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PRELIMINARY   ESSAY. 


It  was.  not  from  personal  vanity,  but 
a  &ir  ^stimafte  of  his  own  merit,  and  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject  on  which  he  wrote,  that  the 
author  o£  the  ensuing  letters  predicted  their  im« 
mortality.  Their  matter  and  their  manner,  the 
times  they  describe,  and  the  talents  they  disclose, 
the  popularity  which  attended  them  at  their  out- 
set, the  impression  they  produced  on  the  public 
mind,  and  the  triumph  of  most  of  the  doctrines 
they  inculcate,  all  equally  qonpur  in  stamping 
for  them  a  passport  to  the  most  distant  posterity. 
.  In  their  range  these  letters  comprise  a  period 
of  about  five  years ;  from  the  middle  of  1 767  to 
the  middle  of  1772 :  and  never  has  the  history 
of  this  country,  from  its  origin  to  the  present 
hour,  exhibited  a  period  of  equal. extent  that 
more  peremptorily  demanded  the  severe,  deci- 
sive,  and  overpowering  pen  of  such  a  writer  as 
Junius.  The  storms  and  tempests  that,  within 
the  last  twenty  years,  have  shaken  the  political 
world  to  its  centre,  bave  been  wider  and  more 
tremendous  in  their  operation;  but  they  have, 

VOL.  I.  A 
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for  the  most  part^  discharged  their  fury  at  a  dis- 
tance. The  constitutions  of  other  countries  have 
been  swept  away  by  the  whirlwind  ;  but  that  of 
England  still  towers,  like  the  pyramids  of  Egypt, 
a  wonderful  and  immortal  fabric,  overshadowing 
the  desart  that  surrounds  it,  and  defying  the 
violence  of  its  hurricanes.  In  the  period  before 
us,  however,  this  stupendous  and  beautifid  fa- 
bric itself  was  attacked,  and  treibl^ed  to  its 
foundation :  a  series  of  utimiccessful  ministries, 
too  oflen  profligate  and  cqrrupt,  and  not  unfile- 
quently  cunning,  rather  than  capable ;  a  succes- 
sion of  weak  and  obsequious  parliaments,  and  an 
arbitrary,  though  able  chief  justice,  addicted  to 
the  impolitic  measures  of  the  cabinet,  fatally  con- 
curred to  confound  the  relative  powers  ol^  the 
state,  and  equally  to  unhinge  the  happiness  of 
the  crown  and  of  tiie  people ;  to  frustrate  all  the 
proud  Mid  boasted  triumphs  of  a  glorious  war, 
concluded  but  a  few  years  before  by  an  inglori- 
<)us  peace* ;  to  excite  universal  contempt  abroad, 
and  tiniv^sal  discord  at  home.  Hence  France, 
humiliated  as  €fce  was  by  her  losses  and  defeats, 
did  not  hesitate  to  invade  Corsica  in  open  defi- 
ance of  the  remonstrances  of  the  British  minis- 
ter, and  succeeded  in  obtaining  possession  of  it ; 
whilst  iS{>ain  dishonourably  refund  to  make  good 


'In  1763,  IhrMigfa the  negotudon  of  the  duke  of  Bedfotd. 
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the  xaniom  die  had  agreed  to»  fi>r  the  refltontioB 
of  the  capital  of  the  Philippine  Isles,  which  hid 
been  exempted  from  pillage  upon  this  express 
stipulation.  They  saw  the  weakness  and  dii^ 
txaction  of  the  English  Cabinet,  and  had  no  nuu 
9oa  to  dread  the  chastisement  of  a  new  war. 

The  discontents  in  the  Ammean  colonits, 
which  H  little  address  might  at  first  have  stifled 
for  ever,  were  blown  into  a  flame  of  open  rebel* 
lion^  through  the  imp6litic  violence  of  the  very 
minister  who  was  appointed,  by  the  creation  of 
a  new  office  at  this  very  time  and  for  this  express 
purpose,  to  examine  into  the  causes  of  dissatis* 
&clion,  and  to  redress  the  grievance^  complained 
of:  while,  at  home,  the  whole  of  the  ways  and- 
means  of  the  ministry,  ii^tead  of  being  directed 
aifainst  the  insolence  of  the  oommon  enemy, 
were  exhausted  i^nst  an  individual,  who,  per-^ 
hi^s,  would  never  have  been  ao  greatly  distiiu 
guished,liad  hot  the  ilUjudged  and  contumacious 
opposition  of  the  cabinet,,  and  their  .flagrant  via» 
lation  of  the  most  sacred  and  important  principles 
of  the  constitution  in  order  to  punish  him,  raised 
him^  to  a  height  of  popularity  seldom  attained 
even  by  the  most  successful  candidates  for  public 
applause ;  and  embroiled  themselves  on  his  ac« 
count  in  a  dispute  with  the  nation  at  large,  almost 
amounting  to  a  civil  war,  and  which,,  at  length, 

A  2 
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only  terminated  in  their  own  utter  confusion  and 
defeat'. 

It  was  at  this  period,  and  under  these  circum- 
stances,  that  the  ensuing  letters  successively 
made  their  appearance  in  the  Public  Advertiser, 
the  most  current  newspaper  of  the  day  %  The 
classical  chastity  of  their  language,  the  exqui- 
site force  aiid  perspicuity  of  their  argument,  the 
keen  severity  of  their  reproach,  the  extensive 
information  they  evince,  their  fearless  and  deci- 
sive  tone,  and,  above  all,  their  stern  and  steady 
attachment  to  the.  purest  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution, acquired  for  them,  with  an  almost 
electric  speed,  a  popularity  which  no  series  of 
letters  have  since  possessed,  nor,  perhaps,  ever 
will ;  and  what  is  of  &r  greater  consequence, 
diffiised  among  the  body  of  the  people  a  clearer 
knowledge  of  their  constitutional  rights  than 
they  had  ever  before  attained, .  and  animated 
them  with  a  more'  determined  spirit  to  maintain 
them  inviolate  ^     Enveloped  in  the  cloud  of  a 

■In  the  language  of  lord  Chatham,  delivered  May  1,  1771* 
in  the  house  of  lords,  "  they  rendered  the  very  nanae  of  par- 
liament ridiculous,  by  carrying  on  a  constant  war  against  Mr. 
Wilkes/' 

^Tliey  were^  generally  copied  from  the  Public  Advertise^ 
i|ito  all  the  daily  and  evening  papers.  ' 

.'That  the  same  general  impression  was  produced  by  tbe 
appearance  of  these  letters  iri  parliament,  which  is  so  well 

known 
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£ctifious  name,  the  writer  of  tibetse  philippics, 
unseen  himself,  beheld  with  secret  satisfitction 
the  vast  influence  of  his  labours,  and  enjoyed, 
though,  as  we  shall  afterwards  observe,  not  al- 
ways without  apprehension,  the  universal  hunt 
that  was  made  to  detect  him  in  his  disguise.    He 

known  to  have  been  produced  oHt  of  it,  is  evident  from  almost 
all  the  speeches  of  the  day,  if  the.  editor  had  time  to  reftr  to 
them.  But  the  following  extracts  from  two  speeches^  one  of 
Mr.  Burke  and  one  of  lord  North  will,  he  presumes,  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  purpose. 

The  ensuing  is  part  of  a  speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Burke. 

"  Where  then  shall  we  look  for  the  origin  of  this  relaxation 
of  the  laws  and  all  government  ?  How  comes  this  Junius  to 
have  broke  through  the  cobwebs  of  the  law,  and  to  range  un- 
coritrouled,  unpunished,  through  the  land  ?  The  myrmidons 
of  the  court  have  been  long,  and  are  still,  pursuing  him  in 
vain.  They  will  not  spend  their  time  upon  me,  or  you,  or 
you.  No:  they  disdain  such  vermin,  when  the  mighty  bo^r 
of  the  forest,  that  has  broke  through  all  their  toib,  is  before 
them.  But  what  will  all  their  efforts  avail  ?  No  sooner  has 
he  wounded  one  than  he  lays  down  another  dead  at  his  feet. 
For  my  part,  when  I  saw  his  attack  upon  the  King,  I  ow.n 
my  blood  ran  cold.  I^  thought  he  had  ventured  too  far,  and 
there  was  an  end  of  his  triumphs,  not  that  he  had  not  asserted 
many  truths.  Yes,  Sir,  'there  are  in  that  composition  many 
bold  truths,  by  which  a  wise  prince  might  profit.  It  was  the 
rancour  and  venom  with  which  I  was  struck. .  In  these  respecU 
the  North  Briton  is  as  much  inferior  to  him,  as  in  strength^ 
wit,  and  judgment.  But  while  I  expected  in  this  daring  flight 
bis'final  ruin  and  fall,  behold  him  rising  still  higher,  and  com- 
ing down  souse  upon  both  houses  of  parliament.    Yes,   he 

did 
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b^eld  ii^  people  extolling  him,  the  court  exe- 
crating him,  and  ministers  and  more  than  minisi- 
ters  trembling  beneath  the  lash  of  bis  invisible 

band. 

It  is  hy  no  means,  however,  the  intention  of 
the  editor  of  the  present  vdiumes  to  vindicate 

did  make  you  his  quarry,  and  you  still  bleed  from  the  wounidfl 
of  his  talons.  You  crouched,  and  still  crouch,  beneSitk  his 
Tage.  Nor  has  he  dreaded  the  terrors  of  your  brow.  Sir ;  he 
bas  attacked  even  you — ^he  has — and  I  believe  you  have  no 
reason  to  triumph  in  the  encounter.  In  short,  after  carryings 
aviray  oar  Royal  Eagle  in  his  pounces,  and  dashing  him 
against  a  rock,  he  has  laid  you  prostrate.  *  King,  lords,  and 
commons  are  but  the  sport  of  his  fury.  VTere  he  a  member 
of  this  house,  what  might  not  be  expected  from  his  knowledge, 
his  firmness,  and  integrity  ?  He  would  be  easily  known  by 
his  contempt  of  all  danger,  by  his  penetration,  by  his  vigour. 
Nothing  would  escape  his  vigilance  and  activity.  Bad  minis- 
ters coqld  conceal  nothing  from  his  sagacity;  nor  could  pro- 
mises ner  threats  induce  him  to  conceal  any  thing  from  the 
public.*' 

The  following  is  part  of  a  speech  deHve/ed  by  lord  North. 

''  When  factious  and  discontented  men  have  brought  things 
to  this  pass,  why  should  we  be  surprised  at  the  difficulty  of 
bringing  libellers  to  justice  ?  Why  should  we  wonder  tha^t  the 
great  boar  of  the  wood,  this  mighty  Junius  has  broke  through 
the  toils  and  foiled  the  hunters  ?  Though  there  may  be  at  pre- 
sent no  spear  that  will  reach  him,  yet  he  may  be  some  time  <»* 
other  caught.  At  any  rate  he  will  be  exhausted  with  fruitkifi 
eflbrts;  those  tusks  which  he  has  been  whetting  to  wound  ood 
gnaw  the  constitution  will  be  worn  out.  Truth  will  at  Isft 
prevail.    The  public  will  see  and  feel  that  he  has  either  «d- 

'  '  . vanced 
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the  whole  of  the  method  pursued  by  Junius  to* 
wards  the  accomplishment  of  the  patriotic  oh* 
jects  on  which  his  heart  appears  to  have  been 
most  ardently  engaged.  Much  of  his  individual 
saiicasm  might  periiaps  have  been  spared  with 
advantage— -and  especially  the  whole  of  his  per- 
sonal assaults  upon  the  character  and  motives  of 
the  king.  Aware  as  the  editor  is  of  the  argu* 
ments  in  favour  of  occasionally  attacking  the 
character  of  the  chief  magistrate,  as  urged  by 
Junius  himself  in  his  Fre&ce  |ia5/  p.  381  and  S82 
and  in  Vol.  II.  p.  315,  he  still  thinks  that  no 
possible  circumstances  could  justify  so  gross  a 
disrespect  and  indecency ;  that  no  principle  of 

vanced  false  facts,  or  reasoned  falsely  from  true  priaciples  • 
and  that  be  has  owed  his  escape  to  the  spirit  of  the  times,  not 
to  the  justice  of  his  cause.  The  North  Briton,  the  mo6t  fla- 
gitious libel  of  its  day,  would  have  been  equally  secure,  had 
it  been  as  powerfully  supported;  But  the  ptesA  had  not  then 
overflowed  the  land  with  its  black  gall,  and  poisoned  the  roinds 
of  the  people.  Political  writers  bad.  some  shame  left ;  they 
had  some  reverence  for  the  Crown,  some  respect  for  the  name 
of  Majesty.  Nor  were  there  any  members  of  Parliamemt 
hardy  enough  to  harangue  in  defence  of  libels.  Lawyers  couU 
hardly  be  brought  to  plead  for  them.  But  the  scene  is  now 
entirely  changed.  Without  doors,  within  doors,  the  same  abu- 
sive strains  prevail.  Libels  find  patrons  in  both  Houses  of  Par* 
liameht  as  well  as  in  Westminster  Hall.  Nay,  they  pronounce 
libeb  on  the  very  judges.  They  pervert  the  privilege  of  this 
house  to  the  purposes  of  faction.  They  catch  and  swallow  the 
breath  of  the  inconstant  multitude,  because,  J  suppose,  they 
take  their  voice«  which  is  now  that  of  libels,  to  be  the  voice  of 
God." 
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the  constitution  supports  it,  and  that  every  ad- 
vantage it  was  calculated  ta  produce,  might  have 
been  obtained  irf  an  equal  degree  and  to  an  equal 
extent,  by  animadverting  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
king's  ministers,  instead  of  censuring  that  of  the 
king  in  person.  In  the  volumes  before  us  the 
editor  is  ready  to  acknowledge  that  these  kinds 
of  paragraphs  seem  at  times  not  altogether  free 
from,  what  ought  never  to  enter  the  pages  of  a 
writer  on  national  subjects — ^individual  spleen 
and  enmity.  But  well  may  we  forgive  such  tri- 
vial aberrations  of  the  heart,  in  the  midst  of  the 
momentous  matter  these  volumes  are  well  known 
to  contain,' the  important  principles  they  incul- 
cate ;  and  especially  under  the  recollection  that 
but  for  the  letters  of  Junius,  the  Commons  of 
England  might  still  have  been  without  a  know- 
ledge of  the  transactions  of  the  House  of  Qom- 
mons,  consisting  of  their  parliamentary  represen- 
tative3 — have  been  exposed  to  the  absurd  and 
obnoxious  harassment  of  parliamentary  arrests, 
upon  a  violation  of  privileges  undefine^^d  and  in- 
capable of  being  appealed  against^-defrauded  of 
their  estates  upon  an  arbitrary  and  interested 
claim  of  the  crown^ — ^and  deprived  of  the  consti- 
tutional right  of  a  ju/y  to  consider  the  question  of 
law  as  well  as  of  fact.  To  the  steady  patriotism 
of  the  late  Mr.  Fox  is  the  nation  solely  indebted 
for  a  direct  legislative  decision  upon  this  last 
important  poinjt}— but  the  ground  was  previ- 
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oudy  cleared  by  the  letters  before  us ;  it  is 
not  often  that  a  judge  has  dared  openly  to  con- 
trovert this  right  dnce  the  manly  and  unanswer- 
able argument  of  Junius  upon  this  subject,  in 
oppo£riti6n  to  the  arbitrary  and  illegal  doctrine 
of  lord  Mansfield,  as  urged  in  the  case  of  the 
King  against  WoodfalV  :-«-an  argument  which 
seems  to  have  silenced  every  objection,  to  have 
convinced  every  party,  and  without  which  per- 
haps even  the  zeal  and  talents  of  Mr«  Fox  him- 
self might  have  been  exercised  in  vain. 

But,  after  all,  who  pr  what  was  Junius  ?  this 
shadow  of  a  name^  who  thus  shot  his  unerring 
arrows  from  an  impenetrable  concealment,  and 
punished  without  being  perceived  ?  The  ques- 
tion is  natural ;  and  it  has  been  repeated  almost 
without  intermission,  from  the  appearance  of  hi» 
first  lett^.  It  is  not  unnatural,  moreover,  from 
the  pertinacity  with  which  he  has  at  all  times 
eluded  discovery,  that  the  vanity  of  many  poli- 
tical writers  of  inferior  talents  should  have  in- 
duced them  to. lay  an  indirect  claim ^to  his  Letr 
ters,  and  especially  after  the  danger  of  respon- 
sibility had  considerably  ceased,  '  Yet  while  the 
Editor  of  the  presept  impression  does  not  under- 
take, and,  in  &ct,  has  it  not  in  his  power,  to 
communii^ate  the  real  name  of  Junius,  he  pledges 
himself  to  prove,  from  incontrovertible  evidence, 

'  '*   *  See  this  case  more  particularly  detailed  in  note  to  Preftice^ 
po9t,,^,  354,  and  ^n  note  to  Vol.  II.  p.  6S, 
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afforded  by  the  private  letters  of  Junius  himself 
during  the  period  in  question,  in  connection  with 
other  documents,  that  not  one  of  these  pretend- 
ers  has  ever  had  the  smallest  right  to  the  distinc'^ 
tion  which  some  of  them  have  ardently  coveted. 

These  private  and  confidential  letters,  adr 
dressed  to  the  late  Mr.  Woodiall,  are  now  for 
the  first  time' made  public  by  his  son,  who  is  in 
possession  of  the  author^s  autographs^ ;  and  from 

*  There  must  have  beep  some  misunderstanding  either  of  the 
extent  of  the  question^  or  the  nature  of  the  answer  in  that  part  of 
a  conversation  which  Mr.  Campbell,  in  his  Life  of  Hugh  Boyd, 
states  to  have  occurred  between  Mr.  H.  S.  Woodfall,  (editor  and 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Public  AdvertiserO  ^nd  hims^lfi  in 
relation  to  the  preservation  of  th^se  autographs.  "  I  proceeded," 
says  Mr.  Campbell,  "  to  ask  him  if  he  had  preserved  any  of  the 
manuscripts  of  Junius  ?  He  said  he  had  not.*'  p.  164.  The  vera- 
city of  Mr.  H.  S.  WoodfaH  is  well  known  to  have  been  unim- 
peachable ;  and  it  is  by  no  meaaa  the  intention  of  the  editor  to 
sii&pect  that  of  Mr.  Campbell.    It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Wood- 
faH understood  the  question  to  be  whether  he  had  regularli^ 
preserved  the  manuscripts  of  Junius,  or  had  preserved  any  of 
the  manuscripts  of  Junius  which  had  publicly  appeared  under 
that  signature  f    No  waan,  not  even  Mr.  Campbell  hiinself 
could  have  suspected  Mr.  Woodfall  to  hiive  been  gwlty  of  ^ 
wilful  falsehood  j  nor  can  any  advantage  be  assigned,  or  even 
conceived,  that  could  possibly  have  resulted  from  such  a  false- 
hood, had  it  taken  place.     '     . 

It  is  equally  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Cempbell*  in  this  same 
conversation,  diould  rejfNneseDt  Mr.  Woodfali  as  sayiog  that 
''  as  to  the  story  about  Hamilton  quoting  Junius  to  the  late 
Duke  of  Richm^d,  he  knew  it  to  be  a  misconception.''  In 
regaid  to  the  fit<»7  itself»  Woodfall  knew  it  to  be  founded  in 

£act 
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the  various  fkcts  and  anecdotes  they,  disclose* 
not  only  in  relation  to  this  extraordinary  cfaa- 
rarter,  but  to  other  characters  as  well,  they  can- 
not fail  of  being  highly  interesting  to  the  poli- 
tical world.  To  have  published  these  letters  at 
an  earlier  period  would  have  been  a  gross  breach 
of  trust  and  decorum :  the  term  of  trust,  how- 
ever, seems  at  length  to  have  expired ;  most  of 
the  parties  have  paid  the  debt  of  nature,  and 
should  any  be  yet  living,  the  length  of  time 
which  has  since  elapsed  has  so  completely  blunt- 
ed the  asperity  of  the  strictures  they  contain, 

fact  from  Hamilton's  own  relation — and  has  repeatedly  men- 
tioned it  as  such ;  but  he  may  have  meant  that  the  story  aa 
told  6y  Mr.  Campbell,  was  a  misconception. 

In  efiect  the  late  Duke  of  Richmond  himself  distinctly  in- 
£Hrmed  the  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Woodfall^  that  such  a  couk- 
manication  with  Hamilton  had  taken  pLace^  while  his  Grace  wn 
riding  with  sir  James  Peachey,  afterwards  lord  Seisey,  in  the 
park  at  Goodwood,  though  he  could  not  at  that  distance  of  time 
recolkci.  the  particular  letter  to  which  it  referred.  The  due 
to  the  mystery  is  that  Mr.  Hamiltoo  was  acquainted  with  the 
late  Mr*  H.  S.  Wood&U,  and  used  occasionally  to  call  at  his 
office ;  whence  it  is  highly  probable  that  Mr.  Woodfall  ha^ 
shewn  him  or  detailed  to  him  a  Letter  from  Junius  then  just 
receifed,  and  intended  for  publication  on  a  certain  day.  Ha- 
milton alluded  to  the  general  purport  of  this  letter,  aa  the  day 
9fi  which  it  waa  to  have  be^n  publiahed  as  though  he  had  just 
Head  it  j  when  to  the  astonishment  of  his  Gr^ce  and  Sir  James 
Peachey,  to' whom  he  thus  mentioned  it,  np  such  letter  appeared, 
thongh  it  did  appear  the  ne^t  diay  or  the  day  after. 

«    ■ 
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that  they  could  scarcely  object  to  so  remote  a 
publication  of  them.  Junius^  in  the  career  of 
liis  activity,  was  the  man  of  the  people^  and 
when  the  former  can  receive  no  injury  from  the 
disclosure,  the  latter  have  certainly  a  claim  to 
every  information  that  can  be  communicated 
concerning  him. 

It  was  on  the  28th  of  April,  in  the  year 
1767,  that  the  late  Mr,  H.  S.  Woodfall  received, 
amidst  other  letters  from,  a  great  number  of  cor- 
respondents for  the  use  of  the  Public  Advertiser 
of  which  he  was  a  proprietor,  the  first  public 
address  of  this  celebrated  writer.  He  had  not 
then  assumed  the  name,  or  rather  written  under 
the  signature  of  Junius;  nor  did  he  always 
indeed  assume  a  signature  of  any  kind.  When 
he  did  so,  however,  his  signatures  were  diversi- 
fied, and  the  chief  of  them  were  Mnemon,  At- 
ticus,  Lucius,  Junius,  and  Brutus.  Under  the 
first  he  sarcastically  opposed  the  ministry  upon 
,:the  subject  of  the  Nullum  Tempus  bill,  which 
involved  the  celebrated  dispute  concerning  the 
transfer  on  the  part  of  the  crown  of  the  Duke  of 
Portland's  estate  of  the  forest  of  Inglewood,  and 
the  manor  and  castle  of  Carlisle,  to  sir  James 
Lowther,  son-in4aw  of  lord  Bute,,  upon  the 
plea  that  these  lands,  which  fi)rmerly  belonged  • 
to  the  crown,  had  not  been  duly  specified  in 
king  William's  grant  of  them  to  the  Portland 
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fikmily ;  and  that  hence,  although  they  had  been 
in  the  Portland  family  for  nearly  seventy  years, 
they  of  right  belonged  to  the  crown  still.  The 
letters  signed  Atticus  and  Brutus  rdate  chiefly 
to  the  growing  disputes  with  the  American 
colonies:,  and  those  subscribe^  Lucius  exdu- 
sively.  to  the  outrageous  dismission  of  sir  Jeffery 
Amherst  from  his  post  of  governor  of  Virginia. 

The  name  of  Mnemon  was,  perhaps,  taken 
up  at  hazard.  That  of  Atticus  was  unquestion- 
ably assumed  from  the  author's  own  opinion  of* 
the  purity  of  his  style,  an  opinion  in  which  the 
public  universally  concurred :  and  the  three  re- 
maining signatures  of  Lucius,  Junius,  and  Brutus 
"were  obviously  deduced  from  a  veneration  for 
the  memory  of  the  celebrated  Roman  patriot, 
who  united  these  three  names  in  his  own. 

Various  other  namtes  were  also.occasionaUy 
assumed  by  this  fertile  political  writer,  to  answer 
particular  purposes,  or  more  completely  to  con- 
ceal himself,  and  carry  forward  his  extenave 
design.  That  of  Philo-Junius,  he  has  avowed 
tothe  public,  in  the  authorized  edition  of  the 
Letters  of  Junius  :  but  besides  this,  he  is  yet 
to  be  recognized  under  the  mask  of  Poplicola, 
Bomitian,  Vindex,  and  several  others,  as  the 
subjoined  pages  will  sufficiently  testify. 

The  most  popular  of  our  author's  letters  an- 
terior to  those  published  with  the  signature  of 
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Junius  in  1769t  were  those  subscribed  AtticttS 
and  Lucius ;  to  the  former  of  which  the  few  let* 
ters  signed  Brutus  seem  to  have  been  little  more 
than  auxiliary^  and  are  consequently  notpolished 
with  an  equal  degree  of  attention.  These  letters, 
in  point  of  time,  preceded  those  with  the  signa* 
ture  of  Junius  by  a  few  weeks :  they  are  cer* 
tainly  written  with  admirable  spirit  and  perspi* 
cuity,  and  are  entitled  to  all  the  popolarity  they 
acquired :— ^yct  they  are  not  perhaps  possest  of 
more  merit  than  our  author's  letters  signed 
Mnemon.  They  nevertheless  deserve  a  more 
minute  attention  from  their  superior  celebrity^ 
The  proo&  of  their  having  been  composed  by 
die  writer  denominated  Junius  are  incontestible: 
th^  manner,  the  phraseology,  the  sarcastic,  ex* 
probratory  style,  independently  of  any  oth^r 
evidence,  sufficiently  identify   them  \    These 

*  TTiat  those  under  the  signature  of  Lucius  were  early 
and  generally  traced  to  the  pen  of  J^inius  even  by  writers  of 
the  opposite  party,  may  be  fairly  inferred  from  the  following 
passage  in  a  letter  in  the  Public  Advertiser  of  the  date  of  April 
27th,  1769,  signed  *'  A  long  forgotten  correspondent,*'  in- 
tended as  an  antidote  to  the  poison  that  Junius  was  supposed 
to  be  propagating. 

*'  In  the  warm  and  energetic,  though  keen  and  sarcastic  style 
of  Junius,  we  may>  I  Uiiok^  easily  descry  the  Lucius,  long 
dreaded  by  his  opponents;  and  from  the  warmth  of  his  senti- 
ments, if  they  do  indeed  correspond  with  his  expressions,  we 
may  expect  a  future  Brutus,  a  patriotic  character  much  to  be 
dieaded  by  aU  those  who,  content  with  the  portion  of  power 

now 
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ther^re,  together  with  such  odiers  as  are  equally 
and  indisputably  genuine^  are  now  added  to  the 

DOW  in  the  handi  of  government,  (if  government  bad  the 
spirit  to  exert  it)  wish  not  to  see  the  people,  by  their  ftctious 
and  unmeaning  rage^  provoke  their  long««u£fering  Sqvereiga 
to  throw  real  chains  over  tbem>  and  correct  their  .madness 
with  stripes  and  hunger,  theproper  cure  for  phrenzy,  the 
only  specific  for  such  headstrong  and  vicious  insanity/' 

The  celebrity  acquired  by  these  earlier  letters  of  Junius, 
imder  the  sigpature  of  Lucius,  induced  several  other  writers  of 
the  same  period  to  adopt  the  same  signature;  and  hence  Lu- 
cius, and  Lucius  Verus  are  common  signatures  in  the  Public 
Advertiser  during  the  years  1769,  1770.  But  there  u  no 
more  reason  to  suppose  that  Junius  himself  ever  had  recourse 
to  this  signature  than  he  had  to  that  of  Atticus,  or  Bnttus, 
after  the  assumption  of  this  last  appellative.  lie  would  not 
degrade  the  name  of  Lucius  by  an  unfinished  production,  and 
to  aR  that  he  regarded  as  finished  he  continued  to  subscribe 
Junius  as  a  stiH  more  popular  signature.        i 

An  attempt,  also,  for  the  same  reason,  was  once  made  by 
another  corres|Kyndent,  to  publish  under  the  signature  of  Junius; 
but  the  letter  was  refused  to  b^  inserted  with  that  name  by  the 
printer,  who  signified  his  refusal  in  one  of  his  notices  to  his 
correspondents.  Yet  it  is  curious  to  observe,  that  one  or  two 
spurious  letters  under  the -signature  of  Philo-Junius,  found 
their  way,  as  genuine  epistles,  into  the  P.  A.  (probably  from 
the  oasuid  absence  of  the  editor)  if  we  may  determine  from  the 
following  statement  written  immediately  after  Junius's  public 
avowal  that  the  letters  t^ubscribed  Philo*Junius  were  his  own 
productions.  '  * 

TO  THE  PRINTER  OF  THE  PUBUC  ADVCRTiSER. 

sm, 

A  paragraph  having  appieared  in  your  paper  of 
Saturday  last,  intimating  that  ^  you  have  the  author's  consent 

to 
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acknowledged  letters  ojT  Junius,  to  render  his 
productions  complete  ^ 

to  declare  that  the  letters  pubUshed  in  that  paper  under  the 

signature  of  Philo- Junius  are  written  by  Junius/'  I  take  the 

liberty  of  acquiiinting  you  and  the  puUic,  that  during  the 

course  of  the  years  1768  and  1769  several  letters  under  that 

signature  were  written  and  inserted  in  the  Public  Advertiser, 

not  by  Junius^  but  by 

Your  humble  servant, 
Oct.  21, 1771.  G.F. 

"  [The  printer  presumes  not  to  doubt  the  assertion  of  his 
correspondent,  though  it  is  not  possible  for  him  to  charge  his 
memory  with  the'  circumstances  at  this  distance  of  time.]'' 
The  printer  might,  however,  with  great  safety  have  denied  this 
assertion  of  G.  F.  which  on  the  face  of  it  bears  evident  marks 
of  inaccuracy,  as  the  first  letter  of  Junius  published  in  the 
genuine  edition  bears  date  January  21, 1769,  and  the  only  one 
under  that  signature  printed  in  1768  is  Miscellaneous  Letter, 
No.  Lii.  wliich  did  not  receive  support  from  an  auxihary  signa- 
ture of  any  kind.  The  fact  is  that  the  only  Philo-Junius  not 
genuine  is  one  which  appeared  in  the  P.  A.  of  November  8, 
1771,  and  was  the  next  day  disavowed  by  the  Printer.  Philo- 
Junius,  No.  XXXI.  was  originally  publishedin  the  Public  Ad- 
vertiser under  the  signature  of  Moderatus. 

*  When  the  lale  Mr.  Woodfall,  so  early  as  the  summer  of 
1769,  had  an  intention  of  re-publishing  such  of  the  Letters  of 
Junius  as  had  already  appeared  in  the  Public  Advertiser,  th^ 
author,  in  Private  Letter,  No.  7,  observed  to  the  printer,  ^'  Do 
with  my  letters  exactly  what  you  please.  I  should  think  that 
to  make  a  better  figure  than  Newberry,  some  others  of  my 
letters  may  be  added,  and  so  throtv  out  an  hint,  that  you  have 
reason  to  suspect  they  are  by  the  same  author.  If  you  adopt 
this  plan,  I  shall  point  out  those  which  I  would  recommend; 
for,  you  know,  I  do  not,  nor  iujdeed  have  I  time  to  give  equal 
care  to  them  all.'' 
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It  is  no  objection  to  their  genuineness  thut 
they  were  omitted  by  Jui^ius  in  his  own  edition 
{published  by  Mr.  Woodfall  !-^there  is  a  material 
difference  between  printing  a  complete  edition 
6f  the  letters  of  Junius,  and  a  complete  edition 
of  the  letters  that  appeared  under  this  name.- 
The  first  was  the  main  object  of  Junius  himself^ 
and  it  was  not  necessary  therefore,  that  he  should 
have  extended  it  to  letters  composed  by  him 
under  any  other  signature,  excepting  indeed 
those  of  Philo*Junius,  which  it  was  expedient 
for  him  to  avow ;  the  second  is  the  direct  design 
of  the  editidn  before  us  j — and  it  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  it  tasuppress  any  of  his  letters,  linder 
\«rhat  signature  soever  they  may  have  appeared^ 
that  possess  sufficient  interest  to  excite  the  at^ 
tentian  of  the  public. 

•  The  first  of  the  letters  (signed  Atticus)  was 
written  in  the  beginning  of  August,  17684  It 
takes  a  general,  and  by  no  means  an  uncandid, 
Survey  of  the  state  of  the  nation  at  that  period, 
and  particularly  in  regard  to  its  funded  property, 
the  alarming  and  dangerous  depression  of  which, 
from  the  still  hostile  appearance  of  France,  the 
prospect  of  a  rupture  with  the  American  colo- 
nies, the  wretchedness  of  the  public  finances, 
khd  the  imbecility  of  the  existing  administration^ 
struck  ^e  writer  so  forcibly  as  to  induce  him,  as 
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he  tells  us,  to  transfer  his  property  from  the 
funds  to,  what  he  conceived,  the  more  soUd  se-  - 
curity  of  landed  estate.  The  conclusion  of  this 
letter  exhibits  so  much  of  the  essential  style  and 
manner  pf  Junius,  that  it  has  every  claim  to  be 
copied  in  this  place  as  affording  an  internal  proof 
of  identity  of  pen. 

"  We  are  arrived  at  that  point  when  new 
taxes  either  produce  nothing,  or  defeat  the 
old  ones,  and  when  new  duties  only  operate  as 
>a  prohibition :  yet  these  are  the  times  when 
every  ignorant  boy  thinks  himself  fit  to  be  a 
minister.  Instead  of  attendance  to  objects  of 
national  importance,  our  worthy  governors  are 
contented  to  divide  their  time  between  private 
pleasures  and  ministerial  intrigues.  Their  acti- 
vity is  just  equal  to  the,  persecution  of  a  prisoner 
in  the  King's  Bench,  and  to  the  hono.ui;able 
struggle  of  providing  /for  their  dependants.  If 
there  be  a  good  man  in  the  king's  service  they 
dismiss  him  of  course  ;  and  when  bad  news  ar- 
rives,  instead  of  uniting  to  consider  of  a  remedy, 
their  time  is  spent  in  accusing  and  reviling  one 
another.  Thus  the  debate  concludes  in  some 
half  misbegotten  measure,  which  is  left  to  exe- 
cute itself.  Away  they  go :  one  retires  to  his 
country  house ;  another  is  engaged  at  an  horse 
race;  a  third  has  an  appointment  with  a  prosti* 
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tute  <-^ndas  to  their  country^  they  leatfe  her^  like 
a  cast  off  mistress  J  to  perish  under  the  diseases 
they  hax>e  given  her.** 

It  was  just  at  this  period  that  the  very  ex* 
traordinary  step  occurred  of  the  dismissal  of  sir 
Jeffery  Amherst  from  his  government  of  'Vir- 
ginia, for  the  sole  purpose,  as  it  should  seem,  of 
creating  a  post  for  the  earl  of  Hillsborough's  inti* 
mate  friend  lord  Boutetort,  who  had  completely 
ruined  himself  by  gambling  and  extravagance* 
This  post  had  been  expressly  given  to  sir  Jeffery 
for  life,  as  a  reward  for  his  past  services  in  Ame- 
rica, and  it  was  punctiliously  stipulated  that  a 
personal  residence  would  be  dispensed  with.  It 
was  an  atrocity  well  worthy  of  public  attack  and 
condemnation ;  and  the  keen  vigilance  of  Ju- 
Nius,  which  seems  first  to  have  traced  it  out, 
hastened  to  expose  it  to  the  public  in  all  its  in- 
decency and  outrage,  and  with  the  warmth 
of  a,  personal  friendship  for  the  veteran  hero. 
The  subject  being  of  a  different  description 
from  that  he  had  engaged  in  under  the  signar 
ture  of  Atticus,  he  assumed  a  new  name,  and 
for  the  first  time  sallied  forth  under  that  of 
Lucius,  subscribed  to  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
earl  of  Hillsborough,  minister  for  the  American 
department,  and  published  in  the  Public  Ad- 
vertiser Aug*  10th,  1768.  A  vindication,  or 
rather  an  apology,  was  eritered  into,  by  three 

B  2 


30  PRELIMINARY  ESSAY. 

Oit  four  correspondents  under  diffei'ent  signi^^ 
tores,  but  almost  every  one  of  whom  was  regard-, 
ed  by  Junius,  and  indeed  by  the  public  at  large^ 
as  the  eaii  of  Hillsborough  himself,  or  some  in- 
dividual writer  under  his  immediate  controul ; 
thus  assuming  a  mere  diversity  of  mask  the  better 
to  accomplish  the  purpose  of  a  defence*  Lucius 
Junius  followed  up  the  contest  without  sparing,^ 
-rthe  minister  became  ashamed,  of  his  ^onduct^ 
and  sir  Jeffery,  within  a  few  weeks  after  his  dis- 
missal and  the  resignation  of  two  regiments 
which  he  had  (commanded,  was  restored  to  the 
command  of  one  of  them,  and  appointed  to  that 
of  another;  and  in  May,  1776,  was  created  a 
peer  of  the  realm,  which  the  duke  of  Graftoo 
bad  revised  him,  under  the  strange  and  impoli-, 
tic  assertion  that  he  had  not  fortune  enough  to 
maintaitt  such  a  dignity  with  the  splendour  it  re^ 
quired.  The  sarcastic  remark  of  Lucius  upoA 
this  observation  of  his  Grace,  is  entitled  to  at* 
teption,  as  identiiying  him  with  Junius  in  hia 
peculiar  severity  of  reproach* 

^^  The  duke  of  Grafton's  idea  of  the  proper 
object  of  a  British  peerage  differs  very  materially 
from  mine.  His  Grace,  ia  tlie  true  spirit  of  bu^ 
piness,  looks  for  nothii^  but  an  opulent  forttine.} 
xfi^nifig,  I  presume,  the  fortune  which  can  purr 
^hase,  SfS  well  as  maintain  a  title.  We  under* 
Stand  his  Grace,  and  know  who  dictated  that 
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arl^cle*  He  has  declared  the  terms  oa  ivhich 
Jews,  gamesters,  pedlers,  aiid  contractors,  (if 
they  have  sense  enough  tp  take  the  hint)  may 
rbe  without  difficulty  into  British  Peers.  There 
was  a  time  indeed,  though  riot  within  his  Orace's 
memory,  when  titles  were  the  reward  of  public 
virtue,  and  when  the  crown  did  not  think  its 
revenue  ill  empU^ed  in  contributing  to  support 
the  honours  it  had  bestowed.  It  is  true  his 
Grace's  family  derive  their  wealth,  and  greatness 
from  a  difllerent  origin,  fyotn  a  system  which  he, 
it  seems,  is  determined  to  revive.  JHis  con* 
fession  is  frank,  and  well  becomes  the  candour 
cf  ^  young  man,  at  least.  I  dare  say,  that  .if 
either  his  Grace  or  your  Lordship  had  had  the 
command  of  a  seven  years'  war  in  America,  you 
would  have  taken  care  that  poverty,  however 
honourable,  i^ould  not  have  b^n  an  objection 
to  your  advancement  j  — you  would  not  have 
stood  in  the  predicament  of  sir  Jeffiery  Amherst, 
wh4l  is  refused  a  title  of  honour,  because  he  did 
not  cite^te  a  fi^rtut^e  equal  to  it,  at  the  expense 
of  the  public/' 

He  is  not  less  severe  upon  lord  Hillsborough 
in  a  succeeding  letter  j  and  the  editor  extracts 
the  Allowing  passage  for  the  same  purpose  he 
has  introduced  the  preceding. 

^^  That  you  are  a  civil,  polite  person  is  true. 
Few  men  understand  the  little  morals  better  or 
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observe  the  great  ones  less  than  your  Lordship. 
You  can  bow  and  smile  in  an  honest  man's  face, 
while  you  pick  his  pocket.  These  are  the  vir- 
tues of  a  court,  in  which  your  education  has 
not  been  neglected.  In  any  other  school  you 
might  have  learned  that  simplicity  and  integrity 
are  worth  them  all.  Sir  JeflFery  Amherst  was 
fighting  the  battles  of  his  country,  while  you, 
my  lord,  the  darling  child  of  prudence  and 
urbanity,  were  practising  the  generous  arts  of 
a  courtier,  and  securing  an  honourable  interest 
in  the  antichamber  of  a  favourite." 

Having  thus  signally  triumphed  in  the  affair 
of  sir  Jeffery  Amherst,  our  invisible  state-satyrist 
now  returned  to  the  subject  he  had  commenced 
under  the  signature  of  Atticus,  and  pursued  it 
in  three  additional  letters,  with  the  same  signa- 
ture, from  the  beginning  of  October  till  the  close 
of  November,  in  the  same  year ;  offering  a  few 
general  remarks  upon  collateral  topics  in  two 
or  three  letters  signed  Brutus.  The  character- 
istics of  Junius  are  often  as  conspicuous  here  as 
in  any  letters  he  ever  wrote :  it  will  be  sufficient 
to  confine  ourselves  to  two  passages,  since  two 
competent  witnesses  are  as  good  as  a  thousand. 
The  following  is  his  description  of  the  prime 
minister  of  the  day.  - 

"  When  the  duke  of  Grafton  first  entered 
into  office,  it  was  the  fashion  of  the  times  to 
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suppose  that  young  men  might  have  wisdom 
without  experience.  They  thought  so  them-* 
selves,  and  the  most  important  afiairs  of  this 
country  were  committed  to  the  first  trial  of  their 
abilities.  His  Grace  had  honourably  fleshed  his 
maiden  sword  in  the  field  of  opposition,  and 
had  goner  through  all  the  discipline  of  the  mi** 
nority  with  credit.  He  dined  at  Wildman's, 
railed  at  favorites,  looked  up  to  lord  Chatham 
with  astonishment,  and  was  the  declared  advo- 
cate of  Mr.  Wilkes.  It  afterwards  pleased  his 
Grace  to  enter  into  administration  with  his  friend 
lord  Rockingham,  and  in  a  very  little  time  it 
pleased  his  Grace  to  abandon  him.  He  then 
accepted  of  the  treasury  upon  terms  which  lord 
Temple  had  disdained.  For  a  short  time  his 
submission  to  lord  Chatham  was  unlimited.  He 
could  not  answer  a.  private  letter  without  lord 
Chatham's  permission.  I  presume  he  was  then 
learning  tis  trajde,  for  he  soon  set  up  for  himself. 
Until  he  declared  himself  the  minister,  his  cha- 
racter had  been  but  little  understood.  From  that 
moment  a  system  of  conduct,  directed  by  pas- 
sion and  caprice,  not  only  reminds  us  that  he  is 
a  young  man,  but  a  young  man  without  solidity 
of  judgment.  One  day  he  desponds  and  threatens 
to  resign,  the  next  he  finds  his  blood  heated, 
and  swears  to  his  friends  he  is  determined  to  go 
on»  In  his  public  measures  we  have  seen  no  pro<rf 


«i  PRELIMINARY  ESSAY. 

either  of  ability  or  coofsistency.  The  stamp-act 
bad  been  repealed  (no  matter  bow  unvisely) 
under  the  preceding  administration.  The  co^ 
lollies  had  reason  to  triumph,  and  were  return** 
ing  to  their  good  humour.  Tbe  point  was  de-r 
cidedy  when  this  young  man  thought  proper  to 
revive  it  without  either  plan  or  necessity;  he 
adopts  the  spirit  of  Mr.  GreQviUe^s  measures, 
and  renews  the  question  of  taxation  in  a  form 
more  odious  and  less  effectual  than  that  of  the 
iaw  which  had  been  repealed." 

The  following  is  bis  character  of  the  mem« 
hers  of  the  cabinet  generally.  <*  The  scimol  they 
were  br^d  in  taught  them  bow  to  abandon  their 
friends,  without  deserting  their  principles.  There 
^s  a  littleness  even  in  their  ambition  y  for  mcmey 
IS  their  first  object.  Their  professed  opinions 
upon  some  great  pmnts  are  sp*  different  from 
tbo^e  of  the  party  with  which  they  £M*e  now 
united,  that  th^  ccmncil  cha^iber  is  become  a 
scene  of  open  hostilities.,  While  the  &te  of  Great 
Britain  is  at  stake,  these  worthy  counsellors  disn 
pute  without  deqency,  advise  without  sincerity^ 
resolve  without  deQieion*  and  leave  the  measure 
to  be  executed  by  the  mai^  who  voted  against  it 
This,  I  conceive,  is  Ihe  last  disorder  (^  the  state* 
The  consultation  meets  but  to  disagree,  opposite 
.medicines  are  prescribed,  and  the  last  fixed  oq 
is  changed  by  the  b»ad  th*t  gives  it,'* 
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Hie  attention  paid  to  these  phiUppics,  and 
the  celebrity  they  had  so  eonsidei^bly  acquired^ 
stimidated  the  author  to  new  and  additional  ex- 
ertions: and  having  in  the  beginning  of  the 
c»isuing  year  completed  another  with  more  than 
usual  elaboration  and  polish,  which  he  seems  to 
have  intended  as  a  kind  of  introductory  address 
to  ike  nation  at  large,  he  sent  it  forth  under  tbo 
name  of  Junius,  (a  name  he  had  hitherto  assum** 
ed  but  once,)  to  the  office  of  tlie  Public  Adver* 
tiser,  in  which  journal  it  appeared  on  Saturday, 
January  21, 1769.  The  popularity  expected  by 
the  author  from  this  performance  was  more  than 
accomplished ;  and  what  in  some  measure  added 
to  his  &me,  was  a  reply  (for  the  Public  Adver- 
tiser was  equally  open  to  all  parties)  from  a  real 
character  of  no  small  celebrity  both  as  a  scholar 
and  as  a  man  of  rank,  sir  Wm.  Draper;  princi- 
pally because  tlie  attack  upon  his  Majesty's  mi- 
lusters  had  extended  itself  to  Icml  Granby,  at  that 
time  commander  in  chiefs  for  whom  sir  William 
professed  the  most  cordial  esteem  and  friendship. 

Sir  Wm.  Draper  appears  to  have  been  a  wor- 
thy, and,  on  the  whole,  an  independent  man ; 
and  lord  Granby  was  perhi^  the  most  honest 
and  immaculate  of  his  majesty's  ministers.  Ju- 
^lus  did  not  begin  the  dispute  with  the  former, 
and  seems,  from  a  regard  for  his  character,  to 
|[iave  continu(^  it  unwillingly :  **  My  answer," 
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says  he  to  him  in  his  last  letter',  upon  a  second 
assault,  and  altogether  without  reason,  **  shall  be 
short ;  for  I  write  to  you  with  rehtctance^  and  I 
hope  we  shall  now  conclude  our  correspondence 
for  ever!'*  At  the  latter  he  had  only  glanced  in- 
cidentally, (for  upon  the  whole  he  approved  his 
conduct%)  and  seems  rather  to  have  done  so 
on  account  of  the  company  he  consorted  with, 
than  from  any  gross  misdeeds  of  his  own.  No- 
thing could  therefore  have  been  more  improvi- 
dent or  impoUtic  than  this  attack  of  sir  Wm. 
Draper :  if  volunteered  in  favour  of  the  ministry, 
it  is  impossible  for  a  defence  to  have  been  worse 
planned ; — ^for  by  confining  the  vindication  to 
the  individual  that  was  least  accused,  it  tacitly 
admits  that  the  charges  advanced  against  all 
the  rest  were  well  founded;  while,  if  volun- 
teered in  favour  of  lord  Granby  alone,,  it 
might  easily  have  been  anticipated  by  the  writer 
that  his  visionary  opponent  would  be  hereby 
challenged  to  bring  forward  peccadillos  which 
would  otherwise  never  be  heard  of,  and  that  he 
would  not  fail,  at  the  same  time,  to  scrutinize 
the  character  of  sir  William  himself,  and  to  as- 
cribe this  act  of  precipitate  zeal  to  an  interested 

'  Letter  xxv.  Vol.  II.  p.  5. 

*  See  his  opinion  of  lord  Granby  given  under  the  name  of 
Lucius^  in  the  Miscellaneous  Letters^  Vol.  III.  p.  107;  as  als« 
in  the  note  at  the  close  of  Junius,  post,  p.  445r 
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desire^  of  additional  promotion  in  the  army.  It 
was  too  much  for  sir  WiUiam  to  expect  that 
Junius  would  be  hurried  into  an  intemperate 
disclosure  of  his  real  name  by  a  swaggering  offer^ 
to  measure  swords  with  him ;  while  the  follow- 
ing rebuke  was  but  a  just  retaliation  for  his  chal- 
lenge. 

*'  Had^  you  been  originally  and  without  pro* 
vocation  attacked  by  an  anonymous  writer,  you 
would  have  some  right  to  demand  his  name. 
,But  in  this  cause  you  are-  a  volunteer.  You  en- 
gaged  in  it  with  the  unpremeditated  gallantry 
of  a  soldier.  You  were  content  to  set  your  name 
in  opposition  to  a  man  who  would  probably  con- 
tinue in  concealment*  You  understood  the  terms 
upon  which  we  were  to  correspond,  and  gave  at 
least  a  tacit  assent  to  them.  After  voluntarily 
attacking  me  under  the  character  of  Junius, 
what  possible  right  have  you  to  know  me  under 
any  other  ?  Will  you  forgive  me  if  I  insinuate  to 
you,  that  you  foresaw  some  honour  in  the  ap- 
parent spirit  of  coming  forward  in  person,  and 
that  you  were  not  quite  indifferent  to  the  display 
of  your  literary  qualifications  ?'* 

In  reality  Jcnius,^  though  a  severe  satyrist, 
was  not  in  his  general  temper  a  malevolent 
writer,  nor  an  ungenerous  man.  No  one  has 
ever  been  more  ready  to  admit  the  brilliant  ta- 
lents of  sir  WiUiam  Blackstone  than  himself,  or 
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to  apply  tp  his  Conlmentaries  for  legal  informsu- 
tioH,  while  reprobating  his  conduct  in  the  un- 
constitutipna][  expulsion  of  Mn  Wilkes  from  the 
hou3e  of  commons*  "  If  I  were  personally  your 
enemy,"  gayp  he  in  his  letter  to  him  upon  this 
subject,  ^'  I  sliould  dwell  with  a  malignant  piea;- 
sure  upon  those  great  and  useful  qualifications 
which  you  certainly  poss€$s^  and  by  which  you 
po^e  acquired,  though  they  could  not  preserve 
to  you  the  respect  and  esteem  of  your  country. 
I  should  enumerate  the  honours  you  have  lost^ 
and  the  virtues  you  have  disgraced ;  but  having 
no  private  resentments  to  gratify,  I  think  it  suf. 
ficient  to  have  given  my  opinion  of  your  public 
conduct,  leaving  the  punishment  it  deserves  to 
your  closet  and  to  yourself." 

The  rescue  of  general  Gansel,  by  means  d£ 
a  party  of  guards,  from  tiie  hands  of  the  SherifTs 
officers  after  they  had  arrested  him  for  debt,, ws« 
an  outrage  upon  the  law  which  well  demand^* 
x^astigation;  and  the  attempt  to  quash  this  trans; 
action  on  th^'part  <^  the  minister,  instead  of 
delivering  the  culprita  <xvtv  to  the  punishmeJOHt 
they  had  merited,  was  an  outrage  of  at  least 
equal  atrocity,  and  demanded  ecpual  reprobation. 
The  severity  with  which  the  minister  was  re- 
peatedly attacked  by  JvmvB  on  this  subject  is 
^11  well  known  to  many :  but  the  reason  is  jMt 
yet  known  to  any  one  perhaps,  why  the  latter 
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Suddenly  dropped  this  subject,  after  having  po- 
sitively declared  in  his  letter  of  November  15, 
1769,  VoL  IL  p.  51,  "if  the  gentlemen,  whose 
conduct  is  ill  question,  are  not  brouglit  to  a 
trial,  the  duke  ot  Grailon  shall  bear  from  me 
again."  From  bis  Private  Letters  to  Mr.  Wood- 
fall,  we  shall  now  learn  that  he  was  solely  actu- 
ated in  his  forbearance  by  motives  of  humanity : 
^^  The  only  thing,"  says  he  in  a  note  alluding 
to  this  transaction,  "  that  hinders  my  pushing 
the  subject  of  my  last  letter,  is  really  the  fear  cf 
ruining  that  poot  devil  Gansel,  and  those  other 
blockheads '." 

In  like  manner  having  been  betrayed  by  the 
.  first  rumours  of  the  day  into  what  he  afterwards 
found  to  have  been  too  atrocious  an  opinion,  and 
exp^ressed  himself  with  too  indignant  a  warmth 
upon  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Yaughan^  in  his  well 
known  attempt  to  purchase  of  the  duke  of  Qxaf- 
UA  the  reversion  of  a  patent  place  in  Jamaica, 
he  haMened  to  mdke  him  both  publidly  and  pri-< 
vately  all  the  reparation  iti  his  power.  '^  I  think 
loyself  obliged,"  says  he  in  a  letter  to  the  duke 
^  Grafton,  ^^  to  do  this  justice  to  an  in|ared 
man,  because  I  was  deceived  by  the  appearances 
thrown  out  by  your  Grace^  and  have  frequently 
spoken  of  his  conduct  with  indignation.  If  he 
really  be,  what  J  think  him,  honest,  though  mis- 
taken, he  wijl  be  happy  io  recovering  his  repu- 

*  See  Private  Letter,  No.  11. 
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tation,  though  at  the  expense  of  his  understand- 
ing '.?  Vaughan  himself  had  so  high  an  opinion 
of  our  author's  integrity,  though  a  total  stranger 
to  him,  that  he  entrusted  him  with  his  private  pa- 
pers upon  the  subject  in  question,  which  Junius 
in  return  took  care  to  employ  to  Vaughan's  ad- 
vantage*. 

From  the  extraordinary  effect '  produced  by 
his  first  letter  under  the  signature  of  Junius,  he 
resolved  to  adhere  to  this  signature  exclusively, 
in  all  his  subsequent  letters,  in  which  he  took 
more  than  ordinary  pains,  and  which'  alone  he 
was  desirous  of  having  attributed •  to  himself; 
while  to  other  letters  composed  with  less  care, 
and  merely  eiq)lanatory  of  passages  in  his  more 
finished  addresses,  or  introduced  for  some  other 
collateral  purpose,  he  subscribed  some  random 
name  which  occurred  to  him  at  the  moment* 
The  letters  of  Philo-Junius  are  alone  an  excep- 
tion to  this  remark.  These  he  always  intended 
to  acknowledge  j  and  in  truth  they  are  for  th« 
most  part  composed  with  so  much  of  the  pecu- 
liar style,  and  finished  accuracy  of  the  letters 
of  Junius,  properly  so  called,  that  it  would  have 

'  Vol.  II.  p.  101. 

*  Compare  his  private  letter  to  Woodfall,  Dec.  12,  1769, 
No.  15^.  with  bis  public  letter  to  the  duke  of  Grafton,  February 
14,  1770,  after  he  had  examined  these  papers^  and  especially 
the  passage,  ''  You  laboured  then,  by.  every  species  of  false 
suggestion,  and  even  by  publishing  counterfeit  letters^  &c/' 
Vol.  11.  p.  101. 
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required  but  little  discernment  to  have  regarded 
the  two  correspondents  as  the  same  person  under 
diflferent  characters, — idem  et  alter — if  Junius 
himself  had  not  at  length  admitted  them  to  be 
his  own  productions,  which  he  expressly  did,  in 
an  authorized  note  from  the  printer,  inserted  in 
the  Public  Advertiser,  Oct.  19,  1771.    "  The 
auxiliary  part  of  Philo-Junius,"  says  he  in  his 
Preface,  postj  p.  S50,  **  was  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  defend  or  explain  particular  passages  in 
Junius,  in  answer  to, plausible  objections;  but 
the  subordinate  character  is  never  guilty  of  the 
indecorum  of  praising  his  principal.     The  fraud 
was  innocent,  and  I  always  intended  to  explain 
it.'*    Yet  whatever  were  the  signatures  he  assum- 
edj  or  the  loose  paragraphs  he  occasionally  ad- 
dressed to  the  public,  without  a  signature  of  any 
kind,  we  have  his  own  assertion,  that  from  the 
time  of  his  corresponding,  as  Junius,  with  the 
editor  of  the  Public  Advertiser,  he  never  wrote 
in  any  other  newspaper.    "  I  believe,"  says  he, 
^^  I  need  not  assure  you  that  I  have  never  writ- 
ten in  any  other  paper  since  I  began  with  yours;" 
Private  Letter,  No.  7.     So  also  in  another  Pri- 
vate Letter,  No.  13.   "I  sometimes  change  my 
signature,  but  could  have  no  reason  to  change 
the  paper^  especially  for  one  that  does  not  circu- 
late half  so  much  as  yours." 
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That  he  was  not  only  a  man  of  highly  culti^ 
Vated  general  talents  and  education^  but  who 
had  critidstUy  and  successfully  studied  the  lan- 
guage, the  law;  the  constitution,  and  history  of 
his  native  country  is  indubitable.  Yet  this  is 
not  all  J  the  proofe  are  just  as  clear  that  he  was 
also  a  man  of  independent  fortune^  that  he  moved 
in  the  immediate  circle  of  the  court,  and  was  in^ 
timately  acquainted,  from  its  first  conception, 
with  almost  every  public  measure,  every  minis* 
terial  intrigue,  and  every  domestic  incident* 

That  he  was  a  man  of  easy,  if  not  of  affluent 
circumstances,  is  unquestionable  from  the  fact 
that  he  never  could  be  induced  in  any  way  or 
shape  to  receive  any  acknowledgment  from  the 
proprietor  of  the  Public  Advertiser,  for  the 
great  benefit  and  popularity  he  conferred  on 
this  paper  by  his  writings,  and  to  which  he  wad 
fairly  entitled.  When  the  first  genuine  edition 
of  his  letters  was  on  the  point  of  publication, 
Mr.  Woodfall  again  urged  him  either  to  ac** 
cept  half  its  profits,  or  to  point  out  sdme  pub- 
lic charity  or  other  institution  to  which  an 
equal  sum  might  be  presented.  His  reply  to 
tliis  request  is  contained  in  a  paragraph  of  one 
of  his  Private  Letters,  No.  59,  and  confenj 
credit  on  both  the  parties.  "  What  you  say 
about  the  profits  is  very  handsome.     I  like  to 
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deal  With  auich  men.  As  for  myself  be  Mmted 
that  /  am  far  abosoe  joU  peetmiary  views^  «jm1  no 
Qtb^r  person  I  think  has  any  daim  to  share  with 
you.  Make  the  most  of  it^  therefore,  and  let  sill' 
your  v^ws  in  life  i)e  directed  tp  a  solid,  bo«)E- 
eiserinoderaiieiiiidependence:  without  it  DO:iiiaii 
can  he  happy,  nor  even  honest/'  In  this  last 
sentence  he  reasoned  from  the  sphere  of  Ufe  19 
which  he  was  accastomed  to  nk)V)e ;  and,  coiu 
fining  it  to  this  sphere,  the  transactions  of  erery 
day  show  us  that  be  reasoned  coroectly«  It  is  . 
fflQ  additional  proc^,  as  vteM  of  his  affluenc^ 
as  of  his  genero^ty,  that  not  long  after  the 
€0iriine»cemei3t  of  his  correapondenoe  with 
the  piinter  of  the  Public  Advertiser,  he  ivrote 
to  bim  as  follows:  ^  For  jbhe  roal^ter  jof. assist* 
aiice,  jbe  as^red  that,  if  a  qiiieattOA  Should  arise 
tipom  any  wjitii^s  of  mine,  you  diall  not  waoit' 
it.;Wn  point  of  money  be  assured  you  shsil 
iQdVex  sufibr'.''  In  perfect  and  honoucsdbl^  .con- 
sonance with  which,  when  the-  printer  wns  at 
lengtSi  invcdved  in  a  prosecution  in  conse- 
jquence  of  Junius's  letter  to  the  King,  he  wrote 
to  him  as  ^lows :  ^^  If  your  affiur  skoald  come 
to  a  trial,  and  you  diould  be  found  guiUy,  you 
will  then  let  me  know  what  expense  falls  par- 
ticularly on  yourself:  for  I  understand  you  are 

'  Private  Letter,  No.  6.  dated  Aug.  6,  1709.     • 
VOL.   I.  C 
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engaged  with  other  proprietors.    Same  way  or 
other  ^02^  shall  be  reimbursed'." 

*'  As  you  have  told  us,". says  sir  W.  Draper, 
in  his  last  letter  to  Junius,  "  of  your  import- 
ance i  and  that  you  are  a  person  of  rankBudJbr* 
tune^  and  above  a  common  bribe,  you  may,  in  all 
probability,  be  not  unknown  to  his  Lordship 
(earl  of  Shelburne)  who  can  satisfy  you  of  the 
truth  of  what  I  say%"     Sir  Willianj  alludes,  in 
this  passage,  to  a  short  public  note  of  Junius  to 
the  printer  of  the  Public  Advertiser,  addressed 
in  consequence  of  some  verses  which  had  just 
appeared  in  that  paper,  entitled  "  The  tears  of 
Sedition  on  the  death  of  Junius  ;"  in  which  he  . 
observes:   **  It  is  true  I  have  refused  ofiers 
which  a  more  prudent  or  a  more  interested 
man.would  have  accepted.     Whether  it  be  sim- 
plicity or  virtue  in  me,  I  can  only  affirm  that  I 
am  in  earnest^  because  I  am  convinced,  as  far 
as  my  understanding  is  capable  of  judging,  that 
the  present  ministry  are  driving  this  country  to 
destruction ;  and  you,  I  think.  Sir,  may  be  sa- 
tisfied that  my  rank  and  fortune  place  .me  above 
a  common  bribe  ^"     Sir  William  sneers  at  the 
appeal,  and  treats  it  as  the   mere  unfounded 
boast  of  a  man  of  arrogance  and  invisibility; 

'  Private  Letter,  No.  19.  *  Vol.  II.  p.  3. 

'  See  Miscellaneous  Letters,  No.  liv.  Vol.  III.  p.  197. 
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but  the  reader  now  sees  sufficiently  that  it  had  a 
solid  foundation  to  rest  upon. 

That  Junius  moved  in  the  immediate  circle 
of  the  court,  and  was  intimately  and  confiden- 
tially connected,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
with  all  the  public  offices  of  government,  is,  if 
possible,  still  clearer  than  that  he  was  a  man  of 
independent  property  j  for  the  feature  that  pe- 
culiarly characterised  him,  at  the  time  of  his 
writing,  and  that  cannot  even  now  be  contem- 
plated without  surprise,  was  the  facility  with 
which  he  became  acquainted  with   every  mi- 
nisterial manoeuvre,  whether  public  or  private, 
from  almost  the  very  instant  of  its  conception. 
At  the  first  moment  the  partisans  of  the  prime 
minister  were  extolling  his  official  integrity  and 
virtue,^  in  not  only  resisting  the  terms  ofiered  by 
Mr.  Vaughan  for  the  purchase  of  the  reversion 
of  a  patent  place  in  Jamaica,  but  in  commencing 
a  prosecution  against  Vaughan  for  thus  attempt- 
ing to  corrupt  him,  Junius,  in  his  letter  of  Nov. 
29,  1769,  Vol.  II.  p.  52,  exposed  this  affectation 
of  coyness^  as  he  calls  it,  by  proving  •  that  the 
minister  was  not  only  privy  to,  but  a  party  con- 
cerned in,  the   sale  of  another  patent  place, 
though  the  former  had  often  been  disposed  of 
before  in  a  manner  somewhat  if  not  altogether 
(similar.    The  particulars  of  this  transaction  are 

c  2 
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given  in  his  letter  to  the  dvke  of  GtEfi:on>  Doc 
1 2,  1 769,  Vol.  II.  p^  54,  and  dti  Ms  private  note 
to  Mr.  Wbod&U  of  the  5ame  tlate.  No.  15.  The 
rapidity  witK  which  the  affitir  of  general  GatiseH 
reached  him  has  been  aU*€»dy  noticed*  Itilhis 
}ett^  to  the  duke  of  Bedford  he  narrates  &dt8 
which  could  scarcely  be  known  buJt  to  persons 
immediately  acquainted  with  the  family.  And 
!vrben  the  printer  was  threatened  with  a  proaecu>> 
tion  in  CQnseqtience  of  this  letter,  he  says  to  him 
ift  a  priiJite  note,  **  it  is  clearly  my  opinion  that 
you  hiave  nothing  to  fear  from  the  duke  of  Bed- 
f<^rd.  I  reserve  some  thkgs  expressly  to  awe  hia 
in  <iase  he  should  tiiink  of  bringing  you  before 
the  House  of  Lords.  I  am  iiure  I  can  threatai 
him  privatefy  with  such  a  storm,  as  would  malke 
hinitremble  even  in  his  grave  V  HewasequaJly 
acquainted  with  the  domestic  fironcems  of  lord 
Hertford's  femily*.    Of  a  Mr.  Swinney,  a  cor- 

■  Private  Letter,  No.  10. 

*  The  following  are  two  of  the  paragraphs  alluded  io  in 
Private  Letter,  No.  42.  ' 

"  The  earl  of  Hertford  is  most  honoun^ly  employed  as 
terrier  to  find  out  the  clergyman  that  married  the  dukffQf 
Cumberland,  an  errand  well  Ifitted  to  the  man.  He  might, 
however,  be  much  belter  employed  in  marrying  bis  daughters  ' 
at  the  public  expense.  Witness  the  promise  of  an  Irish  peer- 
age to  Mr.  S—t,  &c.  &c.*' 

"  Nobody  is  so  vociferous  as  the  earl  of  flertford  on  die 
subject  of  the  late  unprecedented  marriage  !*' 
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re^ondent  of  the  prititer's,  he  observes  in  ano- 
ther confidential  letter^  *^  That  Swinuey  is  a 
wretched  but  a  dangerous  fool :  he  bad  the  im- 
pudence to  go  to  lord  G«  Sackviile,  whom  he 
ha4  never  spoken  to,  and  to  ask  hitn  whether  or 
no  he  was  the  author  of  Junius — take  care  of 
him'/'  This  anecdote  is  not  a  little  curious :  the 
fact  was  true,  and  occurred  but  a  short  period 
before  the  letter  was  written :  but  how  Junius* 
unless  he  had  been  lord  Sackviile  himself,  sliould 
have  been  so  soon  acquainted  with  it,  baffles  all 
conjecture.  In  reality  several  persons  to  whom 
this  transaction  has  been  related,  connecting  it 
with  other  circumstanced  of  a  similar  tendenejr, 
have  ventured,  bnt  too  precipitately^  to  attribute 
the  letters  of  Junius  to  bis  t^rdship^* 

*  Prtvate  Letter,  No.  5. 
^  \a  tbe  Miscellaneote  Letters^  No*  vii.  VoL  IL  p.  491^  the 
reader  will  meet  with  the  follQwing  pasBage,  pretty  condusivdy 
showiog  the  little  grouad  there  ever  has  been  for  any  such 
opinion.  **  I  believe  the  best  thing  I  can  do  will  be  to  consult 
with  my  lord  G.  Sackvrlle.  Hi^s  characfer  is  known  aud  re- 
spected in  Ireland  as  much  as  it  is  here.;  and  I  know  he  loves  to 
be  stationed  id  the  tear  ai  wdl  as  myseff."  Tile  knef  fi^om 
wfaiclt  the  above  is  an  extract^  iiidepencbntly  of  its  contai»iiiig 
the  style  and  sentimeqts  ti  Jcrius^  is  thm  additionaily  brMgin 
home  to  him  by  the  pviater's  casliMnairy  aeknowiec^ment  m 
tlie  P.  A.  bemg  ibUowed  by  the  i^uh^iileci  observation:  **  0«r 
fricQ^and  coruespondent  €^  witt  always  &id  the  iitmdst  atteil- 
tionpaid  td  bis.fiitottn/' 


V- 


38  PRELIMINARY  ESSAY. 

His  secret  intelligence  respecting  public  trans- 
actions is  as  extraordinary.  The  accuracy  with 
which  he  first  dragged  to  general  notice  the  dis- 
mission of  sir  Jeffery  Amherst  from  his  gover- 
norship of  Virginia  has  been  already  glanced 
at.  "  You  may  assure  the  public,"  says  he,  in 
a  Private  Letter,  Jan.  17,  1771,  "that  a  squa- 
dron of  four  ships  of  the  line  is  ordered  to  be 
got  ready  with  all  possible  expedition  for  the 
East  Indies.  It  is  to  be  commanded  by  com- 
modore Spry.  Without  regarding  the  language 
of  ignorant  or  interested  people,  depend  upon 
the  assurance  /  give  you,  that  every^  man  in  ad- 
ministration looks  upon  war  as  inevitable'.'* 

But  it  would  he  endless  to  detail  every  in- 
stance of  early  and  accurate  information  upon 
political  subjects  with  which  his  public  and 
private  letters  abound.  In  many  cases  he  was 
able  to  indicate  even  to  the  printer  of  the  Public 
Advertiser  himself  the  real  names  of  those  who 
corresponded  with  him  under  fictitious  signa- 
tures.  ^'  Your  Veridicus,*'  says  he  in  one  letter, 

*  Private  Letter,  No.  28.  The  knowledge  of  this  prepar* 
ation  was  communicated  four  days  before  the  meeting  of  par- 
liament :  the  war  however  did  not  take  place ;  but  the  prepar- 
ation is  now  known  to  have  been  a  fact,  the  ministry  being 
themselves  fearful  that  the  temper  of  parliament  would  havcf 
forced  them  into  hostilities,  from  which  in  truth  t^ey  very  nar* 
rowly  escaped.    See  note  to  the  Private  Letter  of  this  No. 
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*<  is  Mr.  Whitworth*.  I  assure  you  I  have  not 
confided  in  him*/'  «  Your  Lycurgus/'  he  ob- 
serves in  another  letter  %  **  is  a  Mn  Kent,  a 
young  man  tff  good  parts  upon  town/' 

Thus  widely  informed,  and  applying  the  in- 
formation  he  was  possessed  of  with  an  unsparing 
hand,  to  purposes  of  general  exposure  in  every 
instance  of  political  delinquency,  it  cannot  but 
be  supposed  that  Jvmvs  must  have  excited  a  host 
of  enemies  in  every  direction,  and  that  his  safe- 
ty, perhaps  his  existence,  depended  alone  upon 
his  concealment.  Of  this  he  was  sufficiently  sen- 
sible. In  his  last  letter  to  sir  W.  Draper,  who 
had  endeavoured  by  eveiy  means  to  stimulate 
him  to  a  disclosure  of  himself,  he  observes,  ^^  As 
to  me,  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  that  I  should 
be  exposed  to  the  resentment  of  the  worst  and 
the  most  powerfol  men  in  this  country,  thou^  I 
may  be  indifferent  about  yours.  Though  you 
would  jf£^/,  there  are  others  who  would  assas^ 
naXe^**  To  the  same  effect  is  the  following 
passage  in  a  confidential  letter  to  Mr.  Wood&ll* 
^'  I  must  be  more  cautious  than  ever :  I  am  sure 
I  should  not  survive  a  discovery  three  days ;  or, 
if  I  did,  they  would  attaint  me  by  bilP/'    On 


■  Richard  Whitworth,  Esq.  M.  P.  for  Staflbrd. 

•  Private  Letter,  No.  6.      »  Id.  No.  5.      ♦  Vol.  11.  p.  7. 

5  Private  Letter,  No.  41. 
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many  occasions,  tberefore,  notwithstandnig  all 

the  csditiness  and  intaepidity  he  affected  in  \m 

public  kttets,  it  i9  not  £a  be  wo&dered  at  that  he 

should  betray  some  fedings  of  apprefaemstoii  in 

Im  confidential  intercourse.  In  one  of  his  Private 

Iiette^s,  indeed^  he  observes^  ^'  As  to  me  be  as^ 

wred  that  it  is  not  in  the  natiore  of  things  that 

th4y  (the  Cavendbsh  iamily)  or  y^i  or  any  body 

else  should  ever  know  me,  unless  I  make  myself 

kiiown  :  all  artSy  or  enquiries^  or  rewards,  would 

be  equally  iheiSfeetual'.''     But  in  bth|er  helters 

hs  seems  not  a  little  afi'aid  df  detection  oc  siir^ 

ii^se»  .^  TeU  me  oaadidly/'  he  says^  at  an. early 

p^iiiod  of  his  cosrrespoRdeiiGe  with  Mr«  Wdod- 

fiH  under  the  sigKstiire  of  Juiiitjs^  ^*  whether 

fou  krkm  to  suqiect  who  I  am*."    You  must 

not  write'  ta  me  again/'  he  observes  in  another 

letter,  *  but  be  assured  I  will  riever  desert  you^" 

^^  Upon  no  accQdiiiit^  nm:  fot  any  reason  whuk- 

soever,  are  you  to  write  to  me  uiltil  I  give  jmi 

notice V^     ^  Change'  to  the  iSometSet  Co£fee- 

botise,  iihd  let  no  ttairtal  hnbw  the  alti^attoii. 

I  am  pdrsuaded  ydu  are  too  honest  a  man-  to 

Gontribiite  iu '  any.  way '  io  my  destructicfri^     A^t 

HdnotfclJily  hy  me;  and  at  a  prc^t  tlilte  you 

shall  know  me^.'* 

•  Prirate  Letter,  No.  10.     :  *  Id.  No.  3,      '  Id.  No.  18. 

♦  Id.  No.  47.        5  Id.  No.  41. 
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The  Somerset  Cofifee-house  formed  only  oii« 
of  a  great  variety  of  {daces,  at  which  answers 
and  other  pareeb  from  the  printer  of  the  Pub* 
be  Adv^Hiser^  were  ordered  to  be  left.    No  plan 
indeed  could  be  better  devised  for  secrecy  than 
that  by  wiUch  this  ccnrrespondence  was  mmntasn- 
ed«    A  common  name,  $uch  as  li^as  by  Ho  means 
likely  to  excite  any  peculiar  attention,  was  first 
chosen  by  Junius,  and  a  common  |dace  of  ^e* 
posit  indicated : — ^the  parcels  from  Junius  him- 
adf  were  sent  direct  to  the  printing-office,  and 
whenever  a  parcel  or  letter  in  return  was  waiting 
for  Mm,  the  Public  Advertiser  announced  it  in 
the  notices  to  its  correspondents  by  such  signals 
as  **  N.  E.  C/'— "  a  letter,**  "  Vindex  shall  be 
considered,"  "  C.  in  the  usual  place,*'  *'  an  old 
correspondent  shall  be  attended  to,*'  the  intro- 
ductory C.  being  a  little  varied  from  that  com- 
monly used;    or  by  a  line  of  Latin   poetry, 
•*  Don*t  always  use,''  says  our  author,  "  the 
same  signal :  any  absurd  Latin  verse  will  answer 
the  purpose  \"     And  when  the  answer  implied 

,  ■  Private  Letter,  No.  43. — As  instances  of  these  signals  of 
difierent  H^^  ^be  reader  may  accept  the  foUowingt  taken' 
from  the  Public  Advertiser  according  to  their  dates. 
August  \%  1771.    A  Correspondent  may  rest  assured  that 
his  directions  eyer  have  been,  and  ever  will  be,  strictly  attended 

September  13.  C. 

17.  C. 

September 
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a  mere  negative  of  affirmative,  it  was  commu« 
lucated  in  the  newspaper  by  a  simple  yes  or  ho. 
The  names  of  address  more  commonly  assumed 
were  Mr.  WilUam  Middleton,  and  Mr.  John 
Fretly;  and  the  more  common  places  of  address 
were  the  bar  of  the  Somerset  Coffee-house  as 
stated  above,  that  of  the  New  Exchange,  and 
Monday's  in  Maiden  Lane,  the  waiters  of  which 
were  occasionally  feed*  for  their  punctuality. 
But  even  these  names  and  places  of  abode  were 
varied  for  others  as  circumstances  might  dictate. 
By  what  conveyance  Junius  obtaiped  his 
letters  and  parcels  from  the  places  at  which  they 


.September  21. 

c. 

27. 

C. 

October      19. 

C. 

"November    5. 

c. 

.8. 

c. 

12. 

Vindex  shall  be  considered' 

21. 

Die  quibus  in  tcnfis,  et  mihi  eris  mag- 

hus  Apollo. 

26. 

Quid  rides  ?  de  TE  fabula  narratur. 

28. 

Received. 

30. 

Quid  vetat  ? 

December   5. 

Jam  KOVA  progenies  coelo  dimittitur 

alto. 

6. 

Received. 

Quis  te  MAGNE  CATO  taciium  ? 

17. 

Infandum^  begin  a  !  jubes  renovare  do- 

lorem. 

»  Private  Letter,  No.  39. 
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.were  left  for  him  is  not  very  clearly  ascertained. 
From  the  passage  quoted  from  his  Private  Letter, 
No.  10,  as  also  from  the  express  declaration  in 
the  Dedication  to  his  own  edition  of  his  letters, 
that  he  was  at  that  time  ^^  the  sole  depositary 
of  his  own  secret,"  it  should  seem  that  he  had 
also  been  uniformly  his  own  messenger :  yet  in 
his  Private  Letter  of  January  1 8th,  1 772,  he  ob- 
serves, ^'  the  gentleman  who  transacts  the  con- 
veyancing part  of  our  correspondence  tells  me 
there  was  much  difficulty  last  night '."  In  tfuth 
the  difficulty,  and  danger  of  his  constantly  per- 
forming his  own  errand  must  have  been  extreme; 
and  it  is  more  reasonable  therefore  to  suppose 
that  he  employed  some  person  on  whom  he  could 
place  an  implicit  reliance;  while  to  avoid  the 
apparent  contradiction  between  suich  a  fact  and 
that  of  his  affirming  that  he  was  the  sole  depo- 
sitary of  his  Qwn  secret,"  it  is  only  necessary  to 
conceive  at  the  same  time  that  the  person  thus 
confidentially  employed  was  not  entrusted  with 
the  full  scope  and  object  of  his  agency  *.     He 

*  Private  lietter.  No.  51. 
*  Mr.  Jacksoiift  the  present  respectable  proprietor  of  the  Ips- 
wich Journal^  who  was  at  this  time  residing  with  the  late  Mr. 
Woodfall^  for  ^he  purpose  of  instruction  in  the  London  mode 
of  conducting  business^  observed  to  the  editor  in  a  conversa- 
tion on  this  subject^  that  he  once  saw  a  tall  Gentleman  dressed 
in  a  lighi  coat  with  bag  and  sword,  throw  into  the  office  door 
opening  in  Ivy  Lane,  a  letter  from  Junius,  which  he  picked 
4ip  and  ij&mediatdy  followed  the  bearer  of  it  into  St  PauFs 

Church-yard, 
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sometimes,  as  we  leam  from  his  own  testimonjr^ 
employed  a  common  chairman  as  his  messenger  % 
and  perhaps  this,  after  all,  was  the  method  most 
usually  resorted  to* 

That  a  variety  of  schemes  were  invented  and 
actually  in  motion  to  detect  him  there  can  be 
no  doubt ;  but  'the  extreme  vigilance  he  at  all 
times  evinced,  and  the  honourable  forbearance 
of  Mr.  Woodfall,  enabled  him  to  baffle  every 
€&)tt,  and. to  pei*severe  in  his  concealment  to 
the  last.  "  Yoiir  letter,*'  says  he  in  one  of  his 
private  notes,  ^^  was  twice  refused  last  night,  arid 
the  waiter  as  often  attempted  to  see  the  person 
who  sent  for  it*/' 

On  another  occasion  his  alarm  was  excited 
in  consequence  of  various  letters  addressed  to 
him  at  the  printtng<offi^e,  with  a  view,  as  he  sus- 
peidied,  of  leaidang  to  a  disclosure  tithet  of  bis  pef?- 
son  oar  abodes  "  I  return  you,"  says  he  in  reply, 
^^  the  letters  you  sent  me  yesterday.  A  man  w1h> 
can  neitfa^  write  cowmon  English,  nor  sjiell,  is 
hardly  worth  attending  to.  It  is  probably  a 
trap  for  me :  I  should  be  glad,  however,  to  know 
,  what  the  fool  means.  If  he  writes  again,  open 
hi«  letter,  and  if  it  contain  any  thing  worth  my 

Cltor^^h^yftrd,  where  he  gdt  iato  a  haeknejdoacfa  and  drove 
6^,  Bttt  whether  this  v^b  ''  the  genlletQan  wha  transacted 
the  ce^^yanenig^  pdrt^^  or' Juirivs  hiosseif^  il  i§  impossible  to 

'  $ee  I^i<lfttte  Jjeittti,  Ito^-  d8;  md  M,  ^ote.      !"  id.  Na  Sfik 
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Ica^inogf  aecd  it:  otherwise  not  Instead  of 
*  C.  in  the  usual  place*  say  only  ^  a  letter'  when 
jou  haye  occasion  to  ivrite  to  me  again.  I  shall 
onderstamd  you  \*' 

jSkHUe  apprehension  he  aeems  to  have  suffered^ 
aa  jilready  ob*erved»  from  the  impertinent  curio* 
flity  t£  Swtnney ; .  but  his  r^ientment  was  chiefly 
roused  by  tbsA  of  David  Garrick,  \rho  appears 
from  his  own  iKXount,  and  firom  intelligence  on 
which  be  fi^y  relied^  to  have  been  pertinacious 
in  fiis  attempts  ta  discover  him.  -  For  three  weeks 
fix  a  months  he  could  scaixely  ever  write  to  Mr. 
Woodfall  without  cautioning  him  to  be  specially 
-on  his  guard  gainst  Oarrick:  and  under  this 
inqpiession  alone»  he  once  changed  his  addr(^  \ 
S.Q  wrote  to  Garrick  a  private  note  of  severe 
liaatigaticm  through  the  medium  of  the  printer, 
which  the  hLUer^  from  an  i<ka  thstt  it  was  un- 
aeoassaxily  acrimonious,  remibmitted  to  his  om- 
^demfeion  with  a  view  of  cUssuading  hun  jfrom 
^sending  it  ^,  upon  which  oiir  .author  desired  him 
io  tell  GaiiStdk  personally  to  desist,  or  he  would 
he  amply  mvenged  upon  him.  ^^  As  it  is  aafi- 
portant/'  says  he,  ^^  to  d^ter  him  ftom  med' 
d£ng,  I  desire  you  wiSl  tell  him  I  am  aware  of 
his  practiceil^  and  wBl  certainly  be  revenged  if 


*  Private  Letter,  No.  12.  *  Id.  No.  41. 

^Compare  Private  Letter,  No.  41.  with  No.  43.    The  letter 
to  Garrick  will  be  found  in  the  former  of  these. 
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he  doed  not  desist.   An  appeal  to  the  public  from' 
Junius  would  destroy  him '." 

It  is  not  impossible  to  form  a  plausible  guess 
at  the  age  of  Junius,  from  a  passage  in  one  of 
his  Private  Letters;  an  enquiry/ which,  though 
otherwise  of  little  or  no  consequence,  is  ren- 
dered in  some  measuire  important,  as  a  test  to 
determine  the  validity  of  the  claims  that  have 
been  laid  to  his  writings  by.  different  candidates 
or  their  friends.  The  passage  referred  to  occurs 
in  his  letter  to  Woodfall,  dated  Nov.  27,  1771 } 
"  afler  long  experience  of  the  "wwld^*  says  he, 
**  I  affirm  before  God,  I  never  knew  a  rogue 
who  wa:s  not  unhappy  *.*'  Now  when  this  decla- 
ration is  coupled  with  th&  two  facts,  that  he  made 
it  under  the  repeated  promise  and  intention  of 
speedily  disclosing  himself  to  his  correspondaoit% 
and  that  the  correspondent  thus  schooled,  by  a 
moral  axiom  gleaned  from  his  own  ^^  lov^  expe- 
rience of  the  world,*'  was  at  this  very  time  some- 
thing more  than  thirty  years  of  age ;  it  seems 
absurd  to  suppose  that  Junius  could  be  mUch 
less  than  fifly,  or  that  he  affected  an  age  he  had 
not  actually  attained. 

There  is  another  point  in  the  histoiy  of  his 
life,  during  his  appearance  as  a  public  writer, 
which  for  the  same  reason  must  not  be  suffered 

*  Private  Letter,  No.  43.        *  Id.  No.  44.        ^Id.  No.41. 
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to  pass  by  without  observation,  although  other- 
wise it  might  be  scarcely  entitled  to  notice; 
and  that  is,  that  during  a  great  part  of  this  time, 
from  January,  1769,  to  January,  1772,  he  uni- 
formly resided  in  London,  or  its  immediate  vi- 
cinity, and  that  he  never  quitted  his  stated  ha- 
bitation for  a  longer  period  .than  a  few  weeks. 
This  too,  we  may  collect  from  his  private  cor- 
respondence, compared  with  his  public  labours. 
No  man  but  he,  who  with  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  our  author's  style,  undertakes  to  examine  all 
the  numbers  of  the  Public  Advertiser  for  the 
three  years  in  question,  can  have  any  idea  of  the 
immense  fatigue  and  trouble  he  submitted  to  in 
composing  other  letters,  under  other  signatures, 
in  order  to  support  the  pre-eminent  pretensions 
and  character  of  Junius,  attacked  as  it  was  by 
a  multiplicity  of  writers  in  favour  of  administra- 
tion, to  whom,  as  Junius,  he  did  not  chuse  to 
make  any  reply  whatever.     Surely  Junius  him- 
self, wheii  he  first  undertook  tlie  office  of  puUic 
political  censor,  could  by  no  means  foresee  the 
labour  with  which  he  was  about  to  encumber 
himself.      And  instead  of  wondering  that  he 
should  have  disappeared  at  the  distance  of  about 
five  years,  we  ought  much  rather  to  be  surprised 
that  he  sliould  have  persevered  through  half  this 
period  with  a  spirit  at  once  so  indefatigable  and 
invincible.    Junius  had  no  time  for  remote  ex* 
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cuisions,  zior  often  for  .relaxation^  even  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  metropolis  itself. 

Yet  from  his  Private  Letters  we  cpuld  almost 
o^ect  a  journal  of  his  absences,  if  not  an  itine* 
rary  of  his  liittile  tours :  for  he  does  not  appear 
to  have  lel^  London  at  any  time  without  some 
notice  to  the  printer,  either  of  his  intention,  or 
of  the  J&ct  itself  upon  his  return  home ;  inde- 
pendently of  which  the  frequency  and  regularity 
of  his  OMTespondence  seldom  allowed  of  distant 
travel.  "  I  have  been  out  of  town,"  says  he, 
in  his  letter  of  Nov.  8,  1769,  ^^for  three  "vc^eeks; 
and  tliough  I  got  your  last,  could  not  conveni- 
ently answer  it^"  — On  another  occasion,  "I 
have  been  some  days  in  the  country,  and  could 
not  conveniently  send  for  your  letter  until  this 
night  *  :**  and  again,  "  I  must  see  proof-sheets 
of  the  Dedication  and  Preface  ;  and  these,  if  at 
«dl,  I  must  see  before  the  end  of  next  week  ^.^ 
In  Uke  manner »  I  want  rest  most  severely,  and 
am  going  to  find  it  in  the  country  Jor  a  fem 
days  *.'* 

The  last  political  letter  that-ever  issued  under 
the  signature  of  Junius  was  addressed  to  lor4 
Camden.  It  appeared  in  the  Public  Advertiser 
for  Jan,  21,  1772,  and  followed  the  pubhcation 
of  his  long  and  elaborate  address  to  lord  Mans* 

'  Private  Letter,  No.  11.        *  Id,  No.  7,        '  Id.  No,  45, 

♦Id.  No.  43. 
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field  upon  the  illegal  bailing  of  Eyre ;  and  was 
designed  to  stimulate  the  noble  earl  to  a  renewal 
of  the  contest  which  he  had  commenced  with 
the  chief  justice  towards  the  close  of  the  preced- 
ing session  of  parliament.     It  possesses  the  pe» 
culiarity  of  being  the  only  encomiastic  letter 
that  ever  fell  from  his  pen  under  the  signature 
of  Junius*    Yet  the  panegyric  bestowed  was  not 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  instigating  lord  Camden 
to  the  attack  in  question.    There  is  sufficient 
evidence  in  his  Private  Letters  that  Junius  had 
a  very  high^  as  well  as  a  very  just  opinion  of  the 
integrity  of  this  nobleman;  and  an  ardent  desire 
that  the  estimate  he  had  formed  of  his  integrity 
should  be  known  to  the  world  at  large.     In  the 
whole  course  of  his  political  creed  there  seems 
to  have  been  but  one  point  upon  which  they  di& 
feredy  and  that  was  the  doctrine  assented  to  by 
his  Lordship,  that  the  crown  possesses  a  power  in 
case  of  very  urgent  necessity,  of  suspending  the 
operation  of  Bfi  act  of  the  legislature.     It  is  a 
mere  speculative  doctrine,  and  Junius  only  in- 
cidentally alluded  to  it  in  a  letter  upon  a  veiy 
different  subject  \    The  disagreement  upon  this 
point  seems   eagerly  to  have  been  caught  at, 
bbwever,  by  another  correspondent  in  the  Pub- 
lic Advertiser,  who  chose  the  signature  of  Scie- 

■  Letter  lix.  Vol.  11.  p.  844. 

VOI-.  I.  n 
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vola^  apparently  tot  the  express  parpose;of  tti« 
tokring  the  pditiciit^satiiilit  in  a  dispute  widi  fci^ 
16rdsMp.  *^  Scaevola/'  observes  he  in  a  private 
l^tter^  ^^  L  see  is  determined  to  make  me  an 
enemy  to.  lord  Camden.  If  it  be  not  wilful 
mdide^  I  beg  you  will  signify  to  Mmi  that  when 
i  offiginalLy  meritioned  lord  Camdesn's .  decbnA* 
tion  dbout  tbe  cdrn  ImII,  it  was  Ivitftbut  any  View 
of  diBCUSsin^  thiat  doclirine,  and  only  as  aWi  in* 
iltance  of  a  singular  opinibn  maintained  by  a  man 
of  great  learning  and  int^rity.  S^h  an  im 
fitknce  was  mcessary  to  the  pSan  of  itiy  letl;er\" 
And  again,  shortly  afberwards,  findihg  that  ili« 
commuiiicatijsn  had  not  beeuTeceived  as  it  ought 
to  have  been,  "  I  should  ri6t  trouble  you  or  my- 
self  about  itli{(t  blockhead  Sosevola,  but  that  his 
•absurd  fiction  of  9?ty  being  lord  Camcten's  ene« 
tny  hab  xlone  harm.  Every  fbol  txa  do  mischidP, 
therefore  ^signify  to  him  what  I  ailid  V  .  Ndt^«a^ 
tisfied  however  with  (iiis  hint  to  tbe  printer,  fae 
chos^,  at  the  saine  time,,  udder  ithe  subordinate 
^arkcta-  of  Philo^ Junius,  to  iseilife  ibe  point, 
tnsd  preclude  all  pwsibi^ity  of  altef catiba  by  an 
^address  to  the  public,  that  should  ddxtrc^Ksfy 
.ftHtifk  out  this  isingie  di^rehce  in  aroiem  specu- 
4»CfVefidikifiioti^  and  while  it  artiply  defemled  tfa^ 
^Wlieisul  tslcen  of  the  subject,  vhoooM  evince 

'  Private  Letter,  No.  45.  *  Id.  No.  46. 
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agadb  mn  eridtnt  «f  prabaticn  of  Mb  Loiddiip^s 
gencarad  icOiMlBot,  as  ^xmld  not  fidl  of  being  gt»* 
tif^ug  te  iom.  Thi«  letter  appiiared  in  «ht  Aib^ 
&  Advfectiaer,  Oct  15,  1771'. 

Lonl  Camden,  however^  was  twit  indticed  by 
iSiii  eanwst  atten^t  and  last  letter  of  Juntos  to 
MDew  his  ottadc  iqion  lord  Mansfield  ;  fet  liiis 
nws  not  the  teason,  or  at  least  not  the  sole  or 
|>ri«iarj  Mison  fi>r  Juinus's  discont^aiiig  to 
.irrite.  It  Imu  ab«Kty  been  observ'ed,  that  M  esocijr 
as  infajF,  1769,  he  began  to  entertain  tibooghts 
t}f  dtdpping  a  character  and  signatare  whidi 
jBust  iuKVie  cost  httt  a  heavy  seiies  of  labour, 
«ld  fte^liiently  perhafps  exposed  him  to  no  small 
peril.  **  I  really  doubt,**  says  he,  **  whether  I 
jAiiSij^  ygfAewxy  max  und^  lam 

wwi^  of  aMackifig  a  set  «f  brutes,  whose  writ- 
ijig$  am  too  duZl  to  fbrmsh  me  even  with  the 
Ottsterials  of  nonfemtton,  and  whose  measures  are 
ioo  ^f  OSS  asMi  direct  to  be.  the  subject  of  ai^go- 
ttient,  or;to  require  iUustration^^ 

In  peefeot  eosisoaance  with  liiis  declacatioa, 
iniiil  Hef^ite  the  ptinter,  ti^ho  had  ^Ofered  him 
half  the  ipri^its  of  die  letters  at  that  time  pub- 
ii^ed  under  bis  own  ^oirredion,  or  an  iequal 
.sum  ftr  the  use  of  any  public  iietitntion  he 
^ould  chuse  to  name,  he  makes  ^e^  following 


«  Letter  ix.  Vol.  IL  p.  360,  *  Private  Letter,  No.  5. 

"^  J}  2     -- 
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remark,  of  which  a  part  has  beeti  already  quoted 
on  another  occasion:  ^' As  for  myself,  be  iassured 
that  I  am  Jar  above  all  pecuniary  views,  and  no 
other  person,  I  ^think,  has  any  claim  to  share 
with  you.  Make  the  most  of  it  therefore,  and 
let  all  your,  views  in  life  be  directed  to  a  solid, 
however  moderate^  independence :  without  it  no 
,  man  can  be  happy,  nor  even  honest.  If  I  saw 
any  prospect  of  uniting  the  city  once  more,  I 
would  readily  continue  to  labour  in  the  vineyard. 
Whenever  Mr.  Wilkes  can  tell  me  that  such  an 
union  is  in  prospect,  he  shall  hear  of  me.  Quod  si 
quis  taiuimat  me  out  voluntate  esse  mutatdj  aut 
^bilikUd.  virtutey  out  anmo  JractOy  vehementer 
erratV 

Even  so  k)ng  afterwards  as  January  19^  1 77S, 
in  the  very  last  letter  we  have  any  certain  knoW- 
Icidge  he  ^ver  addressed  to  Mr«  Woodfall,  he 
ui^es  precisely  the  same  motives  for  his  continn- 
iv^  to  desist.  "  I  have  seen  the  signals  thrown 
out  for  your  old  friend  and  correspondent.  Be 
assured  that  I  have  had  good  reason  for  not  com- 
plying with  thenu  In  the  present  state  of  things, 
if  I  were  to  write  again,  I  must  be  as  silly  as  any 
'of  ike  horned  cattle  that  run  mad  through  the 
city^  or  as  any  of  your  wise  aldermen.     /  meant 

^  'Private  Letter,  No.  59.  "But  if  anyone  believes  me  to  be 
changed  in  will,  weakened  in  integrity,  or  broken  in  courage, 
he  ^rra  'grossly/' 
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• 

ihe  cause  and  the  ptibUc :  both  are  oivek  up*  I 
fed  for  the  honour  of  this  country,  when  I  see 
that  there  are  not  ten  men  in  it,  who  will  unite ' 
find  fitand  together  upon  any  one  question*  But 
it  is  all  alike  vile  and  contemptible.  You  have 
never  flinched  that  I  know  of;  and  I  shall  air- 
ways rejoice  to  hear  of  your  prosperity.  If  you 
have  any  thing  to  communicate  (of  moment  to 
yourself,)  you  may  use  the  last  address,  and 
give  a  hint'.*' 

•  *  PrivjBite  Letter,  No.  63.  The  signals  here  referred  to  were 
^brown  out  on  the  very  morning  €i  the  day  oi^  which  thif 
letter  was  written,  and  consisted  of  the  following  Latin  quo^ 
tation,  inserted  in  the  Public  Advertiser  for  January  19, 
1773,  among  the  other  answers  to  correspondents.  Iterum- 
que,  itammque  monebo.  The  printer  within  a  few  weeks  af- 
terwards, availed  himself  of  the  liberty  of  making  a  commu- 
nication to  Junius  by  the  last  address,  and  in  the  Public  Ad- 
vertiser of  March  8,  gave  the  following  hint :  *'  The  letter 
from  AN  OLD  FRIEND  AND  CORRESPONDENT,  dated  January  19, 
came  safe  to  hand>  and  his  directions  are  strictly  followed, 
9wkd  si  quis  existimat  aut,  8cc"  The  quotation  is  peculiarly 
happy:  for  it  is  not  only  a  copy  of  what  Junius  had  cited 
Itimself  in  his  last  Privat«  Letter  but  one/  and  was  hence 
sure  to  attract  his  attention,  but  is  a  smart  replication  to  the 
pass^e  in  the  letter  it  immediately  refers  to,  "  You  have  never 
flinched  that  I  know  of."  The  subject  of  some  part  of  the 
communication  at  ^is  time  made  by  the  printer  to  Junius,  the 
editor  has  been  able  to  discover,  by  having  accidenUlly  found 
among  Mr.  Woodfall's  papers,  and  in  his  own  hand-writing,  a 
rough  draft  of  one  of  the  three  letters  of  which  it  appears  to 

have  consisted.    This  letter  the  reader  irfll  meet  with  in.  th« 

private 
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Ii»  effect  from  the  disadnittoa  of  the  ccatsQ& 
dated  Wbig  partj  vpcHSi  the  dostk  of  Geoi^ 
GrenvtBe,  the  abenid  dirbioRs  m  the  Bitt  of 
B%hto  Society,  and  the  poliftkil  wpsaadaxmB  in 
tbe  cityy  oiur  author  hod  much  t eascm  to  despair 
of  the  cause  in  ifhicfa  ht  h^  so  manfidljF  ea* 
gaged 

To  tine  mond  dbaracter  of  Jusnoai  this  letter 
is  of  more  Value  th^un  all  die  populair  a4drt8Bn 
he  ever  composed  in  his  lifb.  It  is  imposeiUr  to 
suppose  it  to  flow  from  the  afiectation  of  an  ho- 
nesty which  did  not  exist  in  his  hearts  The  cir- 
cumstances under  whicb  it  was  sent  aitogetber 
prohibit  such  an  ideal  unknown  as  he  was,  and 

private  correspondence,  arranged  acceding  to  its  date,  \rhicll 
ia  March  7, 1773,  tJi«  day  aafteeedoit  to  tbe  public  nolice  given 
in  tbe  Pobtic  Advertiser  as  aibove.  Among  Ibe  an»wers  to^cor* 
respondentB  March  dQs»  we  find  awrtiier  aij^nal  of  the  vary  sam^ 
kind  in  the  foUowiag  terms,  '*  Aut  volwiMfi  eisc  viuiatd;'^ 
and  in  the  same  place  March  89»  a  third  cnasign  under  tlie  fol^ 
towing  format  "  Aui  dehilitati  virtute;'*  both  of  which  it  wiU 
be  observed^  «po«.a  eomparison^  are  verbal  conlimtsHtions^  of 
Jvnivt'a  own  quotatMw,  an^  hence,  identify  wdth  double  focoe 
the  peraoDr  to  who»  they  relate.  la  tbe  Pubtic  Acb^ertisw  <if 
April  7,  we  find  the  following  $ignal  oC  a  similar  descriptioD^ 
and  it  h  the  last  we  have  been  able  to  discover,  **  Die  p^^kis 
f»  urrii.^^  it  is  probable  that  these  all  related  to  mattecri^  of  a 
personal  oanciera,  nfx>n  which«  by^  the  above  pitvate  letter,  \kt 
printer  had, still  leanre  to addresa  fak  correspondent:  at  least 
Ibere  is  ino  veaaon  for  fatlievingf  that  Jitkjus  eirer  bro^  throMgh 
the  silence  ppon  which  he  sa  iafiexibfy  determined  <m  Jhnr- 
unary  1%  ox  eensested  to  re-appear  bdbarc  the  piiUir  in  any 

characteir 
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uiricaAMr^  as  he  had  now  ddteniuOed  tgy.cQntmma 

« 

tofais  corrtqiooderit^  thme w^  Oi^adoqiMt*  i9Pv 
tore  fbr  hia  aMMttbg^  tjne  a^mbla&c^.  <^'  m  i«tef 
jiptyidiiob  lie  SAt  mt^  a^i  whicl^L  did  not  fairljt 
belong  ta  hin^;  It  was^  it  uu^st  lurVQ  bef  Qj.  » 
piiR,  difiintsGe^teil  testiiaom^  of  pnv^Ae.  ^iil«ein 
aad  puUie  patpiakisiaab,  comenianfiiHia  vnih  tb# 
ui^ilbnik  tenoclicfkh  of  hk  ofiw  ftadbis.  con§d»Ur 
tial  bis^ory^  and  doBacientip.ad^zl  deveiogiiig  tlM 
f^  oaiue  of  bi&  secesaonk  . 

in  trtith  it  mint  faa;ve  heea^  aa  he  himself 
statea  it,  ibsai^ty,  ta  have  peniBted  aqy  longer 
in  aisf  thing  like  a  rqpul^r  attfok}  lord  Gamdeo 
had  decltned  ta  act  upon  bis  m^eatiaa ;  the 
gfeat  phalaaoi  of  the  Whig  party,  wa&lorokeii  up 

*  *    •  , 

ebaracter  whatever.  There  were  some  very  excellent  lelteri 
signed  AtljciM  ^t  appeared  in  the  PuUio  Advertiser  bf  ti6ee« 

i^^^^^^i^r^uU^^r^f  8tj^6pirit|  ai^£^Qtimei^t$;  dpd  whiclv 
hence,  by.  ^me  tplerable  jucl^»  l^a^e  been  actually  ascril^ed 
to  bim :  but  for  various  reasons.  Independently  of  thai  afibrded 
by  the  3ii%ve  private  letter,  the  editor  is  convinced  they  are  not 
tile  productkti  oif  Jvsiius.    The  taleDtSi  tfaey  afford  proaf  f4 

simm  stat^snien  who  w^f€  nev^r  attacked  by  Junius;  and  it  is 
well  kn6wn  from  the  following  notice  inserted  anM)ng  th^  ad- 
dresses to  correspondents  in  the  Public  Advertiser  for  June  19, 
If 93^  as  wtn  4»  firOlB.  ot^r  fbeto,  that  f)iei«  wm  at  thte  pesiQH^ 

who  assutned  the  name  of  Atticus.  '^  Some  circumstances 
render  it  necessary  that  the  printer  should  communicate  a  line 
to  Atticus,  not  his  old  \jorrcspcndent*\ 


«6 
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by  the  death  of  Mr.  George  Grenville ;  the  va-^ 
nity  and  extreme  jealousy  of  Oliver  and  Hprae 
had  introduced  the  most  acrimonious  divisions 
into  the  Society  for  supporting  the  Bill  of  Bights; 
and  the  leading  patriots  of  tb6  city  had  so  inter- 
mixed their  own  private  interests,  and  their  own 
private  squabbles  with  the  public  cause,  as  to 
render  this  cause  itself  contemptible  in  die  eye 
of  the  people  at  large.  He  had  already  tried^ 
but  in  vain,  to  awaken  the  different  contending 
parties  to  a  sense  of  better  and  more  honourable 
motives ;  to  induce  them  to  fcvego  their  selfish 
and  individual  disputes,  and  to  make  a  commcm 
sacrifice  of  them  upon  the  altar  of  the  const!- 
tuticm\  Yet,  at  the  same  time,  so  small  were  his 
expectations  of  success,  so  mean  his  opinion  of 
the  pretensions  of  most  of  the  leading  dema- 
gogues of  the  day  to  a  real  love  of  their  coun^ 
try,  and  so  grossly  had  he  himself  been  occasion- 
ally misrepresented  by  them,  that  in  his  confi- 
dential intercourse  he  bade  his  correspondent 
beware  of  entrusting  himself  to  them.  ^^  No- 
thing," says  he,  *^  can  be  mcH^  express  tlian  my 
declaration  against  long  parliaments:  try  Mr. 
Wilkes  once  more,  (who  was  in  private  possession 
i^kis  sentiments  upon  this  sulgect*;)  speak  fi)r  me 
in  a  most  friendly  but  Jirm  tone,  that  I  mil  not 

■  See  JujNius^  Letter  ux.  Vol.  II.  p.  344,  and  Private  Let- 
ter, No.  65.  *  See  Private  Letter,  No.  e6. 
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aubmit  to  be  any  Icmger  aspersed.  Between 
ourselves,  let  me  recommend  it  to  you  to  be 
much  upon  your  guard  with  patriots  '•" 

With  his  public  address  to  the  peqple,  there- 
ibre^  in  Letter  lix.  he  seems  in  the  first  in- 
stance to  have  resolved  upon  closing  his  labours, 
at  least  under  the  character  of  Junius,  provided 
no  beneficial  effect  were  likely  to  result  from  it, 
and  as  the  printer  had  expressed  to  him  an  ear- 
nest desire  of  publishing  a  genuine  edition  of 
his  letters,  in  a  collective  form,  in  consequence 
of  a  variety  of  incorrect  and  spurious  editions 
at  that  time  circulating  through  the  nation,  he 
seems  to  have  thought  that  a  consent  to  such  a 
plan  would  afford  him  a  good  ostensible  motive 
for  putting,  a  finisb  to  his  public  career ;  and  on 
this  account  he  not  only  acceded  to  the  proposal, 
but  imdertook  to  superintend  it  as  fiur  as  his  in- 
visibility might  allow  him ;  and  also  to  add  a  few 
notes,  as  wdl  as  a  dedication  and  pre&ce. 

Nothing  can  be  more  absurd  than  the  idea 
entertained  by  some  writers,  that  Junius  himself 
was  the  previous  editor  of  one  or  two  of  these 
irregular  editions,  and  especially  of  an  edition 
published  but  a  short  time  anterior  to  his  own, 
audaciously  enough  entitled  ^^  The  genuine  let- 
ters of  Junius^  to  which  are  prefixed,  anecdotes 


■  Private  Letter,  No.  44. 
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of  tke  mithor ';''  a  pamphlet  in  ydiick  the  ancmjr^ 
nouft  aaecdotist  takes  it  &r  gtanted^  frooi:  lus 
very  outset^  that  Junius  vh^  Edmimd  Boikii 
were  the  aasie  person,  and  di«n^  proceed&  to  rea- 
acm  concerning  the  Gacmerr  from  tbev  knowA  or 
acknowledged  wosks  of  the  ktter* 

It  wa$  not  till  ike  appeaiance  of  Newberry's 
edition,  mth.  whick  it  ia  aot  pretended  that'  our 
author  had  any  ccuufem,  that  evsefi  Wood&U 
himfidf  had  conceived  an  idea'  ^f  the  propriety 
of  coUecting  these  letters,  and  pubfishing  dieni 
in  an  edition  stricfly  genuine,  in  eonse^pience  of 
the  nnaserous  Usmders  by  v^ltich  the  ceoaaon 
editions  vfete  deformed ;,  of  these  Newberay'ik 
ivasy  pedlaps,  the  &ec^  froift  mistakes :  yet  New- 
berry's Ijad  so  many,  that  omr  autlior^  iqpoii  ^^ 
ceivi|ig  «  Odpy  of  it,  ad(|ies8ed  a  note  to  Wood* 
fall,  beggii^  him  to  hint  to  Newbeiry,  that  as 
he  had  thought  proper  to  repriiat  h^  letQbein,  he 
ought  at  leaqt  to  have  taken  care  to  have  eor^ 
f ected  the  errata :  adding  at  the  saiQ0  time^  ^^  I 
did  not  expect  aioie  than  the  life  of  a  »ew&» 
paper ;  hut  if  this  man  will  keep  me  alive,  let 
ne  ]ixe  mthou^  being  oAniive%'' 

Haia. answer  upoa  Woo^H's^  application  to 
himibir  leave  to  reprint  bis^ligtters  colkfctivdy^ 
and  ralye^t  to  hi|  jomn  revisal,  was  as  foMows  t 

*  Sec  Mr.  Chalmers's  Appendix  to  the  Supplemental  Apo- 
logy, &c.  p.  S4.  *  PkiTAte  Letter,  No.  4. 
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^  I  can  have  no  tnaimef  of  ofagection  to  your 
rqnrinttag  my  kttcars,  if  you  think  it  wilL  answer, 
whic^  I  believe  it  m^^  before  Newberiy  appear- 
ed, if  yen  detennine  to  do  it,  give  me  a  bint, 
and  I  will  send  you  awre  ernita  (indeed  they  are 
innumerable)  and  perhaps  a  preiace  '•*'  It  was 
on  this  occasion  he  added^a$  conceiving  it  might 
afford  him  a  praper  opportunity  for  a  general 
close  of  the  character,  thou^  so  eady  in  his 
cwre^ondence  under  the  name  of  Junius,  as 
July  176d,  *^  1  really  doubt  whether  I  shall  write 
Mkj  more,  under  this  signature;  I  am  weary  of 
attacking  a  set  of  brutes  &c  %"  In  answer  to 
WoodM^s  nes(t  letter  upon  the  same  sui:^ect  he 
observes,  ^  Do  with  my  letters  exactly  as  you 
please«  I  shoold  think  that,  to  make  a  better 
i^ure  than  Newberry,  some  others  qfmy  letters 
ma^6e  added j  and  so  thrcfw  out  a  hint,  tiiat  you 
have  reason  to  suspect  they  are  by  ifie  sanw  author n 
If  you  adopt  this  plan^  I  shall  poiut  out  thoscy  "which 
I  would  recommend ;  fcfr  you  knoWy  I  do  not  nor 
indeed  hc^e  I  time  to  give  equal  care  to  Aern  all  K^^ 
The  plan  jfor  publication,  however,  though  it 
commenced  thus  early,  was  not  matured  till  Octo* 

ber  1771 :  when  it  was  determined  that  tlie  work 

* 

should  conqtrise  all  the  letters  which  had  passed 
undM  the  signatures  «of  Junius  and  Philo- Junius 
to  ti^s  period  inclusively,  MHi  be*  occasicmalty 

"  Private  Letter,  No.  5.         *  18.  No.  6.         *  Id.  No.  7< 
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enriched  by  a  selection  of  other  letters  .under  a 
variety  of  other  signatures,  such  as  will  be  found 
in  the  Miscellaneous  Letters  of  the  present  edi- 
tion ;  which,  independently  of  that  of  Philo-Ju- 
nius,  our  author,  as  has  been  observed  already, 
not  unfrequently  employed  to  explain  what  re- 
quired explanation,  ojr  defend  what  demanded 
vindication,  and  which  he  himself  thought  suffi- 
ciently correct  to  associate  with  his  more  laboured 
productions.  In  the  prosecution  of  this  intention^ 
however,  he  still  made  the  two  following  altera- 
tions.   Instead  of  closing  the  regular  series  of 
letters  possessing  the  signature  of  Junius  with 
that  dated  October  5,  1771%  upon  the  subject 
of  "the  unhappy  differences,"  as  he  there  calls 
them  "  which  had  arisen  among  the  friends  of  the 
people,  and  divided  them  from  each  other" — ^he 
added  five  others  which  the  events  of  the  day  had 
impelled  him  to  write  during  the  reprinting  of 
the  letters,  notwithstanding  the  intention  he  had 
expressed  of  offering  nothing  further  under  this 
signature.     And .  instead  of  introducing  the  ex- 
planatory letters  written  under  other  signatures, 
he  confined  himself,  in  order  that  the  work  might 
be  published  before  the  ensuing  session  of  par- 
liament, to  three  justificatory  papers  alone :  the 
first,  under  the  title  of  "  A  Friend  of  Junius," 
containing  an  answer  to  "  A  Barrister  at  Law  j" 

'  Letter  lix.  Vol.  II.  p.  344. 
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the  second  an  anonymous  declaration  upon  cer- 
tain  points  on  which  his  opinion  had  been  mis- 
taken or  misrepresented;  and  the  third  an  extract 
from  a  letter  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  draWn  up  for  the 
purpose  of  being  laid  before  the  Bill  of  Rights 
Society,  with  a  view  of  vindicating  himself  from 
the  charge  of  having  written  in  favour  of  long 
parliaments  and  rotten  boroughs.  This  last  how- 
ever was  furnished j  not  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  but  from 
his  own  notes  j  "  you  shall  have  the  extract^* 
says  he,  "  to  go  into  the  second  volume :  it  will 
be  a  short  one  '.*' 

*  Private  Letter,  No.  45.  The  reader  will  readily  pardon, 
and  perhaps  thank  us,  for  pointing  out  to  his  particular  atten- 
tion the  following  exquisite  paragraph  with  which  the  above 
letter  closes,  but  which  formed  no  part  of  it  as  originally  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Wilkes.  It  refjers'to  an  able  argument  that 
an  excision  of  the  rotten  boroughs  from  the  representative 
system  might  perhaps  produce  more  mischief  than  benefit  to 
the  coHStitution.  '*  The  man,  who  fairly  and  completely  answers 
this  aipiment,  shall  have  my  thanks  and  my  applause.  My 
heart  is  already  with  him. — I  am  ready  to  be  converted. — I 
admire  his  moriility,  and  would  gladly  subscribe  to  the  articles 
of  his  faith. — Grateful,  as  I  am,  to  the  good  .being,  whose 
bounty  has  imparted  tp  me  this  reasoning  intellect,  whatever  it 
is,  I  hold  myself  proportionably  indebted  to  Him,  from  whos^ 
enlightened  understanding  another  ray  of  knowledge  comma*- 
nicates  to  mine.  But  neither  should, I  think  the  most  exalted 
faculties  of  the  human  mind,  a  gifl  worthy  of  the  Divinity ; 
tior  any  assistance,  in  the  improvement  of  them,  a  subject  of 
gi^titude  to  my  fellow-creature,  if  I  were  not  satisfied,  that 
really  to  infor4an  Uie  underslandiiig  correctft  and  enlarges  th^ 
heart."  ^ 


en  pmumvtARTt  mshx. 

Of  the  ^e  lettefs  actded  4iAer  hk  meant  to 
lucve  ck^)  and  iiad  ^cfiiaUy  faj^gtm  Dd  npriiit 
his  ^9^68,  four  ef  them  4fre  eiiber  yexptessdj  ad« 
dressed  to  loid  Masafield,  or  ibGideisttt%  xcfate 
to  him,  ki  con96^€«ce  of  Ms  iin^Viitg  iUegaUg 
(as  it  was  ^cont^nded)  admitted  «  iti^  ^  the 
name  of  John  Eyre  to  bail,  wh^,  :idthoiigh  pni* 
^essingafortan^c^  nearly  diirty  thousand  psvtads 
sterling,  had  stolen  a  quantity  of  ^aper  hi  quires 
out  of  one  of  tb6  public  offites  at  Gaiidhall, 
and  was  caught  in  4he  vbry  fh^.  The  oAer 
'  letter  is  addressed  to  the  object  of  his  Btesidy 
and  inveterate  hatred,  the  duke  of  Grafton, 
upon  the. defeat  of  his  attempt  to  transfer  tibe. 
duke  of  Portland's  estate  in  Cumberlaild^  con- 
sitting  of  what  had  formerly  been  crown  lands, 
to  sir  James  Lowther,  in  order  to  assist  the  latter 
in  securing  his  election  for  this  county* 

Such,  however,  was  his  anxiety  to  get  this 
work  completed  and  published  before  the  winter 
session  of  parliament,  that  he  was  ready  to  sacri- 
fice the  appearance  of  the  whole  of  these  addi- 
tional letters,  even  that  containing  bis  elaborate 
accusation  of  lord  Mansfield,  and  which  he  ac- 
knowledged to  have  cost  him  enormous  pains, 
rather  than  that  it  should  be  delayed  beyond  this 
.'j)eriod.  "  I  am  truly  concerned,'*  says  he  in  a 
private  letter  dated  January  2Q,  1778,  "  to  see 
that  the  puliation  of  tlie  book  is  so  long  delayed. 
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It  ought  to  l»ve  mp|ieBDed  befoMihe  meetifkgdf 
parliiGDbeiit«  S^  no  neaos  would  I  bave  yoo 
iBsert  tills  long  letter,  if  k  make  more  thm  the 
iJtiSkrence  <^two  days  in  tbepublioiitioii^  Believe 
me^  the  delay  is  a  r^al  i]i|ury  to  tbe'oattse\'' 

The  difficulties^  however,  of  sending  rprcgA 
and  mnses  fininraid  itnd  backwitd  mbte  so  oon^ 
sfitendde,  ihxt  iixe  laiixiety  idf  the  tuithbr  waa  nit 
gratifitid :  padEihieok  meti  Init  the  ixxik,  Waa  not 
]kiUisfa«d^  JoiftOT  became  eidtitetoely  mk|^tieat( 
yjbt  stilly  in  the  Aiost  eamatt  tei^tns  pibssed  atfc 
fniiblicatkm  befinfe  alderman  Sawbridge'^  moticMi 
in  factor  ^HpteOmal  farJkanents  Which  wm  to 
be  brought  forwaid  dnjthe  beginaiBg  of  Mardi. 
f^  Sntel^r/'  ^fB  he^  in  his  j^vate  letter  of  Fe^ 
•hfHiM^  il^j  ^^  ifou  hiive  inisjud^ed  it  veiy  ioliM^ 
^^tfiiiit  1Jb!0  bo^k  I'C^d  niot/bave.  tK)ti€eiv^ 
it^pctisibfe  tlmtyob  could  ptotraxH:  the  f)Bldioa!- 
4ioB  s6  long*  At  this  time,,  partioidaiiy  before 
"Mr^  ^wbridge'a  motion,  it  would  have.iieen  «)f 
hingidar  unie.  Yicm  have  4Bifled  too  iong.wilh 
fthe  ^\Mit  expeetatien :  Ht  ia  oertiinL  pbmt  lof 
Hime  fthe  foppetke  :pbils  :  1  ifekui  ycm  have  ikmdy 
hiit  thefsetem.  The  bodk,  I  anLnire,  wiU  lo% 
tbe  gvditest  .|^irt  of  the  effect  I  ebcpected  :fiom 
it. — But  I  have  done." 

lie  was  soon  however  consoled  by  iutelli- 
gence  from  his  friend  Woodfall  that,  unduly  as 

'  PttvateXetia-,  No.  5«.  *  Id.  N«.  55. 
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the  book  had  been  postponed^  it  was  not  for  wani 
of  any  exertions  of  his  own ;  and  that  late  as 
the  season  was,  it  would  still  precede  the  ex« 
pected  motion  of  alderman  Sawbridge'.  He, 
in  conse^ence,  replied  as  follows :  ^^  I  do  you 
the  justice  to  believe  that  the  delay  has  been 
unavoidable.  The  expedient  you  propose,  of 
printing  the  Dedication  and  Pre&ce  in  the  Pub- 
lic Advertiser  is  unadviseable*  The  attention  of 
tiie  public  would  then  be  quite  lost  to  the  book 
itself.  I  think  your  rivals  will  be  disappointed^ 
nobody  will  apply  to  them,  when  they  can  be 
supplied  at  the  fountain-head. — ^AU  I  can  now 
say,  is,  make  haste  with  tiie  book  V 

Tlie  Dedication,  Pre&ce,  and  the  materials 
for  his  notes  were  all  finished  about  the  ban- 
ning of  the  preceding  November  (1771).  The 
letters  at  large,  excepting  tiie  first  two  sheets 
which  were  revised  by  the  author  hunself,  were 
from  tiie  difficulty  of  conveyance  entrusted  to 
the  correction  of  Mr.  Woodfidl,  with  incidental 
amendments  obtained,  as  they  could  be,  by  an 
interchange  of  letters.  The  Dedication  and 
Pre&ce  were  confided  to  the  correction  of  Mr. 
Wilkes ',  with  whose  attention  the'  author  ex- 

\ 

N 

*  Tlie  letters  were  actually  published  March  3,  and  alder* 
man  Sawbridge's  motion  discussed  the  ensuing  day — which 
motion^  however,  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  251  against  88. 
*  Private  Letter,  No.  56.  ^  Id.  No.  40. 
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presses  himtdf  well  pleased.  <^  When  you  see 
Mr.  Wilkes/^  says  he  in  a  note  of  February  29^ 
1778,  ^^  pray  return  him  my  thanks  for  the  trou* 
ble  he  has  taken.  I  wish  he  had  taken  more ' :" 
inttmaiting  hereby  that  ther^  were  stiil  errors  of 
which  he  was  aware,  and  which  he  would  have 
corrected  if  possible. 

Yet  though  he  thus  continued  to  adhere  ri« 
gtdly  to  his  determination  never  agaiq  to  appear 
before  the  public  in  his  full  dress,  or  under  the 
signature  of  Jukius,  ai  he  exjM'esses  it  in  his 
Private  Letter  of  November  8, 17719  he  did  not 
plgect  occasionally  to  introduce  his  observations 
and  continue  his  severe  rtrictures  in  a  looser  and 
le$»  elaborate  form,  and  under  some  appellative 
or  other,  that  might  not  interfere  with  the  claims 
of  Junius  as  a  whole,  as  in  the  case  of  his  series 
of  letters  to  liN-d  Bairington,  see  No.  cv,  cvii, 
kc*  These,  however,  it  was  not  easy,  in  spite 
of  the  characteristic  style  t^t  still,  to  an  acute 
eye^  pervaded  thi^m,  for  the  world  at  larger  to 
hring  oomfdetely  home  to  the  real  writ^,  thougi|L 
many  of  them  were  frequently  charged  to  tlie 
accouQt  of  Juinus  by  the  political  critics  of  the 
day,  in  diferent  addresses  to  the  printer  upon 
this  sid^ect* 

^  :  To  ^dge  of  the  moral  and  political  character 
of  Junius  from  his  writings,  as  well  private  as 

*  Prhrate  Letter,  No.  57? 
VOL.  I.  E 
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public,  he  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  a  bold 
and  ardent  spirit,  tenaciously  honourable  in  his 
personal  connexions,  but  vehement  and  invete^ 
rate  in  his  enmities,  and  quick  and  irritable  in 
conceiving  them.  In  his  state  principles  he  was 
strictly  constitutional,  excepting  perhaps  upon 
the  single  point  of  denying  the  impeccability 
of  the  crown ;  in  those  of  religion  he,  at  least^ 
ostensibly  professed  an  attachment  to  the  esta- 
blished church. 

Of  his  personal  and  private  honour,  we  can 
only  judge  from  his  connexion  with  Mr.  Wood- 
fall.  Yet  this  connexion  is  perhaps  sufficient; 
for  throughout  the  whole  of  it  he  appears  in  a 
light  truly  ingenuous  and  liberal.  '*  If  unde- 
signedly," says  he  in  one  of  his  letters,  "  I 
should  send  you  any  thing  you  may  think  dan- 
gerous, judge  for  yourself,  or  take  any  opinion 
you  think  proper.  You  cannot  offend  or  af&ict 
me,  but  by  hazarding  youi;  own  safety'."  To 
the  same  effect  in  another  letter,  "  For  my  own 
part  I  can  very  truly  assure  you  that  nothing 
would  afflict  me  more  than  to  have  drawn  you 
into  a  personal  danger,  because  it  admits  of  no 
recompense*  A  little  expense  is  not  to  be  re- 
garded, and  I  hope  these  papers  have  reimbursed 
you.  ,  I  never  will  send  you  any  thing  that  / 

I  Private  Letter,  No.  43. 
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think  dangerous ;  but  the  risk  is  yours,  and  you 
muist  determine  for  yoursdf ." 

Upon  another  occasion,  being  sensible  that 
he  had  written  with  an  asperity  that  might  alarm 
his  correspondent,  he  .again  begged  him  not  to 
print  if  he  apprehended  any  danger;  adding 
that,  for  himself  he  should  not  be  offended  at 
his  desisting ;  and  merely  requesting  that  if  he 
did  not  chuse  to  take  the  risk  he  would  transmit 
the  paper  as  sent  to ^  him,  to  a  printer  who  was 
well  known  to  be  less  cautious  than  himselfl 
'*  The  inclosed,*'  Kiys  he  in  one  of  his  notes, 
^*  is  of  such  importance,  so  Very  material,  that 
it  must  be  given  to  the  public  immediately.  / 
win  not  adviscy  though  I  think  you  perfectly  safe. 
All  I  say  is  that  I  rely  upon  your  care  to  have  it 
printed  either  to-morrow  in  your  own  paper,  or 
to-night  in  the  Pacquet*.*' — To 'the 'Same  effect 
is  the  foUowirig  upon  another  occasion.  *'  I  hope 
you  will  approve  of  announcing  the  inclosed 
Junius  to-iiiorrow,  and  publishing  it  oh  Monday. 
If,  for  any  reasons  that  do  not  occur  to  me,  you 
should  think  it  unadviseable  to  print  it,  as  it 
Stands,  I  must  entfeat  the  favour  of  you  to 
transmit  it  to  Bingley,  and  satisfy  him  that  it  is 
a  real  Junius,  worth  a  North  Briton  extraordi- 
nary. It  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  altering  any  part  of  it  ^" 

'  Private  Letter,  No.  35.         *  Idl.  No.  38.        ^  Id.  No.  34. 
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Upon  the  printer'B  being  menaced  >dth  4 
pTosecuti6n  on  the  part  of  the  duke  of  Grafton^ 
in  consequence  of  the  publication  of  JvKiys's 
letter  to  him  of  the  date  of  December  12, 1769, 
accusing  this  nobleman ,  of  having,  in  the  most 
corrupt  and  sinister  manner,  either  sold  or  con«* 
nived  at  the  sale  <^  a  patent  place  in  the  collec*> 
tion  of  die  customs  at  Exeter,  he  writes  as  fol'^ 
lows  ^  ^^  As  to  yourself  I  am  convinced  tlie  mi^^ 
nistry  will  not  venture  to  attack  you ;  liiey  dare 
not  submit  to  such  an  enquiry.  If  they  do, 
shew  no  feiir,  but  tell  Aeta  plainly  you  will  jus- 
tify, and  subpoeni  Mn  Hine,  Burgoyne,  and 
Bradsbaw  of  the  TredAury :  that  will  i^lence  them 
at  once  '.**  The  printer,  however,  was  still  fear- 
fill,  and  could  not  avoid  expressing  himself  so 
to  his  invisible  friend ;  who  thus  rejdied  to  his 
prqposal  of  volunteering  an  apology :  ^  Judge 
for  you]:self.  T  enter  sincerely  into  the  anxiety 
of  your  situation;  at  the  same  time  I  am  strong^ 
inclined  to  think  thftt  you  will  not  be  called 
upon.  They  can»ot  do  it  witiiout  subjecting 
Mine's  aflSur  to  an  enquiry,  which  would  be  worse 
than  death  to  the  minister.  As  it  is,  they  are 
more  seriously  stabbed  with  tins  last  stroke, 
tiian  allthe  rest.  Atany  rate^  stand  firth:  (I 
mean  with  all  the  hiimUe  ap|)earances,  of  coa<- 

« 

•Private  Letter, -No.  15. 
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trition;)  if  you  trim'  or  fiuilter,  you  will  lose 
friends  without  gaining  others'.''  The  firi^* 
ly  advice  thus  shrewdly  given  was  punctiliously 
followed;  and  the  predictions  of  Junius  were 
more  than  accomplished:  for  the  minister  not 
only  did  not  dare  to  enforce  his  menaces,  but  at 
the  same  time  thought  it  ^Expedient  to  drop  ab« 
niptly  the  prosecution  of  Mr.  Vaughan,  which 
this  attack  iqxm  him  was  expressly  designed  to 
%fat  :ofl^  and  to  drop  it  too,  after  the  rule 
against  Voc^han  had  been  made  absdiute. 

Upon  the  puMication  of  Juhius's  letter  to 
the  King,  Woodfidl  was  not  quite  so  fbrtunat^^ 
but  his  invisible  friend  still  ftUowed  him  with 
assistance ;  he  offered  him,  as  has  already  been 
observed,  a  reimbursemeat  of  whatever  might 
be  his  pecuniary  expenses,  and  aided  him  in  a 
8tm  higher  d^ree  witii  tiie  soundest  prudential 
and  l^al  advice.^  Upon  a  subsequent  occasion 
also,  he  makes  the  following  observation.  *^  As 
to  yourself  I  really  think  you  in  no  danger. 
Y(m  tu*e  not  the  object,  and  punishing  you 
would  be  no  grat^cation  to  the  KingV*— But 
upon  this  subject,  the  following  is  one  of  the 
most  impiMCtant  notes,  as,  although  be  expressly 
denies  dQ  prq^mmuil  knowl6dge  irf'the  hw,  it 
sufficientiy  proves  that  he  was  better  acquainted 
with  it  than  many  who  are  actual  practitioners^ 

»^Private  Letter,  Na.  17.         .     *  H.  No.  48. 
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"  I  have  carefully  perused  the  Infermation:  it  in 
30  loose  and  ill-drawn  that  I  am  persuaded  Mr. 
De  Grey'  could  not  have  had  a  hand  in  it. 
Their  inserting  the  whole,  proves  they  had  no 
strong  passages  to  fix  on.  I  still  think  it  will 
not  be  tried.  If  it  should,  it  is  not  possible  for 
a  jury  to  find  you  guilty*." 

In  his  first  ppinion  he  was  mistaken ;  in  hr$ 
second  be  was  correct.  The  cause  was  tried  at 
Nisi  Prius — but  no  one  has  yet  forgotten  that 
the  verdict  returned  was  "  guilty  of  printing  and 
publishipg  bnJyi^*  «.^hich  in  fact  implied  not 
guilty  at  all  ^ 

It  is  to  this  cause,  as  has  been  already  glanced 
at,  we  are  ch^fly  indebted  for  an  acknowledged 
and,  unequivocal  right  in  the^  jury  to  return  a 
general  .verdict— ^that  is,  a  verdict  that  shall  em- 
brace matter  of  kw  as  well  as  matter  of  fact. 
From  the  ambiguity  of  the  verdict  however,  ,in 
the  case  befwe  us,  a  motion  was  made  by  the 
defendant's  counsel  in  arrest  of  judgment;  at  the 
Same  time  that  an  opposite  motion  was  advanced 
by  the  counsel  for  the  crown,  for  a  rule  upon 
the  defendant  to  shew  cause  why  the  verdict 
should  ,not  be*  entered  up  according  to  the  leg(d 
import  of  the  words.     On  both  sides  a  rule  to 

*  At  that  time  Attorney  General. 

•private  Letter,  No.  20. 

^  See  Editor's  notes  post,  p,  358  and  p.  62  of  .Vol.  IL 
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show  cause  was  granted,  and  the  matter  beiii^ 
argued  before  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  not" 
withstanding  the  bench  appears  to  have  been 
strongly  and  ^unanimously  in  &vour  of  the  ver- 
dict being  entered  up^  the  result  was  the  grant 
of  a  new  trial  i  which,  however,  was  not,  pro* 
ceeded  in,  for  want  of  proof  of  the  pubEcatioir 
of  the  paper  in  question'. 

^That  Junius  was  quick  and  irritable  in  con- 
ceiving disgust,  and  vehement,  and  even  at  times 
malignant,  in  his  enmities,,  we  may  equally  as*- 
certain  from  his  private.aqjd.his  public  commu- 
nications. In  the  violence  of  his  hatreds  almost^ 
every  one  whom  he  attacks  is  guilty  in  the  ex- 
treme ;  there  are  no  degrees  of  comparison  ei- 
ther in  their  criminality  or  his' own  detestation : 
the  whole  is  equally  superlative.  If  the  duke 
of  Grafton  be  the  object  of  his  address,  "  every 
villain  in  the  kingdom,"  says  he,  "  is  your 
fiiend*-t-the  very  sunshine  you  live  in  is  a  pre- 
lude to  your  dissolution  ^"  If  lord  Mansfield 
faU  beneath  his^la^,  "  I  do  not  scruple  to  a£Brm, 
with  the  most  solemn  appeal  to  God  for  my 
sincerity,  that,  in  my  judgment,  he  is  the  very 
worst  and  most  dangerous  man  in  the  king- 
doiji^."  .An  opinion  corroborated  by  him  in  his 


'  V6L  I.  p.  29—34.  *  Vol.  II.  p.  401.  ^  j^^  p,  40©, 

♦Vol.  II.  p.  443. 
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private  corr6q>ondenc6 :  **  We  have  got  the 
rascal  down/'  says  he,  **  let  us  strangle  him 
if  it  be  posnbleS"  In  like  manner  addressing 
himself  to  lord  Barrington,  <<  You  are  so  de- 
tested and  despisied  by  all  parties  (because  all 
parties  know  you)  that  England,  Scotland,  and 
Irelafid  have  but  one  wish  concerning  you*;*^ 
while  bis  note  to  the  printer  accompanying  this 
address,  closes  thus:  ^' The  proceedings  of  this 
wretch  are  unaccountable.  There  mmt  be  some 
mystery  in  it,  which  I  hope  will  soon  be  disco- 
vered to  his  confusion.  Next  to  the  duke  of 
Graftbn,  I  verily  believe  that  the  blackest  heatt 
in  the  kingdom  belongs  to  lord  Barhngton'.'^ 
Even  Scievda,  an  anonymous  writer,  whom  he 
knew  not,  is  «  a  blockhead"  and  «  a  fbol^*^  for 
opposing  him:  Swinney,  for  his  impertinent  en- 
quiry of  lord  G.  Sackville,  ^  a  wretdied  but  a 
dangerous  fooP;^'  and  Garrick,  on  the  same 
account,  •*  a  rascal,  and  a  vagabond*^."  . 

Yet  it  is  not  difficult  to  account  for.  the  more 
violent  of  bis  political  abhorrencesj  and  which 
seem,  indeed,  to  have  been  almost  e:icllisively 
directed  against  the  three  ministerial  characters 
just  enumerated  in  conjunction  with  the  ear(  of 
Bute:  for  his  attacks  upon  the  duke  of  Bedfi>rd 

» Private  Letter,  No.  24.  *  Vol.  III.  p.  449. 

^  Pfivatte  Letter,  No.  61.  ♦  Id.  Nos.  46  koi  47. 

5  Id.  No.  5.        ^  Id.  Nds.  41  and  43. 
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and  sir  William  Blackstone,  are  but  light  and 
ctoual  when  compared  with  his  incessant  and 
umnitigated  tirades  against  these  noblemra.    , 

Firmly  rooted  in  the  best  Whig  principles  of 
the  day,  he  had  an  invincible  hatred  of  lord  Bute 
as  the  gr^nd  pr<^  and  foundation-«tone  of  Tory<* 
ism  in' its  worst  and  most  arbitrary  tendencies: 
as  introduced  into  Cailton-house  against  the  con« 
tent  of  his  present  Majesty's  royal  grand&ther, 
through  Ihe  overweening  favouritism  of  the  prin* 
cess  dowager  of  Wales;  as  having  obtained  an 
entire  ascendancy  ov6r  this  princess,  and  throuj^ 
this  princess  over  the  King,  whose  non-^age  had 
been  entirdy  entrusted  to  him,  and  throu^  the 
King  over  die  cabinet  and  the  parliament  itsd£ 
The  introduction  of  lord  Bute  into  the  post  of 
chief  preceptor  to  his  Majesty  was  in  our  au* 
thor'19  opinicm  an  inexpiable  evil.  ^^  Thaty*  says 
he,  ^  was  the  salient  point  from  which  all  the  mis- 
chiefi  and  dif^races  of  the  present  rdga  took 
life  add  motion/'  VoL  II.  p.  65.  Hius  despising 
the  tutoi*,  he  could  have  no  great  reverence  for 
the  pupil :  and  hence  the  personal  dislike  he  toa 
frequency  betrays,  4nd  occasionally  in  language 
altogether  intemperate  and  unjustifidble,  for  l^e 
Sovereign.  Hence,  too,  his  unconquerable  pr^ur 
dice  against  Scotchmen  of  ewtty  rank* 

The  same  cause  excited  his  antipathy  against 
lord  Manafieldf  even  before  his  lordship's  wAi^ 
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trary  line  of  conduct  had  proved  that  our  au- 
thor's Suspicions  concerning  him  were  well- 
founded.  Lord  Mansfield  was  a  Scotchman : 
but  this  was  not  the  whole.  Under  the  patron- 
age  of  lord  Stormont,  he  had  been  educated 
with  the  highest  veneration  for  the  whole  Stuart 
family,  and  especially  for  the  Pretender  j  whose 
health,  when  a  young  man,  had  been  bis  favor- 
ite toast,  and  to  whom  his  brother  \^as  attached 
as  a  confidential  and  private  agent.  It  was  for 
these  sentiments,-  and  for  the  politics  which  in- 
truded themselves  in  his  judicial  proceedings, 
where  the  crown  was  concerned,  that  our  author 
expressed  himself  in  ^such  bitter  terms  against 
the  chief  justice.  "  Our  language,'*  says  he,  in 
Letter  xli.  Vol.  IL  p.  1 60,  "  has  no  term  of  re- 
proach, the  mind  has  no  idea  of  detestation, 
which  has  not  already  been  happily  applied  to 
you,  and  exhausted.-— Ample  justice  has  been 
done,  by  abler  pens  than  mine  Ho  the  separate 
merits  of  your  life  and  character.  Let  it  be  mtf 
humble  office  to  collect  the  scattered  sweets,  tiU 
their  united  virtue  tortures  the  sense.'* 

His  detestation  of  the  duke  of  Grafton  pro- 
ceeded from  his  Grace's  having  abandbned  his 
patron  lord  Chatham,  and  the  Whig  principles 
into  which  he  had  been  initiated  under  him,  to 
gratify  his  own  ambition  on  the  first  offer  that 
occurred :   from  his  having  afterwards  united 
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sometimes  with  the  Bedford  party,  sometimes 
with  lord  Bute,  and  sometimes  with  other  con^ 
iUexions  of  whatever  principles  or  professions, 
whenever  the  union  appeared  favourable  to  his 
personal  views ;  and  from  his  having  hereby  pre- 
vented that  general  coalition  of  the  different  di- 
visions of  Whig  statesmen,  which  must  in  all 
probability  have  proved  permanently  triumphant 
.over  the  power  of  the  King  himself^  **  My  ab- 
horrence "of  the  Duke,"  says  Junius,  "  arises  from 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  his  character,  and 
from  a  thorough  conviction  that  his  baseness  has 
been  the  cause  of  greater  mischief  to  England 
than  even  the  unfortunate  ambition  of  lo]:id 
Bute\" 

It  was  not  necessary  for  lord  Barrington  to 
be  a  Scotchman  in  order  to  excite  the  antipathy 
of  Junius.  He  might  justly  despise  and  even 
hate  him  (if  it  be  allowable  to  indulge  a  private 
hatred  against  a  public  character  of  any  kind) 
for  his  political  versatilities  and  want  of  all  prin- 
ciple ;  for  atrocities  indeed,  which  no  man  can 
yet  have  forgotten,  and  which  never  can  be  bu- 
ried in  fbrgetfulness  but  with  the  total  oblivion 
of  his  name.  Barrington,  independently  of  these 
general  considerations,  however,  was  the  man 

•  y<d.  II.  p.  811. 
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who  moved  for  Wilkes's  expulsioii  from  parlia** 
ment,  in  which  he  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Bigby* 

These  were  the  prime  objects  of  our  author'^ 
abhorrence;  and  in  proportion  as  other  politi* 
cians  were  connected  withr  them  by  principles  or 
want  of  principles,  confederacy,  nation,  or  evea 
&mily,  he  abhorred  them  also. 

His  reasons  for  believing  that  the  coAstitu^ 
tion  allows  h^m  to  regard  the  reigniftg  prince  as 
occasionally  culpable  in  his  own  person,  are 
given  at  large  in  his  Preface^  To  few  pebj^e 
perhaps  in  the  present  day  will  they  carry 
conviction.  But,  bating  this  single  opinion,  his 
view  of  the  principles  and  powers  of  the  consti* 
tution,  appears  to  be  equally  correct  and  pei*« 
spicuous;  Upon  the  question  of  general  war- 
rants ;  of  the  right  of  juries  to  retulrn  general 
verdicts,  or  in  other  words,  to  determine  upon 
the  law  as  well  as  upon  the  &ct }  of  the  unli* 
mited  power  of  Lords  Chief  Justices  to  ad|nit  to 
bail }  of  the  illegality  of  suspending  acts  of  par* 
liament  by  proclamation,  we  owe  him  much;  he 
was  a  warm  and  zigid  supporter  of  the  co-e^tent> 
as  well  as  co-existence  of  the  three  estates  of 
the  government,  and  it  was  from  this  principle 
alone  that  he  argued  against  the  system  of  inde^ 
finite  privilege  as  appertaining  to  either  house 
individually ;  and  as  allowing  'it  a  power  of  ar« 
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bitrary  punidiment,  for  what  may  occasionally 
be  regarded  as  a  contempt  of  such  house,  or  a 
breach  of  such  ]»ivil^e. 

Personally  and  outrageously  inimical,  how* 
ever,  as  he  was,  to  the  reigning  prince,  and 
earnestly  devoted  as  he  seems  to  have  been  to 
the  cause  of  the  people,  neither  his  enmity  nor 
his  patriotism  hurried  him  into  any  of  those 
political  extravagancies  which  have  peculiarly 
mailced  the  character  of  the  present  s^ :  a  lu 
nuted  monarchy,  lilce  our  own,  he  <^nly  pre- 
fenred  to  a  repuUic ;  he  contended  for  the  con- 
fftitudonal  right  of  impressing,  in  case  of  emer- 
gency, 8ea-&ring  men  for  the  common  service 
of  the  Country ;  strenuously  opposed  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  in  their  endear 
vours  to  restore  annual  parliaments,  and  their 
fiindful,  but  as  it  appeared  to  him,  unconstituh 
tiomd  plan  of  purifying  the  legislature  by  dis- 
franchisiiig  a  number  of  boroughs  which  tfiey 
had  chosen  to  regard  as  totally  corrupt  and  rot- 
ten ;  and  anterior  to  the  American  contest  was 
as  thoroughly  convinced  as  Mr,  George  Gren^ 
vffle  himself  of  die  supremacy  of  the  legislature 
of  this  counlay  over  the  American  cdonieB'. 

Upon  the  first  pmnt  he  observes :  ^<  I  can  mora 

"  See  Miscellaneous  Letters,  Nq.  x.  as  well  as  various  pthers 
ii\  the  year  1768r  , 
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readil;^  admire  the  liberal  spirit  and  integrity, 
than' the  sound  judgment  of  any  man,  who  pre- 
fers a  republican  form  of  government,  in  this  or 
any  other  empire  of  equal  extent^  to  a  monarchy 
so  qualified  and  limited  as  ours.  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  neither  is  it  in  theory  the  wisest 
system  of  government,  nor  practicable  in  this 
country*."  Upon*  the  second  point  he  appears  ^ 
to  have  been  chiefly  influenced  by  judge  Foster's 
argument  on  the  legality  of  pressing  seamen, 
and  his  comment  on  that  argument  may  be  seen 
in  his  observations.  Vol.  II.  p.  351,  381  and  393. 
Upon  the  third  and  fourth  points  he  thus  ingen- 
uously expresses  himself:  "  Whenever  the  ques- 
tion  shall  be  seriously  agitated,  I  will  endeavour  ' 
(and  if  I  live,  will  assuredly  attempt  it,)  to  con- 
vince the  English  nation,  by  arguments  to  my 
understanding  unanswerable,  that  they  ought  to 
insist  upon  a  triennial^  and  banish  the  idea  of  an 

annual  parliament. ^^As'to  cutting  away  the 

rotten  boroughs,  I  am  as  much  ofiended  as  any 
man  at  seeing  so  many  of  them  under  the  direct 
influence  of,  the  crown,  or  at  the  disposaLof  pri- 
vate persons  j  yet,  I  own,  I  have  both  doubts 
and  apprehensions,  in  regard  to  the  remedy  you 
propose.  I  shall  be  charged,  perhaps,  with  an 
unusual  want  of  political  intrepidity,  when  I 

'  Vol.  II.  p.  347,  348.  ♦ 


PRELIMINARY  ESSAY.  7» 

4 

\ 

lionestly  confess  to  you,  that  I  am  startled  'hi  the 
idea  of  so  extensive  an  amputation.  In  the  first 
place,  I  question  the  power,  dejurCy  of  the  l^s« 
lature  to  disfranchise  a  number '  of  boroughs^ 
upon  the  general  ground  of  improving  the  con* 
stitution. — When  you  propose  to  cut  away  the 
rotten  parts,  can  you  tell  us  what  parts  are  per- 
fectly sound  ?  Are  there  any  certain  limits,  in 
fact  or  theory,  to  inform  you  at  what  point  you 
must  stop, — ^at  what  point  the  mortification 
ends' V' 

Junius  has  been  repeatedly  accused  of  hav- 
ing been  a  party-man,  but  perhaps  no  political 
satirist  was  ever  less  so.  To  Mr.  Wilkes  and 
Mr.  Home  he  was  equally  indifferent,  except^ 
in  r^ard  to  their  public  principles  and  public 
characters.  In  his  estimation  the  cause  alone 
was  every  thing,  and  they  were  only  of  value  as 
the  temporary  and  ^accidental  supporters  of  it. 
"  Let  us  employ  these  men,'*  says  he,  "  in 
whatever  departments  their  various  abilities  are  ! 
best  suited  to,  and  as  much  to  the  advantage  of 
the  common  cause,  as  their  different  inclinations 
will  permit. — If  individuals  have  no  virtues, 
their  vices  may  be  of  use  to  us.  I  care  not 
with  what  principle  the  new-bom  patriot  is  ani- 
mated, if  the  measures  he  supports  are  beneficial 
to  thie  community.     The  nation  is  interested  in 

'  Vol.  IL  p.  445—8. 
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his  conduct  His  motives  are  his  owii«  The 
properties  of  a  patriot  are  perishd>le  in  the  indi* 
vidualy  but  th^re  is  a  qaic|c  succession  of  sub* 
jects,  and  the  breed  is  wortli  preserving '."  It 
was  in  this  view  of  the  politics  of  the  day»  tliat 
he  jMivately  cautioned  his  friend  Wooc^fitli^  as 
has  been  already  noticed,  ^^  to  be  much  upon 
his  guard  against  patriots^***  and  in  the  con- 
sciomness  of  pos^essiag  a  truly  independent  spi- 
rit, that  he  boasted  of  being  ^'  disowned,  as  a 
dangerous  auxiliary,  by  every  party  in  the  king- 
dom %'^  his  creed  not  ex{»iessly  comporting  with 
any  single  party  creed  whatever. 

Yet  there  were  statesmen  whom  he  believed 
to  be  trufy  honest  and  upright,  and  for  whom 
he  felt  a  personal  as  well  as  a  political  reverence : 
and  it  is  no  small  proof  of  the  keenness  of  his 
penetration  that  the  characters,  whom  he  thus 
singled  oat  fiom  the  common  mass  of  pretenders 
to  genuine  patriotism,  have  been  ever  since  grow- 
ing in  the  pidbliic  estimation,  and  are  now  justly 
looked  back  to  as  the  pillars  and  bulwarks  of  liie 
iEii^ybdi  constitution.  His  high  opinion  of  the 
general  pxrity  and  virtue  of  IchhI  Camden  we 
have  already  noticed^  ^^.  Lwd  Bute,^^  ^ys  he, 
in  deacrihtng  several  odiers  of  whom  he  equal^ 
Improved,  ^^  &>uad  do  nesource  of  dependence 
or  security  in  the  prond^  imposing  superiority^ 

*  Vol.  II.  p.  346.  356.  *  Private  Letter,  No.  44, 

»  \W.  II  p*  905. 
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of  lord  Chatham's  abilities,  the  shrewd,  inflext* 
ble  judgment  of  Mr.  Grenville  \  nor  in  the  mild^ 
but  determined  integrity  of  lord  Rockingham*/* 
He  also  seems  disposed  to  have  entertained  a 
good  opinion  of  lord  Holland ;.  and  this  is  the 
rather  entitled  to  attention,  as  the  opinion  was 
communicated  confidentially.  **  I  wish,"  says 
he,  "  lord  Holland  may  acquit  himself  with  ho- 
nour :  if  his  cause  be  good,  he  should  at  once 
have  published  that  account  to  which  he  refers 
in  his  letter  to  the  mayor  ^.*'  With  respect  to 
Mr.  Sawbridge,  and  his  worthy  colleague,  he 
observes,  «  My  memory  fails  me  if  I  have  men- 
tioned their  names  with  disrespect ; — unless  it 
be  reproachful .  to  acknowledge  a  sincere  re- 
spect for  the  character  of  Mr.  Sawbridge,  and 
not  to  have  questioned  the  innocence  of  Mr. 
Oliver's  intentions*?*  And  again,  adverting  to 
the  former,  it  were  much  to  be  desired,  that  we 
had  many  such,  men  as  Mr.  Sawbridge  to  re- 

'  Of  all  the  pditical  cbaracten  of  the  day  Mr.  Qrenville 
appears  to  have  been,  our  author's  favourite:  no  man  waa 
more  open  to  censure  in  many  parts  of  his  conduct,  but  he 
is  never  censured :  while,  on  the  contrary,  he  is  extolled  wher- 
ever an  opportunity  offers;  yet  Jt7Nits  positively  asserted  that 
he  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  Grenvifle.  Compare 
Misoellaneoua  Leitiers,  No.  xxix.  Vol.  III.  p.  73^  with  Vol.  I. 
p.  533. 

*  Post,  p.  507.  '  Private  Letter,  No.  5. 

♦  Vol.  II.  p.  310. 
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present  us  in  parliament.^-^1  sp^ak  froitr  com^^ 
mon  repprt  and  opimon  only,  when  I  impute  to 
kim  a  speculative  pFedileetion  in  fiivour  of  a  re- 
publjc.-^In  the  personal  conduct  and  ipanners 
of  the  miin,  I  cannot  be  mistakcin.  He  has 
shewn  himself  possessed  of  that  republican  firm- 
ness,  whicfaf  the  times  require,  and  by  which  an 
English  gentleman  may  be  as  usefully  and  as  ho- 
nourably distinguished,  as  any  citizen  pf  andkjot 
Rome,  t)f  Athens,  or  Lacedaemon  \'' 

Yet  the  times  were  too  corrupt,  and  t^e  in- 
stances of  defection  too  numerous,  to  allow  so 
wary  a  statesman  as  Junius  to  regard  even  these 
exalted  characters  without  ojccasional  sps^ucion 
and  jealousy.  Much  as  he  approved  of  the 
marquis  of  Rockingham  personally^  be  regard^ 
him  publicly  as  forming  a  feeble  administration 
that  dissolved  in  its  own  weakness  >  He  had 
more  than  once  spme  doubts  of  the  mottvea 
both  of  lord  Camden  and  lord  Chatham  :  their 
opposition  at  the  commencement  of  the  Ameri- 
can contest  he  Was  jealous  of;  and  ascribed  it 
tather  to  political  pique  than  to  liberal  patriot- 
ism '.  To  his  friend  he  writes  thus  confidenti- 
ally, "  The  duke  of  Grafton  l}as  been  long  hk- 
ifouring  to  detach  Camden^;'*  and  in  unison 
witb  this  idea  he  tells  his  Lordship  himself  pub- 

'  Vol.  II.  f.  349.        *  Post,  p.  583.        ^  Id.  p.  3$4, 395. 

*  Private  Letter^  No.  47* 
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lidy,  **  1?  yott  decline  this  honourable  office^ 
I  &ar  it  will  be  said  that,  for  some  months  past » 
you  have  kept  too  much  company  with  the  duke 
of  Grafton'/'  And  even  as  late  as  August, 
177l>  when  lord  Chatham  had  been  progres- 
sively, growing  on  his  good  opinion,  he  thus 
cautiously  praises  him.  "  If  his  ambition  be 
upon  a  level  with  his  understanding ; — if  he 
judges  ctf  what  is  truly  lionourable  for  himself^ 
with  the  same  superior  genius,  which  animates 
aind  directs  him  to  eloquence  in  debate,  to  wis- 
dom in  decision,  even  the  pen  of  Junius  shall 
ctmtnbute  to  reward  him.  Hecorded  honours 
shall  gather  round  his  monument,  and  thicken 
oyer  him.  It  is  a  solid  fabric,  and  will  support 
the  laurels  that  adorji  it — I  am  not  conversant 
in  the  language  of  panegyric.~-These  praise^ 
are  extorted  from  me ;  but  they  will  wear  well^ 
for  they  have  been  dearly  earned  \*^ 

In  his  religious  opinions  J^muB  has  be^  ac- 
cused of  deism  and  atheism  ^  but  o»  what  ac- 
count it  seemd  impossible  to  ascertain :  he  has 
by  others  been  conceJved  to  have  been  9  dis- 
senter^; yet  with  as  little  reason.  To  judge 
from  the  few  pass^es  m  his  own  writings  that 
^ave  any  beairing  upon  tKe  question,  and  which 
occur  chiefly  in  bis  letter,  under  the  signature  of 

'  Vol.  II.  p.  443.  *  Id.  p.  310,  311.  ^Heroi/s 

edition  of  the  Letters  of  Junivs>.Vo1.  L  p.69.    . 
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Philo-Junius,  of  Aug.  26,  1Y71,  Vol.  11.  p.  31?; 
he  appears  to  have  been  a  Chrifstian  upon  the 
most  sincere  conviction;  one  of  whose  chief  oh* 
jects  was  to  defend  the  religion  established  by 
law,  and  who  was  resolved  to  renomnce  and  give 
up  to  public  contempt  and  indignation  every  man 
who  should  be  capable  of  uttering  a  disrespect* 
ful  word  against  it.  To  the  religion  of  the  court, 
it  must  be  confessed  that  he  was  no  friend ;  and 
to  speak  ihe  truth  it  constituted,  at  the  period 
in  question,  an  anomaly  not  a  little  difficult  of 
solution.  To  behpld  a  sanctuary  self-surround-» 
ed  by  a  moat  of  pollution ;  a  prince  strictly  and 
exemplarily  pious,  selecting  for  his  confidential 
advisers  men  of  the  most  abandoned  debauchery 
ajid  profligacy  of  life,  demanded,  in  order  to 
penetrate  the  mystery,  a  knowledge. never  com* 
pletely  acquired  till  the  present  day,  which  has 
sufficiently  demonstrated  how  impossible  it  is  for 
a  king  of  England,  to  exercise  at  all  times  a 
real  option  in  the  appointment  of  his  minis* 
ters.  The  severity  with  which  our  author  uni* 
formly  satirized  every  violation  of ;  public  >  de* 
corum,  at  least  entitles  him  to  public  grati* 
tude,  and  does,  credit  to  the  purity  of  his  heart'; 
and  if  his  morality  may*  be  judged  of  by  various 
occasional  observations  and  advices  scattered 
throughout   his   private  intercourse  with   Mr. 

■  Se«  especially  Po^t,  pp»  493—500  and  576,  577. 
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Woodfall,  some  instances  of  which  have  already 
been  selected,  it  is  impossible  to  do  otherwise 
than  approve  both  his  principles  and  his  conduct. 
Whether  the  writer  of  these  letters  had  any 
other  and  less  worthy  object  in  view  than  that 
he  uniformly  avowed,  namely,  a  desire  to  sub-' 
serve  the  best  political  interests  of  his  country, 
it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  with  precision.  It 
is  unquestionably  no  common'  occurrence  in  his- 
tory, to  behold  a  man  thus  steadily,  and  almost 
incessantly,  for  five  years,  volunteermg  his  ser- 
vices  in  the  cause  of  the  people,  amidst  abuse 
and  slander  from  every  party,  exposed  to  uni- 
versal resentment,  unknown,  and  not  daring  to 
be  known,  without  having  ^ny  personal  object 
*to  acquire,  any  sinister  motive  of  individual  ag- 
grandisement or  reward.  Yet  nothing  either  in 
his  public  qr  private  letters  aflTords  us 'any  tan- 
gible proof  that  he  was  thus  actuated".  Through- 
out the  whole,  from  first  to  last,  in  the  midst  of 
all  his  warmth,  and  rancour,  his  argument  and 

*       « 

declamation,  his  appeal  to^the  public^  and  his 

notes  to  his  confidential  friend,  he  seems  to  have 

•     »     . 

been  influenced  by  the  stimulus  of  sound  and 
genuine  patriotism  alone.  *  With  this  he  com- 
menced his  career,  and  with  this  he  retired  from 

'The  only  hints  which  can  be  gathered  that  he  bad  any 
prospect  at  any  time  of  engaging  in  public  life>  are  in  Private 
Letters,  No.  17»  and  No.  65,  p.  264:  but  even  these  are  of 
<}ue8tionabIe  meaning.  ; 
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the  fi«ld  of  actioHy  retaining^  at  least  a  twelve^ 
month  afterwardS)  ^e  latest  period  in  wfaieb  W9 
are  able  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  him,  the  sam« 
political  sentiments  be  had  professed  (m  his  first 
appearance  before  the  worM,  and  still  ready  ta 
renew  his  eibrts  the  very  moment  he  could  per** 
ceive  they  had  a  chance  of  being  attended  with 
lienefit.  Under  these  circumstances,  therefore, 
however  difficult  it  may  be  to  acquit  him  altoge- 
ther of  perscuial  considerations,  it  is  still  more 
difficult,  and  must  be  altogether  unjust,,  unge^ 
nerous,  and  illogical  to  suspect  his  integrity. 

It  has  often  h^en  said^  from  the  general 
knowledge  he  has  evinced  of  £ng]ish  jurispru^ 
dence,  that  he  must  have  stgdied  the  law  pro- 
fessionally^ and  in  one  of  his  Pi^vate  Letters 
already  quoted,  he  gives  his  personal  opinion 
upon  the  mode  in  which  the  informatieai  of  the 
King  against  Woodfidl  was  drawn  up,  in  a  mw- 
ner  that  may  serve  to  countenance  such  an  opi- 
nion.  Yet  on  other  occasions  he  speaks  obviously 
not  from  his  own  professional  knowledge,  but 
firom  a  consultation  with  legal  practitioners: 
**  The  information^ '  says  he,  **  wUl  only  be  for  a 

m 

misdemeanour,  and  I  am  advised  that  no*  jury, 
especially  iu  these  times,  will  find  it  \^  Ijx  like* 

'  Private  Letter,  No;  1^. 

*  Bl  9(^^|jis  10  like  maai»$r  of  legal  cDnault^tioiig  aad  the  di£- 

ftcakie»  be  labe«H*ed  ttnder  of  obUinkig  4>Bgal  .advice;  froBi  the 

peculiarity  of  his  situation^  in  Private  Lettev  70,  p.  908,    Axki 

in 
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manner,  although  he  s^rms  in  his  elaborate  let-* 
ter  to  lord  Mansfield,  "  I  well  knew  the  practice 
of  the  c6urt,  and  by  what  legal  rules  it  ought  to 
be  directed  ';**  yet  he  is  for  even  contemning  the 

intricacies  and  littlenesses  of  special  pleading, 

• 

and  in  his  Prefece  declares  unequivocally,  "  I 
am  no  lawyer  by  4[)re>fession,  nor  do  I  pretend' 
to  be  more  deeply  read  than  every  English  gen- 
tleman should  be  in  the  laws  of  his  country.  If 
therdbre  the  principles  I  maintain  are  truly  con-' 
stitutibhal,  I  shall  not  think  myself  answered,^ 
l9iough  I  should  be  convicted  of  a  mistake  in 
terms,  or  of  misapplying  the  language  of  the 
few*/' 

That  he  was  of  some  rank  and  consequence 
seems  generalfy  to  have  been  admitted  by  bis 
opponents,  and  must  indeed  necessarily  follow, 
as^'has  been  already  casualty  hinted  at,  from  the 
&eility  with  which  he  acquired  political  informa- 
tion, and  a  knowledge  of  ministerial  intrigues. 
IH'  one  place  he  expressly  affirms  that  his  <*  rank 
and  fortune  pfece  khn  above  a  common  bribe  ^j**' 
in  another,  "  I  should  have  hoped  that  even  nh/ 
name  might  carry  some  authority  with  it  ^"  On 
one  occasion  he  intimates  an  intention  of  com- 
posing a  regular  history  of  the  duke  of  Grafton's 

in  the  same  letter,  p.  312,  he  makes  the  following  pointed  con- 
fession :  '**  though  I  use  the  terms  of  art,  do  not  irtjure  me  so 
much  as  to  suspect  I  am  a  lawyer.  I  had  as  lief  be  a  Scotch- 
man."      "    *  Vol.  II.  p.  409.  *  Post,  p.  S&O,  ^51. 

^  Miscellaneous  Letters,  No.  iiv.  Vol.  HI.  p.  2Q2.     ^Post,  p.  41 L 
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administration*  ^^  These  observations/'  says  h«, 
*^  general  as  they  are^  might  easily  be  extended 
into  a  faithful  history  of  your  Grace's  administra- 
tion, aiid  perhaps  may  be  the  employment  of  a 
future  hour' ;"  and  on  another,  that  of  Lord 
Townshend's,  "  the  history  of  this  ridiculous  ad- 
ministration shall  not  be  lost  to  the  public  V 
And  on  two  occasions,  and  y>n  two. occasions 
only,  he  appears  to  hint  at  some  prospect,  though 
a  slender  one,  of  taking  a  part  in  the  government 
of  the  country.  They  occur  in  his  Private  Let- 
ters to  Woodfiill  and  Wilkes :  to  the  former  he 
says,  "  if  things  take  the  turn  I  expect^  you  shall 
know  me  by  my  worksK**  To  the  latter, "  though 
'J  do  not  disclaim  the  idea  of  some  personal  views 
to  future  honour  and  advantage^  (you  would  not 
believe  me  if  I  did)  yet  I  can  triUy  affirm^  that 
neither  ate  they  Utile  in  themselves^  nor  can  they^ 
hy  any  possible  conjecture^  be'  collected  from  n^ 
"writings  *.**  *         ,  r 

Of  those  who  have  critically  suialysed  the 
style  of  his  compositions,  some  have  pretended 
to  prove  that  he  must  necessarily  have  been  of 
Irish  descent  or  Irish  education,  from ^ the  pecu- 
liarity of  his  idioms ;  while,  to  shew  how  little 
dependence  is  to  be  placed  upon  any  such 
observations,  others  have  equally  pretended 
to  prove,  from  a  similar  investigation,  that  he 

'  Post,  p.  472.  .  *  Vol.  II.  p.  76,  note. 

^  Private  Letter,  No.  17.      .         ♦  PoH,  p.  26i,  » 
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could  not  have  been  a  native  either  of  Scotland 
or  Ireland,  nor  have  studied  in  any  university 
of  either  of  those  countries.  The  fact  is,  .that 
there  are  a  few  phraseologies  in  his  letters  pecu- 
liar to  himself;  such  as  occur  in  the  composi- 
tions of  all  original  writers  of  great  force  and 
genius,  but  which  are  neither  indicative  of  any 
particular  race,  nor  referable  to  any  provincial 
dialect. 

The  distinguishing  features  of  his  style  are 
ardour,  spirit,  perspicuity,  classical  correctness, 
sententious,  epigrammatic  compression:  his  cha- 
racteristic ornaments  keen,  indignant  invective, 
audacious  interrogation,  shrewd,  severe,  antithe- 
tic retort,  proud,  presumptuous  disdain  of  the 
powers  of  his  adversary,  pointed  and  appropriate 
allusions  that  can  never  be  mistakten,*;  but  are 
oflen  overcharged,  and  at  times  perhaps  totally 
unfounded,  though  derived  from  popular  rumour, 
similies  intrpduced,  not  for  the  pitipose  of  de- 
coration,  but  of  illustration  and  etiefgy,  brilliant, 
burning,  admirably  selected^  andt  irresistible  in 
their  application".     In  his  similies,  however,  he 

•  The  following  character  of  his  style  and  talents  is  the  pro- 
daction  of  a  pen  contemporaneous  but  hostile  to  him.  It  oc- 
curs in  a  letter  in  the  Public  Advertiser  subscribed  Alciphron, 
and  dated  August  23, 1771.    The  writer  had  well  studied  him. 

''The  admiration  that  is  so  lavishly  bestowed  upon  this 
writer,  affords  one  of  the  clearest  proofs,  perhaps,  that  can  be 
found,  how  much  more  easily  men  are  swayed  by  the  imagi- 
nation. 
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i,  oEce  or  t^ice  too  recondite,  ^  in  W,  gri™. 
matical  construction  still  more  frequently  in^cnr-* 
rect*.  Yet  the  latter  should  in  most^  instances 
perh^ps^  if  not  the  whdle,  be  rather  attributed 
to  the  difficulty  of  revising  the  press,  and  the 
j[)eeuliaT  cirxirumstances  mider  which  his  Work  wail 
printed  and  published,  than  to  any  inaccuracy 
or  classical  misconception  of  his  own.  As  to 
the  surreptitious  copies  of  his  letters,  he  fre- 
quently 'complains  of  their  numerous  errors, 
"  indeed,**  says  he,  "  they  are  innumerable* ;" 
and  thoi^b  the  genuine  edition  labours  undei^ 
i^ery  •  comidmBhiy  fewer,  Md  on  several  ocea;« 
dons  received  bis.  approbatioir  on  the  score  of 
accuracy,  yet  it  would  be  too  much  to  assert 

nation^  than  by  the  judgment;  and  that  a  fertile  invention, 

• 

glittering  language,  and  sounding  periods,  act  with  far  greater 
force  upon  the  mind,  than  *  the  simple  dedwition^  oP  sober 
muimitig;  or  the  calm  evidbifee  o£  facts.  For  the  talents  of 
JuNivs.  never  aj^peared  in  demoofi^rafion. 

''Bapid,  violent*  and  impetuous,  h^  affirms  without  reason^ 
and  (Je/cides  without  proofs  as  if  he  feared  that  the  slow  methods 
of  induction  and  dfgument  would  interrupt  hini  in  his  progress, 
and  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  <rf  his  career.  But  though  he 
advances  with  the  largest;  strides,  his  steps  are  measured*  His 
expressions,  kre  selected  with  the  most  anxious  care,  and  his 
periods  terminated  in  harmonious  cadence.  Thus  be  captivates^ 
by  his  confidence,  by  the  turn  of  his  sentences,  and  by  the 
force  of  his  words.  His  readers  are  persuaded  because  fhey 
are  ag;itated,  and  convinced  because  ttiey  are  pleased.  Their 
assent;,  therefore,  is  never  withheld;  though  they  scarcely  know 
why,  or  even  to  what  it  is  yielded/'    .' 

'  Private  Letter,  No.  5. 
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that  it  is  altogether  free  from  errors.  In  truth 
this  was  not  to  be  expected^  for  it  is  not  known 
that  a  single  proof  sheet  (excepting  those  cod« 
taining  the  first  two  tetters)  was  ever  sent  to 
him.  *^  You  must  correct  the  press  yourself,'' 
says  he  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Wood&Il ;  ^^  but 
/  should  be  glad  to  see  corrected  proofs  of  the 
two  first  sheets '."  The  Dedicati<Hi  and  Prefiice 
he  certainly  did  not  revise. 

Yet  if  the  grammatical  construction  be  ocv 
casionaUy  imperf ect^  (sometimes  hurri^  over 
by  the  author,  and  sometimes  mistaken  by  the 
printer)  tl^  general  plan  and  outline,  the  train 
of  argument,  the  bold  and  fiery  imagcis^  the 
spirited  invective  that  pervade  the  whole,  ap^* 
pear  tohave  been  always  sdected  with  the iit« 
most  care  and  attentioil.  Such  finished  farms  ef 
conqposition  bear  in  themselves  the  most  evident 
marks  of  daborate  forecast  and  revisal,  and  the 
author  rather  boasted  of  the  paina  he  had  be- 
stowed upon^  them  thi^  attempted  to  eonceal 
his  labour.  In  recommending  to  Woodf^  to 
ix^oduce  into  his  purposed  edittfon  various  )et» 
ters  of  his  own  writing  under  other  signatnrdfil^ 

'  PrMatf  Letter,  Na  40.  the  tnithis  that  tlM  guanine  edU 
tioQ  wa»  reprinted  firom  WheUe's  r  the  aulhor'  ^orfectiii|^»{eiirt 
and  Woodfall  a  few  more  of  the  blunders  wtnch  bad  Ciept  into 
'Wheble's  text;  though  many  of  them  still  remained  untouched. 
The  letters  in  this  and  the  former  edition  have  befell  carefully 
collated  with  the  PuUic  Advertisen^  and  a  mumerous  list  of 
other  errors  have  been  ctosequfntly  expunged. 
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he  adds,  ^^  If  you  adopt  this  plan,  I  shall  point 
eut  those  whiqh  I  woutd  recommend;  for  you 
know,  I  do  not,  nor  indeed  have  I  time  to  give 
equal  care  to  them  all. — As  to  Junius  I  must  wait 
for  fresh  matter,  as  this  is  a  character  which  must 
be  kept  up  with  credit'/*     The  private  note  ac- 
companying his  first  letter  to  lord  Mansfield 
commences  thus,  ^^  The  inclosed,  though  begun 
within  these  few  days,  has  been  greatly  laboured. 
It  is  very  correctly  copied,  and  I  beg  that  you 
will  take  care  that  it  be  literally  printed  as  it 
stands*:''     The  note  accompanying  his  last  and 
most  celebrated  letter  observes  as  follows :  ^^  At 
last  I  have  concluded  my  great  work^  and  I  as- 
sure you  with  no  small  labour^/'    On  sending 
the  additional  papers  for  the  genuine  edition  he 
asserts,  "  I  have  no  view  but  to  serve  you,  and 
consequently  have  only  to  desire  that  the  Dedi- 
cation aiid  Preface  may  be  correct.  '  Look  to  it; 
—if  you  take  it  upon  yourself,  I  will  not  fcrgive 
your  suffering  it  to  be  spoiled.     /  weigh  every 
word ;  and  every  alteration^  in  my  ey^s  at  leasts  is 
a  blemish  \**    In  like  manner  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Home,  he   interrogates  him,   "What   public 
question  have  I  declined,  what  villain  have  I 
spared?  Is  there  no  labour  in  the  composition  of 
these  letters^?*'    In  effect  no  excellence  of  any 

t 

*  Private  Letter,  No.  7.  *  Id.  No.  34. 

'  Id.  No.  40.  ♦  Id.  No.  46.  ' 

5  VoL  II.  p.  308. 
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kind  is  to  be  attained  without  labour :  and  the 
decree  of  excellence  that  characterises  the  style 
of  these  addresses,  intrinsically  dendontixates  the 
exercise  oi  a  labour  unsparing  and  unremitted* 
Mr.  Home,  in  his  reply,  attempts  to  ridicule  this 
acknowledgment :  ^^  I  compas^onate,''  says  he, 
f  ^  your  labour  in  the  composition  of  your  liters; 
and  will .  communicate  to  you  the  secret  of  my 
fluency. — ^Truth  needs  no  ornament;  and,  in 
my  opinion,  .what  she  borrows  of  the  pMicil  is 
deformity'."  Yet  no  man  ever  bestowed  more 
pains  upon  his  compositions  than  Mr.  Home  has 
done:  nor  needed  he  to  have  been  more  ashamed 
of  the  confession  than  his  adversary.  To  have 
made  it  openly  would  have  been  honest  to  him- 
self, usefhl  to  the  young,  and  salutary,  to  the 
conceited.  - 

His  most  elaborate  letters  are  that  to  the 
King,  and  that  to  lord  Mansfield  upon;  the  law 
of;bail:::one  of  his  most  sarcastic  is  that  to 
the  duke  of.  Grafton,  of  the  date  of  May  SO, 
1769 ;  and  .one  of  his  best  and  most  truly  valu- 
able  thit  to  the  printer  of  the  Public  Advertiser, 
dated  Oct.  5,  1771,  upon  the  best  means  of 
uniting  the  jarring  sectaries  of  the  popular  party 
into  one  ciHnmon  cause. 

.;     His  metaphors  are  peculiarly  brilliant,  and 
so  numerous,  though  seldom; unnecessarily  iu: 

» y6l.  IL  p.  330. 
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troduced,  as  to  fender  it  difficult  to  know  wfa€r€ 
to  fix  in  selecting  a  few  examples*  The  following 
»re  ably  managed,  and  require  no  explanation. 
(^  The  ministry,  it  seems,  are  labouring  to  draw 
a  line  of  distinction  between  the  honour  of  the 
crown  and  the  rights  of  the  people.  This  new 
idea  has  yet  been  only  started  in  discourse,  fi)r, 
in  lefl^ct,  both  objects  have  been  equally  sacri- 
ficed^ I  neither  underst^md  the  distinction »  nor 
what  us#  the  ministry  propose  to  mike  of  it. 
The  King's  honour  is  that  of  his  people.  Their 
ri^  honour  and  real  interest  are  the  same^ — I  am 
not  co&tending  for  a  vain  punctiii<>. — Private 
^tedit  is  wealth;  public  honour  is  security. — The 
feather  that  adorns  the  royal  bird,  supports  its 
flight.  Strip  him  of  his  plumage  and  you  fik  him 
to  the  earth'."  Again:  "  Above  all  things,  let  me 
guard  my  countrymen  against  the  meanness  and 
IbUy  of  accepting  of  a  trifli^  ox  moderate  com- 
pensation for  extraordinary  and  essential  injuries. 
Concessions,  such  as  these,  are  of  little  m&ment 
to  the  sum  of  things ;  unless  it  be  to  prove,  tb^ 
the  worst  of  men  are  senaibl^  of  tiie  injuries 
they  have  done  us,  and  p^haps  ta  demonstrate 
to  us  th6  imminent  danger  of  our  situation. 
In  the  shipwreck  of  the  state,  trifies  float  and 
are  j»eserved;  while  every  thing  «xdid  and  valu- 
aUe^nJcs  to  the  bottom,  and  is  lost  for  ever  V 

'  Vol.  II  p.  194.  *  Id  p.  359,  360. 
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Qsic^  more;  <^  Tlie  very  aun^shiae  you  live  in^ 
is  a  prelude  to  your  dissolutionu  When  you 
are  ripe,  you  shall  be  plucked'/'  The  com- 
mencemeat  of  his  letter  to  lord  Camden  shall 
furnidh  another  instance:  "  I  turn  with  pleasure, 
&om  thai;  barren  waste,  in  which  no  salutafy 
plant  takes  root,  no  verdure  quickens,  to  a 
Qharactpr  fertile,  as  I  willingly  believe,  in  every 
great  and  good  qualification*/' 

In  a  few  instances  his  metaphore  are  rather 
too  far-fetched  or  recondite:  ^^  Yet  jfor  the  benefit 
of  th^  succeeding  age,  I  t^ould  wish  that  your 
retreat  might  be  deferred,  until  your  morals  diall 
bp  happily  ripened  to  that  maturity  of  corroption^ 
at  wbioh  the  worst  examples  cease  to  be  conta* 
gious\"  The  change  which  is  perpetually  taking 
p^e  in  the  matter  of  infection  gives  it'  progres- 
sively a  ppint  of  lutmost  activity  ^— afUr  which 
period,  by  the  operation  of  the  same  continued 
change,  it  becomes  progressively  less  active,  till 
at  Imgth  it  ceases  to  possess  any  effect' whatever* 
Th^e  pftraUelis  correctly  drawn,  but  it  cantiot  be 
followed  by  every  one.  In  the  same  letter  we 
bave  aftotiier  example:  ^^  His  views  and  situ- 
f^tion  requiired  a  creature  void  of  all  tiiese  pro« 
parties;  and  he  was  forced  to  go  throiAgfal  eyety 
division,  resolution,  composition,  and  refine* 
m^t  of  political  chenustry, .  beffire  he  haf^ily 

•  Vol.  II.  p,  406.        *  W.  p.  4M. '      '  Post,  p.  513. 
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arrived  at  the  caput  mortuum  of  vitriol  in  yoor 
Grace.  Flat  and  insipid  in  jour  retired  state, 
but  brought  into  action,  you  become  vitriol* 
again  %"  This  %ure  is  too  scientific,  and  not 
quite  correct:  vitriol  cannot,  properly  speaking, 
be  said  to  be,  in  any  instance,  a  captd  mortuum. 
He  seems,  however,  to  have  been  unjustly 
ohaiged  with  an  incongruity  of  metaphor  in  his 
repartee  upon  the  foUowing  observation  of  sir 
W.  D^per,  *'  You,  indeed,  are  a  tyrant  of  another 
sort,  and  upon  your  political  bed  of  torture  can 
excruciate  any  subject,  from  a  first  minister  down 
to  such  a  grub  or  butterfly  as  myself*/*  To 
this  remark  his  reply  was  as  follows:  *^  If  sir 
W.  Draper's  bed  be  a  bed  of  torture,  he  has 
made  it  for  himself.  I  shall  never  interrupt  tUs 
repose^.**  We  need  not  ramble  so  far  as  to  vin-^ 
dicate  the  present  use  of  Ibis  last  word  by  re- 
ferring to  its  Latin  or^in:  he  himself  has  justly 
noticed  under  the  signature  of  Philo-Juhius,  that 
those  who  pretend  to  espy  any  absurdity,  dther 
in  the  idea  or  expression,^  ^<  cannot  distinguish 
between  a  sarcasm  and  a  contradiction^/' 

To  pursue  this  critique,  iurtber  would  be  to 
di^arage  the  judgement  of  the  reader.  Upon 
tiie  whdie  these  letters,  whether  considered  as 
classical  and  correct  compositions,  •  or  as  ad« 
dresses  of  popular  and  impressive  eloquence, 

^PoH,  p.  507.     *  Vol.  n.p,  10.     '  Id.p.l6.      nd.  p.  29. 
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WW  weH  $Qtitldd  to  tiiie  distinction  tiiey  hkre  acv 
fj^ired  i  nod  quoted  m  they  have  been,  with  ad^^* 
mirfttioQ^  in  the  senate  by  such  nioe  judges  and 
accoipplished  sobolars  «3  Mr.  Buriie  and  lewd 
Eldon,  euk>|^i:6d  by  Dn  Johnson,  and  admitted 
by  the  author  of  the  Pursuits  of  Literature,  td 
the  suae  rank  among  English  classics  as  livy  or 
Tacitus  among  Eoman,  tiiere  can  be  no  doubt 
^t  they  will  live  commensurately  with  the  Ian* 
guage  in  whioh  they  are  composed. 

Them  few  desultory  and  imperfect  hints  are 
the  whole  that  .the  writer  of  tihis  essay  has  been 
Able  to  collect  ootceming  the  author  of  the 
liCtters  of  JuNiua.  Yet  desultory  and  imp^ect 
M  th^  iure»  he  still  bc^ea  that  they  may  not  be 
Utterly  destitute  botii  of  inteiwt .  and  utility* 
Although  they  do  not  und^take  positively  to 
ascertada  who  the  author  was ;  they  oflfer  a  fair' 
teflt  to  pofbt  out  negatively  who  he  was  not ) 
and  to  enable  w  to  r^eot  the  pretensions  of  ti 
boat  of  pefsona,  whpse  fiieiids  have  daitned  for 
them  so  diatinguisfaed  an  h4»iour. 

From  the  obaeBvations  contained  in  thi« 
ea^y  it  sbotdd  seem  to  £aUow  unquestionably 
that  ihe  aiiiboc  of  the  Lett^s  of  Jumvu  was 
an  Eo^bman  of  highly  cultivkted  education, 
dta^ly  versed  in  tiie  language,  the  laws,  the 
constitution  and  history  of  his  native  coontay  t 
that  be  iras  zftmn  of  easy  if  not  of  affloent  cir- 
eumMttmteSi  «f  nasuHied  honour  and  getterori^^ 

VOL.  !•  G 
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who  had  it  equally  in  his  heart  and  in  his  powet 
to  contribute  to  the  necessities  of  other  persons, 
and  especially  of  those  who  were  exposed  to 
troubles  of  any  kind  on  his  own  account :  that 
he  was  in  habits  of  confidential  intercourse,  if 
not  with  different  members  of  the  cabinet,  with 
politicians  who  were  most  intimately  fitmiliar 
with  the  court,  and  entrusted  with  all  its  secrets: 
that  he  had  attained  an  age  which  would  allow 
him,  without  vanity,  to  boast  of  an  ample  know- 
ledge and  experience  of  the  world :  that  during 
the  years  1767,  1768,  1769,  1770,  1771,  and 
part  of  1772,  be  resided  almost  constantly  in 
London  or  its  vicinity,  devoting  a  very  large 
portion  of  his  time  to  political  concerns,  and 
publishing  his  political  lucubrations,  under  dif- 
ferent signatures,  in  the  PubUc  Advertiser ;  that 
an  his  natural  temper,  he  was  quick,  irritable  and 
impetuous ;  subject  to  political  prejudices  and 
strong  personal  animosities;  but  possessed  of 
a  high  independent  spirit ;  honestly  attached 
to  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  fearless 
and  inde&tigable  in  maintaining  them ;  that  he 
was  strict  in  his  moral  conduct,  and  in  his  at* 
tention  to  public  decorum ;  an  avowed  member 
of  the  established  church,  and,  though  acquaint^ 
ed  with  English  judicature,  not  a  lawyer  by  pro* 


Wbut  other  characteristics  he  may  have  pos- 
sessed we  know  not ;  but  these  are  sufficient ; 
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awl  the  claimant  who  cannot  produce  them  con- 
jointly is  in  vain  brought  forward  as  the  author 
of  the  Letters  of  Junius* 

The  persons  to  whom  this  honour  has  at  dif- 
ierent  times,  and  on  different  grounds  been  st^ 
tributed  are  the  following :  Charles  Lloyd,  a 
clerk  of  the  Treasury^  and  afterwards,  a  depnty 
teller  of  die  Exchequer ;  John  Roberts,  also  a 
clerk  in  the  Treasury  at  the  commencement  of 
his  political  life,  but  afterwards  private  secretary 
to  Mr,  Pelham  when  successively  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  member  of  parliament  for  Har« 
wich,  and  commissioner  of  the  board  of  trade ' ; 
Samuel  Dyer,  a  man  of  considerable  learning, 
and  a  friend  of  Mr.  Burke  and  of  Dr.  Johnson ; 
William  Gerard  Hamilton,  another  friend  and 
patron  of  Mr.  Burke ;  Edmund  Burke  himsdif ; 
Dr.  Butler,  late  -  bishop  of  Hereford ;  the  Rev. 
Philip  Rosenhagen;  Major-General  Charles  Lee, 
well  known  for  his  activity  during  the  American 
war;  John  Wilkes;  Hugh  Macauley  Boyd; 
John  punning,  lord  Ashburton ;  Henry  Flood ; 
and  lord  George  Sackville. 

Of  the  first  three  of  these  reported  authoi's 
of  the  Letters  of  Junius,  it  will  be  sufficient  to 
observe,  without  entering  into  any  other  fact 
whatever,  that  Lloyd  was  on  his  death-bed  at 

*  AiionymocHily  accused  of  haying  writtai  these  letters  in 
the  PubUc  Advertiser,  March  21, 1772,  et  passim. 

G  2      ' 
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tke  date  of  the  last  of  Jumus's  private  Iettei#^ 
aa  esaajy  which  has  suficient  proof  of  having 
been  written  in  the  possession  of  full  health  and 
spirits;  aiid  which,  together  with  tb^  rest  of 
otir  author's  private  letters  to  the  Printer  of  the 
Public  Advertiser,  13  in  the  possession  ^  the 
proprietor  of  this  edition,  and  bears  date  January 
19th,  1773*  While  as  t<>  Roberts  and  Dyer, 
tb^  teu)  both  been  dead  for  many  months  an* 
terior  to  this  period:.  Lloyd  died,  after  a  lin- 
gering  iUnete,  January  2Sd,  1773 ;  Roberts  July 
IStli,  and  Dyer  on  September  15th,  both  in  the 
preceding  year* 

Of  the  two  next  reputed  authors,  Hamilton 
bad  neither  energy  nor  personal  courage  enough 
for  such  an  undertaking ',  and  Burke  could  not 
bave  written  in  the  style  of  Junius,  which  was 

'*HainiIk)o,  from  bis  bavtng  ^mv  nade  a  briniant  spe^b  m 
Ike  Wwi^  Hou(ie  of  Gresil  Britai^i  and  ever  ^mrank  reioaii)^ 
ilig  silent^  waa  called  Singk-speech  Hamilton.  In.  allusion  totbis 
fact^  and  tbat  be  was  tbe  real  Junius,  there  is-a  letter  in  the 
Public  Adwrtisier  of  November  30,  1771,  addressed  to  Wil- 
liam Junius  Single-speech,  Esq.  Tbe  air  of  Dublin  bow- 
ever»  should  seem,  according  to  Mr.  Malone^s  account  of  him, 
lo  have  boen  more  lavour able  to  bis  rhetorical  powers  thaa  that 
of  Westario^ter :  for  this  writer  tells  us  that  Mr.  Hamilton 
made  nqt  less  tb^n  five  speeches  iil  the  Irish  Parliament  in  the 
single  Siession  of  1761 — 2.  Parliamentary  Logic,  Prrf.  p,  xxiu 
liOrd  Orford,  indeed,  contrary  to  general  rumour,  intimates 
Uiat  h(a  was  twice  a  speaker  in  the  Bntiah  ParMamefit,^  P^rHa* 
mentary  Logic. 
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precisely  the  reverse  of  his  own,  nor  could  he 
have  conseoted  to  disparage  his  own  talents  in 
the  manner  in  iniiioh  Junius  has  disparaged  th^n 
in  his  letter  to  the  Printer  of  the  Public  Adver<- 
tiser,  dated  October  5,  1771 ;  independently  of 
wfaidi,  both  of  them  solemnly  denied  that  they 
were  the  authors  of  these  letters,  Hamilton  to 
Mr.  ^  Courtney  in  his  last  illness,  as  that  gentle- 
man has  personally  informed  the  editor ;  and 
Burke  expressly  and  satisfactorily  to  sir  William 
Draper,  who  purposely  interrogated  him  upon 
the  subject  j  the  truth  of  which  denial  is,  more«* 
over,  corroborated  by  the  testimony  of  the  lat6 
Mr.  Woodfall,  who  repeatedly  declared  that 
neither  of  them  was  t^e  writer  of  these  compo- 
sitions. Why  Burke  was  so  early  and  generally 
suq>ected  of  having  written  them  it  is  not  easy 
to  say ;  but  that  he  was  so  suspected  is  obvious 
not  only  from  the  opinion  at  first  entertained 
by  sir  William  Draper,  but  from  various  public 
accusations  conveyed  in  different  newspapers 
and  pamphlets  of  the  day  j  the  Public  Adver^ 
tiscr  in  the  month  of  October  containing  one 
letter  under  the  signature  of  Zeno,  addressed 
^^  to  Junius,  alias  Edmund,  the  Jesuit  of  St. 
Omers')"  another  under  the  signature  of  Pliny 
Junior,  a  third  utider  that  of  Querist,  a  fourth 
under  that  of  Oxoniensis,  and  a  fifth  under  that 
of  Scasvola,  together  with  many  odxers  to  the 

»  See  Note  to  lAttr  txi.  Vol.  II.  p.  866, 
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«ame  effect :  and,  as  has  already  been  hinted  at, 
an  anonymous  collector  of  many  of  the  letters 
of  Junius,  prefixing  to  his  own  edition  certain 
anecdotes  of  Mr.  Burke,  which  he  confidently 
denominated  **  Anecdotes^ of  Junius/*  thus  pur- 
posely, but  fellaciously,  identifying  the  two  cha- 
racters '. 

'  In  addition  to  the  above  proofs  that  Burke  and  Junius 
were  not  the  same  person^  the  editor  might  refer  to  the  prose- 
cution which  Mr.  Burke  instituted  against  Mr.  Woodfall,  the 
Printer  of  the  Public  Advertiser,  and  conducted  with  the 
iitmofit  acrimony  for  a  paper  deemed  libellous  that  appeared  in 
this  journal  in  the  course  of  1783.  Considerable  interest  was 
made  with  Mr.  Burke  to  induce  him  to  drop  this  prosecution 
in  different  stages  of  its  progress^  but  he  was  inexorable.  The 
cause  was  tried  at  Guildhall  July  15, 1784,  and  a  verdict  of  a 
hundred  pounds  damages  was  obtained  against  the  printer; 
the  whole  of  which  was  paid  to  the  prosecutor.  It  is  morally 
impossible  that  Junius  could  have  acted  in  this  manner:  every 
anecdote  in  the  preceding  sketch  of  his  pubUc  life  forbids  the 
belief  that  he  could. 

Neither  is  it  to  be  conceived,  without  greatly  disparaging 
Mr.  Burke's  memory,  that  he  could  have  written  the  letter  to 
Garrick'  which  Junius  wrote' (see  No.  41.) ;  nor  have  spoken  ia 
the  terms  in  which  Junius  has  spoken  of  Chamier, .  while  he 
professed  for  both  a  warm  and  unreserved  friendship.'  We  may 
also  further  remark  that  the  well  known  pamphlet,  entitled 
"  The  Present  State  of  the  Nation,''  published  in  1769  by  Mr. 
^George  Grenville,  was  immediately  answered  by  Mr.  Burke  in 
a  tract  entitled  "  Observations  on  a  late  publication,  entituled. 
The  Present  State  of  the  Nation/' — in  which  the  political 
opinions  of  Mr.  Grenville^  and  consequently  of  Junius,  who,  as 
we  have  already  observed,  was  the  general  advocate  of  Mn 
Geo.  Grenville,  are  censured  with  a  vehemence  peculiar  to  Mr. 

Burke^ 
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If  however  there  should  be  readers  so  inflex* 
ible  as  still  to  believe  that  Mr.  Burke  was  the 
real  writer  of  the  Letters  of  Junius,  and  that  his 
denial  of  the  &ct  to  sir  William  Draper  was  only, 
wrung  from  him  under  the  influence  of  fear,  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  even  such  readers  by 
shewing  that  the  system  of  politics  of  the  one 
was  in  direct  opposition  to  that  of  the  other 
upon  a  variety  of  the  most  important  points. 
Burke  was  a  decided  partisan  of  lord  Rocking** 

Burke,  and  altogether  sufficient,  were  there  no  other  proof,  to 
demonstrate  that  Burke  and  Junius  could  not  be  the  same  per- 
son. The  reader  may  take  the  Mowing  extracts  as  speci- 
mens : — ''  ThU  piece  is  called.  The  present  State  qf  the  Nation. 
It  may  be  considered  as  a  sort  qf  digest  of  the  av&wed  maxims  qf 
a  certain  political  school,  the  effects  of  whose  doctrines  and  prac^ 
iice$  this  country  will  feel  long  and  severely/'  «  «  «  » 
','  A  diversity  of  opinion  vpon  almost  every  principle  qf  politics 
Juid  indeed  dratvn  u  strong  Une  qf  separation  between  them  and 
some  others,    [The  marquess  of  Rockingham.]     ♦     ♦     *     • 

w 

"  The  purpose  of  this  pamphlet,  and  at  which  it  aims.directly 
or  obliquely  in  every  page,  is  to  persuade  the  publick  of  three 
or  four  of  the  mo^t  difficult  poittts  in  the  world — ^that  all  the 
jnivantages  of  the  late  war  were  on  the  part  of  the  Bourbon 
alliance ;  that  the  peace  of  Paris  perfectly  consulted  the  dig- 
nity and  interest  of  this  country ;  and  that  the  American  stamp 
act  was  a  master-piece  of  policy  and  finance ;  that  the  only 
good  minister  this  nation  has  enjoyed  since  his  Majesty's  ac- 
'^ession,  is  the  earl  of  Bute;  and  the  only  good  managers  of 
revenue  we  have  seen  are  lord  Despenser  and  Mr.  George 
Grenville  ;  and  under  the  description  of  men  of  virtue  and  abi^ 
liiy,  he  holds  them  out  to  us  as  the  only  persons  fit  to  put  our 

affairs  in  order.*' Burke's  Works,  Vol.  II.  8vo  edit,  pages 

11, 13  and  U. 
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haiii^  and  continued  so  during  the  whole  orthat 
nobleman^s  life :  Junius^  on  the  contrary^  was 
as  decided  9^  friend  to  Mr,  Qeorge  Grenvitte* 
Eadi  was  an  antagonist  to  the  other  upon  the 
great  subject  of  the  American  Stamp  Act 
Junius  was  a  warm  and  powerful  advocate  £xr 
triennial  parliaments ;  Burke  an  inveterate  en^ 
my  to  them«  To  which,  the  editor  may  be 
allowed  to  add,  tibat  while  Mr.  Burke  in  correct^ 
ing  his  matmscripts  for  the  press,  and  revising 
them  in  their  passage  thrmigh  it,  is  notorious  foe 
the  numerous  alterations  he  was  perpetually 
making,  the  revised  copy  with  which  the  late 
Mr.  Woodfall  was  llimished  by  Junius  for  such 
part  of  the  genuiae  edition  of  his  Letters,  as  he 
re-examined,  contained  very  few  amendments  of 
any  kind. 

The  following  extracts  from  Mn  Burke's 
celebrated  speech  on  American  taxation,  de- 
livered April  19,  1774,  will  put  the  reader  into 
possession  of  that:  gentleman's  arguments  upon 
each  of  the  above  pubUc  questions,  and,  conw 
pared  with  the  short  subjoined  extracts  from 
Junius,  will  justify  the  contrast  which  the  editor 
has  thus  ventured  to  offer.  It  wiU  also  present 
the.  reader  with  a  brilliant  specimen  of  the  elo-i 
^uence  of  both  characters. 

Mr.  Burke  observes,  in  the  course  of  this 
celebrated  speech',  that   "In  the  year  1765, 

*  See  8vo.  edit,  of  his  Works,  Vol.  II.  p,  869,  tf  sef. 
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being  in  a  very  private  stattoD^  fiir  moiigli' 
from  any  line  of  ^business^  and  not  having  tfc« 
honour  of  a  seat  in  this  house,  it  was  my  fortone, 
unknoiving  and  unknown  to  the,  then  ministry^ 
by  the  intervention  of  a  common  fiiend^  to  be« 
come  comiected  with  a  very  noUe  person,  and 
at  the  head  of  the  treasury  department,  [lord 
RockiaghMQ«3  I^  ^^  indeed  in  a  situation  of 
little  rank  and  no  conseqfuence,  suitable  to  thd 
mecKocrity  erf  my  talents  and  pretensions.  But 
a  situation  near  enov^h  to  enable  me  to  see,  aa 
well  as  others,  what  was  going  on ;  and  I  dkl  sea 
in  that  noble  person  such  sound  prindples,  sudi 
an  enlargement  of  mind,  such,  clear  and  saga* 
cious  sense,  and  subh  unshaken  fortitude,  at 
have  bound  me,  as  wdi  as  otheni  much  better 
thaa  me,  by  an  inviolable  attachment  to  him 

fiiom  that  time  forward '/' 

I. 

^^  I  think  the  enquiry  lasted  in  the  coni^ 
mtttee  &r  Ax  weeks)  and  at  its  conclnsion 
&is  hoose^  by  an  independent,  ndi>le,  ^irited^ 
Mid  unexpected  laajority ;  by  a  majority  that 
will  redeem  idl  the  acts  ever  done  by  m^wities 
in  pat^ment ;  in  tibe  teeth  cf  all  the  old  mer^ 
cenary  Smss  of  state,  in  despite  of  aU  the  i^^ 
cttlatora  and.  augurs  of  political  eivats,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  whole  embattled  legion  of  vet^an 
pensioners  siid  practised  instruments  of  a  court, 
gave  a  totsl  reptal  to  the  stamps-act,  and  (if  it 

*  Burke's  W«rks,  Vd*  IL  p.  tta 
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had  been  so  permitted)  a  lasting  peace  to  this 
whole  empire  '/* 

^^  I  will  likewise  do  justice,  ^  ought  to  do  it^ 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  led  us  in  this 
house  [general  Conway].  Far  from  the  dupH-* 
city  wickedly  charged  on  him,  ,he  acted  his  part 
with  alacrity  and  r^olution.  We  all  felt  in- 
spired by  the  example  he  gave  us,  down  even 
to  myself,  the  weakest  in  that  phalanx.  I  de* 
clare  for  one,  I  knew  well  enough  (it  could  not 
be  concealed  from  any  body)  the  true  state  of 
things ;  but,  in  my  life,  I  never  came  with  so 
much  spirits  into  this  house.  It  was  a  time  for 
a  num  to  act  in.  We  had  powerful  enemies; 
but  we  had  &ithful  and  determined  fiiends;  and 
a  glorious  cause.  We  had  a  great  battle  to  %fat; 
but  we  had  the  means  of  fighting;  not  as  now, 
when  our  arms  are  tied  behind  us.  We  did  fi^t 
that  day  and  conquer  V* 

^^  I  remember.  Sir,  with  a  melancholy  plea* 
sure,  the  situation  of  the  hon.  gentleman  [ge-« 
neral  Conway]  who  made  the  motion  for  the 
repeal ;  in  that  crisis,  when  the  whole  trading 
interest  of  this  empire,  crammed  into  your  lob« 
bies,  with  a  trembling  and  anxious  expectation, 
waited  almost  to  a  winter'^  return  of  light,  their 
&te  from. your  resolutions...  When,  at  length, 
you  had  determined  in  their  favour,  and  your 
doors  thrown  open,  shewed  them  the  figure  of 

'  Barkers  Works,  Vol.  II.  p.  403.      *  Id.  Vol.  II.  p.  407. 
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ifaeir  deliverer  in  the  well-earned  triumph  of  hi« 
important  victory,  from  the  whole  of  that  grave 
multitude  there  arose  an  involuntary  burst  of 
gratitude  and  transport.  They  jumped  upon 
him  like  children  on  a  long  absent  &then  They 
clung  about  him  as  captives  about  their  redeem* 
er.  All  England,  all  America,  joined  in  his  ap- 
plause. Nor  did  he  seem  insensible  to  the  best 
of  all  earthly  rewards,  the  love  and  admiration 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  ^  Hope  elevated  and  joy 
brightened  his  crei^^  I  stood  near  him ;  and 
his  &ce,  to  use  the  expression  of  the  scripture  of 
the  first  martyr,  ^  his  &ce  was  as  tf  it  had  been 
the  &ce  of  an  angel/  I  do  not  know  how  others 
feel ;  but  if  I  had  stood  in  that  situation,  I  never 
would  have  exchanged  it  for  all  that  kings  in  their 
{M*ofusion  could  bestow.  I  did  hope^  that  that 
day's  danger  and  honour  would  have  been  a  bond 
to  hold  us  all  together  for  ever.  But,  alas!  that, 
with  other  plea»ng  visions,  is  long  since  vanished. 
^^  Sir,  this  act  of  supreme  magnanimity  has 
been  represented,  as  if  it  had  been  a  measure  o£ 
an  administration,  tiuLt,  having  no  scheme  of 
their  own,  took  a  middle  line,  pilfered  a  bit  from 
one  side  and  a  bit  from  the  other.  Sir,  they  took 
no  middle  lines.  They  differed JtrndamentaUy  from 
Ike  schemes  of  hoik  parties;  but  they  preserved  the 
objects  of  both.  They  preserved  the  authority 
of  Great  Britain.  They  preserved  the  equity  of 
Great  Britain.    They  made  the  declaratory  act ; 
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diey  tep^Bled  the  stuoip^act  Tliey  ^d  htAhJiil- 
bf;  because  the  declarntory  act  was  wtkimt  qu0- 
Ufication^  and  the  repeal  of  the  stamp-act  foitt/ '/^ 

^^  v^r,  the  agients  and  distributars  of  false- 
hoods have,  with  their  usual  industry,  circulated 
anotfier  lie  of  the  same  nature  with  the  fonner* 
It  is  thist  that  the  disturbances  arose  from  t)ie 
account  which  had  been  received  in  America  of 
thcf  change  in  the.  ministry,  No  longer  aw^d,  * 
it  seems,  with  the  spirit  of  the  former  ruIeiB^ 
they  thought  themselves  a  match  for  what  our 
calumniators  choose  to  qual^  bji  the  name  qf  so 
feeble  a  mnistry  a^  succeeded:  Feeble  in  one 
sense  Ihese  men  cerUunly  may  be  called ;  for 
with  all  their  ^orts,  and  they  have  ntade  many^ 
|;hey  b^ve  not  been  aUe  to  resist  the  distetnpered 
vigour,  and  insane^  alacrity  with  which  you  ai?e 
Pushing  to  your  ruin  */* 

^'  On  this  business  of  America  I  oonle^s  I 
^m  serious,  even  to  sadness.  I  h&ve  hud  bmt 
on^  €^inion  concerniug  it  since  I  sat/ and  before 
1  sat  in  psu-Uamenft*  *  •  •  •  •  I  honestly 
find  (H^emnly  declare*^  I  have  in  aU  %eMm»  ^ 
bered  to  the  c^rstem  of  1766|  for  no  Qther  reas0ft 
th^n  that  I  tbinl^  it  laid  deep  in  your  truest  inifrr^ 
ests^  and  that  by  limiting  the  e^tercisei  it  ^s^ef 
on  the  firmest  foundations^  a  real^  consistent^ 
waU^ounded  autbwity  in  parKament      Until 
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jou  come  back  to  that  system,  there  will  be  no 
peace  for  EnglaDd '/' 

<<  No  man  can  believe,  that  at  this  time 
of  daj  I  mean^  to  lean  on  the  venerable  memory 
of  a  great  man  whose  loss  we  deplore  in  com<« 
mon«  Our  little  party  differences  have  been 
kmg  ago  composed;  and  I  have  acted  more 
with  him,  and  certainly  witii  more  pleasure 
with  him,  than  ever  I  acted  against  him.  Un« 
doubtedly  Mr.  Grenville  was  a  6rst*rate  figure 
in  this  country.  With  a  masculine  underatand*-^ 
ing,  and  a  stout  and  resolute  heart,  he  had  an 
application  undissipated  and  unwearied.  He 
took  puUic  business  not  as  a  duty  which  he 
was  to  fijlfil,  but  as' a  pleasure  he  Was  to  exu 
jcfi  and  he  seemed  to  have  no  delight  out  of 
this  house,  except  in  such  things  as  some  way 
related  to  the  business  thajk  was  to  be  done  with* 
in  it.  If  lie  was  amlntiQus,  I  will  say  this  for 
him,  his  ambition  was  oi  a  i^ble  and  generous 
strain.  It  was  to  raise  himsetf  not  by  the  low 
flipping  politics  of  a  court,  but  to  win  his  way 
to  power,  through  the  laborious  gradations  of 
poblte.  service;  and  to  secure  himself  a  well- 
eamed  rank  in  parl]iiment,'by  a  thorough  know- 
lec^e  of  its  oonstitution,  and  a  perfect  practice 
in  all  its  business,  *♦♦♦••♦♦ 
He  was  bred  in  a  profession^  He  was  bred  to 
the  law,  which  is,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the 

» Burke's  Works,  Vol.  11.  p.  439. 
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first  and  noblest  of  human  sciences  j  a  science 
.  which  does  more  to  quickeh  and  invigorate  the 
understanding)  than  all  the  other  kinds  of  learn- 
ing put  together ;  but  it  is  not  apt,  except  in 
persons  very  happily  bom,  to  open  and  to  libe«- 
ralize  the  mind  exactly  in  tiie  same  proportion'/' 

Let  the  reader  compare  the  opinions  con- 
tained in  the  above  extracts  with-  the  following, 
taken  almost  at  hazard,  from  different  produc* 
tions  of  Junius,  and  he  will  have  no  difficulty 
in  determining  that  the  writer  of  the  one  set 
could  not  be  the  writer  of  the  other. 

^^  To  prove  the  meaning  and  intent  of  the 
legislature,  wlU  require  a  minute  and  tedious  de- 
duction. To  investigate  a  question  of  law  de^ 
mands  some  labour  and  attention,  though  vay 
little  genius  or  sagacity.  As  a  practical  profes- 
sion, the  study  of  the  law  requires  but  a  mo- 
derate portion  of  abilities.  The  learning  of  a 
pleader  is  usually  upon  a  level  with  his  integrity* 
The  indiscriminate  defence  of  right  and  wrong 
contracts  the  understanding,  while  it  corrupts 
the  heart.  Subtlety  is  soon  mistaken  for  wisdom, 
and  impunity  for  virtue.  If  there  be  any  in- 
stances upon  record,  as  some  there  are  un- 
doubtedly, of  genius  and  morality  united  in  a 
lawyer,  they  are  distinguished  by  their  singula- 
rity, and  operate  as  exceptions*.*' 

'  Burke^g  Woijks,  Vol  IL  p.  389.    *  Vol  U.  p.  411,  419. 
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^*  Whenever  the  question  shall  be  seriously 
ag^ted,  I  will  endeavour  (and  if  I  live,  will  as- 
suredly attempt  it,)  to  convince  the  English 
nation,  by  arguments  to  my  understanding  un« 
answerable,  that  they  ought  to  insist  upon  af 
triennial,  and  banish  the  idea  of  an  annual 
parliament.  *  •  *  *  *  I  am  convinced 
that,  if  shortening  the  duration  of  parliaments 
(which  in  effect  is  keeping  the  representative 
under  the  rod  of  the  constituent)  be  not  made 
the  basis  of  our  new  parliamentary  jurispni* 
dence,  other  checks  or  improvements  signify 
nothing'/* 

^^  When  the  Septennial  Act  passed,  the  legis- 
lature did  what,  apparently  and  palpably,  they 
had  no  power  to  do;  but  they  did  more  than 
people  in  general  were  aware  of;  they,  in  eflfect, 
disfranchised  the  whole  kingdom  for  four  years\'' 

^^  It  would  be  to  no  purpose  at  present  to  re* 
new  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  Stamp  Act, 
though  I  am  convinced  that  even  the  people 
who  were  most  clamorous  against  it,  either  never 
understood,  or  wilfully  misrepresented  every  part 
of  it^  But  it  is  truly  astonishing  that  a  great 
number  dP  people  should  have  so  little  foreseen 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  repealing  it.  *  * 
•  *#•*••  There  was  indeed  one  man,  f  G# 
Grenville]  who  wisely  foresaw  every  circum- 
jrtance  which  has  since  happened,  and  who,  with 

•  Vol.  IL  p.  445.  *  Id.  p.  447. 
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a  patriot's  ^irit,  opposed  himself  to  the  torrent 
He  told  tt8»  that>  if  we  thought  the  loss  of  out^ 
standiag  debts^  and  of  pur  Ammcan  trade^  a 
mischief  oi  the  first  magnitude,  sudi  an  injudi* 
eious  cpn^liance  with  the  terms  dictated  bj  the 
colonies,  waa  the  way  to  make  it  sure  and  una* 
Toidable*  It  was  ne  mariare^  mori.  We  see  the 
pr<^ecy  verified  in  eveiy  particidar,  and  if 
this  great  and  good  man  was  mistaken  in  any 
pne  instance,  it  was,  perhaps,  that  he  did  not 
expect  his  predictions  to  be  fiilfilled  so  soon  as 
they  have  been'." 

^^  It  is  not  many  months  since  yon  gave  me 
ait  qsportunity  of  demonstrating  to  IJie  nation,  as 
frr.  as  rational  inference  and  probability  could 
extend,  that  the  hopes  which  some  men  seemed 
to  entertain,  or  to  profess  at  least,  with  regard 
to  America,  were  without  a  shadow  of  founda* 
tion*  ••*•♦♦•  But  whatever  were  their 
views  or  expectations,  whether  it  was  the  mere 
enmity  of  party,  or  the  real  persuasion  that  they 
had  but  a  little  time  to  Uve  in  office,  every  cir^ 
eumstance  that  I  then  foretold  is  confirmed  by 
experifence.  ••••*••  We  find  ourselves 
at  last  reduced  to  the  dreadfiil  alternative  of 
either  making  war  t^>on  our  colonies,  or  of  su& 
ifering  them  to  erect  themselves  into  independent 
states.  It  is  not  that  I  hesitate  now  iqxm  the 
fihoke  Wij^  are  to  make.    Every  thing  must  be 

'  Vd.  II.  p.  514  513.      , 
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haisatded.  But  what  infamy,  what  punishment 
do  those  men  deserve,  whose  folly  or  whose  trea- 
chery hath  reduced  us  to  this  state,  in  which 
we  cannot  give  up  the  cause  without  a  certainty 
of  ruin,  nor  maintain  it  without  3uch  a  struggle 
as  must  shake  the  empire.  ****»•*  Mr. 
Conway  since  last  December  has»  in  the  face  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  defended  the  resistance 
of  the  colonies  upon  what  he  called  revolution 
principles.  *******  If  we  look  for  their 
motives,  we  shall  find  them  such  as  weak  and 
interested  men  usually  act  upon.  They  were 
weak  enough  to  hope  that  the  crisis  of  Great 
Britain  and  America  would  be  reserved  for  their 
successors  in  office,  and  they  were  determined  to 
hazard  eveti  the  ruin  of  their  country,  rather 
than  furnish  the  man  [G.  Grenville]  whom  they 
&ar^d  and  hated,  with  the  melancholy  triumph 
of  having  truly  foretold  the  consequences  of 
their  own  misconduct.     But  this,  such  as  it  is, 

m 

the  triumph  of  a  heart  that  bleeds  at  every  vein, 
they  cannot  deprive  him  of.  They  dreaded  the 
acknowledgment  of  his  superiority  over,  themy 
and  the  loss  of  their  own  authority  and  credit, 
more  than  the  rebellion  of  near  half  the  empire 
a^aifisttbe  supremie legislature.  *******  It 
is  itnpoSsible  to  conceal  from  ourselves,  that  we 
are  at  this  moment  on  the  brink  of  a  dreadful 
precipice ;  the  question  is  whether  we  shall  sub- 
mit to  be  guided  hy  the  hand  which  hath  driven 

VOL.  I.  H 
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US  to  it,  or  whether  we  shall  follow  the  patriot 
voice  [G.  Grenville's]  which  has  not  ceased  to 
warn  us  of  our  dangers,  and  which  would  still 
declare  the  way  to  safety  and  to  honour '/' 

^^  Whether  it  be  matter  of  honour  or  reproach^ 
it  is  at  least  a  singular  circumstance,  that  who» 
ever  is  hardy  enough  to  maintain  the  cause  of 
Great  Britain,  against  subjects  who  disown  her 
aiith<Hrity,  or  to  raise  his  voice  in  defence  of  the 
laws  and  constitution,  is  immediately  pointed  out 
to  the  public  for  Mr.  Grenville's  friend  *  *  •  * 
• '  *  *  *    It  is  true  he  professes  doctrines  which 
would  be  treason  in  America,  but  in  Ei^land  at 
least  he  has  the  laws  on  his  side,  and  if  it  be  a 
Clime  to  support  the  supremacy  of  the  British 
l^islature,  the  Sx)vereign,  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons are  as  guilty  as  he  is.   ♦*•♦*••    If 
the  pretensions  of  the  colonies  had  not  been 
abetted  by  something  worse  than  a  &ction  here, 
tiie  stamp  act  would  have  executed  itself.  Every 
clause  of  it  was  so  full  and  expUcit  that  it  wanted 
IK)  further  instruction ;  nor  was  it  of  that  nature 
that  regfuirqd  a  military  hand  to  carry  it  into 
execution.    For  the  truth  of  this  I  am  ready  to 
appeal  even  to  the  colonies  themselves.  *  ♦  ♦  • 
#  •  •  #  •    Your  correspondent  [who  had  an* 
swered  Hiscell;  Lett,  xxix.]  confesses  that  Mr* 
Grenville  is  still  respectable ;  yet  he  warns  the 
friends  of  that  gentleman  not  to  provoke  him, 

\  - 

"  Miscellaneous  Letters,  No.  xxix.  Vol.  III.  J).  73. 
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lest  he  should  t^  t^em  'what  they  may  not  lik* 
to  hear.  Th^se  ar^  bttt  words*.  He  means  as 
iittle  when  he  threatens  as  when  he  condescends 
to  applaud.  Let  us  meet  upon  the  ftir  gronnd 
of  troths  and  if  he  inids  one  vulnerable  part  in 
Mr.  Grehvilie^s  character,  let  him  fix  his  pdi* 
soned  arrow  there'.** 

^^  If  there  be  any  thing  improper  in  this  ad- 
dress, [a  letter  addressed  to  G.  Grenville]  tht 
langularity  of  your  present  situation  will,  I  hape^ 
excuse  it.  Your  conduct  attracts  the  attention^ 
because  it  is  highly  interesting  to  the  welfitre  of 
the  public,  and  a  private  man  who  only  expresses 
what  thousands  think,  cannot  well  be  accused 
of  flattery  or  detraction.  •♦**♦♦•  This 
letter,  I  doubt  not,  will  be  attributed  to  some 
party  fiiend,  by  men  who  expect  no  applause 
bat  from  their  dependents.  But  you,  iSr,  have 
the  testimony  of  your  enemies  in  y6ur  favour. 
After  years  of  opposition,  we  see  them  revert 
to  those  very  measures  with  violence,  with  ha- 
zard and  disgrace^  which  in  l3ie  flrst  instance 
might  have  been  conducted  with  ease,  with  dig- 
nity and  moderation. 

**  While  parliament  preserves  its  constitu- 
tional authority,  you  wiH  preserve  yours.  .  As 
long  as  there  is  a  real  representation  of  the  peo- 
ple, you  will  be  hesu-d  in  that  great  assembly 
with  at^ntion,  def^^npe  9xd  respect  i  and  if, 

*  MiscdlaneouB  Letters,  No.  xxxi.  Vol.  III.  p.  8?.. 
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fittally  for. Ikigkild,  the  desigtis  of.the  present 
floinistrj  should  at  last: succeed,  you  will  have 
the  consolation .  to .  reflect  that  your  voice  was 
heard,  until  the  voice  of  truth  and  reason  was 
drowned  in  th^  din  of  arms }  and  that  your  iur 
fluence  in  parlianient  was  irresistible,  until  every 
question  was  decided  by  the  sword  '.** 

"  !  How  far  the  same  principles. were  supported 
by  the  same  writer  under  the  isignature  of  Junius^ 
,the.  reader  will  find  Post^  p.  394,^  and  VoL  11.  p. 
350,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  copy  farther. 

Mr.  Malone,  in  his  preface  to  a  wellrknow^ 
work  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  entitled^  Parliamentary 

-  Logic  %  ofiers  a  variety  of  remarks  m  disproof 
that  this  gentleman  was  the  writer  of  the  let- 
>ters,  several  of  which  are  possessed  of  sufficient 
.force,  though  few  persons  will  perhaps  agree 
.with  him  in  believing  that  if  Hamilton  had 
written .  them,  he  would  have  written  them 
better.  The  following  are  his  chief  arguments : 
**  Now  (not  to  insist  on  his  own. solemn  as- 
severation near  the  time  of  his  death,  that  he  was 
not  the  author  of  Junius^)  Mr.  Hamilton  was  so 
far  from  being  an  ardent  party  man,  that  durii^ 
the  long  period  above  mentioned  \itmcL  Jan. 
1769  to  Jan.  1773]  he  never  closely  connected 

•  '    •     -  f 

'  Miscellaneous  Letters^  No.  liu.  Vol.  III.  p.  193. 
*  P.  xxix.  ei  seq.         *  "  It  has  been  said  that  he  at  the  same 
time  declared  that  he  knew  who  was  the  author ;  but  unques- 
tionably he  never  node  any  such  declaration.''  malonb. 
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himself  with  any  party.  *  •  •  *  Notwithstand- 
ing his  extreme  love  q£  political  discussion,  he 
never,  it  is  believed,  was  heard  to  speak,  of  any 
adnunistratioh  or  any  opposition  with  vdiemence 
either  of  censure  or  of  praise ;  a  character  so 
opposite  to  the  fervent  and  sometimes  coi^Be 
acrimony  of  Junius,  that  this  consideration  v 
alone  is  sufficient  to  settle  the  point,  as  far  as 
relates  to  our. author,  forever.  •  *  ♦.*  On  the 
question — ^whg  was  the  author  ? — ^he  was  as  free 
to  talk  as  any  other  person,  and  often  did  ex- 
press his  opinion  concerning  it  to  the  writer  of 
this  short  memoir;  an  opinion  nearly  coinciding 
with  that  of  those  persons  who  appear  to  have 
had  the  best  means  of  information  on  the  subject.  ^ 
In  a  eonverslition  on  this  much  agitated  point, 
he  once  said  to  an  intimate  friend,  in  a  tone 
between  seriousness  and  pleasantry,—^  You 
know^  jl  *^  *  *  *  *  *  *  *ti,  I  could  have  written 
better  papers  than  those  of  Junius  :*  and  sd  the 
gentleman  whom  he  addressed,  who  was  himself 
distingmshed  for  his  rhetorical  powers,  and  a 
very-  competent  judge,  as  well  as  many  other 
persons,' thought 

**  It  may  be  added,  that  his  style  of  compo* 
fiition  was  entirely  differeilt  from  that  of  this 

writer.    *  •  *  •     That  he  had  none  of  that 

■  ■       » 

minute  covmmsarial  knowledge  of  petty  military 
matters,  which  is  displayedan  some  of  the  ear* 
lier  ps^pers  of  Junius^ 
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<<  And  finally  it  may  be  observed,  that  die! 
figures  and  allusioits  of  Junius  are  often  of  so 
^Ufierent  a  race  timn  those  which  our  authmr 
[Hstmilton]  would  have  used,  that  he  never 
qx)ke  of  some  of  them  without  the  strongest 
disapprobation ;  and  particularly  whcpi  a  friend^ 
for  the  purpose  of  drawing  him  out,  afiected  to 
think  him  the  writer  of  these  papers  ;  and  ban* 
tering  him  on  the  suligect,  taxed  him  with  that 
passage  in  which  a  nobleman,  tboi  in  a  high 
office,  is  said  to  have  ^  travell^  through  every 
sign  in  the  political  zodiac,  from  the  scobpiok, 
in  which  he  stung  lord  Chatham,  to  the  b^es  of  a 
▼IB6IN,'  &c«  as  if  this  imagery  were  much  in  his 
style,-^Mn  Hamilton  with  great  vehemence  ex- 
claimed, ^  had  I  written  such  a  sentence  as  that, 
I  ^ould  have  thought  I  had  forfeited  all  preten* 
sions  to  good  taste  in  composition  for  ever  !*  *' 

Mr.  Malone  further  observes,  that  Hamthon 
filled  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the  exdiequer  in 
Ireland,  from  September  1763  to  April  1784, 
during  the  very  period  in  which  all  the  letters 
of  Junius  appeared  before  the  public ;  and  it 
will  not  very  readily  be  credited  by  any  one  that 
tilts  is  likely  tohave  been  the  exact  quarter  from 
which  the  writer  of  the  letters  tn  question  fiilmi* 
nated  his  severe  criminations  against  govern- 
ment.  Hie  subject  moreover  of  parliamentary 
reform,  ferwhich  Junius  was  so  zealous  an  adr 
vocate,  Mr.  Malone  expressly  tdBs  us  wsf  4apBsi# 
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deted  by  Hamilton  to  be  ^'  o^  so  dangerous  a 
tendency,  that  he  once  said  to  a  firiend  now 
living,  that  he  would  sooner  suffer  his  right  hand 
to  be  cut  off,  than  vote  for  it/' 

The  only  reason  indeed  that  appears  for  these 
letters  having  ever  been  attributed  to  Hamil* 
ton  is,  that  on  a  certain  morning  he  told  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  as  has  been  ahready  hinted 
at  %  the  substance  of  a  letter  of  Jvmus  which  he 
pretended  to  l^ave  just  read  in  the  Public  Adver? 
tiser ;  but  which,  on  consulting  the  Public  Ad* 
vertiser,  was  not  found  to  appear  there,  an  apo- 
logy instead  of  it  being  offered  for  its  post- 
ponement tiU  the  next  day,  when  the  letter  thus 
previously  adverted  to  by  Hamilton  did  actually 
make  its  appearance*  That  Hamilton,  therefor^ 
had  a  knowledge  of  the  existence  and  purport 
of  this  letter  i^  unquestionable  ;-but  without  cour 
ceiving  him  the  author  of  it,  it  is  easy  to  account 
fbt  the  fact,  by  supposing  him  (as  we  have  sfupu 
posed  already)  to  have  had  it  read  to  him  by  his 
friend  Wood&ll,  antecedently  to  its  being  printed. 

Another  character  that  has  been  started  as  a 
claimant  to  the  letters  of  Junius,  is  the  late  Dr« 
Butler,  bishop  of  Hereford,  formerly  secretary 
to  the  right  hon.  Bilson  I^egge,  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  and  father  to  the  present  lord  StaweU. 
Dr.  Butler  was  a  man  of  some  talents,  and  was 
occa»onaUy  a  political  writer^  and  felt  no  small 

•  See  Prelifninary  E«fiay,  antcy  p.  11 ,  note. 
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.  disgust  and  mortification  upon  his  patron's  dis- 
^lissal  from  office.  But  he  never  discovered 
those  talents  that  could  in  any  respect  put  him 
upon  an  equality  with  Junius.  He  was  more- 
over a  man  of  mild  disposition,  and  in  no  respect 
celebrated  for  political  courage.  To  which  ge- 
neral remarks,  in  contravention  of  this  gentle* 
man's  claim,  the  editor  begs  leave  to  subjoin  the 
following  extract  of  a  letter  upon  the  subject, 
addressed  by  a  friend  of  Dr.  Butler's,  and  who 
himself  took  an  active  part  in  the  politics  of  the 
times,  to  a  high  official  cha'racter  of  the  present 
day;  and  which  he  has  been  allowed  the  liberty 
of  copying : — 

"  Mr.  Wilkes  shewed  me  the  letters  he  re- 

« 

ceiv^  privately  from  Junius  :  parts  of  one  of 
these  were  printed  in  the  public  papers  at  the 
request  of  the  Kll  of  Rights.  The  autograph 
was  remarkable — ^it  was  firm  and  precise,  and 
did  not  appear  to  me  at  all  disguised.  Mr. 
Wilkes  had  been  intimate  with  bishop  Butler 
when  quartered  as  colonel  of  the  militia  at  Win- 
chester ;  and  from  some  very  curious  concurrent 
circumstances,  he  had  strong  reasons  for  con^ 

r 

siderihg  that  the  Bishop  was'  the  author,  and 
I  had  some  reasons  for  conjecturing  the  same. 
-Yet  I  must  confess,  that  if  these  suspicions  were 
stronger  and  more  confirmed,  yet  I  think  I  should 
require 'more  substantial  ptoofs ;  ;and  my  reasons 
^e^  that  from  all  I  was  pver  abl^  to  le^trn  of  the 
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Bishop^s  personal  character^  he  was  incapable  of 
discovering,  or  feeling  those  rancorous  senti- 
ments, so  unbecoming  his  character  as  a  Christ- 
ian, and  his  station  as  a  prelate,  expressed  towards 
the  duke  of  Grafton,  lord  North,  sir  William 
Draper,  and  others — more  especially  the  King. 
Nor  do  I  think  that  his  being  the  sole  depositary 
of  his  own.  secret,  which,  as  Junius  says,  would 
be,  and  I  fancy  was^  buried  in  everlasting  obli- 
vion, when  he  was  entombed ;  would  have  en- 
couraged him  to  have  used  such  opprobrious 
language." 

The  pretensions  of  the  Rev.  Philip  Rosen- 
hagen,  though  adverted  to  in  a  preceding  edi- 
tion  of  these  letters,  are  hardly  worth  noticing. 
He  was  at  one  time  chaplain  to  the  8th  regiment 
of  foot  $  and  is  said  to  have  endeavoured  to  im- 
pose upon  lord  North  with  a  story  of  his  having 
been  the  ,author  of  the  letters  in  order  to  induce 
his  Lordship  to  settle  a  pension  upon  him.  It  is 
sufficient  to  observe,  that  Mr.  Rosenhagen,  who 
was  a  school-fellow  of  Mr.  H.  S.  WoodfiiU,  con- 
tinued on  terms  of  acquaintance  with  him  in 
subsequent  life ;  atid  occasionally  wrote  for  the 
Public  Advertiser :  but  was  repeatedly  declared 
by  Mr.  Woodfell,  who  must  have  been  a  compe- 
tent evidence  as  to  the  fact,  not  to  be  the 
author  of  Junius*s  Letters.  A  private  letter  of 
Rbsehhagen*s  to  Mr.  Woodfidl  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  his  son,  and  nothing  can  be  more 
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different  from  each  other  than  this  autogriiph 
aad  that  of  Junius. 

It  has  been  said  in  an  Ainencan  periodical 
work  entitled  ^^  The  Wihniiigton  Mirror/'  that 
General  Lee  in  confidence  communicated  to  a 
friend  the  important  secret  that  he  was  the 
author  of  these  celebrated  letters;  but,  whether 
ILtee  ever  made  such  9.  communication  or  noty 
nothing  is  more  palpable  than  that  he  did  not 
write  them — since  it  is  a  notorious  frtct,  that  dur- 
ing the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whple  of  the  period 
in  which  they  successively  appeared^  this  offiioet 
was  on  the  continent  of  £urope,  travelling  from 
place  to  place,  and  occupying  the  whole  of  his 
time  in  very  different  pursuits. 

The  friend  to  whom  this  communication  is 
said  to  have  been  made,  is  a  Mr.  T.  Rodney,  who 
declares  as  foUows  in  a  communication  inserted 
in  the  above-mentioned  American  periodic^ 
wQirk. 

<<  In  the  iaXL  of  1773,  not  long  after  general 
Lee  had  arrived  in  America,  I  had  the  {Measure 
of  spending  an  afternoon  in  his  compi^iiy ,  when 
there  was  no  other  person  pre^^t*  Our  ccm^ 
irersation  chiefly  turned  on  pobtics,  and  W43 
mutually  free  and  open*  Among  other  ihii%cb 
the  Letters  q£  Junius  were  mentton@<l,.  wd 
j^neral  Lee  asked  nje,  who  w^  coigeotip^  to 
be  the  authoi*  of  these  lettc^rs.  I  rc^pUed,  oiir 
canjectUTes  here  gf^oeroUy  fiiUow«d  tliQW  started 
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in  Ei^land;  but  fi>r  myself^  I  conchidedt  from 
the  spirit,  style,  patriotism,  and  poUtical  in« 
formatiim  which  they  displayed,  that  lord 
Chatham  was  the  author;  and  yet  there  were 
some  sentimente  there  that  indicated  his  not 
being  die  author.  General  Lee  inunediately 
replied,  with  considerable  animation,  affirming, 
that  to  his  certain  knowledge,  lord  CSuttham 
was  not  the  author;  neither  did  he  know  who 
the  author  was,  any  more  than  I  did;  that  there 
was  not  a  man  in  the  world,  no,  not  eviea 
Woodfall,  the  publisher,  that  knew  who  the 
author  was;  that  the  secret  rested  soldy  widi 
himself,  and  for  ever  would  remskin  with  him. 

^*  Feeling,  in  some  degree,  surprised  at  this 
unexpected  declaration,  after  pausing  a  fittle, 
I  rqdied:  ^  No,  general  Lee,  if  you  certainly 
know  what  you  have  affirmed,  it  can  no  longi^ 
remain  solely  with  him;  fpr,  certainly,  no  one 
could  know  what  you  have  affirmed  but  thc^ 
author  himself!' 

^^  Recollecting  faiiiisel^  he  refdied:  *  I  have 
unguardedly  committed  myself*,  and  it  wmU  be 
hitjblfy  to  deny  to  you  that  I  am  tke  auAor; 
but  I  must  request  tliat  you  will  not  reveal  it 
during  my  life;  fm  it  never  was,  nor  never  wiU 
be  revealed  by  me  to  any  other/  He  then 
proceeded  to  oa^ntion  several  cticiunflkaaees  to 
verify  hig  being  the  author;  and,  among  th^m, 
tiiiat  of  bis  going,  over  to  tiie  Continent,  and  dbf- 
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senting  himself  from  England  most  of  the  time 
in  which  these  Letters  were  first  published  in 
London,  &c*  &c.  This  he  thought  necessary, 
lest,  by. some  accident,  the  author  should.be- 
come  known,  or  at  least  suspected,  which  might 
have  been  his  ruin,  had  he  been  known  to  the 
court  of  London^  &c/' 

The  account  from  which  we  have  made  this 
extract  was  reprinted  in  the  St  James's  Chro- 
nicle for  April  16,  180S,  which  the  editor  pre- 
feces  by  observing,  "Of  Mr.  Rodney,  or  of  the 
degi^e  of  credit  that  may  reasonably  be  attach- 
ed to  his  declaration,  we  know .  nothing ;  but 
the  subject  is  so  curious,  that  we  think  our 
readers  will  not  be  averse  from  haying  their  at- 
tentioh  once  more  drawn  to  it.*' 

The  public  do  not  in  any  degree  appear  to 
have  been  influenced  either  by  general  Lee's 
pretended  assertion,  or  Mn  Rodney's  positrve 
declaration:  and  this  claim  bad  totally  died 
away  like  the  rest,  when  in  1807  it  was  revived 
by  Dr.  Girdlestone  of  Yarmouth,  Norfolk,  who 
end^voured  to .  establish  general ,  Lee's  preteB>- 
sions  by  a  comparison .  of  Rodney's  statement 
with  Mr.  Langworthy's  Memoirs  of  the  gene- 
ral's life,  in  a  pamphlet  published  anonymously, 
under  the  title  of  ^^  Reasons  for  ejecting  the 
presinxiptive  evidence  of.  Mr.  Almon,'  that  Mr. 
Hugh  Boyd  was  the  writer  of  Junius,  .  with 
passages  selected  to  prove  the  real  author^  of  the 
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Letters  of  Junius."  And  in  consequence  of  this 
revival  of  Mr.  Lee's  claim,  the  editor  feels  him- 
i^elf  called  upon  to  examine  its  foundation  some- 
what more  in  detaiL 

The  passages  selected  are  in  no  respect  con- 
vincing to  his  mind,  and  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  so  to  that  of  the  public.  But  withoat 
entering  upon  so  disputable  a  question  as  that 
of  a  superiority  of  literary  taste,  it  will  be  suflS- 
cient  to  remark  that  the  great  distance  of  ge- 
nersi]  Lee  from  England  during  the  period  ih 
which  the  Letters  of  Junius  were  pbblished, 
together  with  the  difierent  line  of  politics  which 
he  pursued,  render  it  impossible  that  Lee  could 
have  been  the  author  of  these  letters. 

.  The  correspondence  of  General  Lee  previous 
to  his  quitting  England  for  America,  in  August, 
177S,  iais  published  by  Mr.  Lapgworthy  in  the 
memoirs  of  his  life,  and  adverted  to  in  Dir.  Gir- 
dlestone's  pamphlet^  extend  through  a  period  of 
about  thirteen  months,  from  Dec.  1,  1766,  to 
Jan.  19,  1768,  and  give  us  the  following  dates. 

1766,  Dec.  1^      To  the  King  of  Poland,  from 

London. 
25.      The    Prince  of  Poland,   the 
same. 
'1767,    May  1.       Mr.  Coleman,  from  Warsaw. 

2.       Mrs.  Macauley',  the  same. 

» 

'  The  letter  was  not  addressed  to  Mrs.  Macauley^  but  tg 
'  )tdy  Blake.    Edit,  of  the  present  wOrk« 
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1767^  May  4. 

Louisa  C.  the  same. 

4. 

Lord  Tbanet,  the  same. 

Aug,  16. 

King  of  Poland,  Kamineck. 

1768,  Jan.  19. 

Sir  C.  Davers,  Diion. 

The  dates  of  the  letters  written  by  Junius 

under  his  occasional  signatures  are  as  follows : 

1767,  April  28. 

Poplicola. 

May  28. 

The  same  in  answer  to  a 
letter  of  sir  William  Dra^ 
per's,  of  May  21. 

Jiine  24. 

Anti*Sejanus,  Jun. 

Ang.  25«. 

A  Faithful  Monitor,  on  the 

• 

subject  of  lord   Towns- 

bend's  appointment  to  be 

Lord   Lieut,  of  Ireland, 
which  took  place  the  pre- 

, - 

ceding  Aug.  12. 

Sept.  16. 

Gorreggio. 

Oct.  12. 

Moderator  in  answer  to  a 
letter  of  October  6. 

t 

22. 

Grand  Council. 

\ 

31. 

No  signature,  in  answer  to  a 
letter  of  Oct.  27* 

Dec.  5. 

Y.  Z.  on  the  King's  speech, 
on  opening  the  parliament 
Nov.  24,  1767:    the  re* 
oeipt  of  which   witt  hie 

- 

found  acknowledged  by 
the  printer  in  his  usual 

• 

method  among  the  *^MSh 

* 

\ 
\ 
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swers  to  correspondents,'' 

Nov.  80. 
1 9.      No  signature,  on  the  subject 

of  American  politics. 
22.  Doivnright. 
It  is  only  necessary  for  the  reader  to  com* 
pare  these  two  lists  of  dates,  and  places;  as  for 
example,  London,  and  Warsaw,  or  Kamineck, 
during  the  two  months  of  May  and  August, 
and  to  observe  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
Letters|  of  Junius  were  furnished,  in  answer  to 
the  different  subjects  discussed,  to  obtain  a  fiiU 
proof  that  l&e  latter '  list  of  letters  could  not 
have  been  written  by  the  author  of  the  former. 

Tkhese  remarks  however  relate  only  to  the 
year  1767.  Let  us  see  how  the  account  stands 
for  1769,  being  the  year  in  which  the  author 
first  appeared  before  the  public  under  his  favour^ 
ite  signature  (with  the  single  exception  of  Mis- 
cellaneous Letter,  No:  lii.)  It  is  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain exactly  at  what  places  Greneral  Lee  was  re- 
siding during  this  period.  Langworthy's  Memoirs 
abound  with  erroneous  dates,  which  sire  not  ma- 
terial however  to  the  present  question.  The 
only  serviceable  hint  that  can  be  collected  from 
them  ia,  that  he  was  rambling  somewhere  or 
other  abroad,  and  *^  could  never  stay  long  in 
one  place :"  to  which  the  editor  adds,  "  that  we 
can  collect  nothing  material  relative  to  the  ad- 
vexrtures  of  his  travels,  as  his  memontnduohi 
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books  only  mention  the  names  of  the  towns  and 
cities  through  which  he  passed.  That  he  was  a 
most  rapid  and  very  active  traveller  is  certain,** 
p.  8.  The  account  furnished  by  Rodney  con- 
firms this  statement,  by  telling  us,  ''  He  then 
proceeded  to  mention  several  circumstances  to 
verify  his  being  the  author ;  and,  among  them, 
that  of  his  going  over  to  the  Continent,  and  ab- 
senting  himself  from  England. mp&t  of  the  time 
in  which  these,  letters  were  first  published  in 
London,  &c.  &c.  This  he  thought  necessary, 
lest,  by  s6me  accident,  the  author  should  be- 
come known,  or,  at  leapt,  suspected,  which  naight 
have  been  his  ruin,  hsut  he  been  known  to  the 
Court  of  Lpndotij  &c.*' 

It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  during  the  whole 
or  the  greater  part  of  1769,  General  Lee  was 
rambling  over  the  Continent ;  and  of  course  had 
no  possibility  of  keeping  up .  a  y ery  close  cor- 
respondence with  any  person  at  home.  Yet  the 
following  table  of  the  Letters  of  Juniiis,  written 
either  under  his  favourite  or  occasional  signa- 
tures,  or  privately  to  Mr.  Wqpdfall,  will  shew 
that  in  the  course  of  this  very  year,  the  author 
maintained  not  less  than  fifty-four  communica- 
tions with  Mr.  Woodfall :  that  not  a  single  month 
passed  without  one  or  more  acts  of  intercourse : 
that  some  of  them  had  not  less  than  seven,  and 
many  of  them  not  less  than  six,  at  times  direct- 
ed to  events  that  had  occurred  only  a  few  days 
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antecedently:  that  the  two  most  distant  com- 
munications were  not  more  than  three  weeks 
apart)  that  several  of  them  were  daily,  and  the 
greater  number  of  them  not  more  than  a  week 
from  each  other. 


1769. 


January  91. 

February  7. 

21. 

March  3. 

18. 

April  7. 
10. 

12. 

20. 

21. 

24. 

27. 

May  6. 

30. 

June  6. 
'-  10. 

12. 

22. 


July 


August 


8. 
15. 
17. 
19. 
21. 
29. 

1. 

6. 

8. 
U. 
16. 

22, 

September  4. 

— : 7. 

' -.  8. 

10. 

19. 

25. 


,^-^ 


I 


October       5. 

13. 

17. 

19. 

20. 

November   8. 

12. 

U. 

15. 

16. 

25. 

-: 25. 

29. 

December   2. 

12. 

19. 

19. 

26. 


There  is  but  one  conclusion  that  can  be 
drawn  from  a  perusal  of  this  table:  which  is, 
that  the  writer  of  the  letters,  of  which  it  forms 
a  diary,  could  not  have  been  travelling  over  the 
continent  during  the  year  1769  to  which  it  is 
limited,  and  consequently  that  general  Lee, 
who  was  travelling  over  the  continent,  and  who 

VOL.    I.  I 
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appears  to  have  been  chiefly  in  remote  northerti 
parts  of  it  could  not  be  Junius. 

The  editor  has  observed  that  it  is  equally 
obvious  general  Lee  could  not  have  been  Junius, 
from  the  different  line  of  politics  professed  by 
the  two  characters;  and  not  merely  professed 
but  fought  for  to  his  own  outlawry  by  the  former. 
Junius,  it  has  been  already  remarked,  was  a  warm 
and  determined  friend  to  Mr.  George  Grenville: 
a  zealous  advocate  for  the  stamp  act,  Mr.  Gren- 
ville's  most  celebrated  measure  ;  and  a  decided 
upholder  of  the  power  of  the  British  parliament 
to  legislate  for  America,  in  the  same  manner  as 
for  any  county  in  England.  And  it  wa^  because 
Mr.  Lee  was  an  inveterate  oppugner  of  these 
doctrines,  and  was  determined  to  fight  against 
them,  and  even  against  his  native  country,  if 
she  insisted  upon  them,  that  he  fled  to  the 
United  States,  took  a  lead  in  their  armies,  and 
powerfully  contributed  to  their  independence. 
The  ensuing  extracts  taken  from  his  letters 
contained  in  Mr.  Jjangworthy's  Memoirs,  give 
his  own  opinions  in  his  own  words }  and  they 
may  be  compared  with  those  of  Junius  diat  foU 
low  the  precediog  extracts  fix)m  Mr.  Burke. 

**  You  tell  me  the  Americans  are  the  ino4 
merciful  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth :  I  think 
80  too;  and  the  strongest  instance  of  it  is^  that 
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they  did  not  long  ago  hang  up  yoii^  and  eocry 
advocate  for  the  stamp  act  \" 

^^  As  to  the  rest  who  form  what  is  called  the 
opposition,  they  are  so  odious-  or  contemptible^ 
tliat  the  favourite  himself  is  preferable  to  them ; 
such  as  Gbenville,  Bedford,  Newcastle,  and 
their  associates.  Temple  is  one  of  the  most 
ridiculous  order  of  coxcombs^.^^ 

^^  A  formidable  opposition  is  expected;  but 
the  heads  are  too  odious  to  the  nation  in  general, 
in  my  opinion,  to  carry  their  point  Such  as 
Bedford,  Sandwich,  G.  Grekville,  and,  with 
submission,  your  friend  Mansfield^.*' 

**  We  have  had  twenty  different  accounts  oi 
your  arrival  at  Boston,  which  have  been  rs«> 
gularly  contradicted  the  next  morning  i  but  as 
I  now  find  it  certain  that  you  are  arrived,  I  dball 
not  delay  a  single  instant  addressing  myself  to 
you.  It  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  friendship  I  have 
long  and  sincerely  professed  for  you ;  a  friend- 
dbtp  to  which  you  have  the  strongest  claims 
ftma  the  first  moment  of  our  acquaintance; 
there  is  no  man  from  whom  I  have  received  so 
minj  testimonies  of  esteem  and  afifoctioa;  there 
is  no  man  whose  esteem  and  affection  could  in 
my  opinion  have  done  me  greater  honow.    *  * 

*  Memoirs^  p.  54,  in  a  letter  to  W.  H.  Drayton,  a  member 
•f  coDgress. 

*  lb.  p.  294.  '  lb.  p.  297. 
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•******!  shall  not  trouble  you 
with  my  opinion  of  the  right  of  taxing  America 
without  her  own  consent,  as  I  am  afraid  from 
what  I  have  seen  of  your  speeches,  that  yoa 
have  already  formed  your  creed  on  this  article  ^ 
but  I  will  boldly  affirm,  had  this  right  been  es* 
tablished  by  a  thousand  statutes,  had  America 
admitted  it  from  time  immemorial,  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  every  good  Englishman  to  exert  his 
utmost  to  divest  parliament  of  this  right,  as  it 
must  inevitably  work  the  subversion  of  the 
whole  empire.  •«•*****  On 
these  principles,  I  say.  Sir,  every  good  English- 
man, abstracted  of  all  regard  for  America,  must 
oppose  her  being  taxed  by  the  British  parlia- 
ment ;  for  my  own  part  I  am  convinced  that  no 
argument  (not  totally  abhorrent  from  the  spirit 
of  liberty,  and  the  British  constitution,)  can  be 
produced  in  support  of  this  right.  •  *  *  ♦ 
*  •  *  *  I  have  now.  Sir,  only  to  entreat, 
that  whatever  measure  you  pursue,  whether  those 
which  your  real  friends  (myself  amongst  the  rest) 
would  wish,  or  unfortunately  those  which  our  ac- 
cursed misrulers  shall  dictate,  you  will  still  be- 
lieve me  to  be  personally,  with  the  greatest  sin- 
cerity  and  affection,  yours,  &c.  C.  Lee*.** 
It  would  be  waste  of  time  to  pursue  the 

'  Letter  to  persuade  general  Burgoyne  to  join  the  Ameri- 
cans. Memoirs,  p.  323 — 330.  See  Jvmvs's  opinion  of 
general  Burgoyne,  Vol.  11.  p.  58. 
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claim  of  general  Lee  any  further:  though  a 
multitude  of  similar  proofs  to  the  same  effect 
might  be  oflfered  if  necessary. 

Another  character  to  whom  these  letters 
have  been  ascribed  is  Mn  Wilkes ;  but  that  he 
is  not  the  author  of  them  must  be  clear  to  every 
one  who  will  merely  give  a  glance  at  either  the 
public  or  the  private  letters.  Wilkes  could  not 
have  abused  himself  in  the  manner  he  is  occa* 
sionally  abused  in  the  former;  nor  would  he 
have  said  in  the  latter  (since  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  his  so  saying)  "  I  have  been  out  of  town 
for  three  weeks  ***  at  a  time  when  he  was  closely 
confined  in  the  King's  Bench. 

Of  all  the  pretenders  however  to  the  honour 
of  having  written  the  Letters  of  Junius,  Hugh 
Macaulay  Boyd  has  been  brought  forward  with 
the  most  confidence :  yet  of  all  of  them  there  is 
not  one  whose  claims  are  more  easily  and  com- 
pletely refuted.  It  is  nevertheless  necessary,  from 
the  assurance  with  which  they  have  been  urged, 
to  examine  them  with  some  degree  of  detail. 

Hugh  Macaulay  Boyd  was  an  Irishman  of 
a  respectable  family,  who  was  educated  for  the 
bar,  which  he  deserted,  at  an  early  age,  for  poli- 

*  Private  Letters^  No.  11.  This  letter  is  dated  Nov.  8, 
1769.  Wilkes  entered  the  King's  Bench  prison  April  27, 
1768,  and  was  liberated  April  18, 1770.— See  further  the'pri- 
Fate  correspondoice  between  Junijus  and  Mr.  Wilkes. 
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tics,   and  an  unsettled  life,   that  perpetually 
involved  him  in  pecuniary  distresses ;  and  who 
is  known  as  the  author  of  **  The  Freeholder/' 
which  he  wrote  at  Belfast,  in  the  beginning  of 
1776;    "  The  Whig,*'  consisting  of  a  series  of 
revolutionary  papers  which  he  published  in  the 
London  Covrantj  between  November,  1 779,  and 
March,  1780,  and  the   "  Indian  Observer,"  a 
miscellany  of  periodical  essays  published  at  Ma- 
dras in  179S'.     In  his  pubKc  conversation  he 
was  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of  the    style   and 
principles  of  Junius  ;  and  in  his  political  effii- 
sions  he  perpetually  strove  to  imitate  his  man* 
ner;   and,   in  many  instances,  copied  his  sen- 
tences verbally.    On  this  last  account  the  three 
advocates  for  his  fame,  Mr.  Almon  who  has  in- 
troduced him  into  his  Biographical  Anecdotes, 
Mr,  Campbell  who  has  published  a  life  of  him, 
and  pr^xed  jt  to  a  new  edition  of  *'  Boyd's 
Works,"   and  Mr.  George  Chalmers,  who  has 
entered  largely  into  the  subject,  in  his  **  Ap- 
pendix  to   the    Supplemental  Apology,"  have 
atrenuoiisly  contended  that  Boyd  and   Junius 
were  the  same  person  ;  an  opinion  which,  they 
think^  is  rendered  decisive  from  the  following 

'  He  is  ftlio  said  by  bis  friends  to  have  written  various  letters 
is  the  Public  Advfertiser,  in  the  years  1769,  1770, 1771,  and 
allenrirds  in  1779 ;  the  fonwer  under  a  questionable  signa- 
ture, the  fatter  und^r  tlmt  of  Democrates  or  Democraticqs. 
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Anecdote,  as  given  in  th^  words  of  Mr.  Chalmers 
himself. 

"  Boyd  was  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  the 
«hop  of  Almon,  who  detected  him,  as  the  writer 
of  Junius,  as  early  as  the  autumn  of  1769.    At 
a  meeting  of  the  booksellers  and  printers,  H.  S. 
Woodfall  read  a  letter  of  Junius,  which  he  had 
Just  received^  because  it  contained  a  passage, 
that  related  to  the  business  of  the  meeting.    AL- 
mon  had  thereby  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
h^id-writing   of  the   manuscript,  without  dis- 
closii^  bis  thoughts  of  the  discovery.  The  next 
time  that  Boyd  called  on  him  in   Piccadilly, 
Almon  said  to  him,  ^  I  have  9e^  a  part  of  one 
of  JuNius's  Letters,  in  manuscript,  which  I  be- 
lieve is  your   hand^writing/     Boyd    instantly 
changed  colour;    and  after  a  short  pause,  he 
said,  ^  the  similitude  of  hand-writing  is  not  a 
conclusive  fact,*  |]proof.3    Now,  Almon   does 
iK>t  deliver  these  intimations,  as  mere  <^nions ; 
but,  he  speaks^  like  a  witness,  to  &.ets,  which 

4 

he  know^  to  be  true«  It  is  a  fact,  then,  that 
Almon  taxed  Boyd  with  being  llie  writer  of 
JuNius's  Letters ;  that  Boyd  thereupon  changed 
colour ;  and  that  he  only  turned  off  the  impu- 
tation, by  the  obvious  remark,  that  comparison 
:of  hand-writing  is  not  decisive  evidence,  to  prove 
the  writen  Add  to  this  testimony,  that  Boyd 
was,  by  nature,  confident^  and,  by  habit,  a  man 
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of  the  towrij  a  sort  of  character,  who  is  not  apt 
to  blush.  From  the  epoch  of  this  detection,  it 
was  the  practice  of  Almon,  when  he  was  asked 
who  was  the  writer  of  Junius,  to  say,  that  he 
suspected  Junius  was  a  broken  gentleman,  with- 
out a  guinea  in  his  pocket/' 

Mr.  Almon's  own  words  in  relating  this  anec- 
dote are  as  follow :  "  The  moment  I  saw  the 
hand- writing  I  had  a  strong  suspicion  that  it  was 
Mr.  Boyd's,  whose  hand-writing  I  knew,  hav- 
ing received  several  letters  Jrom  Mm  concerning 
books.*'  And  he  afterwards  adds  in  reference  to 
Boyd's  reply  to  him,  "  though  these  words  do 
not  acknowledge  the  truth  of  the  suspicion^  they 
do  not,  however,  positively  deny  it*." 

This  reply,  that  "  the  similitude  of  hand- 
writing is  not  a  conclusive  proof,"  is  called  by 
Mr.  Chalmers  an  "  obviotts  remark;'*  he  might 
have  added  that  the  remark  is  just  as  generals 
it  is  obvious^  and  consequently  that  it  admits  of 
no  particular  deduction. .  It  neither  denies  nor 
affirms,  but  leaves  the  question,  or  rather  the 
suspicion^  precisely  where  it  was  at  first. 

But,  say  these  gentlemen,  it  was  preceded  by 
a  change  qf  colour :  yet  whether  this  change 
were  to  a  flush  or  a  paleness,  or  any  other  hue 

'  Letter  from  J.  Almon  to  L.  D.  Campbell,  Esq.  Dec.  10, 
1798. 
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does  f  not  appear.  Let  it  be  taken  for  grant- 
ed, however,  that  they  mean  Macaulay  Boyd 
bbishedj  and  consequently  that  he  exhibited,  on 
the  spur  of  the  moment,  a  secret  sense  «of 
shame :  yet  what  had  that  man  to  be  ashamed 
o^  upon  a  detection  of  this  kind,  who  openJy 
gloried  in  the  principles  of  Junius,  who  had 
carried,  his  own  avowed  sentiments  immeasur- 
ably farther,  who  was  for  ever  publicly  imi- 
tating his  style  and  copying  his  phrases  ? — this* 
man,  who  was  "  by  nature  confidenty  and  by 
habit. a  man  of  the  Umn^  a  sort  of  character  who 
is  not  apt  to  blush,"  nothing  surely  could  have 
given  him  a  higher  delight  than  to  have  been 
suspected  to  have  been  Junius  himself:  nothing 
could  more  agreeably  have  flattered  his  vanity. 
His  cheeks  glcmed  with  a  Jhish  of  rapture  upon 
the  supposed  detection,  and  he  could  not  even 
consent  to  dissipate  the  fond  illusion  by  teUing 
the  whole  truth.  Shame  he  could  not  feel ;  and 
as  to  the  passion  of  fear  it  must  not  be  mentioned 
for  a  pioment :  fear  would  have  made  him  turn 
pakj  but  not  have  blushed. 

Yet  these  gentlemen,  in  the  ardour  of  their 
pursuit,  prove  too  much  for  their  own  cause; 
since: we  at  length  find  that,  after  all,  there 
was  NO  similitude  of  hand-writing  whatever,  or 
at  least  none  that  could  answer  their  purpose* 


_  / 
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The  letter  shewn  by  Woodfall,  Almon  asserted 
to  be  in  the  common  hand-writing  of  Boyd,  the 
hand«writing  employed  by  him  in  his  common 
«sd  avowed  transactions,  and  that  he  knew  it 
to  be  Boyd's  on  tliis  very  account.  Now  it  so 
happened  that  Mr.  WoodMl  was  also  well  Uc* 
quainted,  in  consequence  of  a  similar  corres* 
pondence,  with  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Boyd  { 
and  Wood&ll,  whose  veracity  could  not  be 
^questioned,  and  who  had  far  better  opportuni*- 
ties  of  comparing  the  autographs  together,  de- 
nied that  the  letters  of  Junius  were  written  in 
the  band-writing  of  Boyd ;  adding,  that  Almon, 
from  tbe  casual  glance  he  had  obtained,  had 
conjectured  erroneously.  The  difficulty  was  felt 
and  acknowledged;  and  the  fidiowing  inge- 
nious expedient  was  devised  to  get  rid  of  it* 
It  was  contended  that  Boyd  had,  about  the 
period  of  Junius's  first  appearance,  accustomed 
himself  to  what  he  used  to  call,  and  his  com- 
mentators and  biographers  call  after  him,  a 
disgtdsed  hand;  and  that  he  unifi>rmly  em- 
ployed this  disguised  hand  in  writing  these  let? 
ters,  in  order  to  prevent  detection.  And  this 
xngenious  discovery  was  afterwards  brought  for- 
OTurd  as  an  evidence  of  Boyd's  good  sense  and 
discretion,  and  an  additional  demonstration  tiiat 
he  w^s  the  actual  writer  of  these  letters,    *^  It 
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would  require  strong  proof  indeed,**  says  Mr. 
Chalmers,  ^'  to  satisfy  a  riBasonable  mind,  that 
the  writer  of  Junius's  Letters  would  send  them 
to  the  printer  in  his  real  hand-writing.  It  is  im^ 
possible  to  conceive,  that  such  a  man,  as  Boyd, 
would  take  such  successful  pains  to  disguise  his 
band-writing,  if  he  had  not  had  some  design  to 
deceive  the  world.'* 

But  this  is  to  involve  the  argument  in  even 
more  self-contradiction  than  ever.  Junius,  who» 
ever  he  was,  wrote  his  letters,  we  are  told,  in  a 
disguised  hand-wrtting^  iri  order  to  avoid  detec- 
tion :  the  letter  which  Almon  saw  was  not  in  a 
didguised  hand^writing^  but  in  the  open  and 
avowed  hand^wtiting  of  Boyd,  with  which  Al- 
mon was  well  acquainted,  and  which  was  made 
use  of  by  Boyd  in  his  common  transactions  and 
correspondence.  Upon  their  own  reasoning 
therefore,  Boyd  could  not  have  been  die  authot 
of  the  letters  of  Junius. 

But  we  are  told,  in  reply  to  this  second  difi 
ficulty,  that  the  disguised  hand-writing  of  Boyd, 
though  diflferent  from  his  common  hand-writing, 
was  nevertheless  not  so  different,  but  that  those 
who  were  familiar  with  the  latter  could  easily 
trace  its  origin,  and  identify  it  with  the  former ; 
"  I  have  already  proved,**  says  Mr.  CampbeB, 
^*  that  those  who  were  acquainted  with  the  one^ 
would,  upon  inspection  of  the  other^  discover  a 
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strong  resemblance  between  them '.*•  The  re- 
sult of  course  is,  that  Almon  penetrated  the 
deception,  although  from  a  momentary  glance, 
while  Woodfall  was  incapable  of  doing  so,  not- 
withstanding his  superior  opportunities.  Yet 
surely  never  was  such  a  disguise  either  attempted 
or  conceived  before.  The  author  wishes,  we 
are  told,  to  dissemble  his  hand-writing,  in  order 
to  avoid  detection ;  and  he  devises  a  disguised 
hand-writing  that  can  only  be  traced  home,  and 
identified  by  those  who  are  acquainted  with  his 
common  hand-writing;  as  if  his  common  hand- 
writing  could  be  identified  by  strangers  ais  a 
matter  of  course. 

A  disguised  hand-writing  that  should  conceal 
him  firom  all  who  were  ignorant  of  his  real  hand- 
writing, and  expose  him  to  all  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  it,  was  a  truly  brilliant  invention, 
and  altogether  worthy  of  Mr.  Boyd's  country 
and  pretensions.  Yet  after  all,  we  must  not 
forget,  that  the  hand-writing  supposed  to  have 
been  seen  by  Almon,  if  Boyd's  at  all,  was  not  the 
mystical,  esoteric  autography,  the  Upa  ypa,(j(^[juaT» 
of  the  initiated,  the  disguised  character  that 
could  be  detected  by  nobody  but  those  who 
were  acquainted  with  his  common  writing,  but 
jdie  common  and  undisguised  character  its^lfi 

*  Life  pf  Boyd,  p.  157. 
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his  general  and  avowed  hand-writing  employed 
on  purposes  of  ordinary  business,  and  which, 
says  Mr.  Almon,  "  I  knew/*  in  consequence  of 
^*  having  received  several  letters  from  him  con- 
cerning books/' 

But  this  is  not  the  only  disguise  which  Mr* 
Boyd  must  have  had  recourse  to,  and  which  he 
is  admitted  to  have  had  recourse  to,  if  he  were 
the  real  author  of  these  celebrated  epistles.  He 
must  have  disguised  his  imial  style  even  more 
than  his  tmud  hand-xmtingy  and  that  by  the  very 
extraordinary  assumption  of  an  excellence  which 
does  not  elsewhere  appear  to  have  belonged  to 
him ;  for  it  is  not  pretended  by  any  of  his. advo- 
cates that  the  general  merit  of  any  one  of  his  oc- 
kfuywledged  productions  is  equal  to  the  general 
merit  of  the  letters  of  Junius  ;  but  merely  as- 
serted that  there  is  in  his  works  a  general  imita^ 
Hon  of  the  manner  gf  the  latter,  together  with  an 
occasional  copy  of  his  very  phrases  and  images, 
and  that  he  has  at  times  produced  passages 
not  inferior  to  some  of  the  best  that  Junius  ever 
wrote.  "  Of  all  the  characters,**  says  Mr.  Chal- 
mers himself,  **who  knew  Boyd  personally,  I 
have  only  met  with  one  gentleman  who  is  of  opi- 
nion that  he  was  able  to  write  Junius*s  letters'.** 
And  Mr..  Campbell  has  hence  conceived  it  neces- 
sary to  offer  two  reasons  for  this  palpable  infe- 

f  Supplement^  p.  94. 
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rionty  of  style*  The  one  is,  that  all  the  ackwW'- 
Udged  productions  of  Boyd  were  written  in  a 
hurry y-^-iAzM  pede  in  tmo — ^while  the  letters  of 
JuNics,  contrary  indeed  to  his  otherwise  uniform 
method,  were  possibly  composed  with  consider- 
able pains,  and  corrected  by  numerous  revisions. 
The  other  consists  of  a  long  extract  from  the 
Rambler,  in  denial  of  the  position  that  ^^be* 
cause  a  man  has  once  written  well,  he  can  never 
under  any  circumstances  write  ill'/' 

Now  the  whole  of  this  reasoning,  if  reason- 
ing it  may  be  called,  is  founded  on  gratuitous 
assumptions  alone,  and  may  be  just  as  fairly  ap* 
{^ed  to  any  one  else  of  the  supposed  writers  of 
the  Letters  of  Junius  as  to  Mr.  Boyd.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  he  occasionally  wrote  passages  of  con- 
siderable merit;  and  it  is  admitted  also,  that  he 
was  an  imitator  of  Junius's  style,  and  a  frequent 
copyist  of  his  very  words  and  images.  But  this 
laift  fact  is  against  Boyd,  instead  of  being  in  bm 
frivour,  for  the  style  of  Junius  is  original  and 
strictly  his  own,  he  is  nowhere  a  copyist,  gad 
Hittch  less  a  c^yist  of  himselfl  Boyd  might  cha* 
mcteristically  write,  as  he  has  done  in  hia  Free- 
holder, ^  long  enough  have  our  eyes  adied  over 
tl>is  barren  prospect^  where  na  verdare  qf  virtue 
^mckem^'^  because  Junius  before  him  had  writ* 
t#n,   <^  I  turn  with  pleasure  from  that  imrrsn 

■  Cami^ll's  Life  of  Boyd,  p.  31, 
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waste  in  xvhkh  no  salutary  pknt  takes  root»  no 
verdure  quickens  ;"  but  Junius  could  not  -write 
so,  because  his  genius  was  far  too  fertile  for  him 
to  be  driven  to  the  dire  necessity  of  copying 
from  his  own  metaphors,  and  even  had  he  done 
it  in  the  present  instance,  he  was  too  manly  a 
writer  to  have  introduced  into  the  simile  the  && 
fected  and  contemptible  alliteration  of  ^^  ver- 
dure of  virtue." 

If  Boyd  therefore  wrote  Junius,  he  must 
have  been  possessed  of  powers  of  which  he  has 
never  otherwise  given  any  evidence  whatever, 
and  must  not  only  have  disguised  his  handi  but, 
as  was  well  observed  on  a  former  occasion  by  the 
late  Mr.  W.  Wood&ll,  have  disguised  his  style  at 
the  same  time ;  and  this  too  ^'  in  that  most  ex- 
traordinary way  of  writing  above  his  own  reach 
<rf  literary  talent,"  judging  of  his  abilities  from 
every  existing  and  acknowledged  document.  To 
conceive  that  a  man  of  versatile  genius  might 
disguise  his  accustomed  style  of  writing  by  adopt* 
ing  some  other  style  on  a  level  tmih  his  own^  is 
not  difficult  J  but  to  conceive,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  authenticated  talents,  tliat  Boyd 
could  disgmse  his  avowed  style  by  assuming  that 
of  Junius,  is  to  conceive,  though  the  difierence 
between  them  was  not  altogether  so  extreme, 
that  a  sign-post  painter  might  disguise  himself 
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under  the  style  of  sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  or  a 
street-fiddler  under  that  of  Cramer. 

In  effect  Boyd  appears  to  have  been  an  en- 
thusiastic admirer  of  the  writings  of  Junius, 
ambitious  enough  to  try  to  imitate  them,  and 
vain  enough  to  wish  to  be  thought  the  author  of 
them.  By  the  deep  interest  he  displayed  in 
their  behalf,  he  once  or  twice^  induced  his  wife 
to  challenge  him  with  having  written  them  j — 
when  accidentally  taxed  by  Alipon  with  the  same 
£ict,  he  could  not  restrain  his  feelings,  and  his 
cheeks  flushed  with  rapture  beneath  the  suspi- 
cion ;  and  when,  upon  a  visit  to  Irdand  in  the 
year  1776,  he  wrote  his  address  to  the  .electors 
of  Antrim,  under  the  title  of"  The  Freeholder,** 
he  so  far  succeeded  by  eulogizing  Junius,  by 
quoting  his  letters,  and  imitating  his  manner,  as 
to  induce  a  few  other  persons  to  entertain  the 
same  idea,  and,  what  was  of  no  small  gratifica- 
tion to  him,  to  acquire  the  honour  of  being  ge- 
nerally denominated  Junius  the  second.  Yet, 
say  his  advocates,  he  never  dared  to  avow  that 
he  was  Junius,  because  Junius  had  declared  in 
his  Dedication,  "  I  am  the  sole  depositary  of  my 
own  secret,  and  it  shall  perish  with  me.** 

Upon  the  whole,   however,   these  visits  to 

^  Campbell's  Life  of  Boyd,  p.  136. 
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Ireland  are  by  no  means  favourable  to  Mr.  Boyd's 
daims ;  for  the  letters  of  Junius  published  in 
August,  1768,  under  the  signatures  of  Atticus 
and  Lucius,  were  written  during  one  of  them ; 
drid  from  the  rapidity  with  which  they  seized  hold 
of  the  events  of  the  moment,  and  replied  to  the 
numerous  vindications  and  apologies  of  the  go,^ 
vefnment-party,  must  have  been  written  (not  at 
Belfast)  but  in  London^  or  its  immediate  vicinity  % 


'  Cani^b^ll  in  h\%  Life  of  Boyd,  p.  93,  relates  the  foliowing 
anecdote  of  that  gentleman,  which  occurred  during  the  betbref 
lAentioned  visit  to  Ireland  in  the  summer  of  17(J8.  "  One  even- 
ing whilie  Mr.  Flood  sat  at  his  own  table,  after  dinner,  enter- 
jtaining  a  large  company,  of  Ikrhich  Mr.  Bo3rd  was  one,  he 
received  an  anonymous  note,  enclosing  a  letter  on  the  state  of 
parties,  signed  Sinderconibe.  The  npte  contained  a  request  that 
Mr.  Flood  would  peruse  the  enclosed  letter,  and  that  if  it  met 
his  approbation  he  would  get  it  published,  which  he  accord- 
ingly did  in  a  paper  of  the  following  morning,  and  the  letjter 
produced  a  very  strong  sepsation  on  the  public  mind."  .  Mr, 
Campbell  proceeds  to  state  that  ^'  every  endeavour  was  made, 
without  effect,  to  discover  the  aythor:  that  ]V|rs.  Boyd  always 
thought  that  Sindercombe  was  her  husband's  produ,ction,  and 
that  many  years  afteryvards  she  i^as  satisfied  that  her  conjecture 
was  founded  in  fact."  If  Mrs.  Boyd  were  correct  in  her  con*- 
jecture,  as  to  her  husband  being  the  author  of  the  letter  under 
this  signature,  it  would  of  itself^  ^11  but  indisputably  p^ve  that 
he  was  not  the  writer  of  the  letters  of  Junius;  as  on  Dec.  26, 
1772,  nearly  twelve  months  after  Junius  had  ceased  to  publish 
under  this  signature,  and  many  months  after  he  had  declined. 
to  write  under  any  bth^r.  Sindercombe  addresses  th^  following 
^ard  to  him ; 

VOL.  I.  K  *'  Por 
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While  his  visit  to  the  same  country  in  1772  was 
chiefly  in  consequence  of  extreme  pecuniary 
distress,  which  had  oppressed  him  for  the  pre* 
ceding  eighteen  months  or  two  years,  and  had 
driven  him  from  the  world,  through  a  fear  of 
being  arrested }  such  were  the  opposite  circum- 
stances of  Junius,  that  the  latter  was  refusing,  at 
this  very  moment,  the  moiety  of  the  profits  re- 
sulting from  the  s^le  of  his  own  edition  of  his 
letters,  repeatedly  pressed  upon  him,  and  to 
which  he  was  &irly  entitled ;  and  offering,  from 
a  competent  purse,  a  pecuniary  indemnification 
to  Woodfall  on  account  of  his  prosecution  by 
the  crown. 

There  is,  however,  a  note  inserted  in  Junius's 

*'  Vor  the  Public  Advertiser. 

A  CARD.  Dec.  26,  1772. 

"  SiNDERcoMBE  laments  thai  Junius  is  silent  at  a  sea* 
son  that  demands  his  utmost  eloquence.  Sindercombe  has  long 
waited  with  impatience  for  the  completion  of  that  promise^  in 
which  every  friend  to  liberty  is  so  deeply  interested.  Junius 
has  long  since  pledged  himself  that  the  corrupt  administration 
of  lord  Townshend  in  Ireland  '  shall  not  be  lost  to  the  public/ 
He  now  calls  upon  Junius  to  fulfil  that  promise.^' 

That  is  Boyd^  the  writer  of  Junius  as  Campbell  contends, 
calls  upon  himself  to  fulfil  a  promise  which  he  bad  not  the 
smallest  intention  to  perform^  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to 
Pnvate  Letter,  No.  63.  Sindercombe  is  a  signature  of  some 
peculiarity,  and  never  appeared  in  the  Public  Advertiser  during 
the  period  in  which  the  writer  of  the  letters  of  Junius  was  a 
coirrespoodent  in  that  paper,  which  the  reader  will  perceive  was 
frwi  April  88,  1767,  to  May  12,  1772. 
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9wn  edition  of  liiese  letters',  in  relation  to  lord 
Imham,  and  his  baseness  to  a  young  and  confi* 
dential  fiiend,  that  has  been  conceived  by  these 
same  gentlemen  as  almost  dedsive  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Boyd's  pretensions;  the  young  man  here  aU 
luded  to,  having  been,  as  it  should  seem,  one  of 
Mrs.  Boyd's  guardians;  the  two  families  to  which 
the  fact  relates,  from  the  peculiar  motives  they 
possessed  for  keeping  it  a  secret,  not  being  sup- 
posed to  have  divulged  it  to  any  one,  and  Mrs. 
Boyd  herself  having  only  communicated  it  in 
strict  confidence  to  her  husband.  Yet  the  reader 
of  the  ensuing  Private  Letters,  after  witnessing 
the  rapidity  with  which  Jcmus  became  informed 
of  Mr.  Garrick's  intimation  to  the  King,  and 
Swinney^s  visit  to  lord  G.  Sackville,  will  have^ 
no  difficulty  in  conceiving  that  Junius,  though 
totally  unacquainted  with  Mr.  Boyd  or  his  fitmily^ 
might  have  easily  acquired  a  knowledge  of  secrets 
&r  more  securely  locked  up  than  the  present.  In 
reality »  from  Mr.  Campbell's  own  relation  of  this 
anecdote,  it  seems  rather  a  matter  of  wonder  that 
it  should  have  been  a  secret  to  any  one,  than  that 
it  should  have  been  known  to  Junius  at  the  time 
of  his  narrating  it;  for  it  appears  that  at  least 
six  persons  were  privy  to  the  transaction  almost 
from  its  first  existence :  the  debauchee  and  the 

•  See  Vol.  II.  p.  403  of  this  work. 

K  2 
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prostitute,  the  injured  bridegroom  and  his  two 
brothers,  and  Mrs.  Boyd  as  a  part  of  the  bride* 
Room's  family'.  —Yet,  from  these  three  slender 

*  In  point  of  fact,  the  anecdote  here  referred  to,  was  poblicljr 
known  and  propagated  not  less  than  three  year^  earlier  than 
the  first  edition  of  the  Letters  of  Junius,  in  which  it  is  intro- 
duced as  a  note.  For  it  appears  in  a  letter  in  the  Public  Ad- 
Kertii^r  of  April  7;  1769,  with  the  signature  of  Recem,  written 
^j  this  satne  Junius  ;  from  which  the  note  ih  question  is  hut  a 
mere  transcript,  and  given  without  altering  a  word.  And  yet 
Mr.  Alipon,  in  the  preface  to  his  own  edition  of  Junjus's  let* 
ters/  in  which  he  has  taken  care  to  bestow  abiindant  abuse  on 
the  Printer  of  the  PubKo  Advertiser  and  his  brother,  because 
they  did  notxhuse  to  nv&AA  td  him  ail  diey  were  acquainted 
fvith  on  4;bis.  subject,  has  not  ^nipted  to  assert  with  his  usuii) 
confidence,  that  "  this. note  eertainly  was  not  written  till  after  ' 
JuNius^liaving  finally  ceased  to  write  under  that  signature,  col- 
ected  his  letters  and  published  iheni  together,  with  many  ad- 
ffitiona;  wblcb  Was  in  the  course  of  1772.'^  Prrf.p.  Iri.  This, 
bovre^tt,  is  only  one  specknen  of  Mr.  Aknan'i  general  accu^ 
^acy  in  the  prosecution  of  his  favourite  topic :  yet  it  is  useless 
to  add  more :  the  death  of  the  writer  has  put  him  beyond  all 
power  of  reply  j  nor  should  even  this  have  been  noticed,  but  to 
^hew  how  absurd  were  the  pretensions  df  a  mSin,  ko^  Vat n,  so 
)ft<fecapitate,  and  to  Incaltlllotis,  to  the  char^ctef  df' an  c^ack 
lipdioi  ttiis.^^r  aqy  othfer  subject;  andhow  insoUiktit'vf^s  in-hifn 
to  charge  others  withTigiiorance,  incapacity  and  falsehood,  who 
were  possessed  of  better  sources  of  information,  and  evinced  a 
more  punctilious'  adherence  to  truthl  The  letter  itself  is  as 
^oOoWs^:  ind Itisebpied ibr  a'coii^parhion  with  fhe  note, 

TO  THE  PRINTEB  OF  THE.  PUBIJC  ADVERTISER, 
MR.  wooDFALL,  7  April,  1769. 

There  is  a  certain  family  in  this  country,  on  which  nature 
seems  to  have  entailed  an  hereditary  baseness  of  disposition. 

As 


&ct3,— ^Boyd's  imi^^tipif,  of  th«  style  of  Jiikiu^ 
Almon'si  sKispi^ion  copc^rfiipg  kis  h^njd(-writiQg^ 
and  th^  9Ae<;dpte  of  lord  IrnbMn^  in  oonj^pc^ 

As  far  as  their  history  has  been  known,  the  son  has  regularly 
improved  upon  the  vices  of  his  father,  and  has  taken  care  to 
tmnsmil;  tbeo^  pure  and^  uodivunisVed  ioto  tbe  hosom  of  his 
successor.  In  the  senate^  their  abilities  have  confined  them  to 
those  humble,  sordid  services^  ii^  which  the  scavengers  of  the 
ministry  are  usually  employed.  But  in  the  memoirs  of  pri- 
vate treachery,  they  stand  first  and  unrivalled.  The  following 
story  wiQ  serve  to  illustrate  the  character  of  thk  respectable 
{ajokilj,  and  to  coorince  th^  WQtUt  that  tke  present  possessof 
h^  as  clear  a  title  to  ^e.  inffa\y  o^  hisan^estorSj  as  1^  has  t9 
tlpeir  estate.  It  deserves  to  be  recorded  for  the  curiosity  of  the 
fact,  and  should  be  given  to  the  public  as  a  warning  to  every 
honest  member  of  society. 

The  present  lord  Imham,  who  is  no^  in  Uie  decline  <yf  lifer 
hf^  ^H^ated  thf  acqi^ipiaiDce  o^*  a  jowger  bro^^;  ^f  ^ 
family,  w^^  which  he  ha^  lived  in  wane  deg^e  of  intima^Jf 
and  friendship.  The  young  man  had  lopg  been  the  d^pe  of  a 
most  unhappy  attachment  to  a  common  prostitute.  His  friends 
and  relations  foresaw  the  consequences  of  this  connexion,  and 
did  erery  tblng  that  depend^  vipon  th^  to-  la^e  bivi'  fitom 
ruin.  But;  ^e  ha4  a  friend  ifi  Ippl  Unti^m,  wh^.adyicf  c$^ 
dered  aV  their  endeavours  ineffectual.  Th^s  boa^y  letcber^  not 
contented  with  the  enjoyment  of  his  friend's  mistress,  was  bas^ 
enough  to  take  advantage  of  the  passions  and  folly  of  a  yoimg 
inan>  and  persuaded  liimiO'niMy  heir.  Hedescendei  even 
tQ  p^m  4»f  «£«  of  f«the|f  W  i^  pv^titlit^  Bf^mvm  ^i 
V>  *«  frjf»fti  wljft  w^j  f)g  tfi^  g^jt  Af  leajr^  tb^  i?"j^^ 
and  the  next  night  lay  with  her  himself. 

whether  the  depravity  of  the  human  heart  can  produce  any 
thing  more  base  and  detestable  than  this  fact,  must  be  left  un» 
determm^, -^ntil  the  son  sh^l  arrive  at  ^s  father's  age  and 
experience.  RjicENS* 
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tion  with  a  few  others  ^  a  nature  merely  colla- 
teral, and  which,  when  separated  from  them, 
prove  nothing  whatever,  these  gentlemen  mider-^ 
take  to  ^^  regard  it  as  a  moral  certainty  that 
Macaulay  Boyd  did  write  the  Letters  of  Junius'." 
The  late  Mr.  Woodfall,  indeed,  made  no 
scruple  of  denpng  the  assertion  peremptorily, 
admitting  at  the  same  time,  that  he  was  not  ab* 
solutely  certain  who  did  write  them.  But  this 
testimony,  it  seems,  though  from  the  printer 
of  the  letters  themselves,  and  who,  moreover, 
through  the  whole  period  of  their  publication, 
was  in  habits  of  confidential  correspondence  with 
the  author,  is  of  no  consequence.  Let  us  see 
by  what  curious  process  of  logic  this  testimony 
is  attempted  to  be  invalidated :  the  reader  will 
meet  with  it  in  Mr.  Chalmers's  pamphlet,  who 
thus  observes  and  reasons : 

.  ^^  A  few  weeks  afiter  the  publication  of  Al* 
mon'a  anecdotes,  in  1797,  Mr.  H.  S.  Woodfall, 
meeting  the  anecdote  writer  at  Longman^s  shop, 
complimented  him  on  his  entertaining  book  ^ 
but  said  that  he  was  *  mistaken,  in  supposing 
Mr.  Boyd  to  have  been  the  aathor  of  Junius's 
Letters';  and  then  added,  with  as  €mjiAa«»,  that 
^  Mr*  Boyd  was  not  the  author  of  them.'  To 
tiiese  emphatical  observations  Mi"*  Almon  re- 


*  See  Chalmers's  Supplement,  p.  94^  CampbelFs  Uk,  Vf^, 
277. 
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plied,  that  ^  he  had  no  doubt  of  Mr.  Boyd^s  be* 
lug  the  author  of  those  letters ;  that  as  you,  Mr. 
H.  S.  Woodfidl,  never  knew  who  was  the  author, 
you  cannot  undertake  to  say  who  was  not  the 
author  of  those  letters.*  Mr.  Woodfall  departed 
without  making  any  reply.  What  reply  could 
he  make  ?  It  is  absurd  in  any  man,  who  does  not 
know  the  true  author  of  Junius's  letters,  to  say, 
that  Macaulay  Boyd  was  not  the  writer  of  them, 
in  opposition  to  affirmative  proofs.  Yet,  Mn 
H.  S.  Woodfall  afterwards  told  Mr.  L.  D.  Camp- 
bell, that  *  Mr.  Boyd  was  not  the  writer  of  Ju- 
Nius's  letters,'  without  pretending,  however, 
,    that  he  knew  the  true  author.*' 

Now  every  one  who  knew  Mr.  H.  S.  Wood- 
iall,  knew  him  also  to  be  a  man  of  strict,  unim- 
peachable veracity ;  a  man  who  would  not  have 
ventured  to  speak  decisively  upon  this  or  any 
other  point,  if  he  had  not  had  very  sufficient 
grounds.  We  are  asked  what  reply  he  could  have 
Imade  ?  and  are  told  tliat  his  negative  assertion 
was  absurd  against  the  affirmative  proofs  offered. 
These  qffirmathe  proofs  have  been  already  suffi- 
ciently noticed;  our  next  business  then  is  to 
state  what  reply  Mr.  Woodfall  coyld  have  made 
if  he  had  chosen,  and  perhaps  would  have  made 
if  he  had  been  differently  addressed,  of  the  ab* 
surdity  of  which  the  reader  shall  determine  when 
he  has  peiixsed  it :  it  shall  be  founded  upon  ne^ 
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gative  argfun^ents  ^lonj^.  Woojlfall  vfejl  knew  the 
band-writiags  of  both  Junius  and  ]^oyd,  and  was 
in  possession  of  many  copies  of  both ;  and  kpow<- 
ing  them,  be  well  knew  they  were 'different.  He 
w^U  knew  that  Junius  was  a  man  directly  impli- 
pated  in  the  circle  of  the  cour,t,  and  immediately 
privy  to  its  most  secret  iptrigues :  and  that 
Boyd  was  very  differently  ^ituatpd,  a»d  that 
whatever  information  he  collected  was  by  cir. 
cuitous  channels  alone.  Junius  he  knew  to  be  a 
mail  of  affluence,  considerably  superior  to  l\i8 
own  ^v^apts,,  refusing  remunerations  tp  which  he 
was  entitled,  and  offering  reimburseinents  to 
those  who  suffered  on  his  account ; — Boyd  to  be 
labouring  under  great  pecuniary  difficulties^  and 
ready  to  accept  whatever  was  offered  him  ;  or,  in 
the  lanjguage  of  Mr.  Almon,  "  a  broken  gently- 
man  without  a  guinea  in  his  pocket."  JpNius  he 
knew  to  be  a  man  of  considerably  more  than  his 
own  age,  who  from  a  long  and  matiu^ed  experi- 
fence  of  the  world,  was  entitled  to  read  him  lessons 
of  moral  and  prudential  pbilpsophy ;  Boyd  to  be 
f|t  the  3ame  time  a  very  young  man',  who  hjid  not 
even  reached  his  majority,  totally  without  plan^ 
and  almost  without  experience  pf  any  kind,  who 

■  Boyd  wis  born  in  October,  1746,  and  Junius's  first  letter, 
under  the  signature  of  Poplicpla,  appeared  in  the  Public  Ad- 
SFert)«rr  April  2li,  17&I,  when  Bofd.  had  not>  as  yet^  attained  his 
jtlst  i^cafi 
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in  theproqpect^of  divti]gmg  himtelf  to  WbodM^ 
pQnId  not  possibly  hav^  writtaot  to  him  "  after 
LONG  esperiettfe  qf  the  imrtdj  I  nS^tm  before 
God  I  never,  knew  a  rogije  wbo  ^ira»  not  unbap^ 
py'."  Boyd  he  knew  to  b?  4n  imitator  and  co4 
pyist  of  JuNiui^ ;  Junius  to  be  no  imitator  m? 
copyist  of  any  man,  ^nd  least. of  all  bf  himiielE 
Junius  he  kne^  tp  be  a  decided  mixtfiDoiiarbh^ 
i^t,  who  opposed  the  ministry  iipten  ^^bnatitutifiiiai 
pri^fjiples.i  Boyd  tP  b^  ft  wijd^  atfdom  rcpub- 
Ucan,  who  opposed  tb^m  upon  revohitioiiary 
views :  Junius  to  be  a  writer  who  could  not  have 
adopted  tiie  signature  of  Democmtes  or  Denio- 
craticus;  Boyd  a  writer  who  could,  and  who,  we 
are  told,  did  do  so,  in  perfect  uniformity  with  his 
political  creed,  Woodfallj^  it  is  true,  did  not  pre- 
tend to  know  Junius  personally,  but  from  hia 
hand'-writing,  his  style  of  composition,  age,  poli« 
tics,  rank  in  Kfej  and  pecuniary  affluence,  he  was 
perfectly  assured  that  Junius  could  not  be  Boyd* 

It  was  possible  therefore  for  Mr.  H.  S.  Wood* 
&11  to  have  made  s&me  reply  if  he  had  chosen  \ 
and  it  was  possible  also  for  him  to  have  said,  witfiA 
out  absurdity^  and  in  opposition  to  thie  affirmative 
proofs  of  his  biographers,  that  Macaulay  Boyd 
was  710/  the  writer  of  Junius*s  Letters. 

A  thousand  other  proofs,  equally  cogent  and 
insurmountable,  might  be  advanced,  if  neces* 

'  Private  Letter,  No.  44' 
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sary,  against  die  pretensions  of  Mr.  Boyd. 
Among  these  let  the  reader  compare  the  letter 
of  Junius^  subscribed  Vindex,  March  6,  1771, 
Misc^aneous  Letters,  No.  xci,  in  which  he 
publicly  ridicules  Mr.  Laughlin  Maclean,  upon 
his  defence  of  the  ministry,  in  regard  to  the 
Falkland  Islands.  Mr.  Laughlin  Maclean  is 
well  known  to  have  been  the  best  and  steadiest 
firi^d  that  Boyd  ever  possessed;  and  a  friend 
who  adhered  to  him  uninterruptedly  from  1 764 
to  1778%  in  which  year  Maclean  commenced  a 

'  See  Mr.  Campbell's  Life  of  Boyd,  p.  117, 135,  209,  210. 
In  p.  141 »  he  gives  us  the  following  account  of  Mr.  Bojd, 
in  support  of  his  assertion  that  he  was  the  writer  of  these 
letters.    "  From  this  time   [Nov.  27,  1771,]  till  the  20th 
of  January  following,  Mr.  Boyd's  whole  time  was  occupied 
in   examining  the  law  books  and  state  trials  above  men- 
tioned, and  in  ivriting  with  his  usual  secrecy  for  the  Public 
Advertber:  Junius's  elaborate   letter  to  lord  Mansfield,   in 
which  he  strove  hard  to  make  good  his  charge  against  him, 
is  dated    the  21st  of  January,   1772 :    about  three  weeks 
after  the  publication  of  this  letter,  Mr.  Boyd  went  to  Ireland ; 
and  Junius  ceased  to  write  under  that  signature  for  the  Public 
Advertiser."      The  reader  will  perceive  by  a  reference  to 
Private  Letters,  Nos.  40  and  48,  that  the  letter  to  lord  Mans- 
field  was  finished  some  considerable  time  before  it  made  its 
appearance  in  the  Public  Advertiser ;  and  by  comparing  the 
dates  of  the  Private  Letters,  subsequent  to  that  publication, 
np^to  March  5,  1772,  of  which  there  are  no  less  than  seven, 
he  will  be  satisfied  that  it  was  totally  impossible  for  the  writer 
of  the  Letters  of  Junius  to  have  been  in  Ireland  at  the  period 
described  by  Mr.  Campbell 
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voyage  to  India  upon  official  business  relating 
to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot.  It  was  Maclean  who, 
according  to  his  biographer,  furnished  Boyd 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  secret  transactions 
of  our  own  government,  and  the  intelligence  he 
made  use  of  in  relation  to  the  oriental  concerns 
ofthe  Nabob  Mahomed  Ali  Kha^n;  who  largely 
and  liberally  assisted  him  with  pecuniary  aid 
while  at  home,  and  *^  &ithfully  promised  him 
he  would,  upon  his  return  from  India,  assist  in 
clearing  him  from  all  his  pecuniary  difficulties.'' 
The  proo&  are  unquestionable,  that  the  above 
letter  was  written  by  Junius;  and  that  he  wrote 
it  also  in  contempt  and  ridicule  of  Laughlin 
Maclean,  who  instead  of  being,  as  Mr.  Camp- 
bell affirms,  an  opponent  of  the  ministry  at 
this  time,  was  an  avowed  defendant  of  them. 

Will  Mr.  Boyd's  biographers  and  advocates, 

after  this  anecdote,  so  &r  vilify  his  memory  as 
to  contend  that  it  was  written  by  himself? 

Of  all  the  reputed  authors  of  these  cele- 
Imited  addresses.  Dunning,  lord  Ashburton, 
oflen  the  largest  aggregate  of  claim  in  his 
&vour;  and,  but  for  a  few  facts  which  seem 
decisive  against  him,  might  fairly  be  admitted  to 
have  been  the  real  Junius.  His  age  and  rank  in 
life,  his  talents  and  learning  (though  perhaps  not 
jpbtssical  learning,)  his  brilliant  wit,  and  sarcastic 
habit,  his  common  residence,  during  the  period 
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iu  questipn^  hi9  politics^  pnncipks,  Attachmeitto 
and  aatip^thies  conspire  in  marking  him  $&  the 
man:  but  unifortuuately  fot  such  a  conduaimi^ 
Dinning  ^^^  solicitor-general  2ki  the  tim0  th^se 
Ifilerfif  fir^l  ^s^eared,  and  fox  more  than  a  twelve<- 
inppth  aftejni^ds  s  and  Juviusbimseif  has  openly 
and  9fflfwnly  9^oie4^/*  I  am  f»a  /<p»gr^  bff  fr<h 
ff$sion;  flor  do  J  pretend  to.  he  mi)r^  deeply  i*ad 
tl^an  every  English  ge&tleiAan;  sjuKildi  fate  in  tlie 
h^ws  of  his  country '•"  Dunning  ^asi  a  man  of 
high  unfa^mished  honour,  as  well  as  of  high  in^ 
d^pendei^t  principles;  it  cannot  thereficfre  be 
sm^sed  that  he  would  have  vilified  the  King^ 
^}iile  pqe  q&  the  King's  confic^tial  aervjaots  and 
aouQS)ello|s:  por  would  he,  aa  a  bib^rii^tv,  have 
^itt^  to  WftodftU  in  the  cQuraet  of  a  confident 
tt9l  ponrespfwid^ace,  ^M  am  adm^d,  that  no  jiUy 

Another,  person. who  has  had  a  cktm  ad* 
vanced  in  his  favour  upon  theisamesut^eot^  xft 
i)}e  late  c^lebratwl  H^^ry  flood,  M;  P.  of:  Ire* 
l^dr  Npw,  withqut^  wandering ^^t  lar^  fiit 
piaoc^  thfit  Mn  Flppd  oould  m^  h^ve  heea  the 
writer  (^^he  J^ttersf  of  Jumns^  itris  oply  snfll- 
$iept  to  cftU  thQ  teader's  ^ttentioa  t?  the  two 
j^l}pwi^g  h<^i  whk^h  are  decisive  of  the  subjrct 
l«^q^^^tio|^: 

First,  Mr.  Hood  was  in  Ire^d  throughout 

*■  Preface,  post,  p.  350.       *  Private  Letter,  No.  18. 
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a  great  part  of  idle  summer  of  176lft,  and  at  a 
tiine  when  Junius,  whoever  he  may  have  been, 
was  perpettfally  Corresponding  With  the  printer 
of  the  Ptiblic  Advertiser  j  and  with  a  rapidity 
which  could  not  have  been  maintained,  not  only 
in  Ireland,  but  ev6n  at  a  hundred,  knd  occasi- 
oimlly  at  le^s  than  fifty  mil!es  distance  from  the 
^tish  metropolis.  This  fact  ihaiy  be  collected, 
ank>ng  othter  authorities,  from  the  following 
passage  ih  Mr,  GampbelPs  life  of  Boyd,  and  is 
Just  as  adverse  to  the  pretensions  of  the  one  as 
oftheothe**. 

<*  Ih  the  tammer  of  1768  Boyd  went  to 
Ireland  for  a  few  months,  on  some  private  busi- 
riess.  Dtaring  his  stay  in  Dublin  he  was  con- 
stantly iH  ^e  company  of  Mr;  Flood." 

Nextv  hy  turning  to  the  Private  Letter  of 
Jimiirs,  No*  44i  of  the  dite  of  Nov-  27,  1771^ 
Ate  reaJdw  wflliind  the  ftllowifag  paragraph  :  "  I 
JbMr  y6\xtfiiexid  Jerry  Dj^oh  tt?i7/  lose  his  IrisK 
pfeMSidn.*-*Say  ^  received.*^  ^  The  mark  "r^- 
itvoH^^  Occurs  accordingly  in  the  PubHc  Ad^ 
Wrtiset  ^f  the  day  ensmftg.  Now  by  turning  to 
ibfe  Irish 'iflebatt^s^f.  this  period,  we  shall  find 
that  the  question  concerning  this  pension  was 
Ir^fiialfjr  dgtetrirfnedby  the  Irish  parliament  just 
two  days  before  the  date  of  the  above  mentioned 
ftiVAte 'tetter,  and  tiat  Mr.  Flood  was  one  of 
t9ie  prtneip^l  ojf^en^nts  of  the  grant,  a  circum^ 
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Stance  which  precludes  the  possibility  of  betiev*^ 
ing  him  to  have  written  the  l^erjn  question. 
We  shall  extract  the  article  from  whence  this 
information  is  derived^  from  the  Public  Adver- 
tiser of  Dec.  18,  1771. 

**  Authentic  copy  of  the  conclusion  of  the 
speech  which  Mr.  Flood  made  in  the  Irish  House 
qf*  Commons,  on  Monday  tiie  25th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  when  the  debate  on  the  pension  of  Je-^ 
remiah  Dyson,  Esq.  came  oil.  before  the  ccmqu** 
mittee  of  supplies : 

" But  of  all  the  burthens  which  it  has 

{leased  government  to  lay  upon  our  devoted 
shoulders,  that  which  is  the  subject  of  the  prep 
sent  debate  is  the  most  grievous  and  intolerable^ 
—Who  does  not  know  Jeremiah  Dyson,  Esq.?— « 
We  know  little  of  him  indeed,  otherwise  than 
by  his  name  in  our  pension  list ;  but  there  ar« 
others  who  kpow  him  by  his  actions.  This  is  he 
who  is  endued  with  those  happy  talents,  that  he 
has  served  every  administration,  and  served 
every  one  with  equal  success — a  civil,  pliable, 
good-natured  gentieman,  who  m^II  do  whfit 
you  will,  and  say  what  you  please— frur  pay* 
ment. 

<^  Here  Mr.  Flood  was  interrupted,  an4 
called  to  order  by  Mr.  M*- — ,  who  urged  that 
more  respect  ought  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Dyson 
jts  one  of  his  Majesty^s  ofScers,  and,  as  such,  one 
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whom  his  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  re* 
pose  confidence  in.  However  Mr.  Flood  went  on. 
^^  As  to  the  royal  confidence  reposed  in  Mr» 
Dyson,  his  gracious  Majesty  (whom  God  long 
preserve)  has  been  graciously  lavish  of  it^  not 
only  to^  Mr*  Dyson,  but  to  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Dyson }  and  I  think  the  choice  was  good :  The 
royal  secrets  will,  I  dare  say,  be  very  secure  in 
their  breasts,  not  only  for  the  love  they  bear  to 
his  gracious  Majes^,  but  for  the  love  diey  bear 
to  themselves.  In  the  present  case,  however, 
we  do  not  want  to  be  informed  of.  that  part  of 
Mr.  Dyson's  character'— we  know  enoi^h  of  him 
»— every  body  knows  enough  of  him— -ask  the 
British  treasury — the  British  council — ask  any 
Englishman  who  he  is,  what  he  is— they  can  all 
tell  you,  for  the  gentleman  is  well  known.— • 
But  what  have  we  to  do  with  him?  He  never 
served  Ireland,  nor  the  fiiends  of  Ireland.  And 
if  this  distressed  kingdom  was  never  benefited 
by  his  counsel,  interest,  or  service,  I  see  nq 
good  cause  why  this  kingdom  should  reward 
him.  Let  the  honourable  members  of  thi^  house 
consider  this,  and  ^ve  their  voices  accordingly, 
— For  God's  sake  let  every  man  consult  his 
conscieqce :  If  Jeremiah  Dyson,  Esq.  shall  be 
found  to  deserve  this  pension,  let  it  be  conti- 
nued ;  if  not,  let  it  be  lopped  off  oiir  revenue 
as  burthensome  and  unnecessary." 
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Let  tts  jJroceed  to  thfe  pretensions  tl^at  have 
been  dflfered  on  the  part  of  lord  G^eoI^  Sack- 

r 

ville  is  the  real  Junius.  The  evidence  is  some- 
what indecisive  even  to  the  pt^esent  hour.  Sit 
William  Draper  divided  his  suspicions  between 
this  nobleman  and  Mr.  Bnrke,  and  upon  the 
personal  and  tmequivotial  denial  of  the  latter,  he 
translffefred '  tJlem  entirely  Id  lire  fot-mer :  atid 
fhat  sir  William  was  not  thfe  onfy  person  whb 
suspected  his  Lordship  feveii  fixjm  flie  first,  is 
evident  ftohi  the  PfiVate  Lfettef  bf  Junius, 
which  .asserts  ttikt  Strartley  had  attuaHy  tailed 
iipou  'lb*d  Sackville  afid  faxed  hifn  with  be* 
ing  Junius,  to  his  fkce%  Ttts  letter,  is,  in 
liwA,  one  bf  *  tiie  nibst  curious  ctf  ihe  whol6 
doUecHoti:  if  writteti  by  lord  Ge6fge  Sack> 
ville  it  i^tdes  thfe  point  at  once;  and,  if  not 
written  lyjr  him,  presupposes  an  acquaintance 
witfc  his  Lordship's  family,  his  sentiments  and 
his  connexions,  so  intimate  a?  to  excite  no  small 
flegl»e6  a€  astonishment.  JtJNius  was  infbrme^ 
6f  Swkmey^  having  called  up(m  lord  Geforge 
SackviUe,  very  shortly  after  his  call,  and  he 
knew  that  before  this  time  he  had  never  ^kenf 
to  him  in  his  life.  It  is  cettain  then,  that'  lord 
George  SackviUe  was  early  and  generally  nmt 
pected^  that  Junius  knew  hlih  to  be  sUi^p^ct04 

*  Private  Letiier,  No.  5. 
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without  asserting,  as  in  the  case  of  the  author 
of  "  The  Whig',"  &c.  that  he  was  suspected 
wrongfully  j  and  that  this  nobleman,  if  not  Ju- 
nius himself,  must  have  been  in  habits  of  close 
and  intimate  friendship  with  him.  The  talents 
of  lord  George  Sackville  were  well  known  and 
admitted,  and  his  political  principles  led  him  to 
the  same  side  of  the  question  that  was  so  warmly 
espoused  by  Junius.  It  is  said,  however,  that 
on  one  occasion  his  Lordship  privately  observed 
to  a  friend  of  his,  ^^  I  should  be  proud  to  be 
capable  of  writing  as  Junius  has  done;  but  there 
are  many  passages  in  his  letters  I  should  be  very 
sorry,  to  have  written*."  Such  a  declaration, 
however,  is  too  general  to  be  in  any  way  con- 
clusive :  even  Junius  himself  might,  in  a  sub- 
sequent period,  have  regretted  that  he  had  writ- 
ten some  of  the  passages  that  occur  in  his  letters. 
In  the  case  of  his  letter  to  Junia,  we  know  he 
did  from  his  own  avowal.  It  is  nevertheless 
peculiarly  hostile  to  the  opinion  in  favour  of  lord 
George  Sackville,  that  Junius  should  roundly 
have  accused  him  of  want  of  courage,  as  he  has 
done  in  Vol.  II.  p.  491.  And  if  we  examine 
into  his  Lordship^s  style,  and  even  into  his  own 
opinion  of  his  own  style,  we  shall  meet  with  facts 

■  Private  Letter,  No.  33.  *  See  Chaln)eps's  Appendif 

to  the  Supplemental  Apology,  p.  7. 
VdL.   I.  L 
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• 

fiot  mtich  les^  hostile-  Of  His  own  cdtfiijb'slilbii 
lie  thiis  speaks  itl  a  letter  ptiblished  shdi-ti]r  aftcl: 
M  retiirn  ftbin  Gfeririaitiy;  dt"kwti  iip  iii  jiistifici- 
tioh  of  his  conduct  it  the  battlie  of  Mirideri  i— 

« 

"  t  had  rather  tipon  this  occaSibii  submit  myself 
lb  all  the  iilconverii^rices  that  \iiaf  arisfe  ffotii 
fete  tot?^wi^  o/*  5^&  than  bdri-ow  assist^nbej^'oi^  the 
pen  of  others^  as  t  fcan  have  ho  hopes  of  estet^ 
blisnitig  niy  character,  but  JS-biH  thfe  fbrice  of 
truth/' 

And  that  his  Lordship  has  not  iii  this  pks^a^^ 
spoken  \vith  an  liildue  degreie  df  sfelf-niodesty; 
ivili;  we  thiilkjbe  evident  ftdm  the  follBwing  fcopy 
df  a  letter  addressed  by  Himsielf,  tipon  tlie  ^re- 
feeding  'subject;  tb  his  ftiend  fcdlorifel  Rtirof. 


Copy  oir  lord  G.  6ackville's  letiei*  to  col.  Fitzrbyi 
DEAR  SIR,  Minderif  Aug.  %  1759- 

The  orders  of  yesterday,  you  may  be- 
lieve, affect  me  very  sensibly,  fais  Sbren'e  High- 
ness has  been  pleased  to  jiidge,  cdndemn^  aiia 
censure  me,  without  hearing  ine,  in  thfe  fticysl 
cruel  arid  unprecedented  manner ;  as  he  nevei* 
asked  me  a  single  questioii  in  eiplanalioii  of  any 
thliig  he  might  disapprove :  and  as  he  must  have 
formed  his  opinion  upon  the  report  of  others,  it 
was  still  harder  he  would  not  give  me  ah  oj^br- 
tunity  of  first  speaking  to  him  upoii  the  siihjectt 
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but  jttu  knaWi  even  in  more  trifling  matters,  that 
bard  bldWs  Ate  sometiilies  unexpectedly  given.  If 
any  bodylias  il  right  to  say  that  I  hesitated  in  obey- 
ing orders,  H  is  you*  I  will  relate  what  I  know  of 
Bntt^  and  then  appeal  to  you  for  the  truth  of  it. 
When  you  brought  me  orders  to  advance 
with  the  British  caValty,  I  was  near  the  vilU 
:ige  of  Hden,  I  think  it  is  called,  I  mean 
that  pkce,  which  the  ^xons  bumL  I  was 
th^r^  advanced  by  M.  Malhorte's  order^  and 
ftb  fhrth^i*,  when  you  canie  to  me^  Ligonier 
fbUowed  almost  instantly  {  he  said,  the  whole 
cavalty  Was  to  advance*  I  was  puzaled  what  to 
do,  and  begged  the  favoUr  of  ydu  to  carry  me 
to  the  Duke,  tibat  I  itiight  ask  an  explanation  g£ 
his  orders s-^But  that  no  time  might  be  lost,  I 
wnt  Smith  with  orden  to  bring  on  the  British 
eaValfy^  as  they  had  a  wood  before  they  could 
advance,  as  you  directed ;  and  I  reckoned,  by 
the  time  t  hAd  seen  his  Serene  Highness,  I  should 
find  thJiiii  ht&Ang  beyond  the  wood. — This  pro* 
(^dittg  ^f  ntfhe  might  ^o««ibly  be  wrong  j  but 
I  am  Sure  the  sfervicfe  could  ttot  suflfer,  as  no  delay 
w*s  Occasioned  by  it.-^— The  Duke  then  ordered 
mfe  to  leavt  soitAe  squadrons  upon  the  rights 
^ich  I  did^  and  to  advance  the  reilt  to  support 
Ibe  ittMtry.  This  I  declare  I  did,  as  &Bt  as  I 
fikilgined  it  Was  right  in  cavahy  to  march  in 
HCre.^^I  dttte  biiltedi>y  lord  Granby  to  compleat 

L  2 
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my  forming  the  whole.  Upon  his  advancing 
the  left  before  the  right  I  again  sent  to  him  to 
stop : — He  said,  as  the  Prince  had  ordered  us 
to  advance,  he  thought  we  should  move  for- 
ward.—I  then  let  him  proceed  at  the  rate  he 
liked,  and  kept  my  right  up  with  him  as  r^u- 
larly  as  I  could,  'till  we  got  to  the  rear  of  the 
in&ntry  and  our  batteries.— : We  both  halted  to- 
gether, and  afterwards  received  no  order,  'till 
that  which  was  brought  by  col.  Web  and  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  to  extend  in  one  line  to  the 
morass. — It  was  accordingly  executed;  and  then, 
instead  of  finding  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  charge, 
as  I  expected,  the  battle  was  declared  to  be 
gained,  and  we  were  UAd  to  dismount  our  men. 
This,  I  protest,  is  all  I  know  of  the  matter, 
and  I  was  never  so  surprized,  as  when  I  heard 
the  Prince  was  dissatisfied  that  the  cavalry  did 
not  move  sooner  up  to  the  infantry. — It  is  not 
my  business  to  ask,  what  the  disposition  origi- 
nally was,  or  to  find  fault  with  any  thing.— All 
I  insist  upon  is,  that  I  obeyed  the  orders  I  re- 
ceived, as  punctually  as  I  was  able ;  and  if  it 
was  to  do  over  again,  I  do  not  think  I  would 
have  executed  them  ten  minutes  sooner  than  I 
did,  now  I  know  the  ground,  and  what  was  ex« 
pected}  but,  indeed,  we  were  above. an  hour  too 
late,  if  it  was  the  Duke's  intention  to  have  made 
the  cavalry  pass  before  our  infantry  and  artillery, 
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and  charge  the  enemy's  line. — I  cannot  think 
that  was  his  meaning,  as  all  the  orders  ran  to 
sustain  our  infantry  : — and  it  appears,  that  both 
lord  Granby  and  I  understood  we  were  at  our 
posts,  by  our  halting,  when  we  got  to  the  rear 
of  our  foot. 

I  hope  I  have  stated  impartially  the  part  of 
this  transaction  that  comes  within  your  know- 
ledge.— If  I  have,  I  must  beg  you  would  declare 
it,  so  as  I  may  make  use  of  it  in  your  absence : 
for  it  is  impossible  to  sit  silent  under  such  re- 
proach, when  I  am  conscious  of  having  done  the 
best  that  was  in  my  power. — For  God's  sake,  let 
me  se^  you,  before  you  go  to  England. 
I  am.  My  Dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  humble  Servant, 

GEORGE  SACKVILLE. 


Upon  the  claim  then  of  lord  George  Sackville, 
to  the  honour  of  having  written  the  Letters  of 
Junius,  the  above  are  the  chief  facts  which  the 
editor  is  able  to  lay  before  his  readers :  he  has 
laid  them  accordingly,  and  shall  conclude  with 
leaving  them  to  the  exercise  of  their  own  judg* 
ment 
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N°  1. 

MR.  WOODFALL. 
SIR,  April  20,  1769. 

I  AM  preparing  a  paper,  which  you  shall 
have  on  or  before  Saturday  night  Advertise  it 
for  Monday  \    Junius  on  Monday. 

If  any  enquiry  is  made  about  these  papers, 
I  shall  rely  on  your  giving  me  a  hint. 


s» 


NO  2. 

« I K,  Fnday,  May  Bih,  1769  *• 

It  is  essentially  necessary  that  the  in- 
closed should  be  published  to-morrow,   as  the 

"  Junius,  Letter  xi.  , 

*Thi8  Note  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Woodfall,  with  a  d^nit 
that  it  should ''  be  opened  by  himself  only.'' 
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great  question  comes  on  on  Monday,  and  lord 
Granby  is  already  staggered  \ 

If  you  shoiili  receive  an  answer  to  it,  you 
will  oblige  me  much  by  not  publishing  it,  till 
after  Monday. 

*  The  letter  b  printed  in  the  ])([isceUapeoi^  Collection,  No. 
LT.  Vol.  III.  p.  263,  and  the  great  question  alluded  to  was  upon 
the  Middlesex  petition  against  the  seating  of  colonel  Luttrell 
for  that  county.  The  debate  took  place  on  Monday,  the  8th 
of  May,  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  continued  from^half 
past  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon^  till  half  past  four  the  next 
morning,  when,  upon  a  division,  there  appeared  for  the  peti- 
tion 152,  against  it  ^21.  The  ,^e^kers  on  this  occasion,  in 
favour  of  the  petition,  were  Mr.  Dowdeswell,  lord  J.  Caven- 
dish, Mr.  Wedderburne,  Mr.  Grenville,  Mr.  Cornwall,  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Seymour,  an^  sir  Ge(>rge  JSfiviUip :  ^ose  against  it, 
Jfr.  St^riley,  pir  <?.  .QstjorAe,  ftr-  |81aqtete9^»  Mr.  W-  SV^, 
Mr.  Thurlow,  Mr.  ,C.  J.  F^ox,  ^r.  ^or^^n,  and  fir  jF.  Nor^wi. 

In  consequence  of  the  rejection  of  the  petition  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  the  ibllowine:  .was  soon  afterwards  presented  to 
the  Kini;;  which  we  insert,  as  we  shall  also,  in  their  due 
places,  those  of  -London  and  Westminster^  upon  similar  sub* 
jects,  with  a  view  of  giving  some  idea  of  the  general  politics 
of  the  day,  and  the  warmth  of  the  respective  controversies 
^at  distinguished  it. 

"  TO  THE  king's  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

.    /'  ^^\hviq)tile  petition  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  <^ 
Middlesex. 
/'  Mast  gracious  Sovereign,  ,      ,         , 

**  We,  your  Majesty's  duti&l  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Middlesex,  beg  Ipaye  with  all 
a^ectiona^e  sul^inissiqp.  ai^d  humility,  ^td  throw  oprsiek^  at 
your  royal  feety^QdJbuiTiblvtoJmpLo 

to 


TO  WR.  H.  S.  WOODiFAJLL.  m 

U>  Ihcae  grievances  isaf  iffaicb  this  coxwij  ^ni  the  wbojk  Ration 
QQi9ip)ai|^,  and  thpse  k^i\A  apprebei^ioos  with  wbic^  tb^ 
vbfAe  Qri^tish  empire  is  most  justly  alarmed. 

''  With  great  grief  and  ^qno^,  ^e  bav/e  Japg  beb^4  4^  ^n- 
d^voMTs  of  eertain  evt}-mii>ded  persoi^,  who  attc^popt  to  ipf}^ 
into  your  royal  mind,  Qotioi^  and  jop^nions  of  jthe  m^st  <}an- 
gerous  and  pernicious  tendency,  and  who  promote  af^  pounsfql 
«jue,h  meai^es  as  cannot  fail  Ao  4^txoj  that  jhann^oi^  aq^  con- 
fidence jdiicb  M^^o^ld  eve,r  ^ube^f^  l^jt,w;een  a  just  ^  vjftufliv^ 
IVinoe,  and  a  free  and  Joyal  p^ple. 

''  For  this  4isa£[ecled  purp<^^  they  hav;e  ^q^rctdujqed  \t^ 
every  part  of  .the  ad^iinisjtra,!^  pf  our  happy,  ^^^If^f^t^ 
itlon^  a  ^certain  i^ilio^t^dai^  \94^i^^^<U^<''i^^^i^9iry.PQ.¥^l^r  j  to 
prevent  which  is  the  ^ole  .^}fa  <^  aH  qur  law^,  49p4  WM  .the  sipj^ 
cau^  of  all  those  ,di^urbsM:\oes  .^  re^oji^tio^  vvhiqb  fonn^nHj 
distracted  this  unhappy  country ;  for  our  ancestors,  by  J}ff^ 
own  fatal  exper\ei[]^qe,  .weU  Ipne^  tha^t  ^p  a  ^tate  .whe]:e  iiacre- 
4L\Qfi  begums,  law,  liberty  and  safety  end.  Ui^d^  Jtbe  firjetfein^ 
of  4bis  dipqf^^on,  or,  .^s  it  was  forn\cffly^  ijin^  feas  IjNqen  fet^ 
called — Law  of  state— -w,e  ha,ve,s(^^ 

f  £4[^lisb  Sttltt^c.ts,  a^d  .even  ^  n^^m^r  4^  the  j^t^sh  i^- 
jiriMure,  ftrr^st^diby  ^irAv*  ctf  .a|;ei^al  wiMcranX  i^^  hy  ft 
^ai^cretary  of  sU^e,  contr?ikry  ^o  .tfee  j1?lw  .of  the  J wl,-r 

''  Their  houses  rifled  and  plundered,  their  papers  seized^  ao^ 
used  SIS  evif[€x\c;e  upon  ,trial.— 

7t^,b9^ii^  coiniAittq4  ^  <^P^  imprisoninent.-T7 
'^e  iHal^ejis  Corpus  elu^e^.— 

Trial  by  jury  discountenanced,  and  the  first  law.C]^<if^ 
jOf  th^e  crO(wn  jBubl^cJ!yV.^vin,uMing  thf^t  ju^^s  ^e  iw|t  to  be 
trusted. — 

"  Printers  p^Qi8bed  Vy  the,p(ivw»try  A^?  ^  .SWf^Wie  .court 
without  a  trial  ^ny  tb^  equals,  without  any  Mi^  ^t  ^-rr 

«  ^he  .reioedy  of  t^  \m  fftr  JS^l^  JwiMUaiBnWiWt  ^barred 
and  defeated^TT- 

"  The 
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"  The  plaintifT  and  his  attorney,  for  iJieir  appeal  to  the  law 
of  the  land,  punished  by  expenses  e^d  imprisonment,  and 
made,  by  forced  engagements,  to  desist  from  their  legal  claim. — 

**  A  writing  determined  to  be  a  libel  by  a  court  where  it 
was  not  cc^izable  in  the  first  instance ;  contrary  to  law,  be- 
cause all  appeal  is  thereby  cut  off^  and  inferior  courts  and  juries 
influenced  by  such  predetermination. — 

"  A  person  condemned  in  the  said  courts  as  the  author  of 
the  supposed  libel  unheard,  without  defence  or  trial. — 

"  Unjust  treatment  of  petitions,  by  selecting  only  such  parts 
as  might  be  wrested  to  criminate  the  petitioner,  and  refusing 
to  hear  those  which  might  procure  him  redress. — 

''  The  thanks  of  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  proposed 
by  a  minister  to  be  given  to  an  acknowledged  offender  for  his 
offence,  with  the  declared  intention  of  screening' him  from  the 
law. — 

''  Attachments  wrested  from  their  original  intent  of  removing 
obstructions  to  the  proceedings  of  law,  to  punish  by  sentence 
of  arbitrary  fine  and  imprisonment,  without  trial  or  appesd, 
supposed  ofiences  committed  out  of  court. — 

*'  Perpetual  imprisonment  of  an  Eng^hman  without  trial, 
conviction,  or  sentence,  by  the  same  mode  of  attachment, 
wherein  the  same  person  is  at  once  party,  accuser,  judge,  and 
jury.— 

**  Instead  of  the  ancient  and  legal  civil  police,  the  military 
introduced  at  every  opportunity,  unnecessarily  and  unlawfully 
patrolling  the  streets  to  the  alarm  and  terror  of  the  inhabi- 
tants.— 

**  The  lives  of  many  of  your  Majesty's  innocent  subjects 
destroyed  by  military  execution. — 

"  Such  military  execution  solemnly  adjudged  to  be  legal— 

''  Murder  abetted,  encouraged,  and  rewarded. — 

"  The  civil  magistracy  rendered  contemptible  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  improper  and  incapable  perscxis. — 

•'The 
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''  The  civil  magistrates  tampered  with  by  administratioD,  and 
neglecting  and  refusing  to  discharge  their  duty. — 

"  Mobs  and  riots  hired  and  raised  by  the  ministry,  in  order 
to  justify  and  recommend  their  own  illegal  proceedings,  and 
to  prejudice  your  Majesty's  mind  by  false  insinuations  against 
the  loyalty  of  your  Majesty's  subjects. — 

"  The  freedom  of  election  violated  by  corrupt  and  undue 
influence,  by  unpunished  violence  and  murder. — 

"  The  just  verdicts  of  juries*  and  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
over-ruled  by  false  representations  to  your  Majesty ;  and  the 
determinations  of  the  law  set  aside*  by  itew*  unprecedented, 
and  dangerous  means;  thereby  leaving  the  guilty  without 
restraint*  and  the  injured  without  redress*  and  the  lives  of 
your  Majesty's  subjects  at  the  mercy  of  every  ruffian  protected 
by  administration. — 

"  Obsolete  and  vexatious  claims  of  the  crown  set  on  foot  for 
partial  and  election  purposes. — 

**  Paitial  attacks  on  the  liberty  of  the  press :  the  most  daring 
and  pernicious  libels  against  the  constitution  and  against  the 
liberty  of  the  subject*  being  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed*  whilst 
the  slightest  libel  against  a  minister  is  punished  with  the  utmost 
rigour.— 7 

*'  Wicked  attempts  to  increase  and  establish  a  standing  army* 
by  endeavouring  to  vest  in  the  crown  an  unlimited  power  over 
the  militia*  which*  should  they  succeed*  must*  sooner  or  later, 
subvert  the  constitution*  by  augmenting  the  power  of  admi- 
nistration in  proportion  to  their  delinquency. — 

"  Repeatexl  endeavours  to  diminish  the  importance  of  mem- 
bers of  parliament  individually*  in  order  to  render  them  more 
dependent  on  administration  collectively.  Even  threats  having 
been  employed  by  ministers  to  suppress  the  freedom  of  debate ; 
and  the  wrath  of  parliament  denounced  against  measures  au- 
thorized by  the  law  of  the  land. — 

"  Resolutions  of  one  branch  of  the  legislature*  set  up  as  the 
law  of  the  land,  being  a  direct  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  the 

two 


tiko  diUef  brdii^faes,  arid  therefore  a  mftnife^t  infriagement  of 
the  constttiition.-^ 

*•  Piibhc  moii^  shdmefully  8()tianclered  and  unaccounted 
^c^;  aiid  afi  enquiry  into  the  catise  of  arrears  mto  the  civil 
hsft  prevcirtfed  by  the  ministry. —  ^ 

"  Enquiry  into  a  pay-th aster's  public  accounts  stopped  id 
the  Exchequer,  though  the  sums  accounted  fbr  by  that  pay- 
master amount  to  above  fbrt^  millions  sterling.'**^ 
'*  t*iiblit  lokiis  perverted  to  private  mhiisterial  purposes. — 
''  Prostitutioh  of  public  honours  atid  rewards  to  men  whfl» 
can  neither  plead  public  virtue  nbr  sei'vices. — 

'^  Irreligioh  and  immorality  so  eminently  discountenanced 
by  your  MajestJ^'s^  roj^al  example,  encouragfed  by  adminidtra^ 
tiori,  l)bth  by  exainple  and  precept.— 

"  Hie  same  discretion  has  been  extended  by  the  same  ef  il 
couiisellors  to  your  l^ajesty's  donlinions  in  America,  and  has 
produced  to  our  suffering  fellow-sUbjecls  in  that  fiart  of  the 
world,  grievances  and  apprehensions  similar  to  those  which  we 
complain  of  it  home. — 
"  Jilost  gracious  Sovereign, 

"  Siich  are  the  grievattces  and  apprehensions  which 
have  long  discontented  and  disturbed  the  greatest  and  best 
pairt  of  your  Majesty's  loyal  i^ubjects.  Unwilling  howeVfer  to 
interrupt  your  royal  tepose,  though  ready  to  lay  down  our 
hVes  and  fortunes  for  your  Majesty's  service,  and  for  th^  con- 
stitution as  by  Uw  established,  we  have  waited  patiently  ex« 
pecting  a  constltiitioiial  remedy  by  the  means  of  our  own  re^^ 
presentatives,  but  our  legal  and  free  choice  having  been  re- 
peatedly rejected,  and  the  right  of  election  now  finally  tdcett 
from  Us  by  the  impreccdented  seating  of  a  candidate  who  was 
never  chosen  by  tfae  county,  and  who,  eveti  to  become  a  can- 
clidate,  was  obligied  fraudulently  to  vacate  his  seat  in  parlia- 
ment,  under  the  pretence  of  an  insignificant  place,  invited 
thereto  by  the  prior  declaration  of  a  minister,  that  whoever 
apposed  Our  choice,  though  but  with  four  votes,  should  be 

declared 
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declared  tnefcfiber  (of  the  county,  We  gee  duWfehres  hf  ii6$ 
last  act,  deprived  even  cf  the  fraWcHi^  of  Englishiaeni  to* 
duced  to  the  m<5sl  dliject  state  of  slav^,  and  left  without 
hopes  or  means  of  redress  but  from  your  Majesty  or  God. 

**  Deign  then,  most  gracious  Sovereign,  to  listen  to  the  prayer 
of  the  most  faithful  of  your  Majesty's  subjects ;  and  to  banish 
from  your  royal  favour,  trust  and  confidence,  for  ever,  those 
evil  and  pernicious  counsellors,  who  have  endeavoured  to  ali- 
enate the  affection  of  your  Majesty's  most  sincere  and  dutiful 
subjects,  and  whose  suggestions  tend  to  deprive  your  people 
of  their  dearest  and  most  essential  rights,  and  wUofaave  traitor* 
ously  dared  to  depart  from  the  spirit  and  letter  of  those  lawt 
which  have  secured  the  Crown  of  these  realms  to  the  House 
of  Brunswick,  in  tl^hich  we  faiake  our  ihost  earnest  prayers 
i6  €6d  liiat  It  may  continue  uhtamish^  to  th^  htest  pdsl^ 

fitf." 

Sigiied  by  1565  FfeeholderB. 


N^  3. 


sir;  Saturday,  July  15M,  1769. 

I  fa  AVE  received  the  favout  of  your  ttotei 
From  the  contents  of  it,  I  imagine  yoii  liia^ 
have  something  to  communicate  to  me.  If  that 
bfe  the  base,  I  beg  you  will  be  particular;  and 
fkM  ttidt  you  will  tell,  me  candidly  whether  you 
ktiow  or  suspect  who  I  am.  Direct  a  letter  Id 
Mr.  WilUam  Middleton*^  to  be  left  at  the  bar 

'  "Mr.  William  Middleton's  Letter  is  sent  as  desired/'  An- 
swer to  correspondents  in  the  P.  A.  of  July  20th,  1769. 
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■ 

of  the  New  Exchange  Coffee-house  on  Monday, 
as  early  as  you  think  proper. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  and 
most  humble  servant, 

C. 


(Private) 

SIR,  July  17//*,  1769'. 

Mr.  Newberry  having  thought  pro- 
per to  reprint  my  Letters*,  I  wish  at  least 
he  had  done  it  correctly.  You  will  oblige 
me  much  by  giving  hitn  the  following  hint* 
to-morrow.  The  inclosed'  when  you  think 
proper. 

"  Mr.  Newberry  having  thought  proper  to 

'  Newberry  had  thought  proper  at  this  time  to  pubUsh  a 
spurious  and  surreptitious  edition  of  the  first  fifteen  Letters^ 
as  printed  in  the  author's  edition,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Po- 
litical Contest ;''  and  it  was  these  unauthorised  publications 
that  gave  the  first  idea  of  publishing  a  genuine  edition  of  the 
whole. 

*  This  request  does  not  appear  to  have  been  complied  with ; 
a&  the  following  answer  to  correspondents  was  inserted  in  the 
Public  Advertiser  of  the  18th  of  July : — *'  Reasons  why  the 
hint  was  not  printed  are  sent  to  the  last  mentioned  Coffee-house 
in  the  Strand,  from  whence  our  old  correspondent  will  be 
pleased  to  send  for  them/' 

^  Junius,  Letter  5cvi. 
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T^rint  JuNius's   Letters,   might  at  least  have 
corrected  the  errata,  as  we  did  constantly. 

Page    1^  line  13,  for  ruuional      read  ratunuU. 

—  3,    —     4,  —  was  —    were. 

—  5,    —  15,  —  indiq)utable  —   indispensable. 
Letter  7,    —     4,  —  in  all  mazes  —    in  all  the  mates, 

—  15,    —   24,  —  tightest         —    brightest, 

—  48,    —     2,  —  indiscreet      —    indirect** 

I  did  not  expect  more  than  the  life  of  a 
flewspaper,  but  if  this  man  will  keep  me  alive, 
let  me  live  without  being  offensive. 

Spcciosa  qua^ro  pascere  tigres. 


sasa: 


'bi"  6. 


SIR,  July  2Ut,  1769,  Friday  Night. 

I  CAN  have  no  manner  of  objection  to 
your  reprinting  the  Letters,  if  you  think  it  will 
answer,  which  I  believe  it  might,  before  New- 
berry appeared.  If  you  determine  to  do  it,  give 
me  a  hint,  and  I  will  send  you  more  errata  (in- 
deed they  are  innumerable)  and  perhaps  a  Pre- 
&ce.  I  reaUy  doubt  whether  I  s^all  write  any 
more  under  tbiB  signature  \  I  am  weary  of  at- 
tacking a  set  of  brutes,  who^e  writings  are 
too  dull  to  fiirnish  me  even  with  the  materials  of 
contention,  and  whose  measures  are  too  grosd 

*  See  Dedication,  p.  1. 
VOL.  I.  M 
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and  direct  to  be  the  subject  of  argument^  or  to 
require  illustration. 

That  Swinney '  is  a  wretched  but  a  danger- 
ous fool.  He  had  the  impudence  to  go  to  lord 
G.  Sackville,  whom  he  had  never  spoken  to,  and 
to  ask  him,  whether  or  uo  he  was  the  author  of 
Junius — take  care  of  him. 

Whenever  you  have  any  thing  to  communi- 
cate to  me,  let  the  hint  be  thus  C  at  the  usual 
place ^  and  so  direct  to  Mr.  John  Fretley,  at  the 
same  Coffee-house,  where  it  is  absolutely  im« 
possible  I  should  be  known. 

I  did  not  mean  the  Latin  to  be  printed. 

I  wish  lord  Holland  may  acquit  himself 
with  honour  ^.  If  his  cause  be  good,  he  should 
at  once  have  published  that  account,  to  which 
he  refers  in  his  letter  to  the  mayor  ^. 

Pray  tell  me  whether  George  Onslow  means 
to  keep  his  word  with  you,  about  prosecuting  *. 

*  A  correspondent  of  the  Printer's.  » - 

*  The  Editor  has  already  observed,  in  the  Preliminary  Essay, 
that  Junius  appears  to  have  uniformly  entei^tained  a  good  opi- 
nion of,  or  at  least  a  partiality  for,  lord  Holland.  The  remark 
is  not  new ;  it  was  noticed  long  ago  by  several  of  his  oppo- 
Jients.  Thus,  in  a  letter  subscribed  by  our  author,  Anti-Fox, 
^nd  inserted  in  the  Public  Advertiser  of  October  16th,  1771^ 
he  thus  speaks  of  him :  "  I  know  nothing  of  Junius;  but  I 
see  plainly  that  he  has  designedly  spared  lord  Holland  and  his 
family/'    See  Miscell.  Lett.  c.  Vol.  HI.  p.  409.. 

^  See  note  A  at  the  end  of  this  Letter. 

*  See  note  B  at  the  conclusion  of  the  preceding  note* 
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Yes  or  No  will  be  sufficient.  Your  Lycui^us* 
is  a  Mr.  Kent,  a  young  man  of  good  parts  upon 
town.     And  so  I  wish  you  a  good  night. 

Yours, 

C- 

*  Lycurgas  was  a  frequent  writer  in  the  Public  Advertiser 
during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1769;  and  opposed  the 
ministry,  but  with  less  violence  than  most  of  his  contem* 
ppraries. 


A. 

He  seems  to  fefer  to  a  charge  of  embezzlement  of  the 
public  treasure,  made  in  the  City  Petition  presented  to  his 
Majesty,  July  5th,  1769,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  :— 


.'i:' 


The  humble  Petition  of  the  Livery  of  the  City  of  London  ia 
Common  Hall  assembled. 


"  Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

"  We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  sub^ 
jects^  the  Livery  of  the  City  of  London,  with  all  the  humility 
which  is  due  from  free  subjects  to  their  lawful  Sovereign,  but 
with  all  the.  anxiety  which  the  sense  of  the  present  oppressions, 
and  the  just  dread  of  future  mischiefs  produce  in  our  minds, 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Majesty  some  of  those  intolerable 
grievances  which  your  people  have  suffered  from  the  evil  con* 
duct  of  those  who  have  been  intrusted  with  the  administration 
of  your  Majesty's  government,  and  from  the  secret  unremit- 
ting influence  of  the  worst  of  counsellors. 

"  We  shoidd  be  wanting  in  our  duty  to  your  Majesty,  as 
well  as  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  should  we  forbear  to 
represent  to  the  throne  the  desperate  attempts  which  have 
been,  and  are  too  successfully  made,  to  destroy  that  constitu-> 

tion. 
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tiod,  to  the  spirit  of  jptrhicli  we  owd  Uie  relation  wBich  fiubust» 
between  your  Majesty  »nd  the  sul:)j€cts  of  these  realms,  and  to 
subvert  those  sacred  laws  w^ich  our  ancestor^  have  sealed  witli 
their  blood. 

"  Your  minister^,  from^  corrupt  principles,  and  in  violation 
of  every  duty,  have,  by  various  enumerated  means,  invaded  our 
invaluable  and  unalienable  right  of  trial  by  jury. 

'*  They  have,  with  impunity,  issued  general  warrants,  and 
vidiently  seized  persons  and  private  papers. 

"  They  have  rendered  the  laws  non-efiective  to  our  security, 
by  evading  the  Habeas  Corpus. 

''  They  have  caused  punishments^  and  even  perpetual  im- 
prisonment to  be  inflicted  without  trial,  conviction,  or  sentence. 

"  They  have  brought  into  disrepute  the  civil  magistracy,  by 
the  appointment  of  persons  who  are,  in  many  respects,  un* 
qualified  for  that  important  trust,  and  have  thereby  purposely 
furnished  a  pretence  ibr  calling  in  the  aid  of  a  military  power. 

''  They  avow,  and  endeavour  to  establish  a  maxim,  absolutely 
inconsistent  with  our  constitution,  that  '  an  occasion  for  effSeC" 
tually  employing  a  military  force  always  presents  itself  when 
the  civil  power  is  trifled  with  or  insuUed;^  and  by  a  fatal  and 
false  api^ication  of  this  maxim,  tbey  have  wantonly  and  wick- 
edly sacrificed  the  lives  of  many  of  your  Majesty's  innocent 
subjects,  and  have  prostituted  your  Majesty^ot  sacred  name  and 
authority,  to  justify,  applaud,  and  recommend  their  own  il- 
legal and  bloody  actions. 

**  They  have  screened  more  than  one  murderer  from  puntrii- 
ment,  and  in  its  place  have  tmnaturaiiy  substituted  reward. 

^  They  havie  established  numberless  uaconsdtottonal  regula- 
tions and  tairations  in  our  colonies.  They  have  caused  a  re- 
venue to  be  raised  in  Miaeof  them  by  prerogative.  They  have 
appointed  civil  law  judges  to  try  i«veiiue  cauies,  and  to  be 
paid  ftvu  out  of  the  condemnaitiMi  money.  * 

**  After  liaving  insulted  aad  defeated  tlie  law  on  dsfineat 
eocaMns-,  and  by  different  contrivances,  both  at  bewe  and 

*''  abroad. 
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abroad,  th^y  hare  it  length  completed  their  design^  by  vi<H 
kntly  wreiting  from  the  people  the  last  sacred  right  we  had 
left^  the  right  of  electKon ;  by  the  unprecedented  seating  of  i 
candidate  notoriously  set  up  and  chosen  only  by  themselves. 
They  hare  thereby  taken  fW»n  your  subjects  all  hopes  of  pari 
liamentary  redress>  and  hare  left  us  no  resource,  under  God, 
but  in  your  Majesty. 

**  AU  this  they  Imve  been  able  to  efibct  by  corruption ;  by 
a  scandalous  misapplication  and  embezzlement  of  the  public 
treasure,  dtid  a  shamejftil  prostitution  of  public  honours  and 
employments ;  procuring  deficiencies  of  the  civil  list  to  be 
made  good  without  examination ;  and,  instead  of  punishing^ 
omferring  honours  on  a  pay-master,  the  public  defktilter  of 
unaeeomited  miMi<»is. 

**  From  an  nnieigned  sense  of  the  duty  we  owe  to  your 
Majesty,  and  to  ottr  country,  we  have  ventured  thus  humU]f 
to  lay  before  the  throne  these  great  and  important  truths, 
which  it  has  been  die  business  of  your  ministers  to  conceal: 
We  most  earnestly  beseech  your  Majesty  to  grant  us  redbress. 
It  is  for  the  purpose  of  redress  alone,  and  for  such  occasions  as 
tibe  present,  that  those  great  and  extensive  powers  are  intrusted 
to  the  crown,  by  the  wisdom  of  that  constitution,  which  your 
Majesty's  iflustrious  family  was  chosen  to  defend,  and  which# 
we  trust  in  God,  it  will  for  ever  cojatinue  to  support.'^ 

X^ord  Holland  suspecting  himself  to  be  imphoated  in  the  last 
paragraph  but  one  of  the  above  petition,  addressed  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor  upon  this  subject  :—*- 

TO  THE  KIOHT  HOKOURABLB  THE  LOtlt>  MAYOR. 

^'MyLwrd, 

«'  In  a  petition  presented  bf  your  Lordihqp  it  is 
nientioned  as  a  grievance^  Instead  qf  ptimskn^,  toi^fkmmg 
ipfUMirs  on  a  pugn'fnastert  tkc  public  d^f^uher  of  tmaccomtted 
fnHlion$.  I  am  told  thajt  I  am  the  pay«master  here  censuiedtf 
may  Ibegtoknowof  yonr  Loirdahip  if  it  iasO?  Ifiti^Iitm 

:VOI,«I.  N  »wre 
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sure  Mr.  Beeldbrd  musi  hawe  been  agadnst  it,  be^attse  Ai^ 
lUioWs  and  could  have. shewn  your  Lordabip  in  Writings' the 
utter  falsehood  of  what  is  there  insiniiated. 

"  I  have  not  the. honour  to  know  your  Lordsbtp,8o  I  cannot 
teU  what  you  may  have  beard  to  induce  :yofi  to  earry.  to  our 
Sovereign  a  conaplaint  of  so  atrocious  a  natur«,>  i! 

"  Your  Lordship,  by  your  speech  made  to  the  King  at  de- 
Uvering  the  petition,  has  adopted  the  contenU  of  ift;  and, I 
do  not  know  of  whom  to  enquii^e  but  of  your  IiODddnp.con< 
ceming  this  injury  done  to  an  innocent  man,  who  atm  by  this 
means  (if  t  am  the  person^  meant)  hung  out  as  an  olyect  ofv 
public  hatred  and  resentment.^  ; 

"  You  have  too  much  honour  and  justice  oot  to  teU  me* 
whether  I  am  the  person  meant,  and  if  I  am,  the  grounda 
upon  which  I  am  thus  charged,  that  I  may  vindicate' myself^ 
which  truth  will  enable  n^  ^o  do  to  the  conyiqtion  of  the  bittef  •>; 
est  enemy  ;  and  therefore  I  may  boldly  say,  to  your  Lofdship'» 
entire  satisfaction,^^  whcMn  I  certainly  have  never  offiiidfld^ 
.  ''  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect^ 
•*  My  Lord,. 

"  Your  Lordship's  most  obedient 
"  And  most  humble  servaitf , 

"  Holiund  H(mse,  Kenw^on,  «  HOLLAND.^ 

,    "Jtdy^tk,  1769." 

•  To  this,  letter  the  Lord  Mayor  retiamed  the  Ibllowing  an*^^ 

swer^^  '    ,  .        { 

'*  The  Lord  Mayor  pn^sients  his  conlplimaits  to  lc^« 

Holland,  and  in  answer  to  the  honour  of  his  Lordship'^  letter 

delivered  to  him  by  Mc.  Selwyoi  he  begs. leave  ta.say  that  he 

had  no  concern  in  drawing  up  the  petition  from  the  Li?ery  of 

London  to  his  Majesty ;  that  he  looks  on  himself  only  as  the 

canrier,  together  with  other  gentlemen/ ^)harg^'by  the  Livery 

with  the  delivery  of  it;.thiEit  he  does  not,  nof  et^rdid,  bolfl^ 

himself  accountable  for  the  eomtents  of  it>  and  is  ii  strangei^  te 

the.»itiire  of  the  supposed  charge  agaidst  his  L,ohiship,    ^/  ; 

\ ..  *    '  ».    "**-l[rt 
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. ,  Jiip  Beqkford^  seeiog  hi*  mm&^  implici^ted  ia  ttus  corr eapoR- 
deoc^,  vv^ote  from  t^  country  the  followiag  letter  t»  a  fh^nd, 
who  pas  a  Liyeryman  of  the  city : —  .        . 

-Bear  Sir,  ^Fomkill,  July  15,  1769. 

'"  ''  Tarn  as  much  surprised  as  you  seem  to  be,  at 

Itetmg  my  name,  and  papers  in  my  possession,  appe^ed  to  by 
a  lioble'  Lord. — ^You  and  my  friends  in  the  city  think  it  in- 
cumbent on  me  to  vindicate  (as  they  are  pleased  to  express 
themselves)  my  honour  and  character,  which  is  called  in  ques- 
tio^n.  '  The  only  proper  satisfaction  in  my  power  to  give  you 
and  my  other  friends,  is  to  relate  plain  matters  of  fact,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection. 

/'In  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  on  a  question  of  revenue 
(as'far  as  my  memory  served)  I  did  declare  to  the  House  that 
the  public  revenue  liad  been  squandered  away,  and  that  th^ 
money  of  the  nation  had  not  been  regularly  audited  and  ac* 
counted  for. 

'  *'  That  in  the  department  of  the  Pay-office  I  had  been  in- 
fornied  there  were  upwards  of  forty  millions  not  properly  ac- 
count^ for ;  t]^at  the  officers  of  the  King's  Exchequer  werp 
bound  in  duty  to  see  justice  done  to  the  public ;  that  proces* 
had  issued  out  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and  that  all  pro^ 
ceedings  for  a  certain  time  had  been  suspended  by  the  King's 
sign  manuaU  I  then  did  declare,  that  it  was  an  high  ofl^ic^ 
for  any  minister  to  advise  the  King  to  stop  the  course  of  ^  pub- 
lic^ justice,  without  assigning  a  very  good  reason  for  such  his 
advice.  I  desired  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  th^ 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  who  sat  opposite  to  me,  to  set  me  right 
if  my  information  w$s  pot  well-founded ;  but  not  a- single  ww^ 

»  * 

was  uttered  in  answerby  any  of  the  gentlemen  in  administration. 
"  After  some  days  had  elapsed,  I  met  my  friend  Mr.  Wood- 
bouse  in  Westminster  Hall,  he  told  me  I  had  been  misinfornoed 
as  to  what  I  had  mentioned  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
that,  if  I  would  give  him  leave,  he  would  send  me  a  paper  from 
a  nciile  Lbrdiiivhich  would  convince  me  of  my  mistake.    The 

|i  2  paper 
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|Niper  alliried  to  i^  in  Loodon,  I  ttierefore  camrot  speak  titihc 
cohtenU  with  accuracy  and  precision;  but  thid  I  recoHeel^thftt 
the  perusal  of  the  paper  tlid  noi  convince  me  that  dl  I  hiA 
heard  uras  false.  It  was  a  private  paper,  and  I  do  not  m^oUect 
having  shewn  it  to  more  than  a  single  person.  I  have  no 
doubt  Mr.  Woodhouse  has  a  copy  of  the  paper  by  him,  and  I 
hope  he  will  submit  the  contents  to  the  judgment  of  the  pub* 
tic,  in  vindication  of  an  innocent  man. 

"  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
"  Your  ever  faithful  and  affectionate  humble  servuit, 

"  WILLIAM  BECKFOKD.'' 
It  was  in  consequence  of  this  letter  that  lord  Holland  wa^ 
piduced  to  publish  the  account  above  referred  to  by  Junius, 
and  again  by  Mr.  Beckford.    Long  as  it  is,  it  ought  not  to  be 
omitted  in  this  place* 

FOR  THE  PUBLIC  ABVERTISElt. 
Leiter  to  H.  S.  Woodfall. 
"  MR.  WOODFALL,  **  Kingsgotc^  Jufy  90,  1769. 

^'  Lord  Holland  seeing  in  your  paper  a  Letter  from 
Mr.  Beckford  to  a  Liveryman,  of  July  15,  1769,  and  Mr. 
Woodhouse  being  at  Spa,  in  Germany,  sends  you  an  authentic 
topy  of  the  paper  which  he  sent  by  Mr.  Woodhouse  to  Mr. 
Beckford.  He  hopes  the  perusal  of  it  will  convince  the  reader' 
tbat  all  is  false  that  can  impute  anjf  crime  to  lord  "Holland; 

**  Tbt  reader  will  see  that  some  of  lord  Holland's  accounU 
were  then  before  the  auditor;  and  there  are  two  years*  ac- 
counts since  lodged  there. 

*'  He  win  see  that  lord  Holland's  accounts  (voluminous  and 
difficult  beyond  example)  have  not  been  kept  back  from  incli^^ 
nation,  but  necessity ;  and  not  longer  than  those  of  his  prede«- 
Cessors. 

"  He  will  see  (and  is  desired  to  observe  particularly)  that 
savings,  so  tax  from  remaining  all  in  lord  Holland's  hands^  had 
been  given  in  and  voted  in  aid  of  the  public  service,  to  the 
amount  of  ^10,541.    And  «f  43,533:  19#.  7d.  (upon  some 

regimental 
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legimental  and  other  accounts  being  adjusted  this  last;  winter) 
have  been  since  paid  and  voted. 

''  He  will  read  in  it,  that  lord  Holland  desired  to  be  riiewn 
^owhe  could  proceed  faster  than  he  did.  If  nobody  lias  shewn 
or  can  show  how  that  might  have  been»  or  may  be  done»  does 
lie  deserve  either  punishment  or  censure  ?  And  bad  he  not  a 
right  to  think  himself  sure  that  Mr.  Beckford  must  have  been 
against  the  article  in  the  petition  relating  to.  him,  because  il&. 
JUckford  knew,  and  could  have  »hcwn  the  Lord  Ma^  in 
writings  the  utter  falsehood  qf  what  is  there  insinuated,  ^ 
.  "  Lord  Holland  prints  the  memorial  examined  by  the  Trea«^ 
snry,  and  the  sign  manual  it  obtained;  stopping  process  (not 
accounts)  for  six  m<mths>  which  neither  did  nor  could  suspend 
or  delay  the  pay-master's  accounts  an  hour. 

HOLLAND." 

OBSERVATIONS  OM  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  PAY-MASTER  GENERAL. 

Why  were  lord  Holland's  accounts,  as  pay-master  general, 
for  the  years  1757,  1758,  and  1759,  not  delivered  to  the  au- 
ditors before  the  year  1768  ? 

ANSWER. 

The  pay-master  general's  officers  being  best  acquainted  with 
amty  accounts,  are  employed  in  making  up  the  atccoimt  of  the 
preceding  pay-masters.  The  accounts  of  the  earls  of  Chat-' 
ham,  Darlington,  and  Kinnoul,  and  Mr.  Potter,  were  mad^ 
up  l>y  Uiem,  and  regularly,  and  in  due  course  delivered  to  the 
anditon. 

Great  as  the  urmy  and  its  expenses  were  during  the  last 
^ar,  beyond  all  fornier  example,  dispersed  in  all  quarters,  of 
the  world,  and  difficult  as  it  must  have  been  to  keep  the  ac- 
counts in  any  tolerable  order,  it  will  be  found,  upon  examina* 
tion,  that  the  accounts  of  lord  Holland,  as  pay-master  general, 
are  not  further  back  than  those  of  his  predecessors,  and  that 
his  Lbrdship's  accoimts  are  not  kept  back,  as  has  been  sug* 
gesied,  from  indination,  but  necessity. 

'  '      '         .     '  The 
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The  late  Mr-  Winnington's  accounts,  for  tvro  years  and  a 
half,  from  December,  1743,  to  34th  of  June,  1746,  were  de^ 
dared  the  15th  of  May,  1760. '  The  earl  of  Chatham's  ao 
founts  for  nine  years  and  a  half,  from  the  95th  June,  1746,  to 
the  24th  of  December,  1755,  are  not  yet  declared. 

The  eaiis  6f  Darlington  and  Kinnoiil  for  the  year  1756,  and 
the  earl  of  Kinnoul's  and  Mr.  Potter's  for  six  months,  to  thei 
24th  of  June,  1757,  are  now  before  the  auditors. 

The  accounts  of  lord  Holland  for  the  years  1757, 1758^  and 
1759;  likewise  the  accounts  of  his  deputies,  attending  the 
army  in  Germany,  from  the  commencement  tb  the  em^-  of  the 
late  war,  -are  also  before  the  auditors  for  their  exBmination>  and 
his  Lordship^s  account  for  the  year  1766,  is  almost  ready  to  be 
delivered  to  them.         ,  ■  .  •        - 

From  the  nature  and  extension  oif  army  accounts,  it  is  njost 
evident  to  those  that  are  best  acquainted  with  them,  that  it  ^ 
tedious  and  difficult  to  bring  even  regimental  accounts  to  a  final 
adjustment ;  other  parts  of  the  accounts  are  mpre  so..  Lord 
Holland,  in  the  course  of  the  yeajrs  1759,  1760,  1761,  1762| 
1763,.  and  1764,  has  paid  to  regiments  and  independent  com- 
panies c£320,391.  9s.  lid.  SFhoae  accounts  are  at  this  time  un- 
«jiypled,  for  want  of  prc^^  antboriUes,  andtiU  tib^se  aut)io^ 
ritiesaze  ol^ained,  the  auditor^: will. not  allow  ope  shilling' of 
said  sum  in  his  Lordship's  acooimts*'  T^  obtain  those  authori? 
1ms,  bis^Lord^uphaac^env^peatedbisfioliciialioiis.         . 

.    What  is  the  balance  of  cash  in  lord  Holland's  hanc|;s  j 

■  *  ANSWER. 

The  mear^ing  of  this  question  can  be  no  other  than>  wh«^t 
savings  are  in  lord  Holland's  hands  ?  Or,  in  other  words,  how 
much'  has  the  expense  in  any  case  fallen  short  of  the  sum  voted  ? 
As  to  the  savinor$  :-^so  far  as  the  Pay-Office  has  been  enabled 
to  state  the  army  accounts, they  have  been  given  into  parliament. 
•  From  s^rvjces  that  have  fallen  short  of  the  sums  voted,  and 
from  monies  paid  in  by  army  accpmptants,  Iprd  Hollakid  dir! 

fjfctecj 
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ttscted  achcoimtt  to  be  mtde  up  and  liud  before  the  House  of 
Commons;  lind  accordingly  (out  of  these  savings  in  lord  Hoi* 
lmd*s  hands)  parliament  from  time  to  timeayailed  itself  of 
the  following  sums,  viz. 

<S&  •'  9,       •  Urn, 

Voted  in  aid  of  extitaordinaries,  to  De-7  o^g  gg^    ,      . 

camber  24, 1763.       -        .        .        j  .       ;            .        : 

Voted  in  the  year  1761,  in  aid  of  GcrO  ^^^  QQO    2    S 

inan  claims,        .        .        .        «        j  '                    ' 

Voted  in  the  year  1765,  Jp  aid  of  dittoi  ^^j  740    2    7 

service,       .        ,        ,        .         .        J 

Voted  in  the  year  1766,  in  aid  of  extraO  ^  g^g    o  ia    ^ 

ordinary  services,        .        .        .'       j 

Voted  in  the  year  1767,  in  aid  of  extra-7  171  ^71  i «     • 

ordinaries  arid  other  services,        .        j 

Voted  in  the  ^^r  1768,  in  aid  of  the}  ,-^,^  ,    '  ^ 

supply,       .        .        .        .        .        S         '  • 

, % 

£9\0M^  18'  8 

••  .  •  •  *  — — .^ 

His  Lordfibip  could  by  so  odMr  means  aaoerUun  and  give 
into  parliament  the  aavinga  oa  the  votes  for  the  army,  but  by 
the  fiqal  ayustmeiit  of  anny  accounts ;  what  further  savings 
ipay  b^  is  very -^Uicertain,  as  they  caiinot  be  kfiown  before 
the  services  are  absolutely  determined  and  closed 

His  Lordship  is  very  sotrry  to  say  tt»  that  in  the  years  1759, 
^760,  1761,  1762,  1763,  and  1764,  there  are  not  less  than 
fifly-six  regifnents  and  companies  now  standing  open  and  un^ 
adjusted,  for  want  of  authorities ;  and  in  his  ledgers  there  are 
accounts  to  a  much  greater  extent,  as  the  pay  of  staff  officers, 
&c.  &c. 

It  may  be  seen  here  that  though  Mr.  Winnington  dUed  in 
April,  .1746,*'  and  l^is  executor,  Mr.  Ingram,  used  all  possible 
inclustrjr  to  close  his  accounts,  they  could  not  be  closed  till 

*  --  _n_    * 

1760;  fourteen  years.    The  earl  of  Chatham  went  out  in  De» 
Cj^mbcr.  1755,  yet  are  not  his  accounts' closed  till  1768  ;  tinr- 

tee« 
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iMiyean.  The  earl  of  Kuiixwrt  aic  ixit  doMd  yet,  tfaottgh 
be  h«»  bem  oa|  of  Uie  dBce  eleven  yean.  Lord  Holland  has 
lieen  out  tbice  years  and  a  halfl    Where  is  the  wonder  his  ace 

not  closed  ? 

Jf  those  vho  complain  will  shew  lord  Holland  how  he  can 
proceed  faster  than  hp  does,  he  will  be  very  moch  obliged  to 
them.  Let  it  be  observed,  that  he  has  before  the  anditofs  al- 
ready,  accounts  for  mare  years  than  Mr.  Winnington  or  lord 
Kinnool  had  to  aocoiunt  for. 


MEMOaiAL  POa  LORD   HOLLAND   TO   HAVB  LOMGEE  TIMB  TO- 
HAKE  VV  HIS   ACCOUNTS   AS   PAY-MA8TEB  GENEEAL, 

r         ' 

May  it  please  your  Lordships, 

I  beg  to  inform  yoiu*  Lordships  that  a  proocss  lain 

the  hands  of  the  sherifis  pf  Middlesex  against  me  to  acoounf 
to  his  Majesty  for  the  monies  imprest  to  me,  ps  pay-oiaster 
^jeneral  of  his  Majesty's  forces. 

I  most  huinHy  apprehend  that  the  regular  cnxlinary  course 
•f  aeoounting  in  the  Exchequer  was  calculated  (when  esta^ 
Uished)  for  transactions  at  home,  which  are  easily  and  readily 
to  be^coQeeted  and  made  up  at  short  periods  of  time. 

Tbeaqcounisof  the  army  when  empbyed  abroad,  particu- 
larly, must  unavoidably  be  much  in  anear  from  the  nature  of 
the  service.   .    ^   . 

The  army  payments  are  necessarily  in  arrear ;  and  articles, 
inm  accidents  inevitable,  are  oWg^  to  remain  often  open  » 
long  time  before  they  can  finally  be  closed. 

The  accounts  of  the  last  war  are  voluminous  and  difficull 
beyond  example.  The  gre^t  variety  of  <^ratienB>  and  the 
very  great  distance  of  the  troops,  made,  and  must  make,  the 
Qonfespoqdence,  and  aiQusting  those  accounts  with  the  pay- 
ipa^rs  and  accouniants  attending  them,  very  slow  and  tedious. 
Tbem  therefore  will  require  longer  time  to  make  up,  both  ftqm 
their  bulk  and  difficulty. 

During  the  course  of  a  war,  the  troops  constantly  chai^^ing 

and 
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md  moyfing,  and  tbe  aenrice  in  the  utmost  hurry,  it  cannot 
then  be  done  with  the  order  and  regularity. -abaolutelyiieces^ 
wry.  Since  .the  war  the  utmost  diKgence  has  been  used  in 
them.  The  g;reat  intricate  article  of  Foreign  expense,  (viz* 
the^German)  has  been  got  together  for  the  whole  time  (which, 
after  the  form^  war,  was  several  years  about ;)  and  one  year 
and  an  balfs  general  account  is  now  made  out,  and  ready^to 
be  laid  before  the  auditors ;  the  rest  will  regularly  be  laid  be* 
fore  them  as  fast  as  it  is  possible  to  make  them  up.  Though 
I  have  been  two  years  out  of  empkymait»  the  payments  for 
my  time  are  not  yet  completed. 

I  therefore  pray  your^  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  obtain 
his  Majesty's  warrant,  granting  me  longer  time  for  making 
up  my  accounts  as  pay-master  general  of  his  Majesty's  forces. 
Pay-Qfice,  Horse  Guards,  Which  is,  kt.  &c. 

3SM  June,  1767.  HOLLAND, 


king's  warrant^   stay    op  process  against  lord  HqLIiANn 

POR  9IX  MONTHS. 

Copy. 

0 

George  R. 

Whereas  our  r^bl,  trusty,  and  well-beloyed  Hemy 
lord  lioHand  hath,  by  tbe  annexed  mem«ia]«  rqnreseiitdb 
that,  from  ^veral  unavoidable.causes  and  difficulties^  he  hathr 
been  prevented  making  up  his  accompts  as  late  pay-master  gen 
lierai  of  our  forces ;  %fiA  we  having  taken  the  said  matter  iotoi 
our  rc^al  consideration,  are  graciously  pleased  to  grant  imto 
bim  a  further  time  for  making  up  his  said  accompts.  Our 
will  aiid  pleasure  therefoie  is,  and  we  do  hereby  diiect,  att« 
tbomcj  and  require  you  to  eawe  all  fp'ocess  against  the  said 
Henry  lord  Holland  for  his  %c0omp»,  M  late  pay-maater  ge- 
Qeral  of  our  forces^  to  be  stayed  for  and  djuring  the  term  of 
sijp  ]i|<mUifi«  computed  &€m  tbe  day  of  the  date  hereof.  And 
f/9r  «o  4/mg  ibi»  shall  be^your  warrant    Givenat  our  Court  ai 

Saint 
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SmtA  James's  ti>e  eighth  day  of  July,  1767,  ia  the,  scveijth 

year  of  our  rdgn. 

By  hi8  Majesty**  command, 

GRAtTON. 

C.  TOWNSHEND. 

T.  TOWNSHEND. 

'   To  onr  right,  trusty,  and  well-beloved  Samuel  lord  iVf ar- 
aham,  our  Remembrauper  in  our  Court  of  Exchequer. 

.      '     Ji       filii   inittii    mil  vmmm 


B. 

.  The  Mr.  Onslow  here  spoken  of,  as  well  as  in  tanous  other 
parts  of  this  work,  is  the  present  lord  Onslow.  The  history 
of  his  dispute  with  the  lat^  Mr.  Hoi;^  Tooke  is  as  fpHows;-*^ 
|n  Ike  Public  j^drertiser  of  July  14, 1769,  the  Ipltowing.  letter 
made  its  appearance,  addr^ss^ 

TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.   GEORGE  ONSLOW,  ESQ. 

I  have  heard  fronri  very  good  authority  that  one  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  has  Jately  gained  a  thousand  pounds 
in  a  very  common  and  usual  manner,  which  is  yet  likely  to  be 
attended  with  a  very  uncommon  and  unusual  consequence; 

Mr.- applied  to  the  right  honourable  Mr.  ■■     ■        for 

hk  interest  for  a  certMh  lucrative  post  in  Aifnerica.  The  gen- 
lienwin  was  informed  that  a  thousand  pounds  placed '  in  the 

hands'of  Mrs. would  insure  him  the  place.    Mr.  '"■«■-  ■ 

jibt  having  the  moijey,  prevailed  6n  oolond  to  joinl 

with  him  in  a  bond  for  that-  sum  to  the  lady  to  Whom  he  vhis 
directed.  So'&r,  Sir,  all  is  in  the  common  track':  What  fbl* 
lows  is  the  wonderfol  part  of  the  transaction.'  This  Lord  of 
ike  Treasury  kept  his  word,  »>d  the  ^ntlemfan  was  app<Htited 
to  the  <^Sce  he  had  paid  £>r !  And  stranger  still,  lord  ■  »■•/ 
whodiscdvered  this  bargain  and  sale,  is  offended  at  it,  undin^ 
8ista\ou 'the,  dismission  of  this  Lend  of  Hie  Tr€»si»*y.  >  Now/ 
fir^  I  mtistiDlpeaf  you  to  favour  one  of  your  coiiBtitoeiits'lriili 
-'     -  the 
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tfie  natn^  of  this  Lord  of  the  Trcaiury,  for  you,-  no  douh^^ 
who  git  at  that  Board  yourself  nunt  be  acquainted  with  him* 

Aj^CoUTt,  JulyW.  AirOTHBft   FRBEirOLDER   OF   8URRT. 

yo  this  letter  Mr.  Orisiow  made  the  following  reply,  which 
was  published  in  the  same  newspaper,  July  18,  exisuing. 

TO'  THE  PUfNTKR  OP  THE  PUBLIC  ilDVERTISER. 

•SIB,  July  16. 

Having  just  now  read  a  letter  containing,  by  evident 
insinuation,  a  most  audacious  attack  upon  my  character,  print-* 
ed  by  you,  in  your  paper  of  Friday  last,  asserting  a  gross 
and  infamoiis  lie  from  beginning  to  end ;  I  do  hereby  ^pubKcly 
call  upon  you  to  name  the  person  from  whom  you  received  die 
account  you  have  presumed  to  publish.  If  you  are  either  un* 
able  or  unwilling  to  do  this,  I  shall  most  certainly  treat  you  as 
the  author,  and,  in  justice  both  to  myself  and  others  who  wrt 
every  day  thus  malignantly  and  wickedly  vilified,  shall  take  thie 
best  advice  in  the  law  if  an  action  will  not  lie  for  such  atro^ 
cious  defamation,  and  if  I  may  not  hope  to  make  an  example 
<of  the  author  of  it.  ' 

The  scurrility  in  general  whidi  has  been  of  late  so  heaped 
upon  me  in  the  public  papers,  I  have  hitherto  treated  with  the 
eontempt  my  friends  and  myself  thought  it  deserved,  and  suf- 
fered it  to  pass  with  impunity;  but  this  last  is* so  outrageous, 
and  tends  so  much  to  wound  my  character  and  honour  ih  the 
teoderest  part,  tfayat  I  am  determined,  if  practicable,  to  see  if 
a  jury  wiO  not  do  me  and  the  public  justice  against  such  a  li- 
beller, and  whether  they  will  not  think  the  robbing  an  inno«> 
oe^t  mah  6f  his  character  is  a  robbery  of  the  most  dangerous 
kind,  and  that  the  perpetrators  of  it  will  stick  at  nothing. 

For  the  present  I  must  content  myself  with  only  laying  be- 
fore  the  public  the  two  following  letters,  which  will  explain  to 
them  all  the  knowledge  I  had  of  the  detestable  fraud,  which 
has  been  taken  iidvatitage  of  to  charge  me  with  corruption ; 
f  crime^  whioh,  of  all  others,  I  hold  the  most  in  ahhorrencet  3 

defy 
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defy  tb«  whole  world  to  proFe  a  single  word  in  your  UbeUotts 
liBftter  to  be  true,  or  that  the  whole  is  not  a  barefacqd,  pcaitiTe* 
and  entire  he.  That  it  is  so  I  do  assert,  and  I  call  upon  any 
body,  if  they  can,  to  disprove  what  I  say. 

GEORGE  ONSLOW, 

Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Onslow,  received  the  27  th  of  June. 

SIR,  New  Bond  Sireet,  .kme  ^,  1769, 

I  beg  you  will  pardon  my  thus  addressing  you,  a 
liberty  I  could  not  think  of,  was  any  thing  less  than  my  fa- 
mily's bread  at  stake.  Some  weeks  past  my  husband  paid  a 
large  siim  of  money  (which  gave  us  inexpressible  sorrow  to 
raise)  jto  a  party^  who  protest  they  are  erapow;ered  by  you  to 
insure  him,  in  return,  the  collectorship  of  Piscataway  in  New 
Hampdiire*  I  have  been  told  this  day  one  Hughes  is  in  pos* 
session  d  the  same,  and  the  Treasury  Books  confirm  the  news. 
I  beg  kave  most  earnestly  to  intreat  you  will  inform  me  whe* 
tber  Mr.  Hughes  is  under  any  engagement  to  resign,  or  whe- 
ther we  are  duped  by  those  who  hi^ve  taken  our  money. 
.  Mr.  Burns  has  had  the  strongest  recommendations  from 
persons  of  undoubted  veracity,  and  I  believe,  on  all  accounts^ 
tirill  be  found  to  be  perfectly  capable  and  worthy  of  the  em- . 
ploym^t., 

.  Once  more  I  intreat,  good  Sir,  you  will  excuse  this  trouble^ 
.ijirhich  is  caused  by  a  heart  almost  broken  with  the  fear  and 
terror  of  a  disappointment.    With  the  profoundest  respect 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 
.   ^  humble  Servant, 

MARY  BURNS. 
Mr.  Qnslow's  Answer. 
.  MADAM,  Ember  Court,  June  27, 1769ft 

Your  Letter  was  brought  down  to  me  hither  only 
Uhday*  or  I  should  have  answered  it  sooner.  Without  having 
the  honour  of  being  known  to  you  or  Mr.  Bums,  it  gives  me 
fiucb  coaccm  that  anj  body  should  be  so  imposed  upon  as 

.  you 
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jrou  have  been^  and  as  much  tadignatioo  that  my  name  should 
be  made  so  infamous  a  use  of.  ^  I  should,  have  been  under  an 
equal  degree  of  surprise,  had  I  not  tliis  morning  had  some  in* 
timation  of  the  matter  from  Mr.  Pownal  and  Mr.  Bradshaw, 
arad.ma.de  some  enquiry  jnto  it  of  Mr.  Watkins  at  Charing 
Cross,  with  a  determination  to  sift  this  shocking  scene  of  vil- 
lany  to  the  bottom,  and  whicli  I  shall  how  be  encouraged  in 
by  the  hopes  of  getting  you  yoUr  money  restored  to  ybu>  as 
well  as  the  earnest  desire  I  have  to  bring  the  perpetrators  of 
this  roguery  to  the  punishment  and  shame  they  deserve. 

For  this  purpose,  might  I  beg  the  favour  of  Mr^  Bums  to 
meet  me  at  my  house  in  Curzon  Street,  about  ten  o'clock  on 
Friday  morning. — ^I  will  go  with  him  to  Mr.  Pownal%  of 
which  I  have  given  him  notice ;  and  I  wish  Mr.  Bums  would 
bring  with  him  Mr.  Watkins,  or  any  body  eke  that  can  give 
light  into  this  unhappy  and  wicked  afFair. 

Till  this  morning  I  never  in  my  life  heard  a  single  word  of 
either  the  office  itself,  nor  of  any  of  the  parties  concerned. 
You  will  judge  then  of  my  astonishment,  and  indeed  horror^ 
at  hearing  of  it  tonlay  from  Mr.  Bradshaw. 

I  am.  Madam,  &c. 

GEORGE  ONSLOW. 

4 

Since  writing  of  the  above  kttera,  more  of  this  fra«d  has 
been  detected,  and  further  enquiry  is  miking,  in  order  to 
bring  die  acton  in  ii  to  jusiioe.  A  woman  of  the  name  of 
Sfliitii,  whp  lives  near  Broad  Street,  is  the  person  who  appear9 
to  foe  prindpdfy  con^ned  in  the  fraud,  the  money  being,  il 
seemsi  for  her  use. 


T6e  writer  of  the  first  address,  now  authorizing  the  printer 
to  give  Mr.  Onslow  his  nanK,  (whidi  he  did,  and  which  was 
that  of  the  Itev.  John  Home,)  once  more  attacked  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman  as  foUowd«  in  the  same  paper,  July  M. 


TO 
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»«  ^ 


TO  THE  RiGriT  HONOURABLE  tSfeORGK  OKSLOW, 
^     COOD   SIR, 

If  with  another  innoccnt  man/  Lord  Holland,  yoa 
were  ambitious  to  add  to  the  list  of  Mr.  Walpole^s  Right  Ho- 
nourable authors,  you  might,  like  him,  have  iexposed  yourself 
witb  more  temper,  and  have  called  ilames  in  better  English. 

I  should  be  sorry  to  libel  you  by  mistaking  your  meaning, 
but  the  strange  manner  of  wording  your  first  sentence  leaves 
roe  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  you  intend  that  my  letfer,'or 
—  your  own  character  is  **  a  gross  and  infamous  lie  from  be* 
ginning  to  end/' 

You  may  save  yourself  the  expense  of  taking  "  the  best  dd^ 
vice  in  the  law,'*  Depend  upon  it  you  can  never  "  hope  to 
snake  an  example  qf  the  author,  when  the  publisher  is  unable  c^ 
unwilling  to  give  up  his  name/*  And  you  need  not  wait  for  a 
jury  to  determine,  *'  that  robbing  a  man  is  certainly  a  rob" 
bery" '  But  you  should  have  considered  some  months  since 
that  it  is  the  same  thing  whether  the  man  be  guilty  or  inno^' 
cent ;  and  wbether  he  be  robbed  of  his  reputation  or  '^ 

of  his  seat  in  parliament. 

>  in  the  Public  Advertiser  of  Friday,  July  14,  ibtte  is  «. 
letter  from  you  as  well  as  to  you.  If  that  is  the  scurrility 
you  Kpeak  of,  I  agree  with  you  tint  it  has  been  treated  witf^ 
the  contempt  it  deserves  by  all  the  world ;  but  how  you  can  saj^ 
that  it  bias  passed  with  impunity,  I  own  I  cannot  conoeive,  uo* 
less  indeed  you  are  of  opinion  with  those  hardened  jDriittiii^ft 
who  think  that,  because  there4s-no  corporal  sufferance  in  it« 
t^e  being  gibbeted  in  chains  and  exposed  as  a  spectacle  makes 
no  part  of  their  punishment. 

The  letter  written  by  you  to  Mr.  Wilkes  tends  more.  *f  t(k* 
wound  your  character  and  honour,",  than  any  other,  and  yet 
you  pass  it  over  in  silence.   But  you  shall,  if  you  please,  ptove- 
to  the  world  that  those  who  have  neither  character  nor  honour, 

may 


I  t 
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^ay  still  be  vounfled  in  a  v^y  tender  part — tlieir  interert. 
And  I  belike  lord  HiUsbarougb  is  too  noble  to  tufier  any 
Lord  of  tbe  Treasury  to  prostitute  his  name  and  commiasioii 
to  bargains  like  that  I  have  exposed ;  but  will,  if  he  bontinHes  to 
preside  at  tlie  Board  of  Trade^  resolutely  insist  either  on  such 
Lord's  full  justification  or  dismission. — HiTtc  ilia  lachrymm.  ^ 
•  .Yoq  *'dtfif  the  whole  worlii  to  prove  a  single  tvord  in. my 
letta^  to  he  true ;  or  that  the  whole  ia  not  a  bttrtfaced,  podtipi, 
^d  entire  lie,'*  Tbe  language  of  the  last  part  of  the  sentence 
U  such  as  I  can  make  no  use  of»  and  therefore  I  return  it  back 
«n  you  Jto  whom  it  bekuigs :  The  defiance  in  the  first  part»  I 
accept,  and  will  disprove  what  you  say. 
.  My  letter  can  only  be  false  in  one  particular ;  fixr  it  con* 
tains  only,  one  affirmation,  namely,  that  I  heard  the  ttory  1 
relate  from  very  good  authority.  It  then  concludes  with  a 
question  to  you  of— who- is  this  Lord  of  the  Treasury  thataa 
fibbars  c^ruption  ?  Which  question  since  yoU  have  answered^ 
Xtoo  wiU  gratify  you,  and  in  return  for  yours. do  hej^eby  di- 
jpect  the  printer  to  give  you  my  name;  wbich»  humble  af  it 
is,  I  should  not  consent  to  excb^ge  with  you  in  any  other 
manner. 

Now,  Sir,  I  do  again  affirm  that  I  heacd  die  story  fcpm  the 
liest  autl|ority :  And  that  it  is  not.  my.  invention  your  own 
tetter  i^  a  proof,  for  I  might,  have  heard.it  either  from  Mn^ 
Surosy  .or  from  Mr.  Pownal>  or  Mr.  Bradsbaw,  but  I  heaid  it. 
ficom  better  authority.  I  go  further.  I  do  still  believe  the  «tory 
a^  I  related,  it  to  be.  tr^e ;  nor .  has  .<my  thing  you  have  .said 
CQpiyinced  m^  to  the  cQn^ry.  I  do  not  mean  to  charge  you 
pr  any  o^e;  b^t  since  you  have  condescended  to  answer  my 
fiiMpBiif^  q9iei^tiiOin>  be  kind  enpugh  to  explain  what  foUows. .  < 
.  Mr.  Pownal  is  secretary  to  tbe  Bpard  of  Ti^e»  Mr.  Brad-? 
•baw  is  se^^tiury  to  .\he  Treasury.  Why  did  these  two  secr&- 
tallies  €om^  tfigetber  to  you  ?  Wiere  tjb^y  sent  by  their  Priii« 
eijialii  or)i|p^i.  Wjio.  first  detect^  ithis  yery  scandatous  tboMgb 
TcriTi  liP§iB(M^;  ti:ft%,?  Has  pot  ku'dvHiM^'^^^S^  ^^^I^"^ 
M%/.:   And  is  not  your  exaggferated  "  abhorrence  qf  corrupt 

*  tion. 
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tian,  your  anmdahmeni,  and  indctd  hokroii  at  this  thoddi^ 
wcmu  €f  viUamf**  vastly  heightened  by  the  cahn^  and  there*, 
fore  iinsu^iected. disapprobation  of  his  Lordship;  who  does 
•iiol  seem  to  think  with  yoo  that  every  whore  should  be  hanged 
alive ;  but  only  that  they  should  be  turnild'  out  of  hoaeA 
company. 

How  came  yoo  so  instantly  to  entertain  hopes  of  getting  the 
money. restored  to  Mrs.  Bums>  when  you  declared^  that,  '<  tiU 
ihtUtnomiiig,yo»  never  in  your  i^  hdaird  a  tingle  vwrd  of  either 
the  qgke  iteeff,  mrqftu^'qf  the  parties  concerned.'*  Jonathaa 
Wild  used  to  return  sueh  answers;  because  he  knew  the  theft 
was  committed  by  some  of  his  own  gang. 

You  pretend  to  have  given  to  the  public  '*  aUihe  knowledge 
you  have  qf  this  detestable  fraud  "  I  cannot  believe  it»  be^ 
cause  I  find  nothing  in  your  letter  on  which  to  found  your 
liopef  rf  restoHng  the  money  to  Mrs.  Bums ;  and  especiafty 
Jliecause  in  diree  weeks  after  this  letter,  i.  e.  from  June  97  to 
July  18;  you  have  oQly  discovered  **  that  Mrs.  Smith  appeals  to 
he  principally  concerned  in  this  detestMe  fraud,  the  ithoney  bet- 
ing, it  uemsyfr^r  her  use/*  Sir,  do  you  not  know  wndsB^  wife  Mrs, 
Smith  is  ?  And  are  you  not  acquainted  with  that  gentleman  ? 
Have  you  caused  Mrs.  Smith  or  any  one  else  to  be  taken  into 
custody  ?  Have  you  taken  **  the  best  advice  in  law,  and  are 
yest  determined  to  see  if  a  jury  will  not  do  you  and  the  pubUe 
jvMiee**  for  Uiis  detestable  fraud  ?  Or  is  there  yet  left  <me  crime 
wfaidi  you  aUior  mate  than  corruption>  and  for  which  you 
reserve  aH  yoilr  indigqalion  ?  But  wby  this  anger  ?  He  that  is 
innocent  can  easily  provr  himself  to  be  so ;  and  diouUL  be 
ttiaidtftd  to  tiliose  who  give  him  the  opp<»tonity  by  making  « 
story  pablic.  Malicious  and  ISrise  slander  never  acts  m  tbid 
open  n^mner ;  but  seeks  the  covert,  and  cautiously  conceak 
ttsetf  from  die  party  taal^ned*  in  order  to  pcevent  a  justifictf-^ 
tion.  If  any  person  have  done  your  character  an  iiyvry  by  ar 
charge  of  cornqptiop,  f %  afe  most  guilty  who  so  thoro6ghly 
believed  jba  capable  of  that  crimci  as  to  pay  a  large  sum  of 

?  money 
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liaaey  ofc  «be  sappoMlHHi:  (an  mdifHity  wkwh  I  pMWt  I 
W«ald  net  hftv«  oftredi  to  ypuy  thoivgii  you  had  nefotkUBil  ikm 
iBfrtlcf  aad  gUen  th«  pffomiae  jpmridf,)  aiidyet  I  d»  not  find 
jstt  at  all  an^vy  wkh  tbem  wbea  they  tett  yon  tittir  opinioa 
of  yott  wilhottfe  scfufka  Oa  Ifttt  eantntfy,  you  pby  Mn. 
Bums  in  Ibe  kiadnl!  maanar,  which  ahcnrs  phiiily  tiiat  yaut 
honour ia sat lika Caaaar^B wife. Nay>  yausaem  aloaart  to<doiihl 
wlwther  yen  *  ndgkt  htg  the^fawmr  of  Mr,  Burns  to  miHyom 
at  ifourhatiim  m  Cmnm»  Skred;**  thttt.  i&y  you  humbly  sc^icit 
Mr  J  Boom,  to  do  joau  ikefEUfouraf  acoeptiti^^  your  asaUtanca 
iar  Iha  mcawary  al^  hia  lapney.  Aichfaiahop  iaudi  Ihoii^^  to 
dear  hkasdl  to.  poeterily  {rom  all  aapamoiB  xelatsre  to  papery^ 
by  iuestit^  m  hm diairy  his  nefuBal?  of  a  caidlnal^a  haft;.  Bofc 
pareanan^  tha  di»graae  kidoKUff  fined  on  him  by  the  offirv. 
**(  B^,  Burm  ha9  kmd  tkt.  atrtrngnt  tecommendatlions  from  per* 
Mna  qf  mdottbM  vertuity,  mtd  i  hciitv^  on  all  accawaitt  witit 
hefatmdito.  be  pcrfieelfy  capable  and  wotihy  the  en^hoj^ment/* 
Tha  ktbcr  ftam  MH.  Bofos  ta  yoor  does^  by  ixo  ineaii»  declam 

hm  tm  ha  aft  tdeaii.    Co1»nd '  (who»  you  forbear  to 

mntitm^  m  9:  mam,  of  aan^e^  and  w!dlL  acquainted  wi^  tJhar 
vnddL  K  ia  8jhi«j|g«t  tbeji  ahonli  aH  three  bdievr  ymi  capable 
of  ibia,  ^riiftB»  whiAh  '^  qf  aii  eiken  you  most  hokt  m  abhot^ 
'rqic^i'*  Mc  F^woah  Mn  BvidehaMr^  and  Iheir  poincipala^ 
a^8U|^Qgildto>ki|ow  aonnBlhiagof  maDandtbin0B,.and  thai» 
fi^  I  eoofkid^  they-  did  ^^  hebai a  ymi  cdooemed  in^  thb  ha** 
s^iaw:.  ItHHigh^lumd^rmuoblhat*  nai-bdieving  iu  bolh/the 
89prftta((V9a» should  wwit.  oiL;yau.fla  aaaioualy  about  ijt ;  bat  peiv> 
1^9^  tb^.  liity  thii^  that  when,  honaur  and  xvatioe  am  n&b 
tha  nilca)af  maaf »  aotiana,  thcn%  ianothing;  incredible  that  ma^p 
bfrioor  their  advaota^  But,.  Sic,  whatever  may  be  their  sen- 
tiai0nti,a£yc«i^  I  nuut  intraaib  you  totentertain-no  ntontment 
t09  mai.  mffi  a^iaiGn  of  y4»ir  charaotor  wnuULnenet  suffer  me 
ta  doubt  yowr  iramcenoe.  If  indeed  the  changa  of  oofruptacn 
faadilMbfamiiigfat  against  a  loiw  and^igoornitdchauchee,  whi^ 
VOL,  I.  O  ^i^**^"^ 
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i^ithout  the  gratificatioiw  and  cnjoyrocnte  of  a  gentleman^  ha^ 
wasted  a  noble  patrimwiy  amount  the  lowest  prostitutes; 
whose  necessities  had  driven  him  to  hawk  about  a  reversion  on 
the  moderate  terms  of  one  thousand  for  two  hundred ;  whose 
desperate  situation  had  made  him  renounce  his  principles  and 
desert  his  friends,  those  principles  and  those  friends  to  which 
he  stood  indebted  for  his  chief  support ;  who  for  a  paltry  con- 
sideration had  stabbed  a  dear  old  rmEND,  ai^d  violated  the 
sacred  rights  oT  that  grateful  country  that  continued  to  the 
son  the  reward  of  his  father's  services :  if  the  charge  had 
been  brought  against  such  an  one,  more  fit  to  receive  the  pub- 
tic  charity  than  to  be  trusted  with  the  pisi^osal  and  manage- 
ment of  the  public  money,  small  proof  would  have  been  suf- 
ficient ;  and  instead  of  considering  it  as  a  crime  the  most  to 
be  abhorred,  we  might  have  suflercd   corruption  to  pass 
amongst  the  yirtues  of  such  a  man.    But  yours.  Sir,  is  a  very 
dififerent  character,  and  situation.  In  the  clear  and  unincumber- ' 
ed  possession  of  the  paternal  estate  with  which  your  ancestors 
][)ttve4png  been  respectable ;  with  a  pension'  of  three  thousand, 
and  a  ^lace  of  one  thousand  a  year ; "  with  the  certain  prospect  • 
of  lord  Onslow's  large  fortune,  which  your  prudence  Will  not 
anticipate;  grateful  to  your  country,  faithful  to  your  connec- 
tions, and  firm  to  your  principles,  it  ought  to  be  as  difficult  to 
convict  you  of  corruption,  as  a  cardinal  of  fornication;  for' 
which  last  purpose,  by  the  canon  law,  no  less  than  seventy-two 
eye-witi^esses  are  necessary.    Tims,  Sir,  you  see  how  far  I  am 
from  casting  any  reflection  on  your  integrity:   however  if 
notwithstanding  all  I  have  said  you  are  still  resolved  to  try  tlie 
determination  of  a  jury,  take  one  piece  of  advice  firom  me : 
do  not  think  of  prosecuting  me  for  an  insinuation  :  alter  your ' 
charge  before  it  comes  upon  record,  to  prevent  its  being  done 
afterwards ;  for  though  lord  Mansfield  did  not  know  the  dif- 
ference betv^een  the  woi^dii  when  he  substituted  the  one  for  the' 
other,  we  all  know  very  well  now  that  it  is  the  tbNor  and  not 

the 
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the  PURPOKT  that  must  convict  for  alibel^  which  indeed  al- 
most every  student  in  the  law  knew  before. 

ANOTHER   FREEHOLDER   OP   SURRY. 

*  ■ 

The  names  of  lord  Hillsborough  and  Mr.  Pownal  havog 
been  introduced  mto  the  preceding  letter,  they  thought  proper 
to  deny  any  othf^r  knowledge  of  Mr.  Onslpw^s  supposed  turpi- 
tude, than  that  proceeding  from  common  report,  and  accord- 
mgly  inserted  the  following  letters  in  the  Public  Advertiser  on 
the-  day  after  their  respective  dates.  Long  as  this  note  is,  we 
cannot,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Onslow,  here  omit  them. 

TO  H.  S.  WOODFALL,     . 

PnrUercf  the  Public  Aisoertiscr. 
Having  observed,  in.  a  newspaper  of  the  38th  of  July 
last,  that  it  is  insinuated  that  I  have  been  the  detector  of  a  sup- 
posed  crime,  imputed  to  the  right  honourable  George  On- 
dowi  Esq.  I  do  think  it  an  act  of  common  justice  to  declare* 
in  this  public  manner,  that  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of  the  said 
supposed  crime,  and  of  all  circumstances  relative  to  it,  except 
that  I  have  heard  the  story  mentioned  in  common  conversation, 
and  constantly  treated  as  a  calumny  propagated  to  injure  Mr. 
Onslow^s  reputation. 
Hanover  Square,  HILLSBOROUGH. 

August  2,  1769. 

It  having  been  suggested  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
light  honourable  George  Chislow,  Esq.  published  in  a  news- 
paper dated  the  28th  of  J\ily  last,  that  I  was,  together  with 
Mr*  Bradshaw,  sent  to  Mr.  Onslow,  on  the  subject  of  a  scanda- 
lous transaction,  in  which  Mr.  Onslow  is,  in  the  said  .letter, 
stated  to  be  concerned;  it  is  become  necessary  for  me,  in 
justice,  to  that  gentleman,  to  declare,  that  I  never  was  sent  to 
Mr.,  Onslow,  on  that  or  any  other  occasion ;  but  having  heard 
this  story,  I  thought  it  but  common  justice  to  communicate,  it 
to  Mr.  Onslow,  which  I  did  through  the  channel  of  Mr.  Brad- 
shaw. J.  POWNAL. 
Whitehall  August  2,  1769. 

0  2  An 
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N^  6. 

The  spirit  of  your  letter'  ooaviBces 
me  tiiat  you  are  a  much  better  writer  than  mps^ 
9f  the  p?9pje  w)iP?e  wprkai  you  p^bUab?  Wi^ 
ther  you  toY«  gue^ed  wi^U  Qi^  iU  mu9t  be  left  to 
our  future  acquaiptaftcp.  Ffltr  the  matter  of 
assistance,  be  asiRiired  that,  if  a  question  should 
arise  upon  any  writings  of  mine,  you  shall  not 
wapt  itJ  Yet  you  spe  how  things  §p,  an4  I  fear 
m  %8si8tange  V9WW  f»P^  ay?i}  yp«  saucl^t  ^Ql 
Ihe  other  poii^t^  q£  printing,  2^e.  it  does  ^t  dea 
pendnipon  us  at  present.  My  own  wwks  you  shall 
cqpstantly  ]iaye,  and  in  point  qf  monpj,  be  ^.s-- 
sured  you  never  shall  suffer.     I  wifjji  t^^  m^ 

An  action  for  defamation  against  Mr.  Home;*  wu>iought 
by  Mr.  Onslow,  agreeably  to  his  menace,  and  the  damages 
Wfir«  W  %t  «if  lO,QftO,    ft  WW  tiie^  before  Me.  Jw^tice  Black- 

tl^f;  mo^  p^Wlf  bNei9g  iA^ii«4  ii;^  ^hf  xeo^,,  inftf^adof  tht 

yor^  ppfi^d.  Tl^e  pa^^  y[^  rfir^e»xi  beferq  lord  <^kf  j«VH 
tipe  l^^f^^  ^^  ^^  f^nf ui«g  $u|pi|^  AsMss^  bold  ^  QuMs 
&x4«  whfo  Mc^  QQd^w  wuR  again  oonsuiited^  The  tioal  iti. 
^Vgm^  Uk  hvift  cent  Mi^  Qndovir  upwaidn  of.  «f  IMA  in  cmz. 
W^m^  of  to  h»vii^  retained  att  the  prmey>al  cau^iset  upoa 

*  fll^  ^^bi^tfin^e  of  Mr.  WoodfaU's  reply  to  Private  lAmsu 
No.  3.  is  not  known. 


/• 


to  Ml  k. ».  WdGTOTALL  m 

<|0MA'  «6  b6  «fiiO(lil6ea  t6>«t<brf01t  eoMptoMtshf 

Your  MettAf 

c. 

tmc  ViriarcttS  *  U  Mf.  "(VhltWorth.    1  dSsttf ft 
70a  I  have  hot  eoA^d^d  itt  Mtti. 


.  .  IhaMs  bt^ft^Mfoe  da^ls  in  like  cotm^ 
tt^^  MaA  cdtM  not  colivenisn^  itAd  £br  yoaf 
letMEP  itttil  thift  jiigbt.  Yooit  corcoctioQ  ^M«  pcr^ 
fti^tl;  tig&l^  Ute  itmse  ngiHrtd  it^  aftd'I  MH 
much  obUged  to  you.  When  I  spoke  of  itimfmi^ 
rdble  hhmitd^  I  meant  Newberry's  pamphlet ; 
for  I  must  confess  that  upon  the  whole  your 
papers  are  very  correctly  pfkited. 

Do  with  my  letters  exactly  what  you  please. 
I  should  think  that,  t6  m&Vto  a  better  figure  than 
Newberry,  some  others  of  my  kttect  may  be 
added^  and  fio  throw  out  a  hint,  thiat  you  have 
r^easfOQ  to  suspect  they  ar»a  by  the  same  author. 

•  Junius,  Letter  xx.  past,  p.  553. 
*  Veridicus  was  a  frequent  writer  jn  tbe  Public  Advertiser, 
ifltheyew  \'t(t9,  scad,  ^  alfeftdy  observed  in  the  I^rrfiroUiary 
Enay,  was  Richard  Whitwortb^  Esq.  M.  P.  for  Stafford. 
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If  you  adopt  this  plan,  I  shall  point  out  those^ 
which  I  would  recommend ;  for  you  know;  I  do 
not,  nor  indeed  have  I  time  to  gi^e  equal  care  to 
them  alL 

I  know  Mr.  Onslow  perfectly.  He  is  a  false 
silly  feUow.  Depend  upon  it  he  will  get  nothing 
but  shame  by  contending  with  Home '. 

I  believe  I  need  not  assure  you,  that  I  have 
never  written  in  any  other  paper  since  I  began 
with  yours.  As  to  Junius,  I  must  wait  for  fresh 
matter,  as  this  is  a  character  which  must  be  kept 
up  with  credit.  Avoid  prosecutions  if  you  can; 
but,  above  all  things,  avoid  the  Houses  of  Par- 
liament,—there  is  no  contending  with  them.  At 
present  you  are  safe,  for  this  House  of  Com- 
mons has  lost  all  dignity,  and  dare  not  do  any 
thing. 

*    Adieu, 

a 


(Private) 

'-  .  <  .  ■  •  •     •      . 

SIR,  Sept.  10,  1769. 

The  last  letter  you  printed  was  idle 
and  improper,  and  I  assure  you  printed  against 

"  This  contest  is  already  related  in  the  note  to  Private  Let- 
ter, No.  5. 
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my  own  opinion  \  The  truth  is,  there  are  peo- 
ple about  me,  whom  I  would-  wish  not  to  con- 
tradict, and  who  had  rather  see  Junius  in  the 
papers  ever  so  improperly  than  not  at  all.  I  wish 
it  could  be  recalled.  Suppose  you  were  to  say-^ 
We  have  some  reason  to  suspect  that  the  last  letter 
signed  Junius  in  this  paper ^  was  not  written  by' 
the  real  Junius^  though  the  observation  escaped  us 
at  the  time :  or,  if  you  can  hit  off  any  thing  your- 
self  more  plausible,  you  will  much  oblige  me,  but 
without  a  positive  assertion*  Don*t  let  it  be  the 
same  day  with  the  enclosed.  B^ging  your 
pardon  for  this  trouble,  I  remain  your  fidend  and 
humble  servant,  _ 


N^9. 


(Private)    - 
ciB  ,  Friday  night,  Sept.  15,  1769. 

I  BEG  you  will  to-morrow  advertise 
Junius  to  another  duke  in  our  nea^t\  If  Mon- 
day's  paper  be  engaged,  then  let  it  be  for  Tues- 

■  It  occurs  in  the  Miscellaneous  Letter,  No.  lix.  Vol.  HI. 
p.  218.  In  the  genuine  edition  it  was  omitted  for  the  reason 
which  the  author  has  here  specified 

*  This  note  accompanied  the  letter  to  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  Junius,  No.  xxm.  post,  p.  571,  and  was  announced 
agreeably  to  the  above  request  in  the  Public  Advertiser  for 
September  18, 1769. 
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tby^  but  not  advertisad  tiQ  Mohdajr.  Ymi  th$ll 
have  it  sMie  time  tDonorrow  night.  It  cannot 
be  (XHTected  and  copied  noimr,  I  moM  to 
Mdce  it  wor&  printing. 


■  1'  "  '*'■» 


Yourf> 

C. 


Jhm9i<^  nigk,  (k4.  4k,  Ilea. 

I  ttaiOih  he  ghd  ^  aee  the  pacquet 
yon  ipeak  of \  ft  camKHt  cc»n6  itoax  the  Cavea* 
dadies^  43ban^  tber«  be  no  Qnd  of  the  family* 
99»7  wonld  notice  w  sijly  a^  to  {)ut  theirarms  on 
the  cover.  As  to  me,  be  assured  that  it  is  tK>t  in 
the  nature  of  things,  that  they,  or  you,  or  any 
body  else  should  ever  know  me,  unless  I  make 
myself  known.  All  arts  or  enquiries,  or  rewards 
would  be  equally  ineffectual. 

As  to  youj  it  is  clearly  tny  opinion,'  that  you 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  duke  of  Be^BRxrd. 
I  reserve  some  things^  expresidy  ta  awe  him,  in 
case  he  should  think  of.  bringing  you  beforo  tbe 
House  of  Lords. — I  am  sure  I  can  threaten  him 
privately  with  such  a  storm,  as  would  make  him 
tremble  even  in  his  grave.  You  may  send  to- 
morrow to  the  same  place  without  farther  notice; 
and  if  yon  have  any  thing  of  yoar  owa  to  com- 
miinicate,  I  shall  be  gkd  to  hear  it. 

G 

'  'Hie  nature  of  this  communication  if  not  kti4wa^ 


r* 
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SM 


I^  11. 

I  HAVE  been  out  of  town  th^se  three 
weeks,  and,  though  I  got  your  last,  could  not 
conveniently  answer  it.  Be  so  good  as  to  signify 
to  A.  B.  C,  either  by  word  of  mouth,  or  in  your 
own  hand,  <^  that  his  papers  are  received,  and 
that  l/should  have  been  ready  to  do  him  th^ser« 
vice  he  desires ;  but  at  present  it  would  be  quite 
useless  to  the  parties,  and  might,  offend  some 
persons  who  must  not  be  olFended.^  As  to  Mr.r 
Mortimer  \  only  make  him  some  civil  excuse. 

I  should  be^  much  obliged  to  you,  if  you 
would  reprint  (and  in  the  .front  page,  if  not  im* 
proper  or  inconvenient)  a  letter  in  the  London 
Evening  Post '  of  last  night,  to  the  duke  of 
Grafton  \  Xf  it  had  not  been  antic^ated,  I 
should  liave  touched  upon  the  subject  myself. 
However,  it  is  not  ill,  done,  and  it  is  very  mate* 
rial  that  it  should  spread.  The  person  alluded 
to  is  lord  Denbigh.  I  should  think  you  might 
venture  him  with  a  J3.     As  it  stands  few  people 


'  Mr.  Marlimer  was  either  at  this  time,  or  shortly  after- 
wards, employed  by  Mr.  Woodfallto  procure  intelligence  for 
die  PubKc  Advertiser. 

^St^  MisGdhuMouaXtfttor,  No^  taci.  Vol.  in.  {k  929. 
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cap  guess  who  is  meant.  The  only  thing  that 
hinders  my  pushing  the  subject  of  my  last  letter, 
is  really  the  fear  of  ruining  that  poor  devil 
Gransel,  and  those  other  blockheads. — ^But  as 
soon  as  a  good  subject  offers. — ^Your  types  reaUy 
wanted  mending. 


N^  12. 

SIB,  Nop.  12, 1769. 

I  RETURN  you  the  letters  you  sent  me 
yesterday.  A  man  who  can  neither  write  com- 
mon English,  nor  spell,  is  hardly  worth  attending 
to.  It  is  probably  a  trap  for  me,  I  should  be 
glad,  however,  to  know  what  the  fool  means.  If 
he  ¥nrites  again,  open  his  letter,  and  if  it  contains 
any  thing  worth  my  knowing,  send  it :  other- 
wise not.  Instead  of  C.  in  the  usual  place,  say 
only  A  Letter  when  you  have  occasion  to  write 
to  me  again.-— I  shall  understand  you. 


N°  13. 


Thursday,  Nov.  16,  1769. 

As  I  do  not  chuse  to  answer  for  any 
body's  sins  but  my  own,  I  must  desire  you  to 


TO  MR.  H.  S.  WOODFALL.  MB 

say  to-morrow,  ^^  We  caa  assure  the  Public  that 
the  letter,  signed  A.  B.  relative  to  the  duke  ot 
Rutland,  is  not  written  by  the*  author  of  Ju- 
nius*." 

I  sometimes  change  my  signature,  but  could 
have  no  reason  to  change  the  paper,  especially 
for  one  that  does  not  circulate  half  so  much  as 
yours. 

C. 

For  the  future,  open  all  letters  to  me,  and 
don^t  send  them,  unless  of  importance.-— I  can 
give  you  light 'about  Veridicus\ 


N^  14. 

Sunday,  Dec.  10,  ll6^« 

I  WOULD  wish  the  paper  (No.  2.)  might 
be  advertised  for  Tuesday'. 

By  way  of  intelligence  you  may  inform  the 
public  that  Mr.  T>e  La  Fontaine,  Jbr  his  secret 

'  See  Miscellaneous  Letter,  No.  lxi.  Vol.'  III.  p.  323,  and 
note*  appended;  to  it.     . 

*  Sec  note  £o  Private  Letter,  No.  6. 

^  The  pap«r  here  referred  to  is  the  letter  of  Junius^  No. 
xxxtv.  Vol.  IL  p.  54.  The  ensuing  intelligence  was  published 
^verbally  in  the  Public  Advertiser  of  the  next  day,  Ike,  H.  . 


Mnicesin  Ske  jUhj^in  appoinled  BATracb«nistar 
io  the  Savoy» 

I  hope  A.  J&  C.  hfts  got  hii  piipeit  agaiii% 


W  15. 

< 
SU,  I^m&cr  12/  1769. 

Ycm 4lla}r  fell  Mc.  A.  B.  C.  thail  did 
i^ceire  ihia  letbtt  till  test  nighty  ftid  hav«  n^ 
had  time  to  look  into  the  ptpw  «tm«i«d.  I  m%» 
not  at  present  understand  what  use  I  can  make 
of  it.  It  certainly  shall  not  be  an  ungenerous  one 
to  him.  If  he  or  his  counsel  kncm  how  to  act^  I 
have  saved  him  alretdjr,  ^and  really  without  in« 
tending  it. — The  facts  are  all  literally  true.  Mr. 
Hine'd  place  19  customer  at  the  port  of  Exeter. 
Colonel  Bui^yne  received  4O00L  for  it  To 
mend  the  matter,  the  mooey  was  raised  h/  coi^ 
tribution,  and  the  subscnbers  quartered  «pon 
Ids.  Hiae.  Amox^  tke  r«st^  one  doctinr  Biook, 
a  physician  at  Exeter,  has  100/.  a  year  out  of 
the  fuisLTy.  I  -think  yon,  might  give  these  parti- 
culars in  your  own  way  to  the  puWk '«    Am  to 

*  TIrt  Uietaf  trttt  giv^ft  to  Bie  ftmt  by  Jtjil Jtt*  Umi4f^  in 
tuiiet  itttt^.  Vbl.  II.  p.  M,  Md  «ft  iflOedl  Mudl«d  lf« 
mete  tfnn  onee  inltfi  ^^tH»t  tetters. 
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jouraelf,  I  am  convinoed  the  ministiy  will  not 
venture  to  attack  you.  They  dare  not  submit  to 
such  an  enquiry.  If  they  do,  shew  no  fear,  but 
tell*  them  plainly  you  will  justify,  and  subpoenft 
Mr*  .Il>ni@»  Burgoyne,  and  Bradshaw-  of  the 
Trewiuy-r«tb*^  will  nlence  thew  »t  once. — As 
tft  t;h«  IJgaise  of  ComnwoM  th^e  way  he  mov^ 

^9V^er«  iint  ^veo  th^e  I  im  ivilly  satjUfietd  ^9 
ministry  yiUl  e^ert  Ui^ma^vei^  to  qiush  m^\x  m 
n<myx  9»d  w  the  oth^r  side,  you  wU  h»xi$ 
frieiMl*;-™-'bHif  th?y  l»ve  Ije^n  so  growJiy  ahuw4 
m  %U  ^d^siit  tb«t  they  \^  j^dly  b«t{in  witiii 

X^P  A»  9»  C  Wf  pftp?r  *»U  \fi.  re^tunw^* 

I  ^U(n  »QW  P^tK<^ng  %  cs^l^,  and  l  hcqpd  •> 

«]^  pi?c^  j'^yw  »fe»U  hew  <?C  it  *!W^»v 


MH* 


NO  16. 

jPtfc.  1^,  1769; 

read  maternal :  it  is  in  the  aix&<  pAntgiapb  % 
The  rest  is  exeeHently  done. 

*  He  refers  to  the  telter  to  the  King,  Junius,  No.  axxn    • 


*  Jjetter  to  the  King,  Junius,  No.  xxxv.  VoK  II.  p.  60, 
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NM7.    .■ 

'    SIR,  Otc.  26,  1T69. 

'     With  the  enclosed  dltei^tions  I  should 

* 

think  our  paper  might  appear'.  As  to  em- 
bowelling,  do  whatever  you  think  proper,  pro- 
vided you  leave  it  intelligible  to  vulgar  capa- 
cities ;  but  would  not  it  be  the  shortest  way  at 
once  to  print  it,  in  an  anonymous  pamphlet  ? 
judge  for  yourself.  I  enter  sincerely  into  the 
anxiety  of  your  situation.  At  the  same  time  I  am 
strongly  inclined  to  think  that  you  will  not  be 
called  upon*.  They  caniiot  do  it  without  sub- 
jecting Hine's  a^r  to  an  inquiry,  which  would 
be  worse  than  death  to  the  minister.  As  it  is, 
they  are  more  seriously  stabbed  with  this  last 
stroke  than  all  the  rest. — At  any  rate,  stand 

*  This  paper  is  supposed  to  have  been  totally  suppressed^ 
the  alterations  introduced  into  it,  not  having  perhaps  satisfied 
the  Printer  of  his  safety  in  publishing  it,  as  the  signal  of  a 
private  communication  from  him  to  the  author  appeared  in 
the  P.  A.  of  the  next  day. 

*  The  Printer  was  threatened  by  the  Minister  with  a  pro- 
secution for  publishing  the  letter  of  Junius,  No.  xxxiii. 
VoL  IL  p.^,  and  the  Court,  of  King's  Bench  was  actually 
moved  on  his  behalf;  but  probably  for  the  reason  mentioned 
above,  the  threat  was  never  executed.  ^ 
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firm — (1  mean  with  all  the  humble  appearances 
of  contrition)-r-if  you  trim  or  £iulter,  you  \vill 
lose  fiiends  without  gaining  others.  A.  B.  C.  has 
done  right  in  publishing  his  letter.  It  defends 
him.  more  eflfectually  than  all  his  nonsense.--*- 
I  believe..!  shall  give  him  a  lift,  for  I  really 
think  he  has  been  punished  infinitely  beyond  his 
merits. — I  doubt  much  whether  I  diaU  ever  have. 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  you ;  but  if  things  take 
the  turn  I  expect,  you  ^hall  know  mebyrmf 
works* 

C. 


N^  18. 


(Private) 
SIR,  Jan.  12,  1770. 

I  DESiBED  A.  B.  C.  not  to  write  to  me 
until  I  gave  him  notice.  He  must  therefore  blame 
himself,  if  the  detention  of  his  papers  has  been, 
inconvenient  to  him.  Pray  tell  him  this,  and 
that  he  shall  have  them  in  a  day  or  two.  I 
shafi  -also  keep  my  promise  to  him%  but  to  do 
it  immediately  ^ould  be  useless  to  hirh^  and  un- 

adviseable  with  respect  to  myself.,    I  believe 

•     ■    •    ■         ...  .     ) 

^.See  JuKiUs,  Nos.  xxxiu.  and  xxxvi.  Vol.  II.  pagtes  53  and 
M,  fcr  an  ezplanatidQ  of  the  fact  and  papers  here  referred  to. 
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j(»u  nay^  banislL  your  ifeaa.  The  iaferioalkin  ^ 
yfnUk  only  he  for  a  miaianee^ouF,  aand  I  am  ad* 
vised  that  bo  jurfv  eq^ectalfy  m  these  ttmea^ 
wfll  £nd  it*  I  ausfieck  tibe  cbapiiely  t^eugii 
ifvhioh  yoa  have  your  intdUi^tiee.  It  will  be 
earned  on  cgidfy..  You  mqst  not  write  to  me 
9gsisky  trot  be  attiured  I  wiU  nenor  deseit  you* 
I  feoeiYed  your  letten  regularly^  buib  it  wa»  ^n^ 
potsibk  to  answev  thei«  aoanef.  ¥00  idia&)ieaiP 
fifoia  me  agaui  flbodrtif; 


N^  19. 

(Private) 
SIB,  Beginning  of  Feb.  1770. 

When  you  (^nstder  to  what  excessive 
enmities  I  may  be  exposed,  you  will  not  wonder 
at  my  caution.  I  really  have  not  known  how  to 
procure  your  last.  If  it  be  not  of  any  great  mo-> 
nent  I  wouW  wish  you  to^  recsdft  it.  If  it  be, 
gfre  me  a  hhifc  If  your  afikir  sfaouM  coaie  to  a 
trial*,  and  yoa  should  be  fbund  guihy,  yon  will* 
then  let  me  know  what  expense  fidls  particularll;^ 

Junius,  No.  Mpj^.  fer  tteipwJi«.yJafBf9f  wJt^i^h  §^*ft wUw'^ 
Ptefi^<Qe,  and  no^e^  appended  to  it,  past,  p.  3d4. 
' '  Hie  tri^  reibrred  to  i^  stated  more  iblty  in  another  part 
of  this  publication,  and  alludes  to.  an  information  filed  by  the 
AttgiPt ji  ftwpoal,  ie-cgweifttditfxe  oidM^pMlen'ii^liaWiig'pub- 
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on  ybm'sdf ;  for  I  understand  you  are  engaged 
witii  other  proprietors.    Some  way  or  other  you 
shall  be  reimbursed.     But  seriously  and  bond 
,Jidey  I  think  it  is  impossible. 

N<^  20. 

About  Feb,  14,1770. 

I  HAVB  carefully  perused  the  informa- 
tion \  It  is  so  loose  and  ill-drawn,  that  I  am 
persuaded  Mr.  De  Grey  could  not  have  had  a 
hand  in  it.  Their  inserting  the  whole,  proves 
they  had  no  strong  passages  to  fix  on.  I  still 
think  it  will  not  be  tried.  If  it  should,  it  is  not 
possible  for  a  jury  to  find  you  guilty. 


NO  21. 

Saturday,  March  17,  1770; 

To-morrow  before  twelve  you  shaH 
have  a  Junius,  it  will  be  absolutely  neoessary 
that  it  should  be  published  on  Monday. 

lished  the  letter  of  Junius  to  the  King,  No.  xxxv.  Vol.  II.  p. 
68.  The  copy  of  the  inforaitttioti  was  pnycund  ia  HSary 
mm,  1970,  and  the  trial  took  place  at  Guild^dl,  June  13th 
following.  The  costs  to  the  printer  in  defending  hioMelf, 
though  ultknatdy  successful,  amounted  to  about  IM.  asome- 
wfaat  heavy  fine  .for  a  person  not  found  guilty. 

'  The  ii^nnalion  here  referred  to,  is  that  noticed  in  the  note 
td  the  preceding  letter. 

VOL,  r.  P 
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Would  it  be  posrible  to  give  notice  of  it  to- 
night or  to-moiTow,  by  a  dispersing  a  few  hand* 
bills  ?  Fray  do  whatever  you  think  will  answer 
this  purpose  best,  for  now  is  Hie  crisis  V 

C. 


N^  22. 

Sunday,  March  1 8,  1770. 

This  letter  is  written  wide,  and  I  sup* 
pose  will  not  fill  two  columns*  For  God's  sake 
let  it  appear  to-morrow.  I  hope  you  received 
my  note  of  yesterday. 

Lord  Chatham  is  determined  to  go  to  the 
Hall  to  support  the  Westminster  remonstrance*. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  we  shall  conquer  them  at 
last. 

c: 

'  The  letter  referred  to,  is  Junius,  No.  zxxvii.  Vol.  II.  p. 
104. 

^Agmtd  upon  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  electees  of  the 
dty  wa4  libeFty  of  Weftminiaiteri  assembled  in  Westmixuter 
Hall,  March  38, 1770,  in  consequence  of  their  petition  to  his 
Mflyes^,  requesting  him  to  dissolve  the  Parliament  which  had 
tspcUed  Mr.  Wilkes,  having  been  rejeoted.  The  following  is 
a  oopy  of  the  remonitranGe:'^ 

"  The  humble  address,  remonstrance*  and  petition  of  tlie  dee- 
ton  of  Uie  city  and  liberty  of  Westminster,  assembled  in 
Wcitminster  Hall  the  98th  day  of  March,  1770. 
"We,  your  Majesty's  moat  du&iiul  and  loyd  tubjeeta,  Uie 
aleettiii  of  the  dty  and  liberty  of  Westminster,  havmg  already 
presented  our  humble,,  but  inefiectual,  application  to  the  thrann, 

find 
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fiiad  ovndvei,  bj  tbt  mwodhict  «f  y«itr  Abjtttj't  miiiitter«» 
in  Qcmiedsney  with,  many  of  our  reprttcntafciYei,  redoeed  to 
the  neccMity  of  mgain  breaking  in  by  our  oonnplBints  upon  your 
Majesty's  rgpose,  or  of  acquiescing  under  grievances  so  mbw 
and  so  ixomBiTANT,  that  none  but  those  irtio  patiently  sobntti 
to  them,  can  deserve  to  sofier  then. 

''By  the  same  $ecrei  and  tmhappy  influence  to  which  aH  our 
grievances  have  been  originally  owing^  the  redress  of  tlMiae 
grievances  has  been  now  prevented;  and  the  grievances  them* 
sdves  have  been  repeatedly  confirmed ;  with  this  jaddittonal 
circwEttstttice  of  aggravation^  tiial  whtfe  the  invaders  of  our 
rights  remain  the  directors  of  your  Mijesty's  councils,  die  de* 
ienders  of  those  rights  have  been  dinnisaed  from  your  Ma- 
jesty's service— your  Miyesty  having  be^i  advised  by  your 
ministers  to  remove  from  his  employment  for  his  vote  in  P^- 
liament,  the  highest  officer  of  the  kw ;  because  his  principlea 
suited  iQ  with  theirs,  and  his  pure  distribution  of  justice  with 
their  corrupt  administration  of  it  in  the  House  of  Commons* 

"We  beg  leave,  therefore,  again  to  represent  to  your  Ma- 
jesty, that  the  House  of  Commons*  have  struck  at  the  most 
vahiable  liberties  and  franchises  of  all  the  electors  of  .Great  Bri- 
tain;  and  by  assuming  to  themselves  a  right  of  chunng,  instead 
of  recdving  a  member  when  chosen,  by  transferring  to  the  re- 
presentative what  belonged  to  the  constituent,  they  have  tdea^ 
off  from  the  dignity,  and,  we  fear»  inured  -the  authority  of 
Fsiliamettt  ttsdf. 

«'We  presume  again  therefore  humbly  to  implore  from 
your  Ms^esty,  the  only  remedies  which  are  any  way  propev* 
ti<med  to  the  nature  of  the  evil :  that  you  would  be  graciwM^ 
plsttcd  to  dismss  for  ever  Mm  your  councfls^  those  ministiBfB 
who  are  iU-suited  by  their  dispositions  to  preserve  the  p«inci-> 
flea  of  a  free,  or  by  thttr  capacities  to  direct  the  councib 
of  a  great  and  mighty  kingdom;  and  that  by  speedily  diasolv« 
^  the  present  Parliament,  your  Majesty  will  shew,  by  your 
<PWn  example,  and  by  their  dissolution,  that  the  rights  of  your 
people  are  to  be  inviohUe,  and  that  you  wSl  never  necessital^ 

P  3  so 
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80  many  injured,  and,  by  sach  treatment,  e»i8pei;ated8ufa$e€U 
to  continue  fo  commit  the  care  of  their  intereats  to  those 
from  whom  they  must  withdraw  their  confidence;  to  repose 
dieir  invaluable  privileges  in  the  hands  of  those  who  lave  sa- 
crificed them ;  and  their  trust  in  those  who  have  betrayed  it; 

"  Your  subjects  lookup  with  satisfaction  to  the  powers  which 
the  constitution  has  vested  in  your  Majesty— for  it  is  upon 
Aem  that  Aey  have  placed  their  last  dependance,  and 
they  trust,  that  the  right  of  dissohring  parliaments,  which  has, 
under  former  princes,  so  often  answered  the  purposes  of 
power,  may  ui»ier  your  Majesty  prove  an  happy  instrument 
of  liberty. 

«  We  find  ourselves  compelled  to  urge  with  the  greater  im- 
portunity, this  our  humble  but  earnest  application  to  the. 
throne,'  as  every  day  seems  to  produce  the  confirmation  of 
some  old,  or  to  threaten  the  introduction  of  some  new  injury. 
-^Wc  have  the  strongest  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  usur- 
pation begun  by  the  House  of  Commons  upon  the  right  of 
electing,  may  be  extended  to  the  right  of  petitioning;  and 
that  under  the  pretence  of  restraining  the  abuse  of  this  right, 
it  is  meant  to  bring  into  disrepute,  and  to  intimidate  us  from 
tbe  exercise  of  the  right  itself. 

•  *'  But  whatever  may  be  the  purposes  of  others,  your  Ma- 
jesty bath,  in  your  answer  to  the  city  of  London,  most  gra^ 
ciov&ly  declared,  that  you  are  always  ready  to  receive  the  re* 
quests,  and  to  listen  to  the  complaints  qf  your  subjects.  Your. 
Majesty  condescends  fikewise  to  esteem  it  a  duty  to  secure  to 
ihem  thei  free  er^oyment  ef  those  rights  which  your  family  were 
Cfilled  to  drfend, 

«  "We  rely,  therefore,  upon  the  Royal  word  thus  given,  that 
our  grievances  will  meet  with  full  redress,  and  our  complunts 
with  the  most  favourable  interpretation — ^that  your  Majesty 
will  never  considei:  the  arraignment  of  your  ministers  as  a  dis- 
respect to  your  person;  a  chai^  con&ied,  by  the  very  terms^ 
of  it,  to  this  House  of  Commons,  as  injurious  to  Pai^liament  at 
large  (the  constitution  of  which  we  admire,  and  the  abuse  of 

which 
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N°  23. 

(Private) 

Friduff  Mom.  Oct.  \9,  HIO. 

By  your  affected  silence  V  you  encou- 
rage an  idle  opinion  that  I  am  the  author  of  the 
Whig* J  &c.  though  yoii  very  well  know  the  con- 
trary.     I  neither  admire  the  writer  lior  his  idok 

I  hope  you  will  soon  set  this  matter  right. 

C- 

which  is  the  very  thing  we  lament);  or  a  request  for  the  dis- 
solution  of  Parliament,  which  your  suhjects  have  a  right  to 
make,  and  ^our  Majesty  to  grant,  as  irreconcileable  tQ  the  priri' 
ciples  of  the  constitution.** 

■ "  The  Printer  really  did  not  affect  a  silence  on  a  certain 
OCCASION,  with  a  view  of  encouraging  his  readers  or  corres- 
pondents in  an  idle  opinion :  the  motives  for  his. conduct  were, 
the  fear  of  being  thought  impertinent  by  declaring  (without 
direction)  what  he  knew ;  and  the  probability  of  rendering 
himself  liable  to  incur  the  displeasure  of  either  of  those  who 
were  pleased  to  favour  him  with  their  correspondence/'— ^An- 
swer to  Correspendentfi,  Oct.  ^&,  1770.  * 

*  This  letter  was  printed  in  the  Public  Advertiser  under  the 
signature  of  a  Whig  and  an  Englishman,  Oct.  II,  1770,  and 
refers  chiefly  to  the  American  Stamp  Act,  and  the  opinion  of 
lord  Chatham,  whom  the  author  panegyrized  in  very  warm 
terms.  The  same  writer  had  already  ^kiblished  several  other 
letters  in  the  same  name :  and  the  Printer,  in  compliance  with 
the  request  of' Junius,  gave  the  following  notice: — 

"Oc/oftcr  20. 

* 

"The  Printer  thinks  it  his  duty  to  declare,  that  the  Letters 
which  have  appeared  in  this  paper  under  the  signature  of  a 
Whig  and  an  Englishman,  were  not  written  by  the  author  of 
those  signed  Junius.'' 
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N»  24. 

SIR*  Monday  Eoenuigs  Nov,  12, 1770« 

The  enclosed  %  though  begun  withm 
these  ftw  days,  has  been  greatly  laboured*  It 
is  very  correctly  copied,  and  I  beg  you  wiU 
take  care  that  it  be  literally  printed  as  it  stands, 
I  donH  think  you  run  the  least  risque.  We  have 
got  the  rascal  down,  let  us  strangle  him  if  it  be 
possible.  Thia  paper  should  properly  have  ap* 
peared  to-morrow,  but  I  could  not  compass  it, 
so  let  it  be  announced  to-morrow,  and  printed 
Wednesday.  If  you  should  have  any  fears,  I 
entreat  you  ta  send  it  early  enough  to  Miller,  to 
appear  to-morrow  night  in  the  tx>ndon  Evening 
Post.  In  that  case,  you  will  oblige  me  by  in« 
ferming  the  Public  to-morrow,  in  ^aur  own  fo* 
per^  that  a  real  Junius  will  appear  at  n^ht  in 
the  London.-— 'Miller,  I  am  sure,  will  have  no 
scruples. 

Lord  Mansfield  has  thrown  ministrjr  into 
confusion,  by  suddenly  resigning  the  office  <£ 
Speaker  of  the  Hduse  of  Lords. 

'  Letter  xli.  Junius  to  the  Right  liffsu  Lord  MtasfieUU  See 
Vol  11.  p.  159- 
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N^  25. 

I  6HALL  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  your 
fiiend  at  6uiidhall«-~Ydu  may,  if  yott  thii& 
proper,  give  my  compliments  to  him,  and  tell 
liim»  if  it  be  posable,  I  will  make  use  of  any 
materials  he  gives  me.  I  will  never  rest  till 
I  have  destroyed  or  es|>eUed  that  wretch»— »I 
mA  yoa  joy  of  yeatecday.— "The  fellow  truckles 
aIready^ 

C. 


N^  26. 

Fridi^,  1  o'clock,  Dec.  1,  1770. 

I  WISH  it  were  possible  for  you  to  print 
the  enclosed  to-morrow^.— Observe  the  Italics 
strietfy  where  they  are  marked.    l¥by  don't  I 

*  On  tbe  outside  of  this  note  was  written,  ''the  enclosed 
strikes  deeper  thaa  you  may  imagine.  C/'  The  Letter  here 
referred  to,  is  printed  in  the  Miscellaneons  CoUeciion,  No. 
ucKviii.  Yd.  III.  p.  880,  aad  is  siibserilied  Te$ikuhm. 

*  in  aUusion  to  the  nnantmons  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
King'a  Bench,  on  the  verdict  for  printing  the  Letter  to  the 
King,  given  Nov.  20tb,  1770}  by  which  lord  Mansfidd  lost 
his  ol)|ec|,  and  the  Printer  was  granted  a  new  trial. 

*  The  paper  here  referred  to,  is  MisoeUaneous  Letter,  No* 
upox.  Vol.  IIL  pt  388,  signed  DomtHm,  and  was  printed  as 
requested* 


^ 
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hear  from  GuildhaU.<-^If  he  trifles  with  me,  he 
shall  hear  of  it'. 

C. 


SIR, 


N°  27. 

January  2, 1771. 

I  HAVE  received  your  mysterious  ep^ 
tie.  I  dare  say  a  letter  may  sa&ly  be  left  at  the 
same  place  i  but  you  may  chaise  the  direction 
to  Mr.  John  Fretly.  You  need  not  advertise 
it.  Yours, 

C. 


■  Nr28.    - 

Jan.  16,  1771, 

You  may  assure  the  Public  that  a  squa- 
dron of  four  ships  of  the  line  is  ordered  to  be 
got  ready  with  aUpimiile  ^pedition  for  the  East 
Indies.  Itis  to  be  commanded  by  Commodore 
Spry.  Without  regarding  the  language  of  ig- 
norant or  interested  people,  depend  upon  the 
assurance  /  give  you,  that  every  nian  in  admi- 
nistration looks  upoii  war  as  inevital^le\ 

'  The  allusion  is  to  a  communication  between  thewTiti^ 
mid  Mr.  Wilkes,  which  had  been  promised  by  the  latter,  but 
had  not  been  at  this  time  received. 

*  Insetted  in  the  Public  Advertiser,  January  17>  nearly  in 
the  same  words^  The  predicted  war,  however,  did  not  fol- 
low. 
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W  29. 

Thursday,  Jan.  31,  1771. 

The  paper  is  extremely  well  printed, 
and  has  a  great  effect'.— rlt  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  public  cause  that  the  doors  of 
the.  House  of  Lords  should  be  opened  on  Tues^ 
day  next.  Perhaps  the  following  may  help  to 
shame  them  into  it* 

We  hear  ^  that  the  ministry  intend  to  move 
for  opening  the  doors  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, on  Tuesday  next,  in  the  usual  manner, 
being  desirous  that  the  nation  should  be  exactly 
informed  of  their,  whole  conduct  in  the  business 
of  Falkland  Island. 

low,  but  tiife  preparation  was  actually  made  in  the  full  belief, 
on  the  part  of  the  cabinet  themselves,  that  they  would  be 
compelled  to  go  to  war,  by  the  existing  temper  of  the  people, 
irritated  by  the  dishonourable  negotiation  concerning  the  Spa- 
nish seizure  of  Falkland  Islands,  and  that  they  should  be  ac- 
cused of  indolence,  and  even  cowardice,  by  the  approaching 
Parliament.  The  session  opened  only  four  days  afterwards, 
and  the  question  of  hostilities  was  so  much  upon  a  balance, 
that  in  the  Lower  House  not  fewer  than  159  members  divided 
igainst  the  Minister,  upoii  the  address  of  thanks  and  appro- 
bation. 

*  It  refers  to  Junius,  No.  xlii.  For  the  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject alluded  to,  see  the  Letter,  and  the  notes  subjoined  to  it. 
Vol.  n.  p.  188 ;  as  also  Miscellaneous  Letter,  No.  uoocvui.  and 
the  note  in  explanation,'  Vol.  IIL  p«  3S4. 


918 


PRIVATE  LETTEBS  OF  JUNIUS 


(Next  DayO 

The  nation  expect,  that  on  Tuesday  next  at 
least,  both  Houses  will  be  open  as  usual}  other- 
wise there  will  be  too  much  reason  to  suspect, 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  ministry  have  been 
such  as  will  not  bear  a  public  discussion. 

We  hear  that  the  ministry  intend  to  move, 
that  no  gentleman  may  be  refused  admittance 
into  either  House  on  Tuesday  next.  Lord 
North  in  particular  thinks  it  touches  his  charac- 
ter, to  have  no  part  of  his  conduct  concealed 
from  the  nation. 

The  resolution  of  the  ministry  to  move  for 
opening  both  Houses  on  Tuesday  next  doei» 
them  great  honour.  If  they  were  to  do  other- 
wise, it  would  raise  and  justify  suspicions  very 
disadvantageous  to  their  own  reputation^  and  to 
the  King's  honour. 

Pray  keep  it  up.  C 


N^  30. 

6IR,  Tuesday  Noon,  Feb.  5,  177K 

I  nm  not  receive  your  letter  until  thia 
day.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  what  you  have 
to  communicate. 


C. 


You  need  not  advertise  any  notice. 


■r  V. 


TO  MIL  H.  S.  WOODFALL. 


m 


N^  31. 

(Private) 

Monday,  Ptb.lh  11'^ U 

OuE  correspondence  is  attended  with 
difficulties.  Yet  I  should  be  glad  to  see  the  pa-^ 
pn  yoa  mention.  Let  it  be  left  to-morrow  witk^ 
(nU  jbr&er  notice.  I  am  smoasly  of  opinion 
that  it  will  all  end  in  smoke  *• 


»i  ■  1  «■  wi 


Mand^,  Feb.  18,  1771. 

If  you  are  not  grown  too  ministerial  in 
your  politics,  I  shall  hope  to  see  the  enclosed 
announced  to-morrow,  and  published  on  Wed- 
nesday% 

'  In  reference  to  a  note  from  the  Attomey-Cenorai  for  pnbr 
Iishing  Letter  of  Junius^  Na  xlu.  Vd.  IL  p.  18%  bat  whkh 
was  never  farther  proceeded  upon. 

*  This  note  accompanied  No.  xc.  of  the  MisceBaneoos  Let- 
ters, Vol.  IIL  p.  341.  The  printer  had  some  scruples  about 
publishing  the  whole  of  it;  and  in  the  Public  Adrertiser  of 
Feb.  20,  gave  the  usual  mark,  ''  A  Letter,^  that  a  private 
letter  was  ia  waiting  upon  this  subject  In  consequence  of 
which  the  subsequent  note  was  received,  dated  Feb»  21. 
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N'*  33, 

i  SIR,  '     Fch.  21,  mi. 

It  will  bje  very  difficult,  if  not  imprac* 
ttcable,  for  me  to  get  your  note.  I  presume  it 
relates  to  Vindex  '•  I  leave  it  to  you  to  alter 
or  omit  as  you  think  proper;— or  bum  it. — I 

"  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  Mr.  Woodfall 
addressed  to  the  author  under  the  feigned  name  of  Mr.  John 
Fretly,  and  directed  it  to  him  at  the  New  Exchange  Coffee 
House,  in  the  Strand. 

"sib, 

"  To  hare  deserved  any  portion  x)f  your  good  opi- 
nion, afifi>rds  me  no  small  degree  of  satisfaction — ^to  preserve  it 
shall  he  my  constant  endeavour.  Always  willing  to  ohlige  you 
as  much  as  lies  in  my  power,  I,  with  great  avidity,  open  your 
letters;  and  sometimes,  without  reading  the  contents,  pro- 
mise the  publication. — Such  is  my  present  situation/  and  I 
hope  you  will  not  be  oflended  at  my  declining  to  publish  your 
letter,  as  I  am  convinced  the  subject  of  it  must,  if  I  was  to 
insert  it,  render  me  liable  to  very  severe  reprehension.  That 
I.  am.  not  grown  too  ministerial  in  my  politics,  every  day's 
paper  will,  I  hope,  sufficiently  evince ;  though  I  rather  hope 
some.httie  regard,  to  .prudence  will  not  by  yon  be  deemed 
squeamishness,  or  tend  to  lessen  me  in  your  opinion,  as  I  shall 
ever  think  myself  your 

'**  Much  obliged  humble  Sei*vant, 

Fith.  19,  1771.    '  *'   kEHRY  SAMPSON  WOODPALL. 

"  P.  S,  I  shall  wait  your  directions  what  to  do  with  the  pa-. 
/  per  in  question,  as  I  did  not  chuse  to  trust  it  under  cover  till 
X  was  further  acquainted  with  your  pleasure.'' 


TO  MR.  R  S.  WOODPALL.  »h 

think  the  argument  about  Gibraltar  %  &c«  is  too 
good  to  be  lost  As  to  the  satirical  part,  I  must 
tell  you,  (and  with  positive  certainty,)  &at  our 
gracious  "  is  as  callous  as  stockfish  to  every 
.thing  but  the  reproach  of  cowardice.  That  alone 
is  able  to  set  the  humours  afloat.  After  a  paper 
of  that  kind  he  won't  eat  meat  for  a  vmek  \ 

You  may  rely  upon  it,  the  ministry  are  sick 
of  prosecutions.  Those  against  Junius  cost  the 
Treasury  above  six  thousand  pounds,  and  after 
all  they  got  nothing  but  disgrace.  After  the 
paper  you  have  printed  to-day,  (sagned  Brutus ') 
one  would  think  you  feared  nothing.  For  my 
own  part  I  can  very  truly  assure  you  that  no- 
thing would  afflict  me  more  than  to  have  drawn 

'  For  the  explanation  of  this  passage^  see  Miscellaneous 
Letter,  No.  xc.  Vol.  III.  p.  341,  sighed  Vindex. 

^  See  Vol.  II.  p.  129,  note  f.    . 

'  This  letter  was  addressed  to  lord  North,  and  as  it  is  short, 
it  is  here  transcribed,  in  proof  that  Junius  was  not  severe  in 
bis  opinion  of  it,  nor  singularly  acrimonious  in  the  phraseo- 
logy originally  adopted  by  himself. 

TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  LORD  NORTH. 
MY  LORD, 

I  never  address  your  Lordship  but  I  feel  the  utmost 
horror  and  indignation ;  for  I  connder  you  as  a  man  totally  're« 
gardlesB  o^  your  own  hcmour,  and  the  welfare  of  your  country. 
The  severity  of  a  writer  cannot  be  supposed  to  give  your 
Lordihip  any  uoeasinea?;  a  minister,  whose  schemes  ext^d 
obly  to  the  exigencies  of  a  year,  but  little  r^;ards  his  present 
or  future  reputation ;  yet  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  the  pubhc  to 

trace 
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yon  into  a  personal  danger,  because  it  admits  of 
no  recompence.  A  little  expense  is  not  to  be 
regarded,  and  I  hope  these  papers  have  reim« 
bursed  you.    I  never  vnll  srad  you  any  ^baog 

trace  out.  and  expose  the  villain  wherever  we  can  perceive  him 
working  up  the  ruin  of  hia  country. 

Tlie  choice  of  your  friends  it  an  eminent  indicatioa  of  your 
abilities  and  die  blackness  of  your  heart. 

Nam  qtacwnq;  impudicus,  adulter,  ganeo,  aUa,  inanu,  veit" 
ire,  bona  patria  laceravit,  quique  alienum  its  grande  ccnftavitg 
immediately  flies  into  your  arms,  and  reimburses  himself  with 
the  plunder  of  his  country. 

Soch  are  the  guardians  of  our  liberties  and  law :  such  are 
the  men  to  whom  our  constitution  is  entrusted :  and  cannot 
we  then  without  any  particular  discernment,  or  .any  remark- 
able acuteness  of  observation,  trace  out  the  origin  of  our  pre- 
sent discontents  ? 

It  would  be  needless  to  follow  you  through  that  maze  of 
viUany,  in  which  you  have  long  delighted  to  wander ;  I  shall 
cmly  attack  those  measures  which  occur  to  our  more  inmiedi- 
ate  consideration. 

In  what  manner  can  you  answer  to  your  King  for  tbe  scan- 
dalous prostitution  of  his  crown  and  himself? 

In  what  manner  can  you  answer  to  your  country  for  die 
total  disregard  ci  its  welfare  and  dignity  ?  . 

After  an  these  fomndaUe  preparations;  after  all  this  expen- 
sive armament,  you  h^ve  made  shift  to  patch  up  a  temporary 
ignoBunious  compromise,  at  the  trifling  expense  of  about  three 
millicms,  and  the  Britbh  honour. 

,  You  imagine  yourself  sufiiciendy  secured  in  the  ponoit  of 
your  infamous  intentions,  and  in  the  practice  of  ev«ry  ittegal 
and  unconstitutional  measure,  by  the  countenance  of  die  Sing* 
Rely  iMt  too  much  on  that  protection.  His  Majesty  ma*  not 
be  suffered,  through  a  Uind  and  ridicuk)us  attadmicnt  to  an 

individual. 


TO  MR.  H.  S.  WOODFALL.  898 

tiiiat  /  Aink  dangerous,  but  the  risque '  is  yours, 
and  you  must  determine  for  yourself. 

C. 
AU  tbe  above  is  private. 


N^  34. 

Frutey  Noon,  AyrU  19, 1771. 

I  HOPE  you  will  approve  of  announcing 
the  enclosed  Junius  to-morrow  %  and  publishing 

individual,  or  through  a  filial  ohedience,  niiich  then  becosict 
criminal,  to  ruin  and  subvert  his  infatuated  kingdoms. 

Your  late  acquisition  of  lord  Su£S>lk  will  not  do  you  much 
honour :  he  is. of  the  same  stamp  with  the  rest  of  your  adhe« 
rents.  His  Lordship  has  given  the  world  a  very  strong  im- 
pression of  his  character,  and  the  disposition  of  his  heart,  by 
deserting  his  principal,  and  the  cause  in  which  he  originally 
embarked,  and  by  betraying  that  firiendBfaip,  which  in  the 
more  early  and  virtuous  time  of  his  life  he  had  contracted. 
His  former  party  need  not  regret  the  loss  of  him,  for  they  are  ' 
by  his  desertion  disencumbered  of  a  — — . 

But  I  win  now  leave  you,  my  Lord,  to  that  mature  inseosi- 
byity  which  is  only  to  be  acquired  by  a  steady  peneverance  in 
infamy. 

Every  principle  of  conscience  you  have  l<»ig  ago  been  hardy 
enough  to  discard.  There  has  not  been  an  action  in  the  last 
two  years  of  your  life  bat  what  separately  deserves  imprison- 
ment. The  time  may  come ;  and  remembear,  my  Lord,  there 
is  a  very  short  period  between  a  minister's  imprisonment  and 
his  grave.  bkutus. 

'  This  peculiarity  of  spdiingthe  word  risk,  is  die  author's. 

*  JoNies,  Letter  xlit.  Vol.  U.  p.  905,  which  was  printed  as 
requested. 
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it  on  Monday.  If,  for  any  reasons  that  do  not 
occur  to  me,  you  should  think,  it  unadviaeable. 
to  print  it  as  it  stands,  I  must  entreat  the  favour 
of  you  to  transmit  it  to  Bingley  %  and  satisfy  him 
that  it  is  a  real  Jui^ius,  worth  a  North  Briton 
Extraordinary.  It  will'  be  impossible  for  me  to 
have  an  (opportunity  of  altering  any  part  of  it. 

I  am,  veiy  truly,  your  friend, 

C. 


NO  35. 

Thursday,  June  20,  iTll, 

I  AM  strangely  partial  to  the  enclosed  *. 
It  is  finished  with  the  utmost  care.  If  I  find 
myself  mistaken  in  my  judgment  of  this  paper, 
I  positively  will  never  write  again. 

C. 
Let  it  be  announced  to-morrow,  Junius  to 
the  duke  of  Grafibon  for  Saturday. 

I  think  Wilkes  has  closed  well.     I  hope  he 
will  keep  his  resolution  not  to  write  any  more  K 

*  The  printer  of  the  Nwth  Briton. 

^  Junius,  No.  xlix.  Vol.  II.  p.  ^i3,  to  the  duke  of  Gritflas; 

^  In  allusion  to  the  dispute  between  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr. 
Home,  conducted  with  great  acrimoqy,  till  the  former  i-e- 
Bolved>  as  here  advised,  not  to  answer  after  a  definite  period 
any  additional  letters,  in  consequence  o£  the  total  occupation 
of  his  time  in  his  canvass  for  the  office  of  Sheriff  of  Lpndon,  for 
which  be  was  then  a  candidate,  and  to  which  situaticm  he  ulti- 
mately 


•  ; 
I 


TO  MR.  H.  S.  WOODFALL  SW 

NO  36, 

Juhi  16,  ITTl. 

To  prevent  any  unfair  use  being  made 
bt  the  enclosed,  I  intf eat  you  to  keep  a  copy  of 
it.  Then  seal  and  delivet  it  to  Mr.  Home. 
1  presume  you  know  where  he*  is  to  be  fi>imd'. 

C. 

ft  , 

mately  succeeded.    iThe   following  is  the  ccmclusioQ  of  the 
letter  here  spoken  of>  which  was^  of  course,  addressed  to  Mr. 

Home. 

« 

**  Whether  you  proceed.  Sir,  to  a  thirteauh,  or  a  thirtieth  let- 
ter, is  to  me  a  matter  of  the  most  entire  indifference.  You  wiU 
no  longer  have  me  your  correspondent.  All  the  efforts  of  your 
malice  and  rancour  cannot  give  me  a  moment^s  disquietude. 
They  will  only  torment  your  own  breast.  I  am  wholly  indi& 
ferent  about  your  sentiments  of  me,  happy  in  the  favourable 
opinion  of  many  valuable  friends,  in  the  most  honourable  con^ 
nections,  bodi  public  and  private,  and  in  the  prospect  of  ren- 
dering myself  eminently  usefdL  to  my  country.  Formerly  in 
exile,  when  I  was  wbepafriaptc  extorrig,  and  torn  from  every 
sacred  tie  of  friendship,  I  have  moistened  my  bread  with  my 
tears.  The  rest  of  my  life  I.  hope  to  enjoy  my  morsel  at  home 
in  peace  and  cheerfulness,  among  those  I  love  and  honour,  far 
from  the  malignant  eye  of  the  false  friend,  and  the  insidiout 
hypocrite. 

"  I  am.  Sir, 

.   ^  Your  humble  servant,  '  > 

'*  JOHK  WILKES.'^ 

*  Note  enclosing  Junius's  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Horne, 
No.  Lii.  Vol.  II.  p.  263. 

VOL*  I*  Q 
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Fb4T  make  aQ  erratum  for  idthnate  in 
the  paragraph  dhout  the  duke  of  Grafton,  it 
shauldhe  intimate.  The  rest  is  very  correct'.  J£ 
Mr.  Home  answers  this  letter  handsomely  and 
in  point,  he  AdXL  be  my  great  ApoUo. 

The  enclosed  is  of  such  imitortance, 
no  very  materia],  that  it  must  be  given  to  the 
public  immediately'. 

1  will  not  ^vise;— though  I  think  you  per- 
fectly safe  :«-t4ll  I  ^say  is  that  /  nly  upon  your 
care  to  have  it  printed  either  to-morrow  in  your 
own  paper,  or  to-night  in  the  Pacquet. 
^  I  have  not  bpen  able  to  get  yours  from  that 
place,  but  you  shall  hes^  from  me  soon. 

'  Junius,  Letter  uv.  Vol.  IL  jk  303.  This  letter. appeared 
jon  the  ISth^df  Aiigiut,  1771«  ^ngh  in  the  author's  edition  it 
is  by  mistake  dated  the  15th. 

^  The  Letter  referred  to  is  Junius,  No«  lvii.  Vol.  IL  p.  321^ 
and  w{0  printed  in  the  Public  Advertiser^  Saturdayi  SepU  28tb, 
177L 


TO  MR.  H.  S.  WOODFALL.  Sir 

Abotit  Nov.  5,  ini; 

Your  reasons  are  very  just  about 
J^rintihg^  the  Prefece,  &c.  It  is  your  own  afeir. 
Do  whatever  you  think  proper.  I  am  convinced 
the  book  wiB^ell,  and  I  suppose  will  make  two 
volumiEfs,^the  type  might  be  one  size  larger 
than  Wheble's*.  But  of  all  this  you  are  the 
best  judge.  1  think  you  should  give  money  to 
the  waiters  at  that  place  to  make  them  more  at- 
tentive  *.  The  notes  shquld  be  in  a  smaller  type* 
Pray  find  out)  if  you  can,  upon  what  day  the 
late  duke  of  Bedford  was  flogged  on  the  course 
at  litchfidd  by  Mr.  Hestoa  Homphrey  ^ 


N^  40. 

Friday,  Nov.  8,  1771; 

The  above  to  that  Scotchman  should  * 
be  printed  conspicuously  to-morrow*.    At  last 
I  have  concluded  my  great  work,  and  I  assure 
you  wilJi  no  small  labour.     I  would  have  you 

■  The  present  respectable  proprietor  and  publisher  of  the 
County  Chronicle^  who  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  dispute^ 
With  the  House  of  Commons  respecting  the  publication  of  their 
debates,  for  an  account  of  which,  see  Vol.  III.  p.  345,  note. 

*  A  cofiee-house  at  which  letters,  &c.  were  left  for  Junius. 

•  See  Junius,  Letter  xxiii.  post,  p.  578,  note. 

♦  Sec  Letters  of  Junius,  No.  lxvi.  Vol.  11.  p.  399. 

Q  2 
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begin  to  advertise  immediately,  and  publish 
before  the  meeting  of  parliament.  Let  all  my 
papers  in  defence  of  Junius  be  inserted'.  I 
shall  now.  supply  you  very  fast  with  copy  and 
notes*  The  paper  and  tjrpe  shpuld  at  least  be  as 
good  as  Wheble's.  You  must  correct  the  press 
yourself,  but  I  should  be  glad  to  see  corrected 
proofs  of  the  two  first  sheets.  Shew  the  Dedica- 
tion and  Preface  to  Mr.  ^Wilkes,  and  if  he  has 
any  material  objection,  let  me  know.  I  say  mxi' 
terial  because  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  your 
letters, 

(Secret.) 

Beware  of  David  Garrick*.   He  was  sent  to 

■  «        • 

pump  you,  and  went  directly  ta  Richmond  to 

'  The  Let^rs  signed  Philo  Junius:  those  numbered  lxiii. 
and  Lxiv.  and  the  extracts  from  the  letters  to  the  Supporters 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

*  Garrick  had  received  a  letjter  from  Woodfall  just  before, 
the  above  note  of  Junivs  was  sent  to  the  Printer,  in  which 
Garrick  was  told,  in  confidetice,  that  there  were  some  doubta 
whether  Junius  would  continue  to  write  much  longer.  Gar- 
rick flew  with  the  intelligence  to  Mr.  Ramus,  one  of  the  pages 
to  the  King,  who  immediately  conveyed  it  to  his  .Majesty,  at 
that  time  residing  at  Richmond^  and  from  the  peculiar  sources^ 
of  information  that  were  open  to  this  extraordinary  writer, 
Junius  was  apprized  of  the  whole  transaction  on  the  ensuing 
morning,  and  wrote  the  above  postscript,  and  the  letter  that 
follows  it,  in  consequence. 


TO  MR.  H.  S.  WOODFALL.  S29 

lell  thie  King  I  dibtild  write  no  more.    The  De- 
dication must  stand  first. 


NO  41. 

TO   MR.    DAVID    GARRICK. 

Nov.  10,  1771. 

I  AM  very  exactly  informed  of  your 
impertiiient  inquiries,  and  of  the  information 
you  so  busily  sent  to  Richmond,  and  with  what 
triumph  and  exultation  it  was  received.  I  knew 
every  particular  of  it  the  next  day. — Now  mark 
me,  vagabond. — Ke^ .  to  your  pantomimes,  or 
be  assured  you  shall  hear  of  it.  Meddle  no  more, 
thou  busy  informer ! — It  is  in  mt/  power  to  make 
you  curse  the  hour  in  which  you  dared  to  inter- 
fere with 

JUNIUS". 

"  Mr.  Garrick  had,  before  this  period,  been  threatened  for 
his  supposed  political  bias  to  the  Court,  as  will  appear  from  a 
charge  which  Mr.  Home  brought  forward  against  Mr.  Wilkes, 
during  the  personal  altercation  which  took  place  between  them 
in  the  months  of  May  and  June  preceding  the  date  of  this  let- 
ter, and  which  is  more  particularly  noticed  in  the  note  to 
JoNius,  Letter  No.  lii.  Vol.  11.  p.  263.  Mr.  Home's  accusa- 
tion is  as  follows : —  ' 

**  Whilst  Mr.  Wilkes  was  in  the  King's  Bench,  he  sent  a 
threatening  message  to  Mr.  Garrick  to  forbid  his  playing  the 
part  of  Hastings  in  the  tragedy  of  Jane  Shore;  on  account  of 
some  lines  in  that  play  which  Mr.  Wilkes  thought  applicable 

to 
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I  would  send  the  above  to  Garrick  directly, 
but  that  I  would  avoid  having  this  b«iid  too 
commonly  seen.  Oblige  me,  then,  so  much  as 
to  have  it  copied  in  any  hapd,  and  sent  by  the 
penny  post,  that  is,  if  you  dislike  sending  it  in 
your  own  writing. — I  must  be  more  cautious 
than  ever.    I  am  sure  I  should  -not  survive  a 

« 

to  his  own  utoation.  Mr.  Clariick  compbioed  exceedingly 
4>f  tl^e  cruelty  of  such  an  interdict,  and  wished  to  be  permitted 
to  proceed  in  his  endeavours  te  please  tbe  public  in  the  com- 
mon course  of  His  profession.  The  patriot  was  inexorable ; 
and  Mr.  Gakrick  has  not  appeared  in  that  character  since,  ^he 
Jjh'd^Ckdmherittin's  control  by  Act  of-  Parlialnent  over  the' 
]Aeaf«Dei.«f.tbe  f  jiUic  19  «Ken98«l)ni)jr  <Wir  jwr  P?ay?.'' 

.To  this  jchf  rge  Mr.  Wiihes  replied  a&foQoyrfl»  o0erfiig  seire- 
ral  justly  merited  compliments  to  the  hitherto  unrivalled 

genius  of  IVJr.  Garrick.  '         . 

,.•1  ■»-,       •..<  .1' 

"TO  THE  REV.   MR.   HORNE. 
''sir.  Prince's  Court,  Thursday,  Jiine 6,  1771. 

''Your  ninth  Letter  has  reheved  me  not  a  liUle  by 
taking  me  U>  the  theatre,  and  recalling  to  my  ddighted  re«^ 
membnjuice  the  amazing  powers  both  of  nature  and  art  in  the 
most  wc^erful  genius  that  ever  trod  the  English,  or  per- 
feop^  a^y  ^tage,  for  his  riva),  Roscius,  had  a  great  defect,  erol 
petoeriis^ima  ocuhs.  You  say  '  whilst  Mr.  Wilkes  was  in  the 
Kmg's^Bei^h^^  kc.  The  whole  of  this  pompous  tale  is,  that 
aome  warm  friends  of  Mir.  Wilkes  imagined  that  Mr>  Garrick 
acted  the  part  of  Hastings  at  that  time  in  a  manner  very 
4i^rent  from  what  he  had  usually  done^  and  markdl  too 
fitiongly  some  particular  passages^  un&vourable  to  the  gene- 
To^  principles^  and  to  the  friends,  of  freedom.  They  talked 
of  expressing  their  disapprobation  in  thetheatre«  at  the  next 

repre- 
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discovtty  three  days;  or»  if  I  did,  tbey  woold  at* 
taint  me  by  b^lL  Change  to  tbe  Somerset  Cqfie^ 
house  J  and  let  no  mortal  know,  the  alteration. 
I  am  persuaded  you  aie  too  honest  a  man  to 

yepKfenUlioiiof /oNc  Sftore^  and  likewise  in  the  paUic  prinU. 
Mr.  Wilkes  therefore  thought  it  prudent  to  state  the  case  by 
two  pr  three  gentlemen  to  Mr.  Gariick  himself  and  said,  ho 
feared  the  part  of  HasHng*  might  bring  on  many  disagreeable 
consequences  to  the*  great  actor  himself  as  well  as  to  Mr. 
Wilkes  and  his  connections^  if  continued  in  the  manner  then 
rtscted.  Mr.  Gairick  receiTed  the  friendly  adifionition  in  the 
most  friendly  way,  but  declared  that  the  gentlemen,  who  had 
l^ven  Mr.  Wilkes  the  account  of  his  acting  Haatingt,  had 
greatly  mistaken,  that  he  had  not  made  the  least  alteration  in 
the  usud  manner  of  acting  that  part  on  account  of  the  politic 
cal  disputes  of  the  times,  but  been  solely  guided  by  his  own 
feelings:  that  he  always  had  acted  that  part,  and  always 
should  play  it  iii  the  same  manner,  not  however  slavishly  copy- 
ing himself,  but  with  all  the  variety  which  from  time  to  time 
his  genius  might  dictate,  preserving  still  the  cast  and  spirit  of 
the  original  character.  Nothing  more  passed  on  this  subject 
between  Mr.  Garrick  and  me,  nor  has  that  gentleman  ever 
expressed  the  slightest  displeasure  against  Mr.  Wilkes,  or 
his  friends ;  so  far  has  he  been  from  complaining  exceedingly 
of  the  cruelty  of  an  interdict,  which  never  existed. 

*'  Did  it  escape  your  memory.  Sir,  that  one  of  the  objec- 
lions  made  at  that  time  by  my  friends,  was  the  peculiar  em- 
phasis Mr.  Garrick  was  said  to  give  to  the  following  lines  of 
Hastings,  which  some  tfu>ught ^applicahle  to  your  situation:'^ 

HI  befall 
Bach  meddling  priests,  who  kindle  up  confusion. 
And  vex  the  quiet  world  with  their  vain  scrupki; 
By  heaven  His  done  in  perfect  spite  to  peace. 

"You 
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contribute  in  any  way  to  my  destractioB^.  Act 
honouriably  by  me,  and  at  a  propfertime  yoU 
shall  know  me. 

I  think  the  second  page,'  wiiii  the  widest 
lines,  looks  best.  What  is  your  essential  reason 
for  the  change'?  I  send  you  some  more  sheets. 
— I  think  the  paper  is  not  so  good  as  Whebk^Sy— 
but  I  may  be  mistaken — ^the  type  is  good.     The 

"You  say,  '  I  think  with  balf  his  (Mr.  Garrick's)  merit  I 
should  have  had  twice  his  courage/  If  you  mean  theatrical 
merit,  I  can  tell  you  of  some  parts,  in  which  you.  would  in- 

,  finitely  exceed  our  great  English  actor.    I  mean  all  those  parts 
from  which-^fugiunt  Pudar,  Verumque,  Pidesque.     In  quorum 
subeunt  locum  Fraudes,  Dolique,  Insidiaque,  Sfc.  4rc.     You 
would  agt,  and  be  Iqgo  with  success.    Mr.  Oarrick  has  that 
in  him,  which  must  ever  prevent  his  acting  well  in  that  cha- 
racter.   You  have  that  in  you,  which  would  make  it  easy  and 
natural.    Shy  lock  too  our  Roscius  must  never  attempt.    The 
Christian  priest  of  Brentford  has  no  vain  scruples  to  prevent 
his  undertaking  and  being  applauded  in  that  part.    He  might 
then  talk  of  dying  his  black  coal  red  with  blood  in  an  innocent 
way  on  the  stage,  which  at  Brentford  inspired  a  savage  horror; 
"The  pleasing  hours,  which  Mr.  Garrick  gave  me  at  the 
King's  Bench,  I  have  deducted  from  the  injury  of  a  long  and 
cruel  imprisonment,  and  I  think  of  him  as  Cicero  did  of  the 
great  Roman  Actor,  cum  artifex  efmmodi  sit,  ut  solus  dignus 

.  videatur  esse,  qui  in  scena  spectetur :  turn  vir  ejuamodi  est,  ut 
9olus  dignus  videatur,  qui  eo  non  dccedat. 

"  I  am,  &c. 


"JOHN  WIUCES.** 


■  In  athmon  to  a  specimen  of  the  intended  genuine  edition 
of  the  Letters.'  ... 


TO  MR.  H.  S.  WOODFALI.  9U: 

aspersions  thrown  upon  my  letter  to  the  Bill  of 
Rights '  should  be  refuted  by  publication. 

Prevail  upon  Mr.  Wilkes  to  let  you  have  ex- 
tracts of  my  second  and  third  letters  to  him.  It 
will  make  the  book  stiU  more  new:«  .  I  would  see. 
them  before  they  are  printed^  but  keep,  this  last 
to  yourself*. 


K^  42. 

Nov.  11,  1771. 

Print  the  following  as  soon  as  you 
think  proper,  and  at  the  head  of  your  paper  K 
I  sent  you  three  sheets  of  copy  last  night 
When  you  send  to  me,  instead  of  the  usual 
signal,  say,  Vindex  shall  be  consideredj  and  keep 
the  alteration  a  secret  to  every  body. 

*  In  the  correspondence  which  took  place  between  Mr. 
Wilkes  and  Junius,  two  of  his  letters  related  to  the  Bill  of 
Hights  Society,  and  were  written  jn  disapprobation  of  several  of 
their  measures.  These  letters  were,  in  many  respects,  misre- 
presented to  the  public,  and  in  his  own  opinion«  purposely  so 
by  Mr.  Home.  The  explanatory  extracts  here  referred  to, 
were  re-published  at  the  close  of  the  second  volume  of  the 
genuine  edition,  and  will  be  found  in  Vol.  II.  p.  444.  ^  The 
letters  are  given  at  length  in  the.  private  corresppndence  be^ 
tween  Junius  and  Mr.  Wilkes,  past,  pages  375  and  304. 

*  On  the  outside  of  this  letter  was  written  ''  private  and 
particular.'' 

'  Certain  paragraphs  relating  to  the  marriage  of  the  late 
duke  of  Cumberiand,  inserted  in  the  Preliminary  Essay,  p.  Ml. 
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Mout  tfav.  15, 1771. 

If  you  can  find  tilie  date  of  the  duke 
of  Bedford's  flogging^  insert  it  in  the  note'* 
I  think  it  was  isoon  after  the  Westminster  elec- 
tion.---«The  Philas  are  not  to  be  placed  as  notes^ 
except  where  I  mentiim  it  particularly.  I  have 
no  doubt  of  what  you  say  about  David  Garrick— - 
80  drop  the  note.  The  truth  is^  that  in  order  to 
curry  favour,  he  made  himself  a  greater  rascal 
ibaQ  he  was.  Dq»end  upon  what  I  tell  you  ;*— 
the  King  understood  that  he  had  found  out  the 
secret  by  his  own  cunning  and  activity. — As  it 
is  important  to  deter  him  from  nteddUng,  I  de- 
sire you  will  tell  him  that  I  am  aware  of  his  pnu> 
tices,  and  vdjl  certainly  be  revenged,  if  he  does 
not  desist.  An  appeal  to  the  public  from  Junius 
would  destroy  hipi4 

Let  me  know  whether  Mr.  Wilkes  will  give 
you  the  extracts  *. 

t  cannot  proceed  without  answers  to  those 
seven  queries. 

Think  no  more  of  Junius  Americanus  ^.^—liCt 
him  reprint  his  letters  himself.    He  acts  most 

'  See. note io  Letter  xxiii.  of  fvtfiuh  ppff^»  p»  &79. 
*  Referred  to  in  the  last  paragraph  of  No.  41. 
'  Joiiilif  Americioiud  w^s  a  fiequeai  writer  in  Ibe  Publie, 
dudAg  the  y^an  1709, 1770,  and  1771.    Ifis  tet- 
ters 


«» 


TO  MR.  H.  SL  WOOMALL.  9U 

dishimouiAbly,  in  saflfering  Juniub  to  be  so  tra- 
duced} but  diii^  &lfiehood  will  all  revert  upon 
Iiornis»    In  the  mean  time^  I  langh  at  bun. 

VfUh  sidnninion  I  think  it  is  aot  your  inte^ 
rest  rto  dedue  liiat  I  have  done.  r: 

.'  AistoybdrseBT,  I  really  think  you  are  in  n^ 
danger.  You  are  not  tlie  object^  and  punishing 
jfou  (onles^  it  answered  the  purpose  of  f  topping 
th^  press)  would  be  no  gratification  to  the  Kitig* 
If  undesignedly  I  should  send  you  any  thing 
you  may  think  dangerous,  judge  for  yourself,  or 
take  any  opinion  you  think  proper.  You  cannot 
o£fend  or  afflict  me  but  by  hazarding  your  own 
safety.  They  talk  of  farther  informations,  but 
tbey  will  always  hold  that  language  m  terra* 

Doji't  always  usp  the  same  s^al— ^y  ab- 
surd  Latin  verse  will  answer  the  puipose '. 

Let  me  know  about  what  time  you  may  want 
more  copy. 

ten  chiefly  related,  as  his  signature  Deadily  suggests,  U>  the 
4i3pi|tje^  of  the  cabinet  with  the  American  colonies;  and,  in 
tib^  course  of  his  strictures,  he  a^nl^uted  to  JyNius  doelrines, 
in  rdajliiQii  to  their  dependance  on  the  l^gishiture  of  Great 
9irttttp,'wbich  be  had  neyer  aYowed>  nor  evm  ittclineA  to.  At 
this  time  t^e  Wf9  somie  idea  of  piibMslu^g  tbem  eoAectively'. 
They  were  written  by  a,  Dr.  Chaijea  I^  as  m^y  b^  s(«n  by  a 
iclff^nce  to  t)|e  private  correspondci^ce  betweei^  J.viiio»  ond 
Mr.  Wilkes,  pott,  p.  300.  •     ^ 

'  See  Pfdiminary  Euay*  page  4L 

6 
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Upon  refiecti<Hi,  I  think  it  absolutely  neceis^ 
sary  to  send  that  note  to  D.  G'.  only  say  praC" 
tices  instead  6i  impertinent  inquiries,^  I  think  you 
have  no  measures  to  keep  with  a  man  who  could 
betray  a  confidential  letter^  for  so  base  a  purpose 

Tell  me  how  Icmg  it  may  be  before  you  want 
more  copy. — I  want  rest  most  severiely,  and  am 
going  to  fold  it  in  the  country  for  a  fow  days. 
Cumbriensis  *  has  taken  greatly. 


N^  44. 

Nov.  21,  1771. 

The-  postscript  to  Titus  must  be  omitted'. 
— I  did  never  question  your  understanding.  Far 
otherwise.     The  Latin,  word  sitnpka^  conveys  to 

■  David  Garrick.     See  No.  41. 

*  See  iMiscellaneous  Letter,  No.  cii.  Vol.  III.  p.  415.  It  was 
printed  in  tbe  Public  Advertiser,  Nov.  13,  1771,  upon  the 
marriage  of  the  late  duke  of  Cumberland  with  Mrs.  Horton> 
the  sister  of  col.  Luttrdl. 

'  His  postscript  addressed  to  Titus  was  added  to  bis  letter  to 
wr  Wm.  Draper,  of  Feb.  21, 1769>  post,  p.  485.  It  engaged  to 
give  Titus  a  severe  castigation,  for  having  written  witili  some 
degree  of  acrimony  on  the  same  side  as  the  Knight  of  the 
Btitb.  The  engagement,  however,  was  not  fttlfilled  under  hb 
sigtiature  of  Junius,  and  hence  the  propriety  of  omitting  the 
postscript  in  question  in  his  own  edition.  See  Airther  on-  this 
subject,  note  to  Junius,  Letter  iv.  post,  p.  423,  in  which 
Titus's  letter  is  inserted. 


TO  MR.  H.  S.  WOODFALL.  «W 

me  an  aimable.  character,  and  never  denotes 
folly.  Though  we  may  not  be  deficient  in  point 
of  capacity,  it  is  very  posable  that  neither  of  us 
maylte  cunning  enough  for  Mr.  Gaitick.  But 
with  a  sound  heart,  be  assured  you  are  better 
gifted,  even  far  worldly  happiness,  than  if  you 
had  been  cursed  with  the  abilities  of  a  Mansfield. 
After  long  experience  of  the  world,  I  affirm  be- 
fore God,  I  never  knew  a  rogue  who  was  not 
unhappy. 

Your  account  of  my  letter  to  the  Bill  of 
Rights  astonishes  me.  I  always  thought  the 
misrepresentation  had  been  the  work  of  Mr. 
Home '.  I  will  not  trust  myself  with  suspect- 
ing. The  remedy  is  in  my  own  hands,  but,  for 
Mr.  Wilkes's  honour,  I  wish  it  to  come  freely 
and  honourably  from  himself.  Publish  nothing 
of  mine  until  I  have  seen  it.  In  the  mean  time 
be  assured,  that  nothing  can  be  more  express, 
than  my  declaration  against  long  parliaments.-— 
Try  Mr.  Wilkes  once  more.— -Speak  for  me  in  a 
most  friendly  but^rm  tone.— TTiat  I  will  not  sub- 


-  ^  He  hore  admits  that  he  was  mistaken  in  the  conjecture 
that  Home  had  misrepresented  the  sentiments  conveyed  in  his 
letters  to  the  Bill  of  Rights  Society.  Yet  as  he  published  the 
same  opinion  in  his  own  edition,  which  is  reprinted  in  Vol.  H. 
p.  444,  he  must  afterwards  have  had  fresh  grounds  for  re-ac-^ 
crediting  it,  while  in  the  present  letter  be  seems  more  than 
half  t9  siispect  Wilkes  himself. 
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mit  Jx>  be.  imy  lociger  .ttfieisfed.<^Betweeii  oiic-^ 
selves,  let  me  rciccmiitiend  it  to  you  to  be  miich 
upon  your  guatd  with  prtxiots.**^!  fear  your 
friend  Jerry  DysonidU  lose  his  Irish: penmonoi:'. 
Say  received.  <-       « 

In  page  SS5»  itshould  heike  instead  of  your  ^ 
This  is  a  woeful  mistake  ;--^pray  take  care  for  the 
future— keep  a  page  for  errata. 

David  Garrick  has  literally  forced  tHe  to 
break  my  resolution  of  writing  no  more  K 


,  '  He  feared  with  reason.  Jeremiah  U^aon,  Esq.  wa^  one  of 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty^  and  in  Feh.  1770^  resigned  his  seat 
in  favour  of  our  late  lamented  foreign  minister  Mr.  Fox,  upon 
ito  Irish  pension  of  «£1500  per  annum  for  his  own  life^  and 
that  of  hi».  ditee^  sons^  The  Mowing  is  an  account  of  the 
mode  in  which  he  lost  it : 

''  In  a  <^mmittee  of  supply  of  the  House  ^  Comnions  of 
Ireland^  Nov.  35, 1771,  after  a  long  debate  the  question  was 
put,  and,  on  a  division,  it  was  carried  against  the  pension,  by 
« tnajority  of  one,  the  number  beiiig  for  it  105,  against  it  106; 
«ii'wUch  the  House  immefiately  iie^lved^  '  That  the  pension 
grwited  to  Jeremitb.Dyscn,  Eiq.  andhis.tfariBe  sorai,  is  an  im- 
iiecessary  charge  upon  th(^  establishment  qf  Irebnd,jaud  pnght 
not  to  be  provided  for/  Ordered,  *  That  the  said  pension 
be  struck  <^  the  list  of  pensioners  upon  the  establishment  of 
Irekiid.''  For.  the  late  Mr.  Flood's  speech  ujpon  ^is  subj^t, 
sfse  Pr^liioinary  Bsaay,  p.  158.. 

*  In  the  opeaing  of  the  Lettei^  of  Jukius,  No.  iii.  posi^ 
p.  41C^  it  waa  origioally  printed  in  tihe  genuine  editloti,  *'  Yont 
defence^,'*  Sa^  In  the  present  edition  the  correction  has  been 
dttlyad^ted. 

^  The  letter  aUuded  to  is  Junius^  Ko.  txvii.  VSL II.  p.  i^. 


TO  MB.  H.  &  WOODFALL 


N<>  45. 

Dec.  5, 1771. 

These  papers  are  all  in  their  exact 
order.  Take  great  care  to  keep  them  so.  In  a 
few  days  more  I  shall  have  sent  you  all  the  copy. 
You  must  then  take  care  of  it  yourself,  except 
that  I  must  see  proof  sheets  of  the  Dedication 
and  Preface,  and  these,  if  at  all,  I  must  see 
before  the  end  of  next  week.  You  shall  have 
the  extract  to  go  into  the  second  volume,  it  will 
be  a  shcMt  one.  Sbaevola,  I  see,  is  determined 
to  make  me  an  enemy  to  lord  Camden '.  If  it 
be  not  wilful  malice,  I  beg  you  will  signify  to 
him,  that  when  I  originally  mentioned  lord 
Camden^s  declaration  about  the  Corn  Bill,  it  was 
without  any  view  of  discussing  that  doctrine, 
and  only  as  an  instance  of  a  singular  opinion 
maintained  by  a  man  of  great  learning  and  in- 
tegrity.  Such  an  instance  was  necessary  to  the 
plan  of  my  letter.  I  think  he  has  in  effecting 
jured  ilie  man  whom  he  meant  to  defend. 

When  you  send  the  above-mentioxied  proof 
sheets,  return  my  own  copy  with  them^ 


W  46. 

-^^     ^^-  D«r.  10,1771; 

THE  enclosed  completes  all  the  materials 
t^at  I  can  give  you.  I  have  done  n^paxt.  Take 

*  For  further  partictilars  6f  diis  dispute^  see  Letters  of  Ju- 
Hiusy  Ko.  LX.  Vol.  IL  p.  360. 
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care  you  do  yours.  Tliere  are  still  two  lettefs^ 
wanting,  which  /  eaypect  you  will  not  fail  to  in- 
sert in  their,  places.  One  is  from  Fhilo  Junius 
to  Scaevola  about  lord.  Camden,  the  other  to  a 
Friend  of  the  People  about  pressing*.  They 
must  be  in  the, course  of  October. — I  have  no 
view  but  to  serve  you,  and  consequently  .have 
only  to  desire  that  the  Dedication  and  Preface 
may  be  correct.  Look  to  it.  If  you  take  it'upoa 
yourself,  I  will  not  forgive  yoiu:  suffering  it  to  be 
spoiled.  I  weigh  every  word ;  and  every  altera- 
tion, in  my  eyes  at  least,  is  a  blemish. 

I  should  not  trouble  you  or  myself  about 
that  blockhead  Scaevola,  but  that  his  absurd 
fiction  of  rny  being  lord  Camden's  enemy  ha& 
done  harm. — ^Every  fool  can  do  mischief  j  there- 
fore signify  to  him  what  I  said. 

Garrick  has  certainly  betrayed  himself,  pro- 
bably ***  ••*  *•**,  who  makes  it  a  rule  to 
betray  every  body  that  confides  in  him.  That 
new  disgrace  of  Mansfield  is  true^:   what  do 

'  These  two  letters  are  numbered  Philo  Jukius',  lx.  and  uni. 
Vol.  11.  pages  360  and  380. 

*  The  allusion  is  to  a  cause  which  was  tried  at  the  Summer 
Amzeg  for  the  County  of  Surry  ^  in  177 1>  Meares  and  Shepley 
against  Ansell^  for  a  trespass^  in  which  his  Lordship  was  sup- 
posed to  have  given  a  very  partial  charge  in  favour  of  the  De- 
fendant, who  thereby  obtained  a  verdict.  The  Plaintiff,  how- 
ever, on  the  Miclmelmas  Term  fofiowing,  moved  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of  the  misdirec- 
tion of  the  judge.    The  judge  was  called  upon  for  his  report; 

which 


TO  MB.  H.  S.  WOODFALL.  •  t*l 

you  mean  by  affirii(ung  that  the  Dowager  is 
better  ?  I  tell  you  she  suckles  toads  from  morn- 
ing till  night\  I  think  I  have  now  done  my 
duty  by  you,  so  farewel. 

which  he  cpuld  not  make  without  sending  to  the  Plaintiff's  at- 
torney for  his  affidavit  of  the  transaction — He  made  his  report 
at  last,  to  which  he  subjoined  that  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
wiih  the  verdict  of  the  jury^— The  Court  of  Common  Plea» 
was  clearly  of  opiftioa^  thai  lord  Mansfield  had  acted  contrary 
to  every  principle  of  evidence  both  in  law  and  equity,  in  ad^^ 
mitting  Matthews  and  Hiscox  to  give  parol  evidence,  contrary 
to  a  clear  explicit  agreement  in  writing,  which  tliey  had  at- 
tested— and  asserted  that,  if  such  a  practice  was  to  obtain,  it 
WQuld  go  a  great  way  towards  subverting  the  Statute  of  Frauds 
and  Peijuries,  and  would  be  a  most  dangerous  inlet  to  perjury^ 
and  a  means  of  rendering  men's  properties  very  precarious  and 
insecure.  The  Court  therefore  set  aside  the  verdict,  and  or- 
dered a  new  trial ;  and  it  appeared  to  the  Court  to  be  so  gross 
a  misdirection,  that  it  dispensed  with  the  usual  terms  of  pay- 
ment of  costs.  Although  lord  Mansfield,  in  his  direction  to 
the  jury,  represented  the  trespasses  as  small  and  insignificant, 
and  the  action  as  litigious,  the  Court  of  Common  Reas  said  the 
trespasses- were  obstinate^  wilful,  v  and  malicious. 

Mr.  Rowlinson,  the  Plaintiff's  attomey>  felt  so  dissatisfied 
with  the  c<mduct  of  lord  Mansfield  upon  the  occasion,  that  in 
the  same  term  a  motion  was  made  at  his  instigation,  to  have 
bis  name  struck  off  the  Rolls  of  the  Court  of  King'is  Bench, 
which),  as  a  motion  of  coarse,  was^quiesced  io^  when  he  was 
immediately  admitted  imo  the  Common  Pleas. 

'  He  resins  to  ^^'Mlowing  paragraph,  Whiok  i^eared  in 
the  Public^  Adfertli^,  Dec,  6,  1771  :— 

**  We  h%t(e  thtf^pUttsure  to  assure  the  public,  frof»  the  most 
undoubted  authority,  th^t  the  tepdated  accounts  of  her  Boyvl 

VOL*  1/  ,  R  Highness 
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•^  N<>  47. 

Dee.  17,  177K 

Make  your  mind  easy  about  me.  I  be- 
lieve you  are  an  honest  ifian,  and  I  never  am 
angry \ — Say  to-morrow  "We  are  desired  to 
inform  Scaevola,  that  his  private  note  was  re- 
ceived with  the  most  profound  indiiFerence  and 
contempt*.*'  I  see  his  design.  The  duke  of 
Grafton  has  been  long  labouring  to  detach  Cam- 
.  den.  This  Scaevola  is  the  . wretchedest  of  all 
•fools,  and  dirty  knave. 

Upon  no  account,  nor  for  any  reason  what- 
soever are  you  to  write  to  me,  until  I  give  you 
notice. 

When  the  book  is  finished,  let  me  have  a  set 
bound  in  vellum,  gilt,  and  lettered  Junius  1. 2. 
as  handsomely  as  you  can — the  edges  gilt.     Let 

Highness  the  Princess  Dowager  of  Wales  being  very  ill,  and 
her  Ufe  in  great  danger^  are  entirely  false,  such  reports  being 
only,  calculated  to  promote  the  shameful  spirit  of  gambling,  by 
insurance  on  lives/'  The  Princess  Dowager  was  at  this  time 
afflicted  with  a  cancer,  and  died  on  the  8th  of  January  in  the 
following  year. 

.  '  He  had  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Woodfall,  vindicating 
himself  from  any  improper  motive  in  his  communication  t» 
Mr.  Garrick,  which  has  been  ahready  referred  to. 

^  The  information  to  Scasvola  was  duly  coiixmunicated  iii 
the  Public  Advertiser :  and  the  flippancy  of  this  writer's  style, 
and  the  coquetry  of  his  political  attachments,  fully  merited 
the  contempt  hcfte.ezpre^ised  lor  him. 


<TO  MR.  H.  S,  WOODFALL.  M5 

the  sheets  be  well  dried  before  bindings — I  muA 
also  have  two  sets  in  blue  paper  covers.  This  is 
all  the  fee  I  shall  ever  desire  of  you.  I  thiqk 
you  ought  not  to  publish  before  the  second  week 
in  January, 

The  London  Packet  is  not  worth  out  notice. 
I  suspect  Garrick,  and  I  would  have  you  hint  so 
to  him. 


NO  48. 


6  January,  1772. 

I  HAVE  a  thing  to  mention  to  you  in 
great  confidence.  I  expect  your  assistance,  and 
rely  upon  your  secrecy. 

There  is  a  long  paper  ready  for  publication, 
but  which  must  not  appear  until  the  morning  of 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  nor  be  announced  in 
any  shape  whatsoever  \  Much  depends  upon  its 
appearing  unexpectedly.  If  you  receive  it  on 
the  Sth.  or  9th  instant,  can  you  in  a  day  or  two 
have  it  composed,  and  two  proof  sheets  struck 
off  and  sent  me ;  and  can  you  keep  the  press 
standing  ready  for  the  Public  Advertiser  of  the 
21st,  and  can  all  this  be  done  with  such  secrecy 
that  none  of  your  people  shall  know  what  is  going 

*  Letter  to  lord  Mansfield.    JoNitJs,  No,  ucviii.  Vol.  II. 
p.  406. 

a2 
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forward,  except  the  composer,  and  can  you  rely 
on  his  fidelity  ?  Consider  of  it,  and,  if  it  be 
possible,  say  yes,  in  your  paper  to-morrow. 

I  think  it  will  take  four  full  columns  at  the 
least,  but  I  undertake  that  it  shall  selL — ^It  is 
essential  that  I  should  have  a  proof  sheet,  and 
correct  it  mysel£ 

Let  me  know  if  the  books  are  ready- that  I 
ma^  tell  you  what  tp  do  with  them. 


N°49. 


Saturday,  January  11,   I77l3. 

Your  failing  to  send  me  the  proofe,  as 
you  engaged  to  do,  disappoints  and  distresses 
me  extremely*.  It  is  not  merely  to  correct  the 
press  (thiough  even  that  is  of  consequence),  but 
for  another  most  material  purpose  \  This  will 
be  entirely  defeated,  if  you  do  not  let  me  have 
the  two  proofs  on  Monday  morning. 

The  paper  itself,  is,  iu  my  opinion,  of  the 
highest  style  of  Junius,  and  cannot  fail.to  sell. — 
My  reason  for  not  announcing  it  was  that  the 
party  might  have  tko  time  to  concert  his  mea- 
sures with  the  ministry.  But,  upon  reflection, 
I  think  it  may  answer  better  (in  order  to  excite 

*  Of  Junius  No.  lxviii.  referred  to  in  the  preceding  letter. 
•  *  He  seems  to  allude  to  a  promise,  or  expectation^  of  legal 
assistance  from  some  friendly  quarter. 
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attention)  to  advertise  it  the  day  before,  Junius 
to  lord  chief  justice  Mansfield  to-morrow. 

Qaoting  from  memory,  I  have  made  a  mis« 
take  about  Blackstone,  where  I  say  Ikdt  he  c&n^ 
^(tes  the  power  to  the  Courtj  and  does  not  extend 
it  to  the  Judges  separately.  Those  Hnes  must 
be  omitted. — The  rest  is  right, — If  you  have 
any  regard  for  me,  or  for  the  cause,  let  notHibg 
hinder  your  sending  the  proofs  on  Monday. 


NO  50. 

January  16,  1772. 

I  RETURN  you  the  proof,  with  the  errata, 
which  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  correct  care- 
^jiXiy.  I  have  the  greatest  reason  to  be  pleased 
with  your  care  and  attention,  and  wish  it  were 
in  my  power  to  render  you  some  essential  ser*- 
vice. — Announce  it  on  Monday. 


NO  51. 

(Private) 

Saturday,  Jan.  .18,  177^ 

Ties  gentlemain'  who  tran^ctsthe  con- 
veyancing part  of  our  correspondence  tells  me 
there  was  much  difficulty  last  night.  For  this 
reason,  and  because  it  could  h^  no  way  material 
for  the  to  see  a  paper  on  Saturday  wMch  is  tq  ^ 

'  Of  tbia  g^ntlemaa  liothbg  is  tuiowd*  .      . 
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_  Til  ^ 

appear  on  Monday,  I  had  resolved  not  to  send  for 
it. — Your  hint  of  this  morning,  I  suppose  relates 
to  this', — I  am  truly  concerned  to  See  that  the 
publication  of  the  book  is  so  long  delayed. — It 
ought  to  have  appeared  before  the  meeting  of 
Parliament. — By  no  means  would  I  have  you. 
insert  this  long  letter,  if  it  made  more  than  the 
difierence  of  two  days  in  the  publication.  Believe 
me  the  delay  is  a  real  injury  to  the  cause.  The 
letter  to  M.*  may  come  into  a  new  edition. 

Mr.  Wilkes  seems  not  to  know  that  Morris 
published  that  letter'.— I  think  you  should  set 
him  right.  

N^  52. 

Janufiry  25,  1772. 

Having  nothing  better  to  do,  I  pro- 
pose  to  entertain  myself  and  the  public,  with 
torturing  that  •*♦••♦*  ♦*•••*  Bar- 
rington.  He  has  just  appointed  a  French  brok- 
er his  deputy,  for  no  reason  but  his  relation 

'  **Mutare  necessarium  est"  Answer  to  corres|)ondent8, 
JTan.  181h^  1773. 

^  X^etters  of  Junius,  No.  lxyiii.  Vol.  II.  p.  406. 

^  Mr.  Robert  Morris  was  a  barrister,  who  took  a  very  active 
part  in  the  city  disputes,  and  on  the  popular  side,  and  was  se- 
cretary to  the  Bill  of  Rights'  Society.  For  a  further  account 
of  him,  see  note  to  Miscellaneous  Letter,  No.  xcni.  Vol.  III. 
p.  358.  He  occasionally  wrote  in  the  P.  A.  The  publication 
of  the  letter  alluded  to,  Wilkes  had  attributed  to  a  Mf.  Caw- 
dron.    See  Private  Letter,  No.  83.  pott. 
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to  Bradshaw*.  I  hear  from  all  quarters,  that 
it  is  looked  upon  as  a  most  impudent  insult  to 
tlie  army. — Be  careful  not  to  have  it  known 

'  Mr.  Chamier^  brother-in-law  to  Bradshaw^  the  duke  of 
Graflon's  private  secretary;  here,  and  elsewhere,  so  slightingly 
mentioned  by  Junius,  is  thus  undervalued  solely  as  a  mode  of 
attacking  lord  B^rrington.     He  was  not  a  mere  broker  in 
the  Alley,  preferred  only  for  the  chicanery  whicli  may  be 
learned  there.     We  are  told  by  sir  Min  Hawkins,  in  his  en- 
tertaining Life  oiJolmson,  that  Mr.  Chamier  was  selected  by 
the  sage  as  one  of  the  original  nine  cbmposing  his  club  at  the 
Turk's  Head,  in  Gerard  Street.     "  He  was  descended  from  a 
French  refugee  family.     Having  had  a  liberal  education,  liis 
deportment  and  manner  of  transacting  the  business  of  a  stxxrk- 
broker,  distinguished  him  greatly  from  most  others  of  that  call- 
ing.    He  was  well  skilled  in  the  modern  languages,  particu- 
larly the  Spanish,  in  the  study  whereof  he  took  great  delight* 
He  had  acquired  such  a  fortune  as  enabled  him,  though  young, 
to  quit  business,  and  become,  what  indeed  he  seemed  by  na- 
ture intended  for,  a  gentleman.^'     This  club  was  instituted  in 
1763. 

Mr.  Dyer,  upon  his  return  from  Germany,  where  be  had 
been  a  commissary  with  the  army,  was  allowed  to  become  the 
lenth  member.  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  unimportant  to  shew 
that  thus  Mr.  Chamier  was.  well  known  to  Mr.  Burke  and  io 
Mr.  Dyer«  at  the  time  when  Junius  began  to  write,  axid  was 
an  esteemed  men\ber  of  the  club,  of  which  they  were  distin- 
guished ornaments.  The  reader,  even  in  a  political  work,  may 
not  be  displeased  to  see  the  names  recorded  of  men,  who  thus 
met  for  social  obgects,  and  among  whom  politics  never  intruded. 
Dr.  Johnson,  Sir  John  Hawkins, 

Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Topham  Beauclork, 

Mr.  Edmimd  Burke,  Bennet  Langton, 

Christ  Nugent,  M.D.  Anthony  Chamier^ 

OUvcr  GoUimith,  M.  B.  Samuel  Dy^. 
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to  come  from  me*  Such  am  fnsigmfiiiialxt  crea- 
ture is  not  worth  the  generous  rage'  of  Junius. 
I  am  impalieqt  for  the  book. 


Mondm^,  Feb.  3,  1712. 

I  coKFESS  I  do  not  see  the  use  of  the 
table  of  contents,  I  think  it  will  be  endless 
and  answer  no  purpose ; — An  index  of  proper 
names  and  materials  would  in  my  *  opinion  be 
sufficient. — You  may  safely  defy  the  malice  of 
Mr.  Wheble '.  Whoever  buys  such  a  book  will 
naturally  prefer  the  Author's  Edition,  and  I  think 
it  will  always  be  a  book  for  sale.  I  really  am 
in  no  hurry  about  that  set.  Purling,  I  hear,  is 
to  come  in  for  Eastlow. — A  sure  proof  of  the 
connection  between  him  and  government*.  I 
would  have  you  open  any  thing  that  may  be 
brought  to  you  for  me  (except  from  Mr.  Wilkes) 
--Huid  BOt  forwi^  it  unless  it  be  material* 
That  large  roll  contained  ^.  Pamphlet. 

'  Wb^le  hi^  already  repnol^  an  imperfiBCI;  edition  6£tbe 
liftteia  of  JuNUJK,  ImU  oeitaialy  wkbout  ady  intention  of  in- 
jaring  tbc  original  puUisber  of  tbem.  The  word  malice*  as 
applied  to  Mr.  Wheble^  umreiy  meant  rivalry.  S?e  Priy.  Lett. 
No.  5ft 

*  John  Porling,  £mi.  one  of  the  directora  of  the?  East  India 
Compaoy:»  mbc  took  a  very  active  part  in  tbeii!  ai&ira*  at  that 
period. 
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N^  54. 

Jkfoniay,  Feb.  10,  1772. 

If  you  have  any  thing  to  conununicate^ 
you  may  send  it  to  the  original  place  £br  once 
N.  E.  C-- rand  mention  any  iie w  place  you  think 
proper.  West  of  Temple  Bar.  The  delay  of  the 
book  spoils  every  thix^. 


Monday  Night,  Feb.  17,  1772, 

Surely  you  have  misjudged  it  very 
much  about  the  book.  I  could  not  have  con- 
ceived it  possible  that  you  could  protract  the 
publication  so  long. — At  this  time,  particularly 
before  Mr.  Sawbridge's  motion ',  it  would  have 
been  of  singular  use.  You  have  trifled  too  long 
with  the  public  expectation. — At  a  certain  point 
of  time  the  appetite  palls. — I  fear  you  have  al- 
ready lost  the  season.-^— The  book,  I  am  sure, 
will  lose  the  greatest  part  of  the  effect  I  ex- 
p^ted  from  it. — But  I  have  done. 


N^  56. 

About  F(h.  22,  1772. 

I  DO  you  the  justice  to  believe  that 
the  delay  has  been  unavoidable.     The  expedi^it 

'  In  favour  of  triennial  parliaments,  as  already  noticed  m  a 
note  to  the  Prelinufiffiry  l)tf^8ertaiion. 
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you  propose  of  printing  the  Dedication  and  Pre- 
'  fece  in  the  P.  A,  is  unadvisable.  The  attention 
of  the  public  would  then  be  quite  lost  to  the 
book  itself.  I  think  your  rivals  will  be  disap- 
pointed. Nobody  will  apply  to  them  when  they 
can  >be  supplied  at  the  fountain  head.  I  hope 
you  are  too  forward  to  have  any  room  for  that' 
letter  of  Domitian',  otherwise  it  is  merely  in- 
different.  The  Latin  I  thought  much  superior 
to  the  English. — The  intended  bill,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  message,  will  bie  a  most  dangerous 
innovation  in  the  internal  policy  of  this  coun- 
try*.— What  an  abandoned  prostituted  idiot  is 
your  lord  mayor'.  The  shameful  mismanage- 
ment which  brought  him  into  office,  gave  me 
the  first  and  an  unconquerable  disgust*^ — All  I 
can  now  say  is  make  haste  with  the  book. — 

C. 

The  appointment  of  this  broker  ♦  I  am  told 
gives  universal  disgust.  That  ****** 
*******  would  never  have  taken  a  step 
apparently  so  absurd,  if  there  were  not  some 

'  This  letter,  for  the  reason  hejre  stated,  was  not  printed  in 
the  genuine  edition. 

*  The  bill  here  spoken  of  is  the  Royal  Marriage  Act^ 

'  In  allusion  to  the  partial  and  impolitic  conduct  of  Mr. 
Kasb,  at  this  time  lord  mayor,  upon  the  common  questions^ 
of  city  politics  brought  before  him,  especially  in  refuang  to 
call  a  common  hall,  agreeably  to  a  request  very  generally  sig- 
nified to  him  for  this  purpose, 

^  Chamier.  Lord  BarringtOQ.  > 
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wicked  design  in  it,  more  than  we  are  aware  of; 
'  At  any  rate  the  broker  should  be  run  down. 
That  at  least  is  due  to  his  master. 


N°57. 

Saturday,  29  Feb.  1772. 

I  AM  very  glad  to  see  that  the  book 
will  be  out  before  Sawbridge's  motion.  There 
is  no  occasion  for  a  mark  of  admiration  at  the 
end  of  the  motto.  But  it  is  of  no  moment 
whatsoever.  When  you  see  Mr.  W*  pray  return 
him  my  thanks  for  the  trouble  he  has  taken.  I 
wish  he  had  taken  more'. — I  should  be  glad 
to  have  a  set,  sewed,  left  at  the  same  place  to- 
morrow evening.    Let  it  be  well  sealed  up. 

C. 


N°  58. 

Tuesday,  March  3,  1772. 

Yoi>B  letter  was  twice  Refused  last 
night,  and  the  waiter  as  often  attempted  to  see 
the  person  who  sent  for  it. — I  was  impatient  to 
see  the  book,  and  think  I  had  a  right  to  that 
attention  a  little   before  the  general   pubUca- 

*  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  the  request  of  Junius,  perused  and  revised 
the  Dedication  and  Preface  to  the  genuine  edition  of  the  letters. 
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tiou\  When  I  desired  to  have  two  sets  sewed, 
and  one  bound  in  velium^  it  wus  not  from  a 
principle  of  qpconomy.  I  despise  such  little 
savings,  and  shall  still  be  a  purchaser, — If  I  was 
to  buy  as  many  sets  as  I  want,  it  would  be 
remarked. 

Pray  Jet  the  two  sets  be  well  parcelled  up 
and  left  at  the  bar  of  Munday's  Coffee-house, 
Maiden  Lane,  with  the  same  direction,  and 
with  orders  to  be  delivered  to  a  chairman  who 
will  ask  for  them  in  the  course  of  to-morrow 
evening,     Farewel. 


■  N°  59.  ■•     ■ 

Tliursday,  March  5,  1772. 

Your  letters  with  the  books  are  come 
safe  to  hand.  The  difficulty  of  corresponding 
arises  from  situation  and  necessity,  to  which  we 
must  submit.  Be  assured  I  will  not  give  you 
more  trouble  than  is  unavoidaUe. — If  the  vellum 
books  are  not' yet  bound,  I  would  wait  for  the 
index.  If  they  .are,  let  me  know  by  a  line  in  the 
P.  A. — ^When  they  are  ready,  they  may  safely 
be  left  at  the  same  place  as  last  night. 

'  Thfe  gehuiite  edition  df  the  letters  iras  published  on  the 
third  >6fMiirch,  1772^ 
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On  your  account  I  was  alarmed  at  the  price 
of  the  book. — But  of  the  sale  of  books  I  am  no 
ju4g€|,  and  can  only  pray  for  your  success, — 
What  you  9ay  about  the  pi^ofits'  is  very  hand- 
some* I .  like  to  deal  with  such  men.  As  &r 
myself^  be  asi^ured  that  I  am  far  above  all  pecu- 
niary views,  awl  no  other  person,  I  think,  ha^ 
any  claim  to  share  with  you.  Make  the  most  ol* 
it  therefore,  and  let  all  your  views  in  hfe  be  di- 
rected to  a  solid,  however  moderate  indeperid* 
ence.  Without  it  no  man  can  be  happy,  nor 
even  honest.— 

If  I  saw  any  prospect  of  uniting  the  city 
once  more,  I  would  readily  continue  to  labour  in 
the  vineyard.  Whenever  Mr.  Wilkes  can  tell 
me  that  such  an  union  is  in  prospect,  he  shall 
hear  of  me. 

Qubd  si  quis  existimat  me  aut  voluntate  esse 
mutatdy  aut  debilitatd  virtute^  aut  animo  fracto^ 
vehementer  errat.     Farewel. 

» 

,  In  the  Preface,  p.  20,  line  7,  read  unreasonable 

p.  26, — 18, — accuracy*. 


*  Woodfall  made  Junius  an  ofler  of  half  the  profits  of  the 
book>  or  if  be  should  decline  accepting  them  for  himself  to 
give  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  their  amount,  to  any  charity 
which  he  should  chuse  to  name. 

•  These  errors  are  corrected  in  the  pre?ent  edition. 
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No  60. 

If  pars  pro  toto  *  be  meant  for  me,  I 
must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  recall  it.  At  pre- 
sent it  would  be  difficult  for  me  to  receive  it.— 
When  the  books  are  ready,  a  Latin  verse  will  be 
sufficient 


N    61. 

Sunday,  May  3,   1712. 

I  AM  in  no  manner  of  huny  about  the 
books.  I  hope  the  sale  has  answered. — I  think 
it  will  always  be  a  saleable  book.  The  enclosed 
is  fact,  and  I  wish  it  could  be  printed  to-mor- 
row. It  is  not  worth  announcing.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  this  wretch  are  unaccountable. 
There  must  be  some  mystery  in  it  which  I  hope 
will  soon  be  discovered  to  his  confusion. — Next 
to  the  duke  of  Grafton,  I  verily  believe  that  the 
blackest  heart  in  the  kingdom  belongs  to  lord 
Barrington\ 

*  A  line  in  the  Printer's  notice  to  correspondents,  introduced 
as  a  signal  that  a  letter,  or  parcel,  was  in  waiting  for  him  at 
the  usual  place. 

.  *  This  note  accompanied  the  letter  signed  Scotus,  addressed 
to  his  Lordship,  and  was  printed  as  requested.  See  Miscella- 
neous Letters,  No.  cxi.  Vol.  IlL  p.  447.  The  Autograph  is 
still  in  the  hand<  of  the  proprietor  of  this  edition.' 
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■     N^  62. 

May  10,  1772, 

Pray  let  this  be  announced.  Memoirs 
%f  lord  Barrington  in  our  nea^t\  Keep  the 
author  a  secret. 


N^  63. 

19  January^  111$. 

I  HAVE  seen  the  signals  thrown  out  for 
your  pld  friend  and  corre^ondent.  Be  assured 
that  I  have  had  good  reason  for  not  complying 
with  them.  In  the  present  state  of  things,  if  I 
were  to  write  again,  I  must  be  as  silly  as  any  of 
the  homed  cattle,  that  run  mad  through  the  city, 
or  a^  any  of  your  wise  aldermen.  I  meant  the 
cause  and  the  public.  Both  are  given  up.  I  feel 
for  the  honour  of  this  country,  when  I  see  that 
there  are  not  ten  men  in  it,  who  will  unite  and 
stand  together  upon  any  one  question.  But  it 
is  all  alike,  vile  and  contemptible. 

You  have  never  flinched  that  I  know  of  j  and 
I  shall  always  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  prosperity. 

If  you  have  anj  thing  to  communicate  (of 

'  The  annuDciation  under  this  title,  appeared  in  the  notice 
to  correspondents.  Public  Advertiser/May  1 1,  and  the  Memoim 
were  printed  in  a  letter  bearing  the  'signature  of  Nemesis,  May 
13.  See  Miscellaneous  Letter,  No.  cxui.  Vol.  III.  p.  451. 
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moment  to  yourself)  you  may  use  the  last  ad- 
dress, and  ^ve  a  hint  '• 


NO  64. 


SIR, 


I  HAVE  troubled  you  with  the  perusal 
of  two  letters,  as  that  of  the  prior  date  accounts 
for  the  delay  of  not  sending  the  books  sooner  j 
and  this  acquaints  you  that  I  did  not  get  them 
out  of  the  bookbinder's  hands  till  yesterday ; 
nor  though .  I  desired  them  to  be  finished  in  the 
most  elegant  manner  possible,  are  they  done  so 
well  as  I  wished.  But,  Sir,  if  the  manner  of  the- 
contents  and  index  are  not  agreeable  to  you, 
they  shall  be  done  over  again  according  ta  any 
directions  you  shall  please  to  favour  me  with.- — 
With  respect  to  City  politics,  I  fear  the  breach 
is  too  wide  ever  to  be  again  closed,  and  even  my 
friend  Mr.  Wilkes  lost  some  of  his  wonted  cool- 
ness at  the  late  election  on  Sawbridge,  Oliver, 
&c.  scratching  against  him  *.     I  hope  you  will 


'  This  letter  was  thus  noticed  in  the  answer  to  correspoo- 
denU  in  the  P.  A.  March  8,  1773.  *"  The  letter  from  an  old 
FRIEND  and  coKRESPOMDENT,  dated  Jan.  19^  came  safe  to  band, 
and  his  directions  are  strictly  followed.  Shiod  si  quis  txistimat, 
aut,  Sfc.'' 

*  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Townshend  were,  after  a  i^arp  con- 
test, returned  to  ihe  court  of  aldermen  for  them  to  make  their 

election 
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believe  that  however  agreeable  to  me  it  must 
be  to  be  honoured  with  your  correspondence,  I 
flhould  n6ver  entertain  the  most  distant  wish 
that  one  ray  of  your  splendour  should  be  dimi* 
tiished  by  your  continuing  to  write. — Mr.  Wilkes 
indeed  mentioned  to  me  the  other  day  that  he 
thought  the  East  India  Company  a  proper  sub- 
ject; and  asked  if  I  could  communicate  any 
tiling  to  you,  to  which  my  reply  was  that  I  could 
not  tell,  (as  I  did  not  know  whether  you  might 
ehuse  to  be  intruded  upon.)  You  will  perceive 
by  the  papers  that  two  persons  have  forced 
themselves  upon  us,  who,  without  a  tythe  of 
Mr.  Wilkes's  abilities,  imagine  the  public  will 
look  up  to  them  as  their  deliverers  j  but  they 
are  most  egregiously  mistaken,  as  every  one 
who  possesses  a  grain  of  common  sense  hold 
them  in  almost  utter  contempt.  You  will  pro- 
bably guess  who  I  mean,  and  were  I  capable  of 
drawing  a  parallel,  I  should  borrow  some  part 
of  it  from  Shakespeare's  lago  and  Roderigo. 

• 

election  of  one  of  these  gentlemenr  to  the  mayoralty  for  the 
year  1773^  when  their  choice  fell  upon  Mr.  Alderman  Town* 
dhend,  in  consequence  of  Sawbridge  and  Oliver  scratching 
against  Wilkes.  The  candidates  for  that  office,  with  the  nam* 
liera  which  they  polled;  were  as  under : 

Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes        .—  9301 

Towushend    —  2278 

Hallifax       —  2126 

Shakespeare    ^—  1912 

VOL.   I.         '  S 
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Should  it  please  the  AJiaighty  to  spare  ya^  fift 
till  the  next  general  diection^  jand  I  should  M 
that  time  exist,  I  shall  hope  you  mil  de^  to 
instruct  me  for  yvhoifi  I  should  give  ihy  vate^^  $» 
my  m&h  is  to  be  represented  by  the  mo^  honest 
and  ^e^  and  I  know  there  oapnot  be  a|iy  oqq 
\vhp  is^  so  fit  tQ  judge  aft  yoursdf*  I  have  qo 
connections  to  warp  me,  nor  am  I  acquauited 
with  but  on6  p^son  who  would  speak  to  me  on 
the  subject,  and,  that  gentleman  is,  I  believe^  a 
true  friend  to  the  real  good  of  his  country;  I 
mean  Mr*  Glover,  the  author  of  Leonidas.  A&X 
thought  seijeant  Glyn  deserving  of  something 
more  than  the  mere  fees  of  his  profession,  fiur 
the  pains  he  took  upon  my  trial,  X  have  made  a 
purchase  of  a  small  freeji^old  at.  Brentfon^  by,  waj^. 
of  qualification,  in,  order  to  convince  himf.  if  hf^ 
should;  offer  himself  at,  the  next  election^  when« 
ever  it  should  happen^  that  I  hold  his  servicj^dii 
grateful  remembrance.  But  I  am  since  informed 
that  it  is  not  his  intention,  and  that  k>rd  Percy 
is  to  be  joined  with  sir  W.  B.  Proctor,  who  is 
to  be  supported  by  the  duke  of  Northumber- 
land's interest.- — I  have  heard  much  of  a  most 
trimming  letter,  from  Mr.  Sltewai.t.to  l^d'  Mana* 
field  on  the  Douglas  cause,  but  cannot  possibly 
get  a  copy,  which  probably  would  be  a  good 
letter  to  print. — 

If,  Sir,  you  should  not  disapprove  of  the  Con- 
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and  Index,  I  thought  of  advertising  them 
in  the  manner  of  the  enclosed  form^  if  I  have 
your  permission  so  to  do,  but  not  otherwise.-** 
May  I  beg  the  favour  of  a  line  in  answer?  Believd 
me.  Sir,  to  be,  with  gratitude  and  respect. 

Your  much  obliged 

humble  servant  to  command, 

HENBT  SAMPSON  WOO0FALL. 
Smiay,  Mureh  7, 1773. 
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N°  65. 


TO  JOHK  "WttXBS,   £S«. 

London,  2\U  AMgtt$t,\11V. 

I  i^BBSUME,  Sir^  you  are  satisfied  tliat 
I  meaa  you  w^,  and  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
assure  you  that  while  you  adhere  to  the  resolu* 
tion  of  depending  only  upon  the  public  favour, 
(which,  if  you  have  Kalf  the  understanding  I 
attribute  to  you,  you  never  can  depart  from) 
you  may  rely  upon  my  utmost  assistance*  What- 

'On  thig  ktter  is  written*  iq  Afr.  Wilkes's  own  hand^  Hb/t 
following  memorandum ; 

**  Received  on  Wednesday  noon  by  a  chairman^  who  said 
be  brought  it  from  a  gentleman  wbont  be  saw  in  Laneaslcr 
Coiirtj  in  the  Strand,  j.  w/'  . 
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ever  imaginary  views  may  be  ascribed  ta  tiie 
author,  it  must  always  make  part  of  Junius's 
plan  to  support  Mr.  Wilkes  while  he  makes 
common  cause  with  the  people.  I  would  en- 
gage your  fiivourable  attention  to  what  I  am 
going  to  say  to  you ;  and  I  intreat  you  not  to 
be  too  hasty  ia  citmeludiiig,  from  the  apparent 
tendency  of  this  letter,  to  any  possible  interests 
or  connections  of  my  own.  It  is  a  very  common 
mistake  in  judgment,  and  a  very  dangerous 
one  in  conduct,  first  to  look  for  nothing  in  the 
argument  proposed  to  us,  but  the  motive  of  the 
man  who  uses  it,  and  then  to  measure  the  truth 
of  his  argument  by  the  motive  we  have  assigned 
to  him.  With  regard  to  me.  Sir,  any  refine- 
ment in  this  way  would  assuredly  mislead  yoii ; 
and  though  I  do  not  disclaim  the  idea  of  some 
personal  views  to  future  honour  and  advantage, 
(you  would  not  believe  me  if  I  did)  yet  I  can 
truly  affirm,  that  neither  are  they  little  in  them- 
selves, nor  can  they  by  any  possible  conjecture 
be  collected  from  my  writings. 

Mr.  -Home,  after  dmng  much  mis<thief,  is 
now,  I  think,  completely  defeated  and  disarmed. 
.  The  author  of  the  late  unhappy  divisions  in  the 
city  is .  removed. — Why  should  we  suflfer  his 
works  to  live  after  him?  In  this  view,  I  confess, 
I  am  vindictive,  Mid  would  visit  his  sins  upon 
his  children.  I  would  punish  him  in  his  ofiipring, 
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by  rejMariiig  the  breaches  he  has  niade. — Con* 
viiM^  that  I  am  speaking  to  a  man  who  has 
spirit  enough  to  act  if  his  judgment  be  satis- 
fied, I  will  not  scruple  to  declare  .at  once»  that 
Mr.  &wbridge  ought  to  be  Lord  Mayor,  and 
that  he  ought  to  owe  it  to  tfour  first  motton,  and 
to  the  exertion  of  all  your  credit  in  the  dty.-^I 
affirm,  without  a  doubt,  that  political  prudence, 
the  benefit  of  the  cause,  your  public  rqputati<Hi 
and  personal  inteiest,  do  all  equally  demand 
this  conduct  of  you.-r-I  do,  not  deny  that  a  stroke 
like  this  is  above  the  level  of  vulgar  policy,  or 
that  if  you  were  a  much  less  considerable  man 
than  you  are,  it  would  not  suit  you.^  But  ywk 
will  recollect.  Sir,  that  the  public  opinion  of 
you  rises  every  day,  and  that  you  must  enlarge 
your  plan  as  you  proceed,  sioce  you  have  eva^ 
day  a  new  acquisition  of  credit  to  maintaisii*--* 
-I  o£^  you  the  sincere  opinion  of  a  man,  who, 
perhaps,  has  more  leisure  to  make  reflecttons 
than  you  have,  and  who,  though  he  stands,  clear 
of  all  business  and  intrigue,  mixes  suffidei^y 
for  the  purposes  of  int^gence  in  the  eonvdrsa^ 
tion  of  the  world. 

,  Whatever  language  you  in  prudence  assmtfe 
4o.the  public,  you  cannot  but  be  sensible  that 
the  separation  of  those  gentlemen  who  withcbrew 
6om  the  Bill  o£  Rights  was  of  considerable 
dissembe  to  ycm.    It  reiq^red,  in  nqr  opinio]|» 
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ymir  utiBMt  dcfxterity  and  resolatioii,  and  not  a 
Iktle  of  your  good  fortune)  to.getthe  better  of 
it.  But  are  you  now  really  upon  the  best  ground 
oa  which  Mr.  Wilkes  might  stand  in  the  cityi 
Win  you  say^  that  to  separate  Mr.  Sawbridge 
from  a  connection  eveiy  way  hostile  to  you,  and 
to  secure  him  against  the  insidious  arts  of  Mr* 
Home,,  and  the  fury  of  Mr.  Towndiend^  (if  it 
oould  be  done  without  embarrassing  your  kad^ 
ing  measures,  and  much  more  if  it  promoted 
them)  would  not  give  you  a  con^deralde  per- 
sonal gratification  ?—Will  you  say,  that  a  public 
dedacation  of  Mn  Sawbridge  in  your  favour, 
and  the  appearance  of  your  acting  toge^er  (I 
do  not  speak  at  present  of  a  hearty  coalition  or 
c<»ifidence)  would  not .  contribute  to  give  you 
a  oiore  secure,  a  more  permai^ent,  and,  withouit 
offisnee  to  any  man,  a  more  honourable  hold  upon 
the  city  than  you  have  at  present?  What  isensa^ 
tions  do  you  conceive  a  union  between  you  and 
Mr.  Sawbridge  would  excite  in  the  breast  of 
Mr.  Home  ?  Would  it  not  amount  to  a  decisis 
ir^tation  of  all  the  invidious  arguments  he  has 
drawn  from  your  being  deserted  by  so  many  of 
the  considerable  figures  of  the  party?  The  an^ 
iwer  to  these  questions  is  too  obvious  to  be  mis- 
tak^.  But  you  will  say  to  yourself  idiat  yixa 
would  not  confess  to  Junius.^^^  Mr^  SaWbridge 
is  a  mt^n  of  unquestionable  probity,  and  tiie  omkI* 
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eurrence  of  hii^  r^utMioii  ivmild  uiidoubtedly 
be  of  serviee  to  me ;  but  he  has  not  pliancy 
enough  to  yield  te  p^^uasion,  and  I,  Wilkes, 
am  determined  not  to  suffer  another  to  reap  Ihe 
hurvest  of  mj  labours :  that  is,  to  take  the  lead 
ofnke  in  tb6  city/-*-Sirt  I  do  not  mean  or  expeet 
that  yott  should  make  such  a  sacrifice  to  any 
mam  3ut  besides  di^rence  in  pcnnt  of  conduct 
between  leading  and  going  fori^most,  I  answer 
^ur  thoughts  when  I  i^ay,  that  although  Mr. 
Sawbridge  is  not  to  be  directed  (and  even  this 
perhaps  k  not  so  literally  and  completely  true 
as  he  himself  imagines)  on  the  other  hatad  he 
does  not  mean  to  direct.  His  disposition,  aa 
you  well  know,  is  not  fitted  fi>r  that  active  ma« 
nagemeat  and  intrigue  which  acquire  an  c^eiat^ 
teg  popularity,  and  direct  the  people  1^  their 
|Missions.  I  attribute  to  yon  botiii  the  most  ho* 
laourable  intentions  for  the  public j  but  you  travel 
^^ent  roads^  and  never  can  be  rivak.^-*It  is 
iag4;  that  Mr.  Sawbridge  does  not  wish  to  be  po« 
puJar;  Imt,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  hh 
virtues  hav^  not  ostentation  enough  for  the  or« 
dipary  utes  of  party,  and  that  they  lead  rather 
to  the  esteem  of  individuals  thah  to  popular  opi« 
iiioii;^^This  I  conceive  is  exactly  the  m^n  you 
want— -you  cannot  always  support  a  ferment  in 
tt^e  imnds  of  men.  There  will  necessarily  be 
mmaeiits  of  lapguor  and  fatigue ;  and  upon  these 
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oceattoiis  Mr.  Saivbridge's  reputed  firmness  and 
integrity  may  be  a  capital  resource  to  you,' — ^you 
have  too  much  sagacity  not  to  perceive  how  &r 
tilts  reasoning  might  be  carried. 

In  the  very  outset,  you  reap  a  considerable 
advantage,  either  from  his  acceptance  or  refu« 
sal.^— What  a  copious  subject  of  ostentation  !— 
what  rich  colours  to  the  public !  Your  zeal  to 
restore  tranquillity  to  the  city;— the  sacrifice 
of  all  personal  recollections  in  favour  of  a  man 
whose  gaiei^  character  you  esteem ; — ^the  pub-> 
lie  good  prrferred  to  every  private  or  interested 
oonndetation,  with  a  long  et  ccetera  to  your  own 
advantage.— Yet  I  do  not  mean  to  persuade  you 
to  so  simple  a  part  as  that  of  contributing  to 
gcBiify  Mr.  Sawbridge,  without  a  reciprocal  as-» 
rarance  from  him,  that  upon  &ir  and  honourable 
occasions  he  will  in  rettim  promote  your  advan-* 
tage. — ^Your  own  judgment  will  easily  suggest 
to  you  such  t6rms  of  acknowledgment  as  may 
be  binding  upon  him  in  point  of  gratitude,  and 
aot  offensive  to  his  delicacy. — ^I  have  not  entered 
into  the  consideration  of  any  objections  drawn 
from  die  fertile  field  of  provocation  and  resent* 
ment» — Common  men  are  influenced  by  common 
motives ; — \»xt  you.  Sir,  who  pretend  to  lead  th§ 
pec^le,  must  act  upon  higher  principles.  To 
make  our  passions  subservient  to  you,  you  must 
Qotnteimd  your  own.    The  man,  who  for  any 
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j^Fsonal  mdulgence  whatsoever,  can  flacrifice  a 
great  purpose  to  a  little  one^  is  liot  qualified  Son 
th^  management  of  great  aflWrs.— 

Let  me  suppose  then  that  every  material  dif^ 
ficulty  on  your  part  is  removed ;  and»  that,  as  fir 
as  you  alone  are  concerned,  you  would  be  rea^ 
to  adopt  the  plan  I  prcqpose  to  you. 

If  you  are  a  man  of  honour  you  will  still  have 
a  powerful  objection  to  op{x>se  to  me.  .  Admit- 
ting the  apparent  advantage  to  your  own  pur* 
poses,  and  to  the  cause  you  are  engaged  in,  you 
will  tell  me  ^  that  you  are  no  longer  at  libertir 
to  chuse } — ^that  the  desertion  of  those  peracma 
who  once  professed  a  wium  attachment  to  you, 
has  reduced  you  to  a  situation  in  which  you 
cannot  do  that  which  is  absolutely  best  ;•— that 
Mu  Crosby  has  deserved  every  thing  from  ^m$ 
and  from  the  city,  and  that  you  stand  engaged 
to  contribute  ^our  whole  strength  to  continue 
him  another  year  in  the  mayoralty/*-*-*My  reply 
to  this  very  just  objection  is  addressed  rather  to 
Mr.  Crosby  than  to  Mr.  Wilkes^  He  ought  at 
all  events  to  be  satisfied ;  and  if  I  cannot  bring 
him  over  to  my  opinion,  there  is  an  end  of  the 
^gument ;  for  I  do  agree  with  you  most  heart* 
Sly,  that  it  is  as  gross  a  breach  of  policy  as  of 
morals,  to  sacrifice  the  man  who  has  deserved 
well  of  us  to  any  temporary  benefit  whatsoever. 
Far  from  meaning  to  separate  you  from  Mv^ 
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CiMb^r^  it  is  esusentkii  to  the  m^Mit&  1  teMm^ 
mend^  that  it  should  be  your  joint  act.  Naf  » It 
is  he  who  in  tiie  first  instance  shot^  ofmf  the 
oomiattiiicatien  with  Mr.  Sawliri^B ;  nor  is  it 
poBstt))e  for  you  to  gate  any  credit  by  the  mea* 
sure  in  which  be  will  not  of  necessity  be  a  con- 
siderable adliarer.  .  But  now  fc»*  considerations 
wUdi  immediately  $iStct  Mr^  Crosby. 

Your  ]dan^  as  I  aa»  teforinedl,  is  to  engage 
the  livery  t^  retorn  him  with  Mr*  Bridges-. — ^In 
asy  gam  iqanion  the  cooft  of  aldermeu  w%K 
dlioose  BndgOEkj  eonsequently  the  sactfifiee  I  re» 
fniie  of  Mr.  Crosby  wodld  m  eSbct  be  noditng; 
Thttt  he  wilt  be  defeated  is  to*  my  judgnvent  in^ 
tmtaMe.  It  is  ibr  him^  to  consider  wh^her  the 
idea  of  a  defeat  be  not  always  attended^  wilir 
some  l08B  0f  reputation,  in  that  case  tcky  he 
Witt  haiie  ftveed  open  the  eitizefis  (uriiom  he 
professea  to  loina  and  respwl)  ^  magistrate,  ti|>Oft 
whose  odious  and  contemptible  cfaaraeter  he  a£ 
pfesent  fou&ds  hia  oofy  hopes^  dP  success;— Do 
yoa  think  that  die  city  will-  not  on^e  kt  tile 
eaurae  of  a.  twelvemonth  be  sensiUe  of  ^^le  dis*- 
pleasinre  you  have  dona  them  l-^^k  tha&  i«  t»iif 
fljoe  be  placed^  in^  aftcong  te^ms^  ito  yaur  ac^unt* 
lapped'  to  Misa  Wilkes^  whose  jtidgmenl^  I  heai^ 
iigfaily  oomanended^-^^^otdd  she  tiriifk  heriij^ 
owck  iadebtod  «o  h^  &vo%tfite  adtoiwr,  i^  he 
&tced^4i  most  dinigveeirible^  psiame^  i^dn*  her  fbi* 
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a  kiog  iraoter's  n^t,  because  he  could  not 
daooe  with  her  hkamU  ? 

You  will  now  say  ;«**-^  Sir,  we  understand 
1^  politics  of  the  city  better  than  you  do»  and 
am  well  assured  that  Mr.  Crosby  will  be  chosen 
lord  mayor  ;*~-otherwiBe  we  allow  l^t  upon 
your  fUmk  be  might^  acquire  credit  without  for^ 
f^ng  any  real  advantage.'  Upon  this  ground 
I  expect  you,  for  I  confess  it  is  incilmboat  190A 
me,  to  meet  your  argument,  where  it  lies  strongest 
againali  me.^^Taking  it  foe  granted,  then^,  that 
Mr.  Crosby  may  be  ksd  mayor,  I  affirm  that  it 
is  not  inn  interest^  because  it  is  not  his  greatest 
ii^^QBit.  The  Uttle .  pnofit  of  the  salary  cannot 
possil^  be  in  contemplation  with  faim.-**^!  d0 
not^  doubtt  that  he  wouU  rather  make  it  «q  m^ 
penalise  office  to^himsel£  Hiia  new  must  be  di- 
rected dien  to  thee  flattering;  dislmcttcn  of  suc» 
eocM^ng  to  a  aeoond  nnyoralty^.  and,  iriiat  is  altll 
m(Mre  honourable,  to  the  btetng  tftmq^  worthy 
of  it  by  Im  Mom<citiae88.~Hadng  thi»  advan*. 
tage  in  its » strangest  lights  I  c^y  tbat  every  pur- 
pose* el!  ^ttnelion  is  as  completefy  answered  by 
hit^  being  known  to  have  had  the  eraploymene 
in  hia  pmrer  (whidb  may  be  welL  insisted  upon 
in  argwnentf  andnever  can  be  disproved  by  the 
fitot)  a^.  by  biSi  acc^fetng  k.  To  this  i  add  the 
i^nal>  credit  be:  will  acqmre  with  way  honeot 
man  by  renouncing,  upon  motives  ctf  the  dear^ 
eat  an4  most^  dmnttiDested  pnbhc  qnrit,  a  per- 
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tonal  honour,  which  you  may  &irly  t^  the  w<»rld 
was  unquestionably  within  his  reaeb,^ — ^Bttt  these 
are  trifles.^-^!  assert  that  by  now  accepting  the 
mayoralty  (whidi  he  may  take  hereafter  when^ 
ever  he  pleases)  he  precludes  himself  from  soti« 
eiting,  with  any  colour  of  decency,  a  real  and 
solid  reward  from  the  ci1y« — 1  mean  that  he 
should  be  returned  for  London  in  the  next 
Parliament.— I  think  his  conduct  entitles  him 
to  it,  and  that  he  cannot  fail  of  succeeding,  if 
he  does  not  furnish  his  opponents  with  too 
just  a  pretence  for  saying  that  the  city  have 
already  rewarded  him.  On  the  contmry,  with 
what  force  and  trudi  may  he  tdU  his  fdlow-citi- 
sens  at  the  next  election,  ^  for  your  sakes  I  re« 
linquished  the  honour  you  intended  me.  The 
caminon  good  required  it.  But  I  did  not  m^n 
to  renounce  my  hopes,  that  upon  a  proper  occa-* 
sicm  you  would  honour  me  with  a  public  maiic 
of  your  approbation/ 

You  see  I  do  not  insist  iqxm  tiie  good  effects 
of  Mr.  Sawbridge's  gratitude,  yet  I  am  sure  i^ 
may  be  depended  upon*  I  do  not  say  that  he 
is  a  man  to  go  all  lengths  with  Mr.  Wilkes ;  but 
you  may  be  assured  that  it  is  not  danger  tiiiat 
will  deter  him,  and  that  wherever  you  have  the 
voice  of  the  people  with  you,  he  will,  upon  prin- 
ciple, support  their  choice  at  the  hasuuti  of  his 
life  and  fortune. 

Now;  Sir,  supposing  all  objectiona  mte  re*. 
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motedi  and  that  you  and  Mr.  Ccosby  are  agreed, 
tiie  -qHestion.is  in  what  xnaaner  is  the  business  to 
he  opened  to  Mr.  Sawbridge.  Upon  this  point 
too  I  ishaU  oflfer  you  my  opimeati,  because  tibe 
plan  of  this  letter  would  not  otherwise  be  com* 
plete.-«*At  the  same  time  I  do  very  unaffectedly 
submit  myself  to  your  judgment* 

I  would  have  my  lord  mayor  begin  by  desiring 
a  private  inten^w  between  him,  Mr.  Crosby* 
and  yourself.  Very  little  preface  will  be  neees* 
auy.  You.have  a  man  to  deal  with  who  is  too 
honourable  to  take  an  unfidr  advantage  of  you; 
Willi  such  a  man  you  gain  every  thing  by  fVank* 
nessL.and  candour,  and  hazard  nothing  by  the 
oooidence  you  repose  in  him. — Notwithstanding 
any  passages  in  this  letter,  I  would  shew  him  the 
whole  of  it ;  in  a  great  business  there  is  nothing 
sot  fittal  as  cunnijsg  management  }«"<-and  I  would 
tell  him  it  contained  the  plan  upon  which  Mr* 
Crosby  and  you  were  desiroas  to  act,  provided 
be  would  engage  toconcur  in  it  band  fide^  so  fiur 
jfarth  as  he  was  concerned*  There  is  one  con- 
dition, I  own,  which  appears  to>me  a  me  qui  nan; 
and  yet  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  proposed  in 
terms,  unless  his  own  good  sense  suggests  the 


*  Mr.  Crosby  was,  at  the  date  of  this  letter,  lord  mayor, 
and  the  author  has  here,  obviously  through  mistake^  sul>iti<» 
tuted  his  name  for  that  of  Mr.  Sawbridge. 

VOX**  I.  T 
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necessity  of  it  to  him — ^I  mean  the  total  luftd  atv 
solute  renyndation  of  Mr.  Home.  It  is  very 
likely  indeed  that  this  gentleman  may  do  the 
business  for  himself,  eidier  by  laying  aside  the 
masque  at  once,  or  by  abudng  Mr«  Sawbrk^e  for 
accepting  the  mayoralty  upon  any  terms  what- 
soever of  accommodation  with  Mr.  WiUces. 

This  letter.  Sir,  is  not  intended  for  a  correct 
Or  pdished  composition ;  biit  it  contaiiis  the  very 
best  of  JuKiutNsi  understanding.  Do  not  treat 
one  so  unworthily,,  or  rather  do  not  degrade 
yourself  so  amch,  as  to  suspect  me  of  any  in* 
terasted  view  to  Mr.  Sawbridge^s  partiGular  ad- 
vantage. By  all  that's  honourable  I  m^n  no« 
thing  but  the  cause ;  and  I  may  del^  your 
keenest  penetration  to  assign  a  satis&ctory  trea- 
son why  JuKiua,  whoever  be  be,  shouldimve a 
personal  intorest  in  giving  the  mayomhy  to  Mr, 
Simlmdge,  rather  than  to  Mr.  Crosby* 

I  am  heartily  weary  of  writing,  and  shall  ce<* 
serine  ^mother  subject,  on  which  I  mean  to  ad* 
dfoas  you,  for  aiKitheropportunity.'^I  think  thrt 
Ihia  letter,  if  you  act  upon  it,  shonld  be  a  seor^ 
to  every  body  but  Mr.  Sawbridge  and  my  lord 
mayor. 

JUNIUS  *. 

^  The  plan  recommendied  by  Junius  in  the  above  letter 
wa«  not  acted  upon  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  for  tjie  rcaeoris  assigned  by 
him  in  his  letter  of  Sept.  12,  1771,  (No.  07  )    The  come- 

quenee 
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TO    JOim   WttKES)    ESQ. 

.    •  London,  Ith  Sept.  1771*/ 

As  this  letter.  Sir,  has  no  relation  to 
the  subject  of  my  last,  the  motives^  upon  which, 
you  may  have  rejected  one  of  my  oji^inions^ 
ought  not  to  influence  your  judgment  of  ano^. 
ther.  I  am  not  very  sang^ine  in  my  expectft* 
tions  of  persuading,  nor  do  I  think  myself  in* 
titled  to  quarrel  with  any  man,  for. not  folio v-^, 
irig  my  advice  j  yet  this,  I  believe,  i«  a  species 

queoce  vira»,  that  Mi"*  Aldennan  Nash,  the  miimteml  candi- 
date, vaa  eteeted  lotd  majoTr  t6  the  infiBtte  mortificaliaa  ivf 
Junius^  whQ,,  in  private  LeUer^  N<h  56^  inakei^  the  foUowiii^: 
observation  upofi  him  and  his  election.  "  What  an  abandopecL 
prostituted  idiot  is  your  lord  mayor!  The  shameful  mis- 
mftAageMitoty  which  brought  him  itito  office,  gave  me  the  first, 
asA:  aor  unconqueiahie  dibgust^  The  9iib|oincfd  is  a  list  of  the 
cfu^didal^a  for  that  Qfice«  miih  'the.mimherst  affixed  to  ^kip 
respective  names  as.  they  stood  at  the  close  of  the  ppU  ir^ 
For  Mr.  Alderman  Nash  -  ,  -  2199i 
"•  Mr.  Alderman  Sawbridge     -       1879 

1%e  Lord  Mayor     .     -      -      1795  * 

.Mr.  Alderman  Halifax  -^    *-. .      846 
Mr.  Alderman  Townshend   -        151  •    . 

Sir  Henry  Bankes    -     -     :         36 
*  Marked  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  ^*  Received  in  Prince's  Court, 
SakiHay,  Sept  7,  Iftl."  ^ 
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of  injustice  you  have  often  experienced  from 
your  friends.  From  you,  Sir,  I  expect  in  re- 
turn, that  you  will  not  remember  how  unsuc- 
cessfully I  have  recommended  one  measure  to 
your  consideration,  lest  you  should  think  your- 
self bound  to  assert  your  consistency,  and,  in 
the  true  spirit  of  persecution,  to  pass  the  same 
sentence  indifferently  upon  all  my  opinions. 
Forgive  this  levity,  and  now  to  the  business. 
'  A  man,  who  honestly  engages  in  a  public 
cause,  must  prepare  himself  for  events  which 
will  at  once  demand  his  utmost  patience,  and 
rouse  his  warmest  indignation.  I  feel  myself,  at 
this  moment,  in  the  very  situation  I  describe } 
yet  from  the  common  enemy  I  expect  nothing 
but  hostilities  against  the  people.  It  is  the  con* 
duct  of  our  friends  that  surprises  and  afficts  me. 
I  cannot  but  resent  the  injury  done  to  the  com- 
mon cause  by  the  assembly  at  the  London 
Tavern,  nor  can  I  conceal  from  you  my  owct 
particular  disappointment.  Hiey  had  it  in  their 
power  to  perform  a  real,  effectual  service  to  the 
nation ;  and  we  expected  from  them  a  proof,  not 
only  of  their  zeal,  but  of  their  judgment.^—* 
Whereas  the  measure  they  have  adopted  is  so 
shamefrdly  injudicious,  with  regard  to  its  de- 
clared object,  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  will,  and 
reasonably  ought,  to  make  their  zeal  very 
questionable  with  the  people  they  m^ean  to  s^rve. 
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Whra  I  see  a  measure  excellent  in  itself,  and 
not  absolutely  unattainable,  either  not  made  the 
principal  object,  or  extravagantly  loaded  with 
conditions  palpably  absurd  or  impracticable,  I 
cannot  easily  satisfy  myself,  that  the  man,  who 
proposes  it,  is  quite  so  sincere  as  he  pretends  to 
be.  Y(m  at  least,  Mr.  Wilkes,  should  have 
shewn  more  temper  and  prudence,  and  a  better 
knowledge  of  mankind.  No  personal  respects 
whatsoever  jshould  have  persuaded  you  to  concur 
in  these  ridiculous  resolutions.  But  my  own  zeal, 
1  perceive,  betrays  me :  I  will  endeavour  to  keep 
a  better  guard  upon  my  temper,  and  apply  to 
your  judgment  in  the  most  cautious  and  mea- 
sured language. 

I  object,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  bulk,  and 
much  more  to  the  style  of  your  resolutions  of 
the  23d  of  July* J   though  some  part  of  the 

*  A  copy  oT  which  is  subjoined,  to  enable  the  reader  the 
better  to  understand  Junius's  objections  to  them.  They  are 
as  follow  :-»- 

London  Tavern,  July  2S,  1771. 
SUPPORTERS  OF  THE  BILL  OF  RIGHTS. 

SAYAOB  BAaR£IX>  ESQ.  m  THE  CHAIR. 

Resohed, 
That  the  preamble,  with  the  articles  reported  this  day  from 
the  committee,  be  printed  and  published  from  this  Society. 

Whoever  seriously  considers  the  conduct  of  administration, 
both  at  home  and  abrbad,  can  hardly  entertain  a  doubt,  that 
a  plui  is  formed  to  subvert  the  constitution. 

In 
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preamble  is  as  pointed  as  I  could  'wrish*  Yon  tialk 
of  yourselves  with  tod  much  jjuthority  aiid  im- 
portance. By  assuming  this  false  p^mip  and 
air  of  ccMisequence,  you  either  give  general  dis- 
gust, or,  whfit  is  infinitely  more  dangerous,  yon 
expose  yourselves  to  be  laughed  at  Hie  Eng- 
lish are  a  &8tidious  people,  and  will  tiot  submit 

In  the  same  manner,  whoever  attentively  examines  into  the 
proceedings  of  the  present  House  of  Commons,  must  appre- 
hend, that  such  another  House  for  seven  years,  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  present  partiament,  ^ivoiiUI  effectuaDy  tiecom- 
pliah  the  view«  of  the  Court,  and  leare  no  tiope  nf  redrcM  hit 
in  an  appeal  to  God. 

The  Middlesex  election,  taken  on  its  true  ground ;  the  em- 
'plo3^enl  of  the  standing  army,  in  St.  George's  Fields ;  the 
granting  half  a  million,  without  enquiring  into  the  expenditure 
of  the  civil  list  motley;,  aad  upon  the  dangevoos  principle  of 
considering  the  debts  of  the  civil  Hst  as  the  debts  of  the  fiatioD ; 
and  encroaching,  to  discharge  them,  upon  the  sinking  ftinc^ 
the  greiat  support  of  public  credit  \  the  attempts  made  on  juries, 
the  last  sacred  bulwark  of  liberty  and  law ;  the  arbitnury  and 
venal  hand  with  which  -government  is  conducted  in  Ireland j 
the  new  and  most  unconstitutional  mcde  of  raising  a  leveQue  on 
the  people  of  America,  without  asking  the  consent  of  their 
representatives ;  the  introduction  of  an  universal  excise  in 
America,  instead  of  ihie  laws  of  customs ;  the  advancing  the 
military  above  the  civil  power,  and  employiog  troops  to  awe 
the  legislature : — ^All  these  are  measures  of  so  marked,  so 
mischievous  a  nature,  that  it  is  impossible  they  f^h^ukl  be 
unfelt  or  misunderstood :  yet  these  are  measures  which  the 
House  of  Commons  have  acquiesced  in,  counte&anced,  or 
executed. 

If  the  present  Hou^  of  Commoas  then  have  giveiji  auch 

vital 
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to  be  talked  to  in  so  hi^  a  tone»  bj  a  aet  of 
private  gefitiiemeiis^  of  whotn  they  know  nothing, 
bat  that  they  call  themfielves  Supporters  (f  the 
JSiU  qfB^hts.  There  are  questioiis,  which,  in 
good  policy,  you. should  never  provoke  the  people 
in  gdn^al  to  ask  themsidhres.  At  the  same  time, 
Sjr,  I  am  ^  firOm  tneaning  to  undervalue  tha 

vital  wounds  to  the  constitution,  who  is  it  can  doubt,  who  ii  it 
can.  hope,  that  the  conduct  of  such  another  Houses  will  sot  be 
mortal  to  oai*.  liberties  ? 

The  tnistfMKs  of  the  people  sbooU  be  pure  of  all  interesled 
oomnaunication  with  the  Court  or  its  oMMsftera;  yet  the  oor* 
rupt  cerrespondenoe  between  the  members  of  the  House  and 
the  Court  is  as  notorious  now  as  it  is  abhorrent  from  every  great 
and  good  piNrpose  of  their  institution.  Pkcemen,  pensionersi 
coutractors  and  receirers  of  lottery  ticketSj*  abound  to  such  a 
di^ee  in  t^e  House  of  Commons,  that  it  is  impossiUe  a  House 
so  cons^tuted  can  do  their  duty  to  the  people. 

It  must  be  plain  to  the  most  common  apprehension,  ikak 
men  deputed  by  the  people>  to  watch  oirer  and  guard  their 
rights  against  the  Crown  and  its  ministers,  and,  for  that  piir<« 
pose,  vested  with  the  transcend<?nt  powers  of  refusing  aid  to 
the  one,  and  impeaching  the»other,  can  never  duly  exercise 
tbose  powers,  or  fulfil  the  intesition  of  their  dection,  if  thejr 
are  kept  in  pay  of  that  Crown  and  those  ministers.  What  is 
the  {dain  and  inevitaUe  conse<yience  then  of  entrustip^  such 
men  with  the  guardianship  of  our  rights,  but  that  our  righta 
must  be  betrayed  and  violat;ed  ?  Thus  we  have  seen  a  House 
of  Commons  infringing,  as  the  Court  had  pre-ordained*  the 
sacred  birthright  of  the  people  in  the  freedom  of  election ; 
erasing  a  judicial  record;  committing  to  the  Tower,  and 
threatening  with  impeachment,  the  friends  of  the  people,,  and 
the  defenders  of  the  law ;  while  the  favourites  of  the  Court  are 

sufiered 
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institution  of  this  Society.  On^e  coatr^,  I 
think  the  plan  was  admirable ;  that  it  has  ahreadjr 
been  of  signal  service  to  the  public,  and  may  bt 
of  much  greater;  and  I  do  most  earnestly  wisb^ 
that  you  would  con»der  cf^  and  promote  a  i^an 
for  formii^  constitutional  clubs  all  through  the 
kingdom*     A  measure  of  this  kind  would  alarm 

iofiered  to  sport  with  the  hw$>  «ad  trample  an  the  con8titn«> 
tioD^  not  only  with  impunity,  but  with  approbation ;  curbing 
the  people  rigoroualyj  and  without  feeling;  while  they  up« 
hold  ministers,  who  are  aloAKirred  by  the  nation,  in  the  most 
dangerous  and  alarfning  exertions  of  power ;  granting  money 
wHh  the  moal  liberal,  the  most  lioentiousliand  to  those  ministers 
against  whom  the  voice  of  the  pec^le  calls  loudly  for  impeach* 
ment.  We  have  a  su^^ecting  people,  and  a  confiding  repre* 
sei^ative;  acomj^aimng  people,  and  an  exulting  Hepresentative ; 
a  semonstratiag  people,  and  an  addressing  adulating  representa* 
tive> — a  representative,  that  is  an  engine  of  .oppression  in  the 
hand  of  the  Crown,  instead  of  being  a  grand  controuling  in<» 
quest  in  favour  of  the  pe<^le.  Such  a  representative  is  a  mon* 
ster  in  the  consti^ition,  which  must  fill  every  considerate  man 
with  grief,  alarm,  astonishment,  and  indignation. 

It  is  corruption  that  has  engendered,  nursed,  and  nourished 
this  monster.  Against  such  corruption,  then,  all  men,  who 
value  iihe  preservation  of  their  dearest  rights,  i^re  called  upon 
to  unite.  Let  us  remember,  that  we  ourselves,  our  children, 
and  our  posterity,  must  be  freemen  or  slaves;  as  we  preserve 
or  prostitute  the  noble  birthright  our  ancestors  bequeathed  us : 
for  should  this  corruption  be  once  firmly  rooted,  we  shall  be 
an  undone  people. 

Already  is  it  fixed  among  the  representative,  and  we  taste, 
k  thousand  ways,  the  bitter  fruit  which  it  produces;  should  it 
ettend  equally  to  the  electors,  we  must  fall,  as  Greece  and 
'  Rome 
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more,  and  be  of  more  essential  ser • 
vice  to  the  cause,  than  any  thing  that  can  be 
dotte  relative  to  new-modelling  the  House  df 
Commonsb  You  see  then,  that  my  objectiims 
are  directed  to  the  particular  measure,  not  to 
tlie  general  institution. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  measui*e,  my 

Home  bave  fallen^  by  tbe  same  means,  from  ibe  same  liberty 
and  glory,  to  slavery^  contempt^  and  wretchedness. 

Impressed  with  these  ideas,  the  gentlemen  who  compose  the 
Society  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  have  determined  to  use  their  at- 
most  endeavours  to  exterminate  this  corruption,  by  providing 
for  the  freedom  of  election,  the  equal  representation  of  the  peo* 
pie,  the  integrity  of  the  representative,  and  the  redress  of  griev* 
ances.  It  ia  their  great  wish  to  render  the  Hou$e  of  Commons 
what  it  constitutionally  ought  to  bej,  the  temple  of  liberty.  V^ith 
these  views  tbey  have  drawn  up  the  following  articles,  which 
they  now  submit  to  the  electors  of  Great  Britain.  At  the  same 
time  they^  with  great  deference,  take  the  liberty  of  recommend- 
ing to  the  independent  electors  to  form  those  articles  into  a 
soiemn  declaration,  which  the  candidates,  whom  they  support, 
shall  be  required,  a»  the  indispensable  condition  of  their  being 
supported,  to  sign  and  seal,  publicly,  at  the  general  meeting, 
or  at  the  place  of  election,  binding  themselves,  by  oath,  to  a 
due  and  sacred  observance  of  what  is  therein  contained. 

The  declaration  so  executed,  may  be  deposited  in  the  hands 
of  the  coroner,  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  magistrate  before  whom 
the  oath  was  made,  as  a  public  memorial  of  what  the  consti- 
tuent has  demanded,  and  the  representative  h^  pledged  him* 
self  to  perform. 

1.  You  shall  consent  to  no  supplies,  without  a  previous  re« 
ditss  of  grievances. 

3.  You  shall  promote  a  law,  subjecting  each  candidate  to  an 

oatb. 
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firot  ol^ticm  goes  to  the  dedarad  purfiMe  of 
the  re^olutaoQSy  in  the  terms  wd  mode  m  ,whii^h 
you  have  described  it,,  visi.  the  estcrminoHm  fjf 
corruption.  In  vug  ^it^oii,  you  grwjp  «t  .the 
mpombk^  and  lose  the  realigf  attMfUihki  Witfa^ 
out  plaguing  you  or  myseU*  wil&  a  logieid  align- 
ment upon  a  speculative  question^  I.  wiUkigly 
appeal  to  your  own  candour  and  judgment. 
Can  any  mfan  in  his  senses  afBrm,  that,  as  things 
are  now  circumstanced  in  this  country,  it  is 
possible  to  ea^krminate  corruption?  Do  you 
seriously  think  it  possible  to  carry  thirou^  both 
Houses  such  a  place-bill,  as  you  describe  in  the^ 
fifth  article;  or,  supposing  it  carried,  that  it 
would  not  be  evaded  ?  When  you  talk  of  con- 
oath,  against  having  used  bribery^  or  any  other  illegal  means 
of  compassing  his  election. 

3.  You  shall  promote,  to  the  utmost  of  your  power,  a  fulf 
and  equal  representation  of  the  people  in  parliapient. 

4.  You  shall  endeavour  to  restore  annual  parliaments. 

5.  You  shall  promote  a  pension  and  place-bill,  enacting. 
That  any  member  who  receives  a  plaqe,  pension,  contract, 
lottery  ticket,  or  any  other  emolument  whatsoever  from  the 
Crown,  or  enjoys  profit  from  any  such  place,  pension,  &c.  shall 
not  only  vacate  his  seat,  but  be  absolutely  ineligible  during  his 
continuance  under  such  undue  influence. 

6.  You  shall  impeach  th^  ministers  who  advised  the  violat- 
ing the  right  of  the  freeholders  in  the  Middlesex  election ; 
and  the  military  murders  in  St.  George's  Fields. 

7.  You  shall  make  strict  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  judg^ 

touching  juries. 

8.  You 
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tracts  and  k^ttety  tickets,  do  yott  iMnk  tiiat  any 
human  law  can  veally  prevent  tbeir  bein^  distii- 
buted  and  aCc^ted,  or  do  you  only  intend  to 
'.mortify  Taumshe^^d  and  Hjarl^  I  In  short,  Sur, 
would  you,  hwA  Jtde^  and  as  a  man  of  honour, 
give  it  for  your  expectation  and  opinion  that 
there  is  a  aihgie  county  or  Ixxrough  in  the  king- 
dmn,  that  will  form  the  dechuratton  recommend- 
ed to  them  in  these  resolutions,  and  enforce  it 
upon  the  candidate^  ?  Fw  myself,  I  will  tell  yoa 
fi'edy^  not  what  I  Mnkj  but  what  I  knM) ;  the 
resolutkms  are  dther  totally  neglected  in  the 
countiy,  or,  if  read,  are  laughed  at,  and  by  peo« 
{de  who  mean  as  well  to  the  cause  as  any  crf*us. 

8.  You  8h%ll  make  strict  enquiry  into  the  application  of  the 
public  money. 

9.  You  shun  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  have  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Commons  expunged,  by  which  the  ma- 
gistrates of  the  city  of  London  were  arbitrarily  imprisonedj 
for  strictly  adhering  to  their  charter  and  their  oaths ;  and  also 
that  resolution  by  which  a  judicial  record  was  erased  to  stop 
the  coarse  of  justice. 

10.  You  shall  attend  to  thie  grievances  of  our  fidlow-fiubjcoti 
in  Ireland^  and  second  the  complaints  they  may  bring  to  the 
throne. 

s  ,  * 

11.  You  shall  endeavour  to  restore  to  America  the  essential 
right  of  taxation,  by  representatives  of  their  own  free  election ;. 
repealing  the  acta  jpassed  in  violation  of  that  right,  since  the 
year  1763 ;  and  the  universal  excise,  so  notoriously  incomptp 
tible  with  every  principle  of  British  liberty,  which  has  been 
lately  substituted^  in  the  colonies,  for  the  laws  of  customs. 

ft       Savage  Barrell,  Esq^  Chairman. 
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Widi  regard  to  the  articles  t&ken  separately, 
I  own  I  am  concerned  to  see  that  the  great  con- 
dition, which  ought  to  be  the  sine  qud  non  of 
parliamentary  qualification,  which  ought  tobe^ 
the  basis,  as  it  assuredly  will  be  the  only  support, 
of  every  barrier  raised  in  defence  of  the  consti- 
tution i  I  mean  a  declaration  upon  od^  to  shorten 
ike  duration  of  parliaments^  is  reduced  to  the 
feurth  rank  in  the  esteem  of  the  Society  ;  and, 
even  in  that  place,  far  fi:om  being  insisted  on 
with  firmness  and  vehemence,  seems  to  have 
been  particularly  slighted  in  the  expression,  you 
shall  endeavour  to  restore  anmud  parliaments. 
Are  these  the  terms  which  men  who  are  in 
earnest  make  use  of,  when  the  solus  reipublicce  is 
at  stake !  I  expected  other  language  firom  Mr. 
Wilkes.  Besides  my  objection  in  point  of  form, 
I  disapprove  highly  of  the  meaning  of  the  fourth 
article,  as  it  stands: — ^Whenever  the  question 
shall  be  seriously  agitated,  I  will  endeavour  (and 
if  I  live  will  assuredly  attempt  it)  to  convince 
the  English  nation,  by  arguments,  to  nn/  under- 
standing unanswerable,  that  they  ought  to  insist 
upon  a  triennial,  and  banish  the  idea  of  an  an- 
nual parliament. 

Article  1.  The  terms  of  the  first  article 
would  have  been  very  proper  a  century  or  two 
ago,  but  they  are  not  adapted  to  tlie  present 
state  of  the  constitution*    The  King  does  not 
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act  Mrec^  either  in  imposing  or  redressing 
grievances.  We  need  not  now  bribe  the  crown 
to  do  us  justice;  and,  as  to  the  refusal  of  sup- 
plies, we  might  punish  ourselves  indeed,  but  it 
would  be  no  way  c<mipulsory  upon  the  King. 
With  respect  to  his  civil  list,  he  is  already  inde- 
pendent, or  might  be  so,  if  he  has  common 
sense,  or  common  resolution :  and  as  for  refill- 
ing to  vote  the  army  or  navy;  I  hope  we  shatt 
never  be  mad  enough  to  try  an  experiment  every 
way  so  hazardous.  But,  in  fiict,  the  effort  would 
be  infinitely  too  great  for  the  occasion.  All  we 
want  is  an  honest  representative,  or  at  least  such 
a  one  as'  will  have  some  respect  for  the  consti- 
tuent body;  Formerty  the  House  of  Commons 
were  compelled  to  bargain  with  the  Sovereign*. 
At  present  they  may  prescribe  their  own  condi- 
tions. So  much,  in  general,  finr  grievances :  bs 
to  particular  grievances,  almost  all  those  we  com-^ 
pl^n  of  are,  apparently,  llie  acts  either  of  the' 
Lords  or  the  Commons.  The  appointment  of 
unworthy  ministers,  is  not  strictly  a  grievance, 
(tlHit  is,  a  legal  subject  of  complaint  to  the  King) 
until  those  ministers  are  arraigned  and  convicted 
in  due  course  of  law.  If,  after  that,  the  King 
diould  persist  in  keeping  them  in  office,  it  would 
be  a  grievance  in  the  strict,  legal  sense  of  the 
word,  and  would  undoubtedly  justify  rebellicMi 
aecording  to  tibe  formsy  as  well  as  the  q»rit  of 
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tibe  constitutibnu  I  am  &r  from  condemniitg: 
tibe  l«fte  addresses  to  the  thixme.  Theyoi^htto 
be  incessantly  repeated.  The  people/by  the 
singular  situation  of  their  aflBurs,  are  compoHeA 
to  da  the  duty  of  the  House  of  C<»nnoi». 

Article  2«  I  object  to  the  seomd  artide, 
because  I  think  that  multiplying  oaths  is  only 
nmkiplying  peijury.  Besides  this^  I  am  satis-; 
fied  that,  mtix  a  triennial  pariiament  (and  widim 
out  it  all  other  pr0viat<ms  are  nugatory)  Mr. 
GrenviUe's  bill  is»  or  may  be  made,  a  suflBcient 
guard  against  any  gross,  or  flagrant  <^GS^ces  in. 
this  way. 

Artkle  3^  The  terms  of  the  third  artide.  are. 
too  loose  and  iodefiniite  to  make  a  distinct  or 
serious  impression.  That  the  peo^rle  are  mt 
equally  and  fiiUy  r^resented  is  unquerti^^la. 
But  let  us  take  care  what  we  attempt.  We  mai^- 
demolish  the  venerable. fidbiic  we  intelid  to^  re^. 
pair ;  and  where,  is  the  Strang th  and.  viitue  to 
erect  a  betteir  in  its.  stead  ?  I  should  not^  foe  my 
own  part,  be  so  much  moved  at  the  corrupt  and 
odioua  practices,  by  which  ihconBiderable  mm 
get  into  parliament;  nm  even  at  the  want  of  a; 
perfect  representation,  (and  certaiidy  nothii^u 
can  be  less  reconcileable  to  the  theory,  than  the< 
present  practice  of  the  constitution)  if  means  ^ 
could  be  found  :to  compel  such  men  to  do  theirs 
^y  (iQrestontials  at  least)  when  ibeyare  iai: 
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parliament  Now,  Sir,  I  am  convinced  that,  if 
dboitening  the  duration  of  parUaments  (which 
in  eflfect  is  keeping  the  representative  under  the 
rod  of  the  constitiient)  be  not  made  the  basis 
of  our  new  parliamentary  jurisprudence,  other 
checks  or  improvements  signify  nothing.  On 
the  contrary,  if  this  be  made  the  foundation, 
other  measures  may  come  in  aid,  and,  as  aux^ 
iliaries,  be  of  considerable  advantage.  Lord 
Chatham's  project,  for  instance,  of  increasing 
the  number  of  Knights  of  Shires,  shears  to  me 
admirable,  and  the  moment  we  have  obtained  a 
trienmal  parliament,  it  ought  to  be  tried.  As  to 
cutting  away  the  rotten  boroughs,  I  am  as  much 
ofiended  as  any  man  at  seeing  so  many  of  them 
under  the  direct  influence  of  the  crown,  or  at 
the  disposal  of  private  persons ;  yet  I  own  I  have 
both  doubts  and  apprehensions,  in  regard  to 
the  remedy  you  propose.  I  shall  be  charged, 
perhaps,  with  an  unusual  want  of  political  intre- 
pidity, when  I  honestly  confess  to  you,  that  I 
am  startled  at  the  idea  of  so  extensive  an  ampu^ 
tation.  In  the  first  place,  I  question  the  power, 
de  J!ure^  of  the  legislature  to  disfranchise  a  num-^ 
ber  of  borou^  upon  4^  general  ground  of  im* 
pr<Mring  the  constitution.  There '  cannot  be  a 
doctrine  more  fatal  to  the  liberty  and  property 
we  ase  contending  fer,  than  that  which  con- 
%mda  the  idea  of  a  #t<^i»e  and  an  arbitrary 
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legislature.  I  need  not  point  out  to  you,  the 
fatal  purposes  to  which  it  has  been,  and  may  be 
applied.  If  we  are  sincere  in  the  political  creed 
we  profess,  there  are  many  things  which  we 
ought  to  affirm,  cannot  be  done  by  King,  Lords, 
and  Commons.  Among  these  I  reckon  thie  dis- 
franchisii^  a  borough  with  a  general  view  to 
improvement.  I  consider  it  as  equivalent  to 
robbing  the  parties  concerned,  of  their 'freehold, 
of  their  birthright*  I  say,  that  although  this 
birthright  may  be  forfeited,  or  the' exercise  of 
it  suspended  in  particular  cases,  it  cannot  be 
taken  away  by  a  general  law,  for  any  real-  or 
pretended  purpose  of  improving  the  constitution. 
I  believe  there  is  no  power  in  this  country  to 
make  such  a  law.  Supposing  the  attempt  made, 
I  aiii '  persuaded  you  cannot  mean  that  either 
King  or  Lords  should  take  an  active  part  in  it.. 
A  bill,  which  only  touches  the  representation  of 
the  people,  must  originate  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  the  formation  and  mode  of  passing  it. 
The  exclusive  right  of  the  Commons  must  be 
asserted  as  scrupulously  as  in  the  case  of  a  Mo^ 
ney  Bill.  Now,  Sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
by  what  kind  of  reasoning  it  can  be  proved, 
that  there  is  a  power  vested  in  the  representa-^ 
tive  to  destroy  his  immediate  constituent :  firom 
whence  could  he  possibly  derive  it  ?  A  courtier, 
I  know,  will  be  ready  enough  to  maintain  the 
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affirmative.  The  doctrine  suits  him  exactly,  be* 
cause  it  gives  an  unlimited  operation  to  the 
iniuebce  of  the  crown.  But  we,  Mr.  Wilkes, 
must  hold  a  different  language.  It  is  no  answer 
to  me  to  say,  that  the/biU,  when  it  passes  the 
House  of  Commons,  is  the  act  of  the  majority, 
and  not  of  the  representatives  of  the  particular 
borwghs  concerned*.  If . the  majority  can  ^s- 
^anchise  ten  boroughs,  why  hot  twei^ty  ?  tThy 
not  the  whole  kingdom  ?  Why  should  wA  tiiey 
mfJce  their  own  seats  in  parliament  for  hTe  ? 
When  the  Septennial  Act  passed,  the  legislature 
did  what  a|q>arently  and  palpably  they  had  no 
power  to  do ;  but  they  did  more  than  people  in 
general  were  aware  of;  they  disfranchised  the 
whole  kingdom  for  £>ur  years.  For  aigument's 
sake,  I  will  now  suppose,  that  tiie  expediency 
of  the  measure,  and  the  power  of  parliament, 
were  unquestionable.  Still  you  will  .find  an  in- 
surmountable difficulty  in  tiie  execution.  When 
all  your  instruments  of  amputation  are  prepared 
— ^when  the  unhaj^y  patient  lies  bound  at  your 
feet,  without  the  possibility  of  resistance,  by 
what  infallible  rule  will  you  direct  thec^eration? 
When  you  propose  to  cut  away  the  rotten  parts,*  - 
can  you  tell  us  what  parts  are  perfectiy  sound  ? 
Are  there  any  certain  limits,  in  fact  or  theory, 
to  inform  you  at  what  point  you  must  stop—at 
what  point  the  mortification  ends?  To  a  mansQ 

VOL.   I.  u 
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.capable  of  observation  and  reflection  as  you  are^ 
it  isunneces^ry  to  say  all  that  might  be  said 
upon  the  subject.  Besides  that  I  approve  highly 
^  lord  Chatham's  idea  of  ^  infusing  a  portion 
of  new  health  into  the  constituticm  to  enable  it 

A 

to  heix  its  infirmittes,''  (a  brilliant  expression, 
and  ftdl  of  intrinsic  i^dsdom,)  other  reasons  con* 
cat  in  persuac^ng  me  to  adopt  it  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  paying  him  such  compliments  as  carry 
a  conditi<Hi  with  them,  and  eiitber  bind  him 
firmly  to  the  cause,  or  become  the  bitterest  re- 
proach to  hm  if  he  deserts  it.  C^  1^  last  I 
have  not  the  thost  dislant  sni^icion.  There  is 
another  man,  indeed,  with  whose  conduct  I  am 
not  BO  completdy  satisfied*.  Yet  even  he^  I 
think,  has  not  resohition  a^ough  to  do  any  thing 
flagrantly  impudent  in  the  face  of  his  counti*y. 
At  jdie  same  time  that  I  think  it  good  pdlicy  to 
pay  those  compliments  to  loixl  Chatham,  which, 
in  truth,  he  has  nobly  deserved,  I  ^oidid  be 
glad  to  mortify  those  contemptible  creatm'es, 
who  call  themsdves  noldemeo,  whose  worthless 
iiiq)(»rtaace  depends  entkely  upon  their  influence 
dver  InmMighs,  whi^  cannot  be  safely  diminish* 
ed,  hjui;  by  increasing  ike  pdwer  of  the  counties 

■*    •  *       • 

.  *  Pofiisibly  lord  CamdeQ  is  the  pecsoa  here  alluded  to ;  a» 
Junius,  in  Letter  lxix.  Vol.  II.  p.  443,  seems  to  entertain 
some  suspicion  of  this  nobleman,  from  his  renewed  intimacy 
with  Uie  d^keof  Gkalbn. 
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at  laige.  Amoqg  tiieee  men,  I  canpot  but  dis^ 
tinguish  the  meanest  of  the  human  species,  the 
vfhcie  race  of  the  Comoays.  I  have  but  one 
lirord  to  add,-r^I  would  not  give  repres^tatives 
to  those  great  trading  towns,  which  have  none 
^  present*  If  the  merdiant  and  the  manufiic-' 
tuMr  most  be  realhf  riepce^ented^  let  them  be-* 
come  feeehoULers  by  their  indx^stry,  and  let  the 
repre^i^bdion  of  the  coanty  be  increased.  You 
will  jSnd  the.  ioten^uptipn  of  business  in  those 
(^wna,  by .  t]|e  trienmal  riot  and  cabals  of  an 
dection,  too  dear  a  price  fer  the  nugatory  pri<- 
vEege  of  sending  mendbers  to  parliament. 

The  remaining  articles  will  not  require  a 
long  discussion  j-^^-rof  the  fourth  ^nd  fifth  I  have 
spoken  already.  -» 

Article  6.  The  measures  recommended  in 
the  «xth  are  unexceptionable.  My  only  doi;bt 
is,  how  can  an  act,  apparent^  done  by  the  House 
of  Commons,  be  fixed,  by  sufficient  legal  evi- 
dence, upon  the  duk«  of  Grafton,  or  lord 
North,  of  whose  guik  I  am  nevertheless  com- 
pletely satisfied.  As  for  lord  Weymouth  and 
lord  Barrington,  their  own  letters  aue  a  si^ 
cient  ground  of  impeac&ment. 

Article  7.  The  seventh  article  is  also  very 
proper  and  necessary.  The  impeacfa^ient  of 
lord  Mansfidd,  upon  bis  own  paper,  is  indis- 
pensable.   Yet  43uffer  <me  to  guard  you  against 

u  2 
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the  seducing  idea  of  concurring  in  any  vote^  or 
encouragii^  any  bill,  which  may  pretend  to  as- 
certain, while  in  reality  it  limits,  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  juries.  I  would  have  their  right, 
to  return  a  general  verdict  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever, considered  as  a  part  of  the  constitution^ 
foiidamental,  sacred,  and  no  more  questionable 
by  the  legislature,  than  whether  the  government 
of  the  country  shall  be  by  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons.  Upon  this  point,  an  Enacting  Bill 
would  be  pernicious ;  a  Declaratory  Bill,  to  say 
the  best  of  it,  useless. 

Article  8.  I  think  the  eighth  article  would 
be  more  properly  expressed  thus :  You  shall 
grant  no  money ^  unless Jbr  services  known  A),  tmd 
approved  qf,  by  Parliament  In  general  the  sup- 
plies are  appropriated,  and  cannot  easily  be  mis- 
applied; The  Hoiise  of  Commons  are  indeed 
too  ready  in  granting  large  sums  under  the  head 
of  extraordinaries  incurred^  and  not  promdedfor^ 
But  the  accounts,  lie  before  them  ; — it  is  their 
owniault  if  they  do  not  examine  them.  Tbd 
manner  in  which  the  late  debt  upon  the  civil 
list  was  pretended  to  be  incurred,  and  really 
paid,  demands  a  particular  examination.  Never 
was  there  a  mbre  impudent  outrage  offered  to  a 
patient  people. 

Artiicle  9.  The  ninth  is  indispensable ;  but  I 
thirtk  the  matter  of  it  rather  fit  for  instruction* 
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than  ior  the  declaration  you  have  in  view.  I  am 
very  apprehensive  of  clogging  the  declaration, 
and  making  it  too  long. 

Articles  10  and  11.  In  the  tenth  and  eleventh 
you  are  very  civil  to  Ireland  and  America ;  and 
if  you  mean  nothing  but  ostentation,  it  may 
possibly  answer  yoiir  purpose.  Your  care  of 
Ireland  is  much  to  be  commended.  But,  I 
think,  in  good  policy,  you  may  as  well  com- 
plete a  reformation  at  home,  before  you  attempt 
to  carry  your  improvements  to  such  a  distance* 
Clearing  the  fountain  is  the  best  and  shortest 
way  to  purify  the  stream.  As  to  taxing  the 
Americans  by  their  own  representatives,  I  con- 
fess I  do  not  perfectly  understand  you.  If  you 
propose  that,  in  the  article  of  taxation,  they 
i^ould  hereafter  be  left  to  the  authority  of  their 
respective  assemblies,  I  must  own  I  think  you 
had  no  business  to  revive  a  question  which  should, 
and  probably  would,  have  lain  dormant  for  ever, 
if  you  mean  that  the  Americans  should  be  au- 
thorized to  send  their  representatives  to  the  Brit- 
ish parliament,  I  shall  be  contented  with  refer- 
ring you  to  what  Mr.  Burke  has  said  upon  this 
subject,  and  will  not  venture  to  add  any  thing  of 
my  own,  for  fear  of  discovering  an  offensive  dis- 
regard of  your  opinion.  Since  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act,  I  know  of  no  acts  tending  to  tax 
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the  Anrericans,  except  that  which  creates  the 
tea  duty ;  and  even  that  can  hardly  be  called 
internal.  Yet  it  ought  to  be  repealed^  as  an  im^ 
politic  act,  not  as  an  oppressive  dne*  It  pre- 
serves the  contention  between  the  mother  coun- 
try and  die  colonies,  when  every  thi^g  worth 
contending  for  is  in  reality  given  up.  When 
this  act  i^  repealed,  I  presume  you  will  turn 
your  thoughts  to  the  postage  of  letters ;  a  tax 
imposed  by  authority  of  parliament,  and  levied 
in  tlie  very  heart  of  the  colonies^  I  am  not  su& 
ficiently  inforikied  upon  the  subject  of  that  elc- 
else,  which  you  say  is  substituted  in  North  Ame'- 
rica  to  the  laws  of  customs,  to  deliver  such  an 
opinion  upon  it  as  I  would  abide  by.  '  Yet  I  (^ 
easily  compreheiid,  that  adnlitttng  \hk  necessity 
of  raising  a  revenue  for  the  support  of  goVem-^ 
ment  there^  any  other  revenue  laws,  but  those 
6£  excise,  would  be  nugatory  in  such  a  Country 
as  Amerita.  I  say  this  with  great  diffidence  as 
to  liie  point  in  questicki^  and  With  a  positive 
furoteid)  against  any  ccmcluaidn  from  America  tb 
Great  Britain. 

If  these  observation  shall  appear  to  deserve 
the  attentian  of  <he  Society^  it  is  for  them  to 
eonsidw  what  use  may  be  inade  of  thetn.  I  know 
how  difficult  and  irksome  it  is  to  tread  bade  the 
steps  we  have  taken ;  yet,  if  any  part  of  what  I 
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have  submitted  to  you'cames  reason  and  convic- 
tion with  it,  I  hope  that  no  false  shame  will  in^ 
fluence  our  fiiends  at  the  London  Tavern. 

I  do  not  deny  that  I  expect  my  opinions 
upon  these  points  should  have  some  degree  of 
weight  with  you.  I  have  served  Mr.  Wilkes, 
and  am  still  capable  of  serving  him.  I  have 
faithfully  served  the  public,  without  the  possi- 
bility of  a  personal  advantage.  As  Junius,  I 
can  never  expect  to  be  rewarded. — The  secret 
is  too  important  to  be  committed  to  any  great 
man's  discretion.  If  views  of  interest  or  ambi- 
tion could  tempt  me  to  betray  my  own  secret, 
how  coidd  I  flatter  myself  that  the  man  I  trusted 
would  not  act  upon  the  same  principles,  and 
sacrifice  me  at  once  to  the  King's  curiosity  and 
resentment?  Speaking  therefore  as  a  disinte- 
rested man,  I  have  a  claim  to  your  attention. 
Let  my  opinions  be  fairly  examined. 

JUNIUS. 

P.  S.  As  you  will  probably  never  hear  from 
tne  again,  I  will  not  omit  this  opportunity  of 
observing  to  you,  that  I  am  not  properiy  sup* 
ported  in  the  newspapers.  One  would  think 
that  all  the  fools  were  of  the  other  side  of  the 
question.  As  to  myself  it  is  of  little  moment. 
I  can  brush  away  the  swarming  insects  whenever 
I  think  proper.    But  it  is  bad  policy  to  let  it 
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ap|)^r,  in  any  instance,  that  we  have  nbt  num^ 
bers  as  well  as  justice  of  our  side.  I  wish  you 
would  contrive  that  the  receipt  of  this  letter  and 
my  last,  might  be .  barely  acknowledged  by  a 
hint  in  the  Public  Advertiser. 


••   ''7'* 

N°67.  •   ^t-^ 


TO    JUNIUS. 

■•  . 

Prince'n  Court,  Monday^  Sept.  9; 

Mr.  Wilkes  had  the  honour  of  re* 
ceiving  from  the  same  gentleman  two  excellent 
letters  on  important  subjects^  one  dated  Aug. 
21st,  the  other  Sept.  7th.  He  begs  the  favour 
of  the  author  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  Mr* 
Wilkes's  communicating  his  answer  \ 


N^  68. 

TO    J.    WILKCS9   ESQ. 

10  Sfpt.  1771. 

You .  may  intrust  Wood^all  with  a  Ijetter 
foT  me.    Leave  the  rest  to  his  management. 

I  expect  that  you  will  not  enter  ^nto  any  ex* 
pl^ations  with  him  whatsoever  \ 

*  This  note  was  inserted  in  the  P.  A,  of  Sept.  10,  1771. 
*Mr.  Wilkes  has  written  on  it,  "  Received  by  the  Penny 
Post'* 
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N«  69. 

TO  JUNIUS* 

SIR,  Sepi.  12,  1771, 

I  BO  not  mean  to  indulge  the  imper- 
tinent curiosity  of  finding  out  the  most  import- 
ant secret  of  our  times,  the  author  of  Junius. 
I  will  not  attempt  with  profime  hands  to  tear 
the  sacred  veil  of  the  sanctuary  ;  I  am  disposed 
with  the  inhabitants  of  Attica,  to  erect  an  altar 
to  the  unknown  god  of  our  political  idolatry,  and 
will  be  content  to  worship  him  in  clouds  and 
darkness. 

This  very  circumstance,  however,  deeply 
embarrasses  me.  The  first  letter  with  which  I 
was  honoured  by  Junius,  called  for  a  thousand 
anecdotes  of  Crosby,  Sawbridge,  and  Towns^ 
hendy  too  tedious,  too  minute,  to  throw  upon 
paper,  which  yet  must  be  acted  upon,  and,  as  he 
well  knpws,  mark  the  character  of  men.  Junius 
has,  in.  my  idea,  too  fiivourable  sentiments  of 
Sawbridge.  I  allow  him  honest,  but  think  he 
has  more  mulishness  dian  understanding,  more 
understanding  than  candom".  He  is  become  the 
absolute  dup<e  of  Malagrida's  gang.  He  has 
declared^  that  if  he  was  chosen  mayor  this  year, 
he  would  not  serve  the  o£Sce,  but  fine,  because 
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Towtashend  ought  to  be  mayor.  Such  a  decla- 
ration is  certain,  and  in  my  opinion  it  borders 
on  insanity.  To  me  Sawbridge  complained  the 
last  year  that  his  sherif&lty  passed  in  a  conti- 
nual secret  cabal  of  Beckford,  Townshend  and 
Home,  without  the  communication  of  any  thing 
to  him  tin  the  moment  of  execution.  Sawbridge 
has  openly  acted  against  us.  Our  troops  Drill 
not  be  brought  at  present  to  fight  his  battles. 
Mrs.  Macauley  has  warmly  espoused  the  com- 
mon cause,  and  severely  condemns  her  brotheh 
Any  overtures  to  Sawbridge,  I  believe^  would 
have  been  rejected,  perhaps  treated  with  con- 
tempt, by  not  the  best  bred  man  in  the  island. 
How  could  I  begin  a  negotiation  when  I  was 
already  pledged  to  Crosby,  who  h^s  fed  himself 
with,  die  hope  of  that  and  the  memben^ip,  by 
which  I  overcame  his  niitttral  timidity  P  Junws 
sees  the  confidence  I  place  in  him.  Could  diere 
be  a  prospect  of  any  cordiality  between  Saw- 
bridge and  the  popular  party,  at  least  so  soon  as 
bis  mayoralty  ?  I  should  fear  the  Mani^on  House 
VouM  be  besieged,  and  taken  by  the  banditti  of 
the  Shelbumes.  But  what  I  am  sure  will  be  de- 
ciaive  to  Junius,  I  was  engaged  to  Crosby  before 
I  received  the  letter  of  Aug.  21,  and  I  have  not 
since  found  in  him  the  least  inclination  to  yidd 
the  favourite  point.  The  memberidup  <^  the 
dty  is  a  security  to  the  public  for  his  steadiness 
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in  the  cause.  Surely  then  it  would  have  been 
imprudent  to  have  ivished  a  chaise.  My  duty 
to  the  people  only  makes  me  ibrm  a  wish  for 
Crosby*  To  make  Ctod^y  mayor,  it  is  necessary 
to  return  to  the  court  of  aldermen  another  man 
so  obnoxious  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to 
elect  him*  Bridgfen  I  take  to  be  this  mam 
While  he  presided  in  the  city,  he  treated  them 
with  insolence,  was.  exceedingly  rude  and  scur* 
rilous  to  them  personally,  starved  them  at  the 
few  entertainments  he  gave,  and  pocketed  the 
city  cash.  As  he  has  always  voted  on  the  po* 
pular  «ide,  we  are  justified  to  the  livery  in  the 
recommendation  of  him,  and  the  rest  will  be 
guessed.  CrilKsby  will  probably  be  the  Uicum  te^ 
nens  of  Bridgen,  if  Bridgen  is  elected.  I  wrote 
the  letter  on  this  Subject  in  the  Public  Adver* 
tiser  of  iSept  5.  The  argument  there  is  specious, 
although  my  {Nivate  opinion  is,  the  House  oi 
Comiikom  will  not  again  £iU  into  that  snare. 
Into  anodier  I  am  satisfied  they  will.  The  House 
oP  Lords  too^  will,  I  think,  fUmish  a  most  in- 
teresting scene,  in  consequence  of  the  powers 
they  .usurp,  and  the  sheriff  mtons  the  attack* 
I  wish  this  great  business,  as  I  have  projected 
k^  could  be  uQraveUe4  in  a  lettet  or  two  to 
Junius,  but  the  detail  is  too  long  and  intricate. 
How  greatly  is  it  to  be  lamented  that  the  few 
real  friends  of  the  puUic  have  so  little  commu- 
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lUcaJiQa.  of  counsels,  so  few  and  only  distant 
means  of  a  r^rved  intercourse ! 

.  I  have  no.  where  met  Mdth  more  excellent 
and  abundant  political  matter  than  in  the  letter 
of  Junius  respecting  the  Bill  of  Rights*  He 
ought  to  know  from  me,  that  the  American  Dr. 
hw  (the  Gazetteer's  Junius  Americarius)  was  the 
author  of  the  too  long  Preamble,  Articles,  &c. 
They  were,  indeed,  sulmiitted  to  me  on  the 
morning  of  the  day  oi^  which  they  passed,  but  I 
made  few  corrections.  I  disliked  the  extreme 
verbiage  of  every  part,  and  wished  the  whole  put 
4igain  on  the  anvil.  Sir  Joseph  Ma\i^ey  and  I 
were  of  opinion  to  adjourn  the  business  for  a  re- 
consideration, but  the  majority  of  the  members 
were  too  impatient  to  have  something  go  forth  in 
their  names  to  the  puUic.  It  would  have  been 
h%h]y  imprudent  in  sir  Joseph  or  me  to  thwart 
them  in  so  favourite  a  point,  and  the  sutetance 
I  indeed  greatly  approve.  At  aU  times  I  hate 
taking  in  other  people's  ibul  linen  to  Wash.  The 
Society  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  have  been  called  my 
committee,  and  it  has  been  said  that  they  were 
governed  entirely  by  me.  This  has  spread  a 
jealousy  even  among  my  fiiends.  I  was  there- 
fore  necessitated  to  act  the  most  cautious  and 
prudent  part.  You  cannot  always  do  all  the 
good  you  wish^  and  you  are  sometimes  reduced 
to  the  necessity  of  yielding  in  a  particular  mo« 
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meat  to  conciliate  the  doubtful,  the  peevish,  or 
the  refractory.    Junius  may  be  assured  that  I 
will  warmly  recommend  the  formation  of  con* 
stitutional  clubs  in  several  parts  of  the  kingdom* 
I  am  satisfied  that  nothing  would  more  alarm 
the  ministry.     I  agree  that  the  shortening  the 
duration  of  parliaments  is  the  first  and  most  im** 
portant  of  all  considerations,  without  which  all 
the  rest  would  be  nugatory;  but  I  am  unhappy 
to  differ  with  Junius  in  so  essential  a  point  as 
that  of  triennial  parliaments.    They  are  inade*^ 
quate  to  the  cure  of  destroying  dependance  in 
the  members  on  the  crown.    They  only  lessen, 
not  root  out,  corruption,  and  only  reduce  the 
purchase  money  for  an  annuity  of  three  instead 
of  seven  years.     I  have  a  thousand  argumeats 
against  triennial  and  in  favour  of  annual  parlia* 
ments.     The  question  was  fairly  agitated  at  the 
London  Tavern,  and  several  of  your  friends^ 
owned  that  they  were  convinced.     The  subject 
is  too  copious  for  a  letter.    I  hope  to  read  Ju- 
Nius's  mature  and  deliberate  thoughts  on  this 
subject.     I  own  that  in  the  House  of  Commons 
sound  policy  would  rather  favour  triennial  par- 
liaments as  the  necessary  road  to  annual,  but 
the  constitutional  question  is  difierent. 

I  am  sorry  likewise  to  differ  with  Junius  as 
to  the  power  dejwre  of  the  legislature  to  disfran- 
chise any  boroughs.     How  originated  the  right. 
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•and  why  was  it  granted?  Old  Sarum  and  Gatton, 
fi>r  instance,  were  populous  places,  when  the 
h;^  of  re{»resentation  was  first  given  them. 
They  are  now  desolajte,  and  therefore  in  every 
thing  should  return  to  their  former  state*  A 
barren  mountain  or  a  single  ^m-house  can  have 
no  rejMresentation  in  parHament.  I  exceedingly 
approve  lord  Chatbam^^  idea  cf  increasing  the. 
numb»  of  knights '  of  sh|i^6s.  If  parliaments 
are  not  annuid,  I  should  not  disapprove  of  a 
third  part  of  the  legislative  body  going  out  every 
year  by  ballot,  and  of  consequence  an  annuid 
re-dection  in  part. 

I  am  So  iQuch  harassed  with  business  at  pre- 
sent, that  I  have  n^  time  to  mention  n)any 
particulars  of  importance,  and  these  three  days 
I  have  had  the  shivering  fits  of  a  slow  lurking 
fever,  a  strange  disorder  fot  Wilkes,  which 
makes  writing  painftil  to  me.  I  could  plunge 
the  patriot  daggw  in  the  heart  of  the  tyrant  c£ 
my  country,  but  my  band  would  now  tremble 
in  doing  it.  In  general  I  enjoy  settled  confirmed 
health,  to  which  I  have  for  some  years  paid 
great  attention,  chiefly  from  public  views. 

I  am  satisfied  that  Junius  now  means  me 
well,  and  I  wish  to  merit  moie  than  his  regard, 
his  friendship.  He  has  poured  balm  ifrto  my 
wounds,  the  deepest  of  which  I  sigh,  when  I 
recollect,  were  made  by  that  now  frien^y  hand* 
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I  am  always  ready  to  kiss  his  rod,  but  I  hope  its 
destihation  is  changed,  and  that  it  mil  never 
again  &li  as  heavy  upon  me  as  towards  the  con« 
elusion  cf  tile  year  1769,  wfa^i  Thurlow  said 
aneeringly,  the  government  prosecuted  Junius 
out  of  compliment  to  Wilkes. ,  I  warmly  widi 
Junius  my  inend.  As  a  public  man  I  think 
mysdf  secure  of  his  support,  for  I  will  only 
depend  on  j>opular  fiivour,  and  pursue  only  the 
true  constitutional  points  o£  liberty.  As  a  pri« 
vate  person  I  figure  to  myself  that  Jukius  is  as 
amiable  in  the  private  as  he  ia  great  in  the 
public  walk  of  life.  I  now  live  very  much  at 
home,  happy  in  the  degant  sodety  of  a  sensible 
daughter,  whom  Junius  has  noticed  in  the  most 
cbUging  manner. 

I  have  not  had  a  moment^s  conversation  with 
Woodfall  on  the  subject  of  our  correspondence, 
nor  did  I  mean  to  mention  it  to  him.  Alt  he 
can  guess,  will  be  from  the  following  card, 
which  I  shall  send  by  my  servant  with  this  letter. 
"  Mr.  Wilkes  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr. 
Woodfall,  and  desires  him  to  direct  and  forward 
the  enclosed  to  Junius."  After  the  first  letter 
of  Junius  to  me^  I  did  not  go  to  Woodfall  to 
pry  into  a  secret  I  had  no  xight  to  know.  The 
letter  itself  bore  the  stamp  of  Jove.  I  was 
neither  doubting  nor  impertinent.  I  wish  to 
comply  with  every  direction  of  Junius,  to  profit 
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by  his  hints,  and  to  have  the  permission  of  writ- 
ing to  him  on  any  important  occasion.  I  desire 
to  assure  him,  that  in  all  great  public  concerns, 
J  am  perfectly  free  from  every  personality  either 
of  dislike  or  affection*  The  Stoic  apathy  is  then 
really  mine. 

Lord  Chatham  said  to  me  ten  years  ago, 
<(•«*•*  »  {g  ^jjg  falsest  hypocrite  in  Eui 

rope.''  I  must  hate  the  man  as  much  as  even 
Junius  can,  for  through  this  whole  reign  almost 
it  has  been  •*•«•••*•  versus  Wilkes.  This 
conduct  will  probably  make  it  Wilkes  versus 
**♦*  *♦***.  Junius  must  imagine  that 
no  man  in  the  island  feels  what  he  writes  on  that 
occasion  more  than  I  do. 

This  letter  is  an  emanation  of  the  heart,  not 
an  e^rt  of  the  head.  It  claims  attention  from 
the  honest  zeal  and  sincerity  of  the  writer, 
whose  affection  for  his  country  will  end  only 
with  his  life. 

JOHN  WILKES, 


."i 
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TO    JOHN  WILKES^    ESQ*. 

SIR,'  London,  1 8//»  September,  1 77  K 

Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant  was 
carefully  conveyed  to  me.     I  am  much  flattered^ 

*  Written  on  by  him,  "  Received  Monday  afternoon,  Sep- 
tember 18,  1771." 
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as  you  politely  intended  I  should  be,  with  the' 
worship  you  are  pleased  to  pay  to  the  unknown* 
god  of  politics.  ^  I  find  I  am  treated  as  other* 
gods  usually  are  by  their  votaries,  with  sacrifice 
and  ceremony  in  abundance,  and  very  little  obe-- 
dience.  The  profession  of  your  faith  is  unex- 
ceptiooable ;  but  I  am  a  modest  deity,  and 
should  be  full  as  well  satisfied  with  good 'works 
and.  qiorality. 

'    There  is  a  rule  in  business  that  would  save' 
mueh^  time  if  it  were  generally  adopted.     A 
question  once  decided  is  7ib  longer  a  subject  of 
argument.   You  have  taken  your  resolution  about 
the  mayoralty.     What  I  have  now  to  say  is  riot 
meant  to  alter  i£,  but,  in  perfect  good  humour, 
to  guard  you  against  isome  inconveniences,  which'^ 
may  attend  the  execution.  It  is  your  own  aflair, 
and  though  I  still  think  you  have  chosen  inju- 
diciously, both  for  yourself  and  for  the  public, 
I  have  no  right  to  find  fault  or  to  tease  you  with 
reflections,  which  cannot  divert  you  from  your 
purpose. 

"  I  cannot  comprehend  the  reason  of  Mr.' 
CSrosby's  eagerness  to  be  lord  mayor,  unless  he 
proposes  to  disgrace  the  ofiice  and  himself  by 
ppcketing  the  salary.  In  that  case  he  will  create' 
a  disgust  among  the  citizen's;  of  which  you  and 
your:  party  will  feel  the  bad  effects,  and  as  for 
himself  he  may  bid  adieu  to  all  hopes  of  being 

VOL.   I.  X 
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retu^ie4  ^  ^^  ^^*    Tbat  he  sboidd  Uve^rith 
ijmosual  spIendQF  la  Qss^tially  ypur   interest 
md  hi^  own  i  $fiA  eveu  then  I  do  not  perceive 
Ihat  his  n>erits  are  so  di^tingqiahed  9^  to  entitle 
l|im  to  ^  doubly  reward*    Of  the  dignity  ok 
authority  of  a  (oQwn  tmenst  I  know  nothing ; 
qor  caDi  I  conc^ivQ  what  credit  Mi^  Crosby  is 
likely  to  derive  &Qm  representing  Mr.  Bridgcn. 
But  suppose  Bridgen  should  be  lord  mayor,  and 
should  keep  his  wprd  in  appointing  Crosby  his 
lieutenant^  I  sbpuld  be  glad  to  know,  who  is  to 
support  the  ei^pense  and  dignity  of  the  office  I 
It  may  suit  such  a  fellow  as  Bridgen  to  shut  up 
the  Mansion-house,  but  I  promise  you  his  eooki 
ncu^y  will  be  of  no  service  to  Mr*  Wilkes.    K 
3(0u  n^dce  him  xnayor,  you  will  be  made  answer^ 
able  £br  his  conduct ;  and  if  he  and  Crosby  be 
returned,  you  may  depend  upon  it  th^  court  oi 
aldermen  wiU  chopse  him. 

With  r^ajx^  to  Mr*  Sawbridge,  since  I  can<L 
i^pt  prevail  with  y qu  tQ  lay  the  foundation  of  a. 
closer  union  between  you,  by  any  positive  sa^ 
c^cq  in  hii^  &vour,  at  least  let  me  entreat  you 
ta  observe  %  qiQderate  and  guarded  conduct 
towarda  himi  I  should  be  much  concerned  td^ 
n^  his  <iiaracter  t|:aduced>  or  his  penum  insultedv, 
Jflfi  is  not  a  dupe  to  any  set  of  n^en  whatsoever^ 
Hqf  do  I  thiid^  he  ha9  taken  my  ^lent  or  det 
«iM:PfHli^atP9tyou.rr-      tab^exduded&om^ 
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tiiose  honours  which  are  the  only  rewards  he 
pretends  tO)  and  to  which  he  is  so  justly  entitled^ 
and  to  see  them  bestowed  upon  such  men  as 
Crosby  and  Bridgen^  is  enough  to  excite  and 
justify  his  resentment  All  this.  Sir,  is  matter 
of  convenience,  which  I  hope  you  will  consider. 
There  is  another  point,  upon  which  I  must  be 
much  more  serious  and  earnest  with  you.  You 
seem  to  have  no  anxiety  or  apprehension:  but 
lest  the  friends  of  lord  Shelbume  should  get 
possession  of  the  Mansion-house.  In  my  opi- 
nion they  have  no  chance  of  success  whatsoever. 
The  real  danger  is  from  the  interest  of  govern- 
ment ;  from  Hariey,  and  the  Tories. — If  while 
you  are  employed  in  counteracting  Mr.  Towns- 
hend,  a  ministerial  alderman  should  be  returned, 
you  will  have  ruined  the  cause. — You  will  have 
itdned  yourself,  and  for  ever.  To  say  that  Ju- 
Kitjs  could  never  forgive  you  is  nothing " ; — you 
could  never  forgive  yourself. — Junius  from  that 
moment  will  be  compelled  to  consider  you  as  a 
man  who  has  sacrificed  the  public  to  views  which 
were  every  way  unworthy  of  you.  If  then,  upoH 
ar  &ir  canvass  of  the  livexy,  you  should  see  a 
{^ebability  that  Bridgen  may  not  be  returned, 
let  that  point  be  given  up  at  once,  and  1^  Sem^ 
bridge  be  returned  with  Crosby  ; — ^a  more  likely 

•  See  note  to  Private  Letter,  No.  56,  ante,  p.  2S0. 

X  2 


308  PRIVATE  LETTERS. 

« 

way^  in  my  judgment,    to  make  Crosby  lord 
mayor. 

Nothing  can  do  you  greater  honour,  nor  be 
of  greater  benefit  to  the  community,  than  your 
intended  attack  upon  the  uncpnstif  utional  powers 
assumed  by  the  House  of  Lords.  You  have  my 
warmest  applause ;  and  if  I  can  assist,  command 
my  assistance.  The  arbitrary  power  of  fine  and 
imprisonment,  assumed  by  these  men,  would  be 
a  disgrace  to  any  form  of  legal  government  not 
purely  aristocratkah — Directly,  it  invades  the 
laws ;  indirectly,  it  saps  the  constitution.  Na- 
turally phlegmatic,  these  questions  warm  me.— 
I  envy  you  the  laurels  you  will  acquire. — Banish 
the  thought  that  Junius  can  make  a  dishonour- 
able or  an  imprudent  use  of  the  confidence  you 
repose  in  him.  When  you  have  leisure,  commu- 
nicate your  plan  to  me,  that  I  may  have  time  to 
examine  it,  and  to  consider  what  part  I  can  act 
with  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  cause.  The 
constitutional  argument  is  obvious.  I  wish  you 
to  point  out  to  me  where  you  think  the  force 
of  the  formal  legal  argument  lies.  In  pursuing . 
such  inquiries  I  lie  under  a  singular  disadvan-^ 
tage.  Not  venturing  to  consult  those  who  are 
qualified  to  inform  me,  I  am  forced  to  collect 
every  thing  from  books  or  common  conversation. 
The  pains  I  took  with  that  paper  upon  privilege, 
were  greater  than  I  can  express  to  you.    Yet 
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after  I  had  blinded  myself  with  poring  over  jour- 
nals, debates,  and  parliamentary  history,  I  was 
at  last  obliged  to  hazard  a  bold  assertion,  which 
I  am  now  convinced  is  true  (as  I  really  then 
thought  it),  because  it  has  not  been  disproved  or 
disputed. — There  is  this  material  difference  upon 
the  face  of  the  two  questions.  We  can  clearly 
shew  a  time  when  the  Lower  House  had  not  an 
unlimited  power  of  commitment  for  breach  of 
privilege.  Whereas  I  fear  we  shall  not  have  the 
same  advantage  over  the  House  of  Lords.  It  is 
not  that  precedents  have  any  weight  with  me  in 
opposition  to  principles ;  but  I  know  they  weigh 
with  the  multitude. 

My  opinion  of  the  several  articles  of  the  pro- 
posed .  declaration  remains  unaltered.  I  cannot 
pretend  to  answer  those  arguments  in  favour  of 
annual  parliaments,  by  which  you  say  the  friends 
of  Junius  were  convinced.  The  question  is  not 
what  is  best  in  theory  (for  there  I  should  un- 
doubtedly agree  with  you),  but  what  is  most  ex- 
pedient in  practice.  You  labour  to  carry  the 
constitution  to  a  point  of  perfection  which  it 
can  never  reach  to,  or  at  which  it  cannot  long 
be  stationary.  In  this  idea  I  think  I  see  the  mis- 
take of  a  speculative  man,  who  is  either  not  con- 
versant with  the  world,  or  not  sufficiently  per- 
suaded of  the  necessity  of  taking  things  a^  they 
are.     The  objection  drawn  from  the  purchase 
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of  an  annuitj  for  three  years  instead  af  set^en^ 
is  defective,  because  it  apjilies  in  the  same  pro- 
portion  to  an  annuity  for  one  year.  Tliis  is  no| 
the  question.  The  point  is  to  keep  the  represent 
tative  as  much  under  the  check  and  controul  of 
the  constituent,  as  can  be  done  consistently  with 
other  great  and  essential  objects.  But  without 
entering  iduther  into  the  debate,  I  would  advise^ 
that  this  part  of  the  declaration  be  expressed  in 
general  terms ;  viz.  ta  shorten  the  dxu*ation  of 
parliaments.  This  mediating  expedient  will,  for 
the  present,  take  in  both  opinions,  and  leave 
open  the  quantum  of  time  to  a  future  discnsirion. 
In  answer  to  a  general  argument,  by  which 
the  uncontroulable  right  of  the  people  to  form 
the  third  part  of  the  legislature  is  defended,  you 
torge  against  me  two  gross  cases,  which  undoubt- 
edly call  for  correction.  These  cases,  you  may 
believe,  did  not  escape  me,  and  by  the  bye,  ad- 
mit of  a  particular  answer.  But  it  is  not  treat* 
ing  me  fairly  to  oppose  general  principles  with 
particular  abuses.  It  is  not  in  human  policy  to 
form  an  institution  from  which  no  possible  in-* 
convenience  shaU  arise.  I  did  not  pretend  to  de- 
liver a  doctrine,  to  which  there  could  be  no  pos- 
sible objection.  We  are  to  chuse  between  bet- 
ter and  worse.  Let  us  come  feirfy  to  the  point* 
— ^Whether  is  it  safer  to  deny  the  legislature  a 
power  of  dis&ancl^ising  all  the  electors  of  a  Ixh 
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TQi^ ;  (i^tb^  if  denied,  eniaib  a  ntimhtr  6f 
fdO^ft  boroughs  tipbn  the  constitution)— ot  tb 
mbnUfOie  fnoW^r,  knd  d&  lei&ve  it  mth  the  legisU- 
liiM  to  diD^tidbtse  oif  arbitrium  every  boTDUgh 
Kttd  (itiuuty  in  the  kingdom.  If  you  deny  the 
e^nili^ilfenee,  it  trill  be  incumbent  upon  you  to 
J^roffe  by  poHUve  teasoning  that  a  power  wbidi 
kt^  in  tliift  eate  of  Aylesbury  or  New  l%or«. 
hatti)  ^Ib^  ifcol^  bold  in  the  case  of  York,  London, 
M  Middlesex.  1\)  this  question  I  desire  a  direct 
aOftw^r ;  and  \lt^en  we  have  fixed  our  pfincipleii, 
w«  !a»y  r«^;ularly  descend  to  the  detail.  The 
t9iife%  of  GMton  and  Old  Sarum  do  not  embar* 
yft^  Wt.  Tlieir  right  to  return  members  to  pai^- 
liametlt  has  neither  fkct  nor  theory  to  support  it. 
•^«*  Tliey  have^  botiA  Jt^^  no  electors..**^  Coifc 
ne^^nMy  there  is  no  man  to  be  dispossessed  of 
Ms  firfedlibold.  No  man  to  be  diid&anchised  of  hib 
tight  of  election..  At  the  worst,  supposing  th6 
iliinihilation  6f  these  pretended  bwoughs  could 
no  way  be  reconciled  to  my  own  principles,  1 
iSbaU  only  say,,  give  me  a  healtlfy,  vigorous  con»> 
itifution,  and  1  shall  hatdly  consult  my  looking- 
^lasl9  to*  <fiscever  k  blemish  upon  my  skin. 

YoU  ask  me-,  flom  whence  did  the  right  origi- 
i^RMfe,  and  for  What  putpose  was  it  granted  ?  t 
da  not  see  i%e  tendiency  of  these  questions,  but  I 
*tf sifter  them  withtiUt  scruple :  *  In  general  it 
fttdfte  fitiin  ^  king's  wtits^  and  it  wks  grant^ 
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with  a  view  to  balance  the  power  of  the  nobilit3r5 
and  to  obtain  aids  /rpm  the  people/r— But  with- 
out 'looking  back  to  an  obscure  antiquity,  from 
which  no  certain  information  can  be  colleipted. 
you  will  find  that  the  laws  of  Engl^and  have  much 
greater  regard  to  possession  (of  a  certain  length) 
than  to  any  other  title  whatsoever  ;  andthaty.in 
every  kind  of  property  which  savours  of  the  vBr 
ality^  this  doctrine  is  .most  wisely  the  basis  of 
our  English  jurisprudence.  Though  I  use^  the 
terms  of  art,  do  not  injure  me  so  much  as^tp.  sus- 
pect I  am  a  lawyer* — ^I  had  as  lief  bc;  a  Scotch- 
man.— It  is  the  encouragement  given  to  dilutes 
about  titles,  which  has  supported  that  iniquitous 
profession  at  the  expense  of  the  community .-7- 
As  to  this  whole  argument  about  rotten  borpughjs, 
if  I  seem  zealous  in  supporting  my  opinion,  it  is 
not  from  a  conception  that  the^  constitution  can- 
not possibly  be  relieved  from  them — I  ipean  only 
to  reconcile  you  .to  an  evil  which  cannot  safi^y 
be  removed.  .  , 

Now,  Mr.  Wilkes,  I  shall  deal  very  plainly 

» 

with  you.  The  subject  of  my  first, letter  was 
private  and  personal,  and  I  am  content  it  :Sho\|Jd 
be  forgotten.  Your  letter  to  me  is^  also .  sacred. 
But  my  second  letter  is  of  public  import,^  rand 
must  not  be  suppressed.  I  did  not  mean  thatit 
should  be  buried  in  Prince's  Court.  It  would  be 
unfair  to  embarrass  you  with  a  new  question^ 
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while  your  city  election  is  depending.  But  if  I 
.perceive  that  within  a  reasonable  time  after  that 
business  is  concluded,  no  steps  are  taken  with 
the  Bill  oC  Rights  to  form  a  new,  short,  and  ra- 
tional declaration  (whether  by  laying  my  letter 
before  the  Society,  or  by  any  other  mode  that 
you  shall  think  advisable,)  I  shall  hold  myself 
obliged,  by  a  duty  paramount  to  all  other  consi- 
derations, to  institute  an  amicable  suit  against 
the  Society  before  the  tribunal  of  the  public. 
Without  asperity,  without  petulance  or  dis- 
respect, I  propose  to  publish  the  second  letter, 
iand  *to  answer  or  submit  to  argument.  The  ne- 
Icessity  of  taking  this  step  will  indeed  give  me 
pain,  for  I  well  know  that  differences  between 
the  advocates  are  of  no  service  to  the  cause. 
But  the .  lives  of  the  best  of  us  are  spent  in 
choosing  between  evils, — As  to  you,  Sir,  you 
may  as  well  take  the  trouble  of  directing  that 
Society,  since  whatever  they  do  is  placed  to  your 
account. 

The  domestic  society  you  speak  of  is  much 
to  be  envied.  I  fancy  I  should  like  it  still  better 
than  you  do.  I  too  am  no  enemy  to  good  fel- 
lowship, and  have  often  cursed  that  canting  par- 
son for  wishing  to  deny  you  your  claret.  It  is 
for  him^  and  men  like  Hm^  to  beware  of  intoxi- 
catioii;  Though  I  do  not  place  the  little  plea^ 
sures  of  life  in  competition  with  the  glorious  bu« 
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idltiess  df  inrtruoti^  and  directing  the  pebplv^ 
yet  I  nee  ao  rfeteon  why  a  wise  toad  may  not 
tBHite  the  ptiMic  virtues  of  Cat05  with  the  indul* 
^ence  of  £picura8« 

Continue  c^r^l  of  yOtti'  faeal<ii«.  Y^ul-  head 
is  too  taaefiil  to  be  spared,  and  your  hand  may  bb 
Minted.  Think  no  more  <^  what  i»  past  Yoo 
dad  not  then  stand  so  wdl  in  my  opihiob ;  and 
it  ^as  necessary  to  liie  plan  of  that  letter  to  rate 
you  lower  than  you  desei^ed*  The  woubd  hi 
curable,  and  the  scar  shall  be  no  disgrack  to  you. 

I  willingly  aiTcept  of  as  much  of  ydur  fri^md* 
sAiip  as  you  can  impart  to  a  man  whom  you  wiQ 
assuredly  never  know.  Besides  every  persmaal 
consideration,  if  I  were  known,  I  could  M 
longer  be  an  useful  servant  to  the  pubhic«  At 
ptesent  there  is  something  Oracular  in  the  de- 
livery of  my  opiniohs,  I  qpeak  froib  a  recess 
which  no  human  Curiosity  can  penetrate,  and 
darkness,  we  are  told^  is  one  source  of  tfa6 
sublime. — The  mystery  of  Junius  increases  his 
iinportante. 

JUNIOR. 

FHHct*M  KkfiHH,  Tkur$d^,  Sept.  19. 

Mm.  WkxjtEs  a^vk^  Mr^  VfmiM  ft* 
the  care  of  the^  fbrtnet  tett»,  and  dtflires  him  60 
transmit  the  enclosed  to  Ji^iui^ 
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SIR»  Sspt.  19,  1771. 

I  HAD  last  night  the  honour  of  your 
letter  of  yesterday's  date.  I  am  just  going  to 
the  Ccmunon  Hall,  but  first  take  up  the  pen  to 
thank  you  for  the  kipdness  you  express  to  me^ 
and  to  say  that  the  Bill  of  Rights  meet  next 
Tuesday.  I  thought  it  necessary  not  to  lose  a 
moment  in  giving  you  this  information,  that 
whatever  you  judge  proper  may  be  submitted  to 
diat  Society  as  early  as  possible.  Junius  may 
command  me  in  every  thing.  When  he  says^ 
**  my  second  letter  is  of  public  import,  and 
must  not  be  suppressed.  I  did  not  mean  that  it 
should  be  buried  in  Prince's  Court," — does  he 
wish  it  should  be  communicated  to  the  Society^ 
and  in  what  manner  ?  The  beginning  of  th^ 
second  letter  refers  to  a  first  letter,  and  somd 
other  expressions  may  be  improper  for  the  know^ 
ledge  of  the  Society.  I  wait  Jxjnius's  directions.. 
I  beg  his  free  sentiments  on  all  occasions.  I 
mean  next  week  to  state  a  variety  of  particulars 
for  his  consideration  and  in  answer  to  his  letter. 
I  had  now  ovly  a  moment  to  mention  a  point  of 
business  and  a  feeh'ng  of  gratitude. 

JOHN  WILKESL 
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N*'  72. 

TO   J.    WILKES,    ESQ. 

SIR,  21    Sept.   1771'. 

SiKCE  you  are  so  obliging  as  to  say,  you 
will  be  guided  by  my  opinion  as  to  the  manner 
of  laying  my  sentiment*-,  before  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  whole  of  the 
second  letter  may  not  be  read  there  next  Tues- 
day, except  the  postscript,  which  has  no  con- 
nection with  the  rest,  and  the  word  ridiculous, 
which  may  naturally  give  offence; — as  I  mean 
to  persuade  and  soften,  not  irritate  or  offend. 
Let  that  word  be  expunged.  The  prefatory  part 
you  may  leave  or  not  as  you  think  proper.  You 
are  not  boiind  to  satisfy  any  mail's  curiosity  upon 
9,  private  matter,  and  upon  my  silence  you  may, 
I  believe,  *  depend  entirely.  As  to  other  pas- 
sages I  have  no  favour  or  affection,  so  let  all 
go.  It  should  be  copied  over  in  a  better  hand. 
If  any  objections  are  raised,  which  are  an- 
swered  in  my  third  letter,  you  will,  I  am  sure, 
answer  for  me,  so  far  forth,  ore  temts. 

■         "  ■     JUNIUS. 

By  all  means  let  it  be  copied.— This  manu- 
script is  for  private  use  only. 

'  Written  on  it  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  ''  Received  Sept.  23,  1771/' 
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N^  73. 

TO  J.  WILKES,    ESQ. 
s  IK,  Moncla/. 

When  I  wrote  to  you  on  Saturday,  it 
did  not  occur  to  me  that  your  own  advertisement 
had  already  informed  the  public  of  your  receiv- 
ing two  letters;  your  omitting  the  preamble  to 
the  second  letter  would  therefore  be  to  no  pur- 
pose. 

In  my  opinion  you  should  not  wish  to  de- 
cline the  appearance  of  being  particularly  ad- 
dressed  in  that  letter.  It  is  calculated  to  give 
you  dignity  with  the  public.  There  is  more  in 
it  than  perhaps  you  are  aware  of.  Depend  upon 
ity  the  perpetual  union  of  Wilkes  and  mob  does 
you  no  service.  Not  but  that  I  love  and  esteem 
the  mob. — It  is  your  interest  to  keep  up  dignity 
and  gravity  besides.  I  would  not  make  myself 
cheap  by  walking  the  streets  so  much  as  you  do. 
Verbum  sat. 

N°  74. 

TO    JUNIUS. 

SIR,  Wednesday,  Sept.  25. 

Yesterday  I  attended  the  meeting  of. 
the  Society  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  laid  before 
them  the  letter,  which  I  had  the  honour  of  re- 

*  Written  on  it  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  "  Received  Sept.  23. 1771," 
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ceiving  from  you  on  the  7th  of  September.  The 
few  lines  of  the  preamble  I  omitted ,  the  word 
ridkulouSj  according  to  your  directions,  and  a 
veiy  few  more  lines  towards  the  conclusion* 
All  the  rest  was  a  faithful  transcript^  the  exact 
tenor^.  The  season  of  the  year  occasioned  the 
meeting  to  be  ill  attended.  Only  eleven  mem« 
bers  were  present.  The  following  resolution 
passed  unanimously :  **  That  Mr.  Wilkes  be  de- 
aired  to  transmit  to  Junius  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  for  his  letter,  and  to  assure  him,  that  it 
wasJ  received  with  all  the  respect  due  to  his  dis* 
tinguished  char^ter  and  abilities.^'  Soon  after 
my  fever  obliged  me  to  return  home*  and  thave 
not  heard  pf  any  thing  further  being  done ;  but 
Mr.  Lee  told  me  he  thought  the  letter  capable 
of  a  full  answer,  which  he  meant,  en  a  future 
i9y%  to  submit  to  the  Society,  and  would  pre- 
viously communiQate  to  me.    The  letter  is  left 

■  When  Mr.  Wilkes  wa»  prosecuted  in  the  year  1764,  for 
publishing  the  North  Briton,  No.  45,  lord  Mansfield  issued 
an  order  for  Mr.  Wilkes's  attorney  or  solicitor  to  attend  at  his 
house*  on  the  morning  previous  to  the  trial,  *'  to  shew  cause 
why  the  information  in  this  cause  should  not  be  amended  by 
striking  out  the  word  purport,  in  the  several  places  where  it 
ii»  n|ei«ti«ii«d  ii^  the  said  information,  (except  in  the  first 
pipfia)  sipj  ins^rlin^  instead  thereof,  the  word  t£nor.''  The 
Cfailitf  Jijisticf^  was  accused  of  having  suggested  this  ^tteration, 
and  several  objections  were  taken  to  it,  which>  in  argviment, 
were^ovienAded  by  the  Court. 
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ki  the  hand9  of  Mr.  Re^molds,  who  h^s  the  care 
pf  the  other  papers  of  the  Society,  with  direc- 
tioiid  to  permit  every  member  to  peruse,  and 
even  transcribe  it,  on  the  promise  of  non-pub- 
lication. Some  particular  expressions  appeared 
leather  too  harsh  and  grating  to  the  ears  of  some 
of  the  m^nbers. 

Surely,  Sir,  nothing  in  the  advertisement  I 
inserted  in  the  Public  Advertiser,  could  lead  to 
the  idea  of  the  two  letters  I  mentioned  coming 
irom  Junius.  I  ^itreat  him  to  peruse  once  more 
that  guarded  advertisement.  I  hope  that  Mr. 
BuU^s  and  my  address  of  Saturday,  was  ap- 
proved where  I  most  desire  it  should  be  thought 
Qf  favourably,  I  know  it  made  our  enemies 
wince  in  the  most  tender  part. 

I  an)  too  iU  to-day  to  add  more. 

JOHN  WILKES, 


No  75^ 

TO   J.  WILKES,  ESQ. 

SIR^  leth  October,  1771. 

I  CANNOT  help  expressing  to  you  my 
thanks  and  approbation  of  your  letter  of  this  day'* 

*  This  was  a  long  address  frota  Mr.  Wiltes  to  the  livery  of 
Londtti^  in  his  own  defence,  from  an  attack  which  had  been 
Buuk  ufxm  him  by  Mr.  Alderman  Townshend.  We  shall  ex- 
t|act  such  partsof  itas  are  more  particularly  alluded  to  by 
JvKivs  in  ilm  letter. 
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I  tjt^ink  it  pi*oper,  m^nly,  and  to  the  purpose.  In. 
these  aJtt^rc£^tions  nothing  can  be  more  useful,' 
than  to  preserve  dignity  and  sang  froid-^firHter- 
in  rCy  smvit^r  in  modo^  increases  both  the  force- 
and  the  severity.  Your  conduct  to  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge  is  every  thing  I  could  wish'.  Be  assured, 
you  will  find  it  both  honourable  and  judicious. 
Had  it  been  adopted  a  little  sooner,  you  might 
have  returned  him  and  Crosby,  and  taken  the 
whole  merit  of  it  to  yourself.  If  I  am  truly  in- 
formed  of  Mr.  S.'s  behaviour  on  the  hustings,  I 
must  confess  it  does  not  satisfy  me.  But  perse-: 
verance,  management,  and  determined  good 
humour,  will  set  every  thing  right,  and,  in  the 
end,  break  the  heart  of  Mr.  Home.  Nothing 
can  be  more  true  than  what  you  say  about  great 
men*.    They  are  indeed  a  worthless,  pitiful  race. 

*  ''  Mr.  Townshend  asks,  '  Does  he  (Mr.  Wilkes)  allow  one 
man  in  the  court  of  aldermen  to  be  worthy  of  your  confidence, 
except  himself  and  Mr.  Crosby  ?'  Let  me  state  the  question 
about  Mr.  Sawbridge.  Mr.  Wilkes  has  declared  under  his 
hand^  in  all  the  public  papers.  '  No  man  can  honour  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge  more  than  I  do,  for  every  public  and  private  virtue, 
which  constitutes  a  great  and  amiable  character.'  Was  this 
praise  cold  or  penurious  >  Was  it  not  deserving  a  bettei^  re- 
turn than  it  s^ems  to  have  found  ?  Is  not  such  a  character 
worthy  of  your  cgnfidence  f  "     Mr.  Wilkes's  letter  of  Oct.  15. 

*  "  Mr.  Morris  told  us  at  the  Bill  of  Rights,  that  when  he 
pressed  Mr.  Townshend  about  the  affiiir  of  the  printers,  his 
answer  was^  that  he  did  not  find  he  should  be  supported  by 
any  grtat  man,  and  otherwise  it  would  be  imprudent,  therefore 

did 
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Chatham  has  gallantly  thrown  away  the  scab- 
bard)  and  never  flinched*  From  that  moment 
I  began  to  like  him« 

I  see  we  do  not  agree  about  the  strict  right 
of  pressing'.     If  you  are  as  sincere  as  I  am, 

did  not  chuse  to  act  in  it.  The  prudent  Mr.  Townshend  maf 
wait  the  consent  of  great  men,  I  will  on  a  national  call  follow 
instantly  the  line  of  my  duty^  regardless  of  their  applause  or 
cenMire.  Public  spirit  and  virtue  are  seldom  in  the  company 
of  his  Lordihip  or  his  Grace.  [The  case  of  the  printers  is 
detailed  in  note  to  Miscellantous  Letter^  No.  xcn.  Vol.  III. 
p.  345.] 

"  Has  not,  by  the  ccmduct  of  your  Magistrates,  a  complefk 
victory  been  gained  over  the  usurped  powers  both  of  the 
Crown  and  tlie  House  of  Commons  ?  The  two  questions  had 
been  frequently  agitated  among  the  frietids  of  liberty,  eveh 
while  I  remained  at  the  King's  Bench.  When  the  city  and  the 
nation  had  clearly  decided  in  favour  of  the  cause,  the  greai 
men  followed,  as  they  generally  do,  joined  the  puUic  cry,  an^ 
thronged  to  the  Tower  to  pay  their  tardy  tribute  of  praise  to 
the  persecuted  patriots.  The  boainesB  had  been  completed 
without  their  assistance.  In  all  such  cases  I  am  persuaded  we 
shall  find,  that  the  people  will  be  obliged  to  do  their  own  bu- 
siness ;  but  if  it  succeeds,  they  may  be  sure  of  the  concurrence 
and  applause  of  the.  great ,  and  their  ev^en  entering  the  mo«t 
lothsome  prisons  or  dungeons— <m  a  short  visit  of  parade.^ 
Mr.  Wilkes's  letter  of  Oct.  15. 

'  '^  As  a  good  Englishman  and  citizen,  I  thanked  my  bre- 
thren Sawbridge  and  Oliver  for  having  so  nobly  discharged 
their  duty  as  aldermen  in  the  business  of  press  warrants,  on 
which  I  expatiated  as  the  most  cruel  species  of  general  war- 
rants,"   Id. 

VOL.  I.  Y 


; 
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we  shall  not  quarrel  about  a  difTerence  of  dpi* 
oipn.  I  shall  say  a  feW  words  to-morrow  on  this" 
subject,  under  the  signature  of  Philo  Junius.<~i 
The  letters  under  that  name  have  been  hastily 
drawn  up,  but  the  principles  are  tenable.  I 
thought  your  letter  about  the  military  very  pro^ 
per  and  well  drawn  % 

JUNIUS. 

'  A  few  days  previous  to  Messrs.  Wilkes  and  Bull  entering 
upon  Uieir  office  of  ^erifli  of  London,  they  addressed  a  short 
letter  to  the  livery,  containing  a  paragraph  respecting  the  mU 
litary,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : — 

**  We  have  observed  with  the  deepest  concernx  ^at  a  mili- 
tary force  ^j  on  several-late  oc^asionsy  been  emj^oyed  by  an 
unprincipled  administration,  under  the  pretence  of  assisting 
the  civil  power  in  carrying  the  sentence  of  the  laws  into  exe- 
cution. The  conduct  of  the  present  sheriffi,  in  the  remark- 
able case  of  the  two  junbappj^  men  who  suffered  in  July,  near 
Pethnal  Creep,  ww  tn^ly  patiiottc.  We  are  determined  to 
follow  so  meritorioi^  aa  ^^^ample,  and  as  that  melancholy  part 
qf  our  ofpce  will  conunence  in  a  very  few  days,  we  take  this 
ppportunity  of  declaring,  that  as  the  constitution  hasenti:usted 
.1^  with  the  wbol^  power  of  the  county,  we  will  not,  during 
ifijff  sherii]^ky,.sufftr  any  part  of  the  army  to  interfere,  or 
4!vep  to  attend,  as  on  many  form^  occasiens,  on  the  pretenee 
of  Riding  or  assisting  the  civil  ma^strate.  Tbis  resolption  we 
declai'e  to  the  puUic,  and  to  administration,  to  prevent,  during 
our  continuance  in  office,  tlie  sendtng  of  any  detachments 
from  the  regular  forces  on  such  a  service,  and  the  possibility 
of  all  future  alarming  disputes.  The  civil  power  of  this  coun* 
try  we  are  sure  b  able  to  support  itself  and  a  good  govern- 
ment. The  magistrate,  with  the  assistance  of  those  in  his 
jurisdiction,  is  by  experience  known  to  be  strong  enough  to 

enforce 
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N*  76. 

TO  JUNIUS. 

SIR,  Oct.  17,  1771. 

I  AM  not  yet  recovered,  and  to-day  have 
been  harassed  with  complaints  against  the  great- 
est villains  out  of  hell,  the  bailifis ;  but  so  very 
polite  and  friendly  a  letter  as  Junius's  of  yester- 
day, demands  my  earliest  and  warmest  acknow- 
ledgments. I  only  take  up  the  pen  to  say,  that 
I  think  myself  happy  in  his  approbation,  that  a 
line  of  applause  from  him  gives  the  same  brisk 
circulation  to  my  spirits,  as  a  kiss  from  Chloe, 
and  that  I  mean  soon  to  communicate  to  him  a 
project  of  importance. — I  will  skirmish  with  the 
great  almost  every  day  in  some  way  or  other. 

enforce  all  legal  commands,  without  the  aid  of  a  standing 
army.  Where  that  ig  not  the  case,  a  nation  must  sink  into  an 
absolttte  military  government,  and  every  thing  vakiaMe  to  the 
sulject  be*  at  the  mercy  of  the  soldiery  and  their  commander. 
We  leave  to  our  brave  countrymen  of  the  army  the  glory  of 
conquering  our  foreign  enemies.  We  pledge  ourselves  to  the 
public  for  the  faithful  and  exact  discharge  of  our  duty  in  every 
emergency  without  their  amstaoce.  We  desire  to  save  them 
a  service  we  know  ihey  detest^  ind  we  take  on  oursdves  the 
painful  task  of  those  unpleasing  scenes^  which  our  office  calls 
upon  us  to  superintend.  The  laws  of  our  country  shall,  in  all 
instances  during  our  sheriflklty,  be  solely  enforced  by  the  au« 
thority  and  vigour  of  the  civil  magistrate/' 

y  2 
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Does  Junius  approve  the  following  manoeuvre, 
instead  of  going  in  a  gingerbread  chariot  to  yawn 
through  a  dull  sermon  at  St.  Paul's. 

Oid  Bailey,  Oct. 'Uth,  1771. 

"  Mr*  Sheriff  Wilkes  presents  his  duty  to 
the  Lord  Mayot,  and  asks  his  Lordship's  leave 
to  prefer  the  real  service  of  his  country  to-mor- 
row in  the  administration  of  justice  here,  to  the 
vain  parade  on  the  anniyersary  of  the  accession 
of  a  prince,  under  whose  inauspicious  govern- 
ment an  universal  discontent  prevails  among  the 
people,  and  who  still  leaves  the  most  intolerable 
grievances  of  his  subjects  unredressed." — This 
card  to  be  published  at  length.  Will  Junius 
suggest  any  alteration  or  addition  ?  It  is  a  bold 
step.— The  sessions  will  not  be  ended  on  the 
25th,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  attend. 
'  I  will  follow  all  your  hints  about  Mr.  Sawbridge. 
— I  am  sorry  to  differ  so  much  from  you,  about 
press  warrants.  I  own  that  I  have  warmly  gone 
through  that  opposition  upon  the  clear  convic* 
tion  that  efvery  argument  alledged  for  the  lega- 
lity of  the  press  warrant  would  do  equally  well 
for  ship  money.  I  believe  Junius  as  sincere  as 
myself;  I  will  therefore  be  so  far  from  quarrel- 
ling with  him  for  any  difference  of  opinion,  that,^ 
when  I  find  we  disagree,  I  will  act  with  double 
caution,  and  some  distrust  of  the  certainty  of 
my  being  clearly  in  the  right. 
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I  hope  the  Sheriffs  letter  to  Mn  Akerman 
has  yoiir  approbation. .  Does  Junius  wish  for.  any 
dinner  or  ball  tickets  for  the  lord  mayor's,  day, 
for  himself,  or  ^ends,  or  a  fkvoorite,  or  Junia  ? 
The  xlay  will  be  worth  observation.  Whether 
cretd  an  carbone  7U)tandus^  I  do  not  know ;  but 
the  people^  5ir,  the  people  are  the  sight.  How 
happy  should  I  be  to  see  my  Portia  here  dance 
a  graceful  minuet  with  Ju^nius  Brutus  !  but  Ju* 
mvs  is  inexorable  .and  I  submit.  I  would  send 
your  tickets  to  .;Woodfall. 

.  To-morrow  I  go  with  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
my  brother  sheriff  to  Rochester  to  take  up  our 
freedoms.    We  return  on  Sunday  night.    . 

I  entreat  of  Junius  to  favour  me  with 
every  idea,  which  occurs  to  him  for  the  com- 
mon eause,  in  every  particular  relative  to  my 
x^onduct.  He  shall  find  me  no  less  grateful  than 
ductile* 

JOHN  WILKES. 


N^77. 


TO  J.  WILKES,    ESQ. 

L(mdmi,2l  October,  ill h 

Many  thanks  for  ydur  obliging  offer ; 
H-but  alas!  my  age  and  figure  would  do  but 
little  <;redit  to  my  partner.— *I  acknowledge  the 
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rdation  between  Cato  and  Portia,  but  in  tnitli 
I  see  no  connection  between  Junius  and  a  mi* 
nuet. 

You  shall  have  my  opinion  whenever  you 
think  proper  to  ask  it,  freely,  honestly,  and 
heartily. — ^If  I  were  only  a  party  man,  I  should 
naturally  concur  in  any  enterprise,  likely  to 
create  a  bustle  without  risk  or  trouble  to  my- 
self. But  I  love  the  cause  independent  of  per* 
sons,  and  I  wish  well  to  Mr.  Wilkes  independ- 
ent of  the  cause.  Feeling,  as  I  really  do,  for. 
others  where  my  own  safety  is  provided  for,  the 
danger  to  which  I  expose  a  simple  printer,  a& 
flicts  and  distresses  me.  It  lowers  me  to  myself 
to  draw  another  into  a  hazardous  situation  which 
I  cannot  partake  of  with  him.  This  considera- 
tion will  account  for  my  abstaining  from  *  •  •  • 

•  •  *  •  *  so  long,  and  fat  the  undeserved  mode- 
ration with  which  I  have  treated  him.  I  know 
my  ground  thoroughly  when  I  affirm  that  he 
alone  is  the  mark.  It  is  not  Bute,  nor  even  the 
Princess  Dowager.  It  is  *♦*•***•••*** 

•  ##•••••***••••  ^hom  every  honest 

man  should  detest,  and  every  brave  man  should 
attack.  Some  measures  of  dignity  and  prudence 
must  nevertheless  be  preserved  lor  our  own 
sakes*  I  think  your  intended  message  to  tht 
Lord  Mayor  is  more^spirited  than  judicious,  and 
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that  it  may  be  attended  with  consequences 
which  (compared  with  the  single  purpose  of 
«•*•*•••••••«*•*••  «^  are  not  worth 

hazarding — twi  est  il0ft£{>— consider  it  is  not 
Junius  or  Jack  Wilkes^  but  a  g^ve  sheriff  (fo* 
grave  you  should  be)  who  marks  his  entrance 
into  office  with  a  direct  outrage  to  the  *•*•♦♦• 
•  •#*•#  •  •  * .    th^t  it  is  only  an  outra^, 

and  leads  to  nothing* — Will  not  courtiers  takd 
advantage  ?  Will  not  Whigs  be  oflfeitded  ?  And 
whether  offended  or  not,  will  not  all  parties 
pretend  to  condemn  you  ?  If  measures  and  not 
men  has  any  mecmij;^  (and  I  own  it  has  very 
litUe),  it  must  hold  particularly  in  the  case  of 
«««•#««•«  i^n^  if  tpiitji  and  reason  be  on 

one  side,  and  all  the  common-place  to^icfr  on 
the  other,  can  you  doubt  to  which  side  the  muk 
titude  will  incline  i  %sides,  that  it  is  too  early 
to  begin  this  kind  of  attack,  I  confess  I  am  anx^ 
ious  for  your  safety.  I  know  that  in  the  ordi* 
nary  course  of  law  they  cannot  hurt  you ;  but 
did  the  idea  of  a  Bill  of  Banishment  never  oe« 
cur  to  you  ?  And  don't  you  think  a  demonstra- 
tion of  this  kind  on  your  part  might  furnish  gcu 
vemment  with  a  specious  pretence  for  destroy;. 
ing  you  at  once,  by  a  summary  proceedit^? 
Consider  the  measure  coolly  and  then  determine* 
If  these  loose  thoughts  ^ould  pot  weigl^ 
witii  you  as^  much  as  I  could  wish,  I  would  then 
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recommend  a  little  tdteration  in  the  message. 
I  would  have  it  stated  thus  :— 

"  Princess  Court,  24  October,  1771. 

^*  Mr.  Wilkes  presents  his  duty  to  the  Lord 
Mayor,  and  flatters  himself  he  shall  be  honoured 
with  his  Lordship's  approbation,  if  he  prefers 
the  real  service  of  his  country  to-morrow  in  the 
administration  of  justice  at  the  Old  Bailey,  to 
liie  vain  parade  of  a  procession  to  St.  Paul's. — 
With  the  warmest  attachment  to  the  House  of 
Hanover,  and  the  most  determined  allegiance 
to  the  chief  magistrate,  he  hopes  it  will  not  be 
thought  incumbent  on  him  to  take  an  active 
part  in  celebrating  the  accession  of  a  prince, 
under  whose  inauspicious  reign  the  English  con- 
stitution has  been  grossly  and  deliberately  vio- 
lated, the  civil  rights  of  the  people  no  less  dar& 
ingly  invaded,  and  their  humble  petitions  for  re-, 
dress  rejected  with  contempt.'* — 

In  the.  first  part,  to  ask  a  unan^s  leave  to  prefer 
the  real  service  of  our  country  to  a  vain  parade^ 
seems,  if  serious,  too  servile ; — if  jest,  unsea- 
sonable, and  rather  approaching  to  burlesque.— 
The  rest  appears  to  me  not  less  strong  than 
your  own  words,  and  better  guarded  in  point  of 
safety,  which  you  neglect  too  much. — I  am  now 
a  little  hurried,  and  shall  write  to  you  shortly 

upon  some  other  topics^ 

i  JUNIUS. 


J 
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« 

TO    JUNIUS. 

Princess  Court,  Monday  Morning,  Nov.  4. 

On  my  return  home  last  night  I  had 
the  very  great  pleasure  of  reading  the  Dedica- 
tion and  Preface  which  Mr.  Woodfall  left  for  me. 
I  am  going  with  the  city  oflScers  to  invite  the 
little  great  to  the  custard  on  Saturday.  Perdi- 
tur  hoc  inter  misero  huv.  I  shall  only  add,  accept^ 
^gh  probavi.  I  am  much  honoured  by  .the  po- 
lite attention  of  Junius\ 


•\>  ■ . 
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TO    J.    WIUiES,   ESQ. 

€  Nooemher,  1711. 

I  ENTREAT  you  to  procuTC  for  me  co- 
pies of  the  informations  against  Eyre  before  the 
Lord  Mayor.  I  presume  they  were  taken  in 
writing.  If  not,  I  beg  you  will  fiivour  me  with 
the  most  exact  account  of  the  substance  of 
them,  and  any  observations  of  your  own  that 
you  think  material.     If  I  am  right  in  my  facts, 

*  Upon  this  letter  was  written  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  "  On  return^ 
mf  Junius  the  Dedication  and  Preface  he  sent  me." 
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I  answer  for  my  law^  and  mean  to  attack  lord^ 
Mansfield  as  soon  as  possible. 

My  American  namesake  is  plainly  a  man  of 
abilities,  though  I  think  a  little  unreasonable^ 
when  he  insists  up<m  more  than  an  absolute  sur* 
render  of  the  fitct.    |  agree  with  Ima  that  it  is  a 
hardship  on  the  Americans  to  be  taxed  by  the 
British  legislature ;  but  it  is  a  h^dship  insepara-* 
ble  in  theory  from  the  condition  of  colonists,  iq 
which  they  have  voluntarily  placed  themselves 
If  emigration  be  no  crime  to  deserve  pumsh- 
ment)  it  is  certainly  no  virtue  to  claim  exemp« 
tion;  and  however  it  may  have. proved  even-* 
tually  beneficial,  the  mother  country  was  but 
little  obliged  to  the  intentions  of  the  first  emi. 
grants.    But,  in  fact,  change  of  place  does  not 
exempt  from  subjection  : — ^the  members  of  our 
ketones  settled  under  foreign  governments,  and 
who9e  voluntaiy  banishment  is  much  more  laud« 
able  with  regard  to  the  mother  country,  are 
taxed  with  the  laws  of  consulage.    Au  reste^  I 
see  no  use  in  fighting  this  question  in  the  news* 
papers,  nor  have  I  time.    You  may  assure  Dr» 
Lee,  that  to  mjf  heart  and  understanding  the 
names  of  American  and  Englishman  are  synony- 
mous,  and  that  as  to  any  future  taxation  of 
Apnerica,  I  look  upon  it  as  near  to  impossible 
as  the  highest  improbability  can  go* 

I  hope  that,  since  he  has  opposed  me  wher^ 
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he  thinks  me  wrong,  he  will  be  equally  ready  to 
assist  me  when  he  thinks  me  right.  Besides  the 
£iIIibiHty  natural  to  us  all,  no  man  writes  under 
so  many  disadvantages  as  I  do.  I  cannot  consult 
the  learned,  I  cannot  directly  ask  the  opinion 
of  my  acquaintance,  and  in  the  newspapers  I 
never  am  assisted. 

Those  who  are  conversant  widi  books,  well 
know  bow  often  they  mislead  us,  when  we  have 
not  a  living  monitor  at  hand  to  assist  us  in  com* 
paring  practice  with  theory. 


No80- 

TO  JUNIUS. 


S I K,  Prince's  Court,  Wednesday,  Nop,  &. 

I  DO  not  dday  a  moment  giving  you 
the  information  you  wish.  I  enclose  a  copy 
of  Eyre's  commitment.  Nothing  else  in  this 
business  has  been  reduced  to,  writing.  The  exa- 
mination was  before  the  sitting  justice,  alder- 
man Hallilax,  at  Ouildball ;  and  it  is  not  usual  to 
take  it  in  writing,  on  account  of  the  multiplicity 
of  business  there.  The  paper  was  found  upon 
him.  He  was  asked  what  he  had  to  say  in  his 
defence,  his  answer  was,  I  hope  you  will  bail 
me.  Mr.  Holder,  the  clerk,  answered.  That  is 
impossible.    There  never  was  an  instance  of  it. 
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when  the  peracm  was  taken  in  the  &LCtj  or  the 
goods  found  upon  him.     I  believe  Holder's  law 
is  right    Alderman  Hallifax  likewise  granted  a 
search  warrant  prior  to  the  examination.     At 
Eyre's  lodgings  many  more  quires  of- paper  were 
found,  all  marked  on  purpose,  from  a  suspicion 
of  Eyre.     After  Eyre  had  been  some  time  at 
Wood  Street  Gompter,  a  key  was  found  in  his 
room  there,  which  appears  to  be  a  key^to  the 
closet  at  Guildhall, '  from  whence  the  piaper  was 
stolen.     The  Lord  Mayor  reftised  to  bail  Eyre, 
but  I  do  not  find  that  any  fresh  examination  was 
taken  at  the  Mansion-house.  The  circumstances 
were  well  known.  I  was  present  at  the  examina- 
tion before  Hallifax,  but  as  sheriff  could  not  in- 
terfere, only  I  whispered  Hallifax  he  could  not 
bail  Eyre.  Anglus  in  to-day's  Public  Advertiser 
told  some  particulars  I  had  mentioned.    I  did 
not  know  of  that  letter  j  it  is  Mr.  Bernard's  of 
Berkeley  Square.     As  to  the  Americans,  I  de- 
clare I  know  no  difference  between  an  inhabi- 
tant  of  Boston  in  Lincolnshire,'  and  of  Boston 
in  New  England.   I  honour  the  Americans;  but 
oiu:  ancestors  who  staid  and  drove  out  the  tyrant^ 
are  justly  greater  in  merit  and  fame  than  those 
who  fled  and  deserted  their  countrymen.    Their 
future  conduct  has  been  a  noble  atonement,  and 
their  .sons  have  much  surpassed  them.     I  will 
mention  to  Dr.  Lee  what  you  desire.    You 
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shall  have  every  communication  you  wish  from 
me.  Yet  I  beg  Junius  to  reflect  a  momenta 
To  whom  am  I  now  writing  ?  I  am  all  doubt 
and  uncertainty,  though  not  mistrust  or  suspi- 
cion. I  should  be  glad  to  canvass  freely  every 
part  of  a  great  plan.  I  dare  not  write  it  to  a 
man  I  do  not  know,  of  whose  connections  I  am 
totally  ignorant.  I  differ  with  Junius  in  one 
point :  I  think  by  being  concealed  he  has  infi* 
nite  advantages  which  I  want.  I  am  on  the 
Indian  coast,  where,  from  the  fire  kindled  round 
me,  I  am  marked  out  to  every  hostile  arrow 
which  knows-  its  way  to  me.  Those  who  are  in 
the  dark  are  safe,  from  the  want  of  direction  of 
the  pointless  shaft.  I  followed  Junius's  advice 
about  the  card  on  the  anniversary  of  the  Kitig'i^ 
accession.  I  dropped  the  idea.  I  wish  to  know 
his  sentiments  about  certain  projects  against  the 
usurped  powers  of  the  House  of  Lords.  The 
business  is  too  vast  to  write,  too  hazardous  to 
communicate,  to  an  imknown  person.  Junius 
will  forgive  me«  .What  can  be  done?-— Alas! 
where  is  the  man,  after  all  Wilkes  has  experi* 
enced,  in  whose  friendly  bosom  he  can  repose 
l}is  secret  thoughts,  his  noble  but  most  danger- 
ous designs  ?  The  person  most  capable  he  can 
have  no  acc^s  to,  and  all  others  he  will  not 
trust.    I  stand  alone,  isok  as  the  French  call 
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it»  a  single  ooltmn,  unpropped,  and  perhaps 
nodding  to  its  &1L 

JOHN  WILKES. 


N»  81. 


TO   J.   WILKES)  ESQ. 

9  Navanber,  1771. 

I  AM  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
information  about  Eyre.  Hie  &cts  are  as  I  un- 
4er9tood  them,  and,  with  the  l^lessing  of  God, 
I  wiU  puU  Mansfield  to  the  ground. 

Your  offer  to  communicate  jour  plan  against 
the  Lords  wa3  voluntary.  Do  now  as  you  think 
l^roper.  I  have  no  resentments  but  pgainst  the 
mmmon  ra^my,  and  will  assist  you  in  any  way 
^t  you  will  suffer  yourself  to  be  assisted.  When 
yott  have  Mtisfied  your  understanding  that  there 
may  be  reasons  why  Junjus  should  attack  the 
King,  the  Minister,  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
aad  the  House  i^  Comntdw,  in  the  way  that  I 
)unFe  done,  and  yet  should  desert  or  betray  the 
maq  who attookak the  Housfeof  I^xdSi  I  would 
Ktitt  afqpeal  to  your  heart  O  if  you  have  any 
scruplea  about  that  kind  of  evidence,  ask  that 
amiable  daughter  whom  you  so  impUcttly  con. 
fide  ith^Is^  it  possible  thai  Junius  should  betFOg 
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ffie?    Do  not  conceive  that  I  solicit  new  em* 
ployment    I  am  overcome  with  the  alaver|r  of 

^**"»-  FareWelU 

NO  82. 

TO   JUNIUS. 

Princess  Ckmrt,  near  Si&rt^*s  Gaie,  fPhUmkUter, 

fVedfiesihiy,  Jm^aty  U,  177S. 

A  NCCES8ABY  qttontton  to  mj  beal& 
engrossed  my  time  entirely  in  the  few  holidays 
I  spent  at  Bath,  and  I  am  rewarded  with  being 
perfectly  recovered.  Hie  repairs  of  the  dkf 
cottage,  to  which  I  atn  tenant  for  Kfe,  seem  te 
have  taken  place  very  succesduSy)  and  die 
building  will  probably  hat  a  few  nmre  years  is 
tolerable  ceAdition. 

Yesterday  I  met  the  Suppmters  of  the  HUI 
ef  Rights  at  the  London  Tavern.  Much  diih 
eoinrse  passed  about  At  piribUcation  of  JuNiua's 
htMer^  Drt  Lee  and  Mr.  Watkin  Lewes,  whe 
were  bodi  aiJuspectedy  iuUy  eKcidpaled  tbem- 
ielve?^  J  beKeve  the  publication  jMs  emng  te 
the  iiufiscmdaQB  of  Mr.  Fatddc  Cawdron,  a  fineiv- 
draper  in  .Oteapttde,  who  shewed  it  to;fais  partner 
0n  the  Saturday.  The  partner  copied  it  on  the 
Sunday,  and  the  Monday  following  it  appeared 
in  the  Morfung  CSironicle.    The  Oaasetteer  only 
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copied  it  fiom  thence.  The  Society  directed  a 
disavowal  of  their  publication  of  it  to  be  sent  to 
you,  and  are  to  take  the  letter  into  consideration 
at  the  next  meeting.  I  forgot  to  miention  that 
Mr.  Cawdron  keeps  the  papers  of  the  Society. 

The  winter  campaign  will  begin  with  the 
next  week.     I  believe  that  the  sheriffs  will  have 
the  old  battle  renewed  with  the  Commons,  and 
I  suppose  the-Lord  Mayor  and  the  courtly  alder- 
men will  commit  the  printer  for  us  to  release. 
Another -scene  will    probably  open   with  the 
Lords.    Junius  has  observed,  *^  the  arbitrary 
p6wer  ikhey  have  assumed  of  imposing  fines,  and 
committing  during  pleasure,  will  now  be  exer- 
eised  in  its  iiillest  extent.'*    The  progress  of  the 
business  I  suspect  wiU  be  this — a  bitter  libel 
against  Pomfret,  Denbigh,  or  Talbot,  attack- 
ing the  peer  personally,  not  in  his  legislative  or 
judicial  capacity,  will  appear.     His  Lordship, 
passion's   slave,    will    complain  to  the  House. 
They  will  order  the  printer  into  custody,  and  set 
a  heavy  fine.     The  sherifis  the  next  morning 
will  go  to  Newgate,  examine  the  warrant  of 
•commitment,  and,  Uke  the  angel  to  Pfeter,  take 
the  prisoner  by  the  hand,  and  conduct  him  out 
oi  prison ;  afterwards  they  will  probably  make 
their  appeal  to  the  public  against  the  usurpation 
of  their  Lordships,  and  their  entirely  setting 
aside  the  power  of  juries  in  their  proceedings. 
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Are  there  more  furious  wild  beasts  to  be 
found  in  the  upper  den  than  the  three  I  have 
named?  Miller,  the  printer  of  the  London 
Evening  Post,  at  No.  2,  Queen's  Head  Passage, 
Paternoster  Row,  is  the  best  man  I  know  for 
this  business.  He  will  print  whatever  is  sent 
him.  He  is  a  fine  Oliverian  soldier.  I  intend 
a  manifesto  with  my  name  on  Monday  to  give 
spirit  to  the  printers,  and  to  shew  them  who 
will  be  their  protector.  I  foresee  it  will  make 
the  two  Houses  more  cautious,  but  it  is  necessary 
for  our  friends,  and  the  others  shall  be  baited 
till  they  are  driven  into  the  snare.    Adieu. 

JOHN  WILKES. 
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TO  TUB 


ENGLISH  NATION. 


I  DEDICATE  to  ¥ou  a  Collection  of  Let- 
ters, written  by  one  of  Yourselves  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  us  all.  Tbey  would  never  have 
grown  to  tihis  size,  without  Your  continued  en- 
couragement and  applause  *•  Ta  me  they  origi- 
nally owe  nothing,  but  a  heaMiy,  sai^uine  eon- 
stftution.  Under  Yaar  care  they  have  thriven. 
To  You  they  are  indebted  for  whatever  strength 
or  beauty  they  possess.  When  Kings  and  Mi- 
nisters are  forgotten,  when  the  force  and^  direc^ 
tion  of  personal  satire  is  na  longer  undefstood^ 

*  See  Private  Letter,  No.  -5^  ante,  p..  173,.  in  which  the  au- 
tbor,  Bhortl  J  after  hi»  appearance  before  the  public  under  the 
sig^ture  of  Junius,  expresses  an  intention  to  discontinue 
writii^^  under  that  name  ;>  nor  vould  he  in  all  probability  have 
perserered,.  but  for  the  reason- assigned  above*.    bdit». 
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and  when  measures  are  only  felt  in  their  remotest 
consequences,  this  book  will,  I  believe,  be  found 
to  contain  principles,  worthy  to  be  transmitted 
to  posterity.  When  You  leave  the  unimpaired, 
hereditary  freehold  to  Your  children.  You  do 
but  half  Your  duty.  Both  hberty  and  property 
are  precarious,  unless  the  possessors  have  sense 
and  spirit  enough  to  defend  them, — This  is  not 
the  language  of  vanity.  If  I  am  a  vain  man, 
my  gratification  lies  within  a  narrow  circle.  I 
am  the  sole  depositary  of  my  own  secret,  and 
it  shall  perish  with  me  *. 

If  an  honest,  and,  I  may  truly  affirm,  a  labo- 
rious zeal  fiw*  tJ>e  public  service  has  given  me 
a»y  weight  iu  Yoyr  esteem,  l^t  me  exhwt  aiid 
cpnjure  You  never  to  suffer  an  invasiooni  of  Your 
political  constitution^  howeyer  mi^QUte  the  in- 
stance mtiy  .9ppegr,  .to  pasfe  by,:  without  a  d^ter- 
mined)  per8«everittg  resistautce.  One  precedent 
creat&l  anoth^.     They  .  soon  accumulate,  and 

.  *  Tbii^  opaust  b^u^d^atcio^  only  in  general  tenns.  If  rom  tt|« 
foUQWjng  passage,  m  J^nvaje  Letter,  J{o.  8,  it.  is  obvious  that 
there  were  persons  to  Ttvhom  the  writer  unbosomed  himself ; 
although  there  is  still  every  reason  for  believing  that  such- pep- 
sons  formed,  as  he  has  expressed  it  above,  only  a  narrow  circle, 
— **  The  last  letter  you  printed  was  idle  and  improper,  and,  I 
assurtytm,  priniid  agoing  my  own  opimon.  The  &uth  is,  there 
are  people  about  me,  whom  I  would  wish  not  to  eontradiet,  and 
who  had  rather  see  Jvittua  in  the  papers,  eter  So  improperfy,  thtM 
not  at  all/'     edit. 
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coQstitiite  law.  T¥iiat  yesterday  wad  &ct,  to- 
day is  doctdne.  Examples  are  supposed  to 
justify  the  most  dangerous  ineasures,  and  where 
thiq^  do  not  suit  exactly,  the  defect  is  supplied 
by  analogy. — Be  assured  that  the  laws,  which 
^otect  us  in  our  civil  rights,  grow  Out  of  the 
constitution,  and  that  they  must  fall  or  flourish 
with  it.  This  is  not  the  cause  of  faction,  or  of 
party,  or  of  any  individual,  but  the  common 
interest  of  e^ery  man  in  Britain.  Although  the 
King  should  continue  to  support  his  present  sys- 
tem of  government,  the  period  is  not  very  dis- 
tant, at  which  You  will  have  the  means  of  re* 
dress  in  Your  own  power.  It  may  be  nea]:er 
perhaps  than  any  of  us  expect,  and  I  would 
warn  You  to  be  prepared  for  it.  The  King  may 
possibly  be  advised  to  dissolve  the  present  par- 
liament  a  year  or  two  before  it  expires  of  course, 
and  precipitate  a  new  election,  in  hopes  of  tak- 
ing the  nation  by  surprise.  If  such  a  measure 
be  in  agitation,  this  very  caution  may  defeat  or 
prevent  it  *. 

*The  object  to  have  been  accomplished  by  obtaining  a  new 
parliament  does  not  appear  to  have  been  of  sufficient  force  to 
have  precipitated  such  a  measure;  and  was^  in  consequence, 
relinquished :  on  which  account  the  parliament  in  question  was 
not  dissolved  till  September  dOth^  1774,  after  having  existed  six 
years,  four  months,  and  ttventy-one  days.  Many  of  the  letters 
of  Junius  turning  upon  the  elective  franchise,  and  the  necessity 
of  triennial  parliaments,'  the  reader  may  not  be  displeased  to 

t*ee. 


344  DEDICATION. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  You  will  unmiiiiousty 
assert  the  free^lom  of  election,  and  vindicate 
Your  exclusive  right  to  choose  Your  rq[)res6nita^ 
tives.  !Qut  other  questions  have  been  started, 
on  which  Your  determination  should  be  equally 
clear  and  unanimous*  Let  it  be  impressed  upon 
Your  minds,  let  it  be  instilled  into  Yqor  dbildreoy 
that  the  liberty  of  the  press  is  ihe  paUadium^d 
all  the  civil,  political,  and  religious  rights  pf  ait 
Englishman,  and  that  the  right  of  juries  to  re* 
turn  a  general  verdict,  in  all  cases  vrhatsoeyer, 
is  an  essential  part  of  our  constitution,  not  ta 
be  controuled  or  limited  by  the  judges,  nor  in 

tee,  «t  one  view,  the  respective  dates  of  the  dissolution  and  re- 
of  the  several  parliaments  during  the  present  rei^* 
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9iif.  shstiffe  .quetstioiiafale  by  the  legislatiire*  The 
power  of  Kingy  Lords^  and  Cominons  is  not  an 
arbitrary  power*.  Th^  are  the  trustees,  not 
the  owners  of  the  estate.  The  fee-simple  is  in 
US.  Hiey  cannot  atienate,  they  cannot  waste. 
When  we  say  that  the  legislature  is  supreme j  we 
mean  that  it  is  the  highest  power  known  to  the 
constitution ; — that  it  is  the  highest  in  com- 
parisim  wilhthe  other  subordinate  powers  es« 
tablished  by  the  laws.  In  this  sense,  the  word 
supreme  is  rektive,  not  absolute.  The  power 
of  the  legislature  is  limited,  not  only  by  the 
general  rules  of  natural  justice,  and  the  wel&re 
of  the  community,  but  by  the  forms  and  prin-» 

^  This  positive  denial,  of  an  arbitrary  power  being  Tested 
in  the  legislature,  is  not  in  fact  a  new^  doctrine.  When  the  earl 
of  Lindsey,  in  the  year  1675,  brought  a  bill  into  the  House  of 
Lordsj  Toprevenithe  dangers  which  might  arise  from  persons 
disaffected  to  government,  by  which  an  oath  and  penalty  was 
to  be  imposed  upon  the  members  of  both  Houses,  it  was  affirm- 
ed, in  a  protest  signed  by  twenty-three  lay-peers^  (my  brd» 
the  bishops  were  not  accustomed  to.  protest)  **  That  the  privi- 
lege  of  sitting  and  voting  in  parliament  was  an  honour  they 
bad  by  birth,  and  a  right  so  inherent  in  them,  and  inseparable 
from  them,  thai  :nothing  could  take  it  au^ay,  but  what,  by  the 
law  of  the  land,  must  withal  take  away  their  lives,  and  cermpt 
their  blood/'— 'These  noble  peers,  (whose  names  are  a  re- 
proach  to  their  posterity)  have,  in  this  instance,  solemnly  de- 
nied the  power  of  parliament  to  alter  the  constitution.  Under 
«part«Dutar  proposition,  they  have  asserted  a  general  troth,  in^ 

whbb  every  sno  in  England  is  concerned. 

t 
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dples  of  our  particular  conslitutioii.  If  this- 
doctrine  be  not  true,  we  must  admit,  that  King^ 
Lords,  and  Commons  liave  no  rule  Xo  direct 
their  resqlutiond,  but  merely  their  own  will  and 
pleasure*  Tbey  might  unite  the  legislative  and 
exequtive  power  in  the  ^aime  hands,  and  dissdve 
&e  constitution  by  an  act  of  parUam^nt.  But 
I  am  perstuaded.  You  will  not  leave  it  to  the 
choice  of  seven  hundred  persons,  notoriously 
corrupted  by  the  crown,  whether  seven  millions 
of  their  equals  shall  be  fre^nen  or  slaves*  The 
certainty  of  forfeiting  their  own  rights,  when 
they  ^sacrifice  -  those  of  the  nation,  »'  fio  check 
to  a  brutal  d^enerate.  mind.  Without  kii^sting 
upon  the  extravagant  concession  made  to  Harry 
the  eighth,  there  are  instances,  in  the  history 
of  other  countries,  of  a  formal,  deliberate  sur- 
render of  the  public  liberty  into  the  hands  of 
the  sovereign.  If  England  does  not  share  the. 
same  &t;e,  it  is  because  we  have  better  resources, 
than  in  the  virtue  of  either  house  of  parliament* 
I  said  that  the  liberty  of  the  press  is  the  palla- 
dium of  all  Your  rights,  and  that  the  right  of 
juries  to  return  a  general  verdict  is  part  of  Your 
constitution.  To  preserve  the  whole  system. 
You  must  correct  Your  legislature.  With  regard 
to  any  influence  of  the  constituent  over  the 
conduct  of  the  representative,  there  is  little  dif- 
ference between  a  seat  in  pi^liameat  fyt  seven 
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«  _ 

years  aad  a  seat  for  life«  The  prospect  of  Your, 
resentment  is  too  remote ;  and  although  the  last 
session  of  a  septennial  parliament  be  usually 
employed  in  courting  the  &vour  of  the  people, 
consider  that,  at  this  rate,  Your  representatives 
have  six  years  for  pfience,  and  but  one  for  atone- 
ment A  death-bed  r^>entance  seldom  reaches 
to  restitution*  If  you  reflect  that  in  the  changes 
of  administration,  which  have  marked  and  dis« 
graced  the  present  reign,  although  your  Mrarmest 
patriots  have,  in  their  turn,  been  invested  with 
the  lawful  and  uhlawfid  authority  of  the  crown, 
and  though  other  relie&  or  improvements  have 
been  h^  forth  to  the  people,  yet  that  no  one 
man  in  office  has  ever  promoted  or  encouittged 
a  bill  fbr  shortening  <lie  duration  of  parliaments, 
but  that,  (whoever  was  minister)  the  opposition 
tQ  this  measure,  ever  since  the  septennial  act 
passed,  has  been  constant  and  uniform  on  the 
part  of  government, — You  cannot  but  conclude, 
without  the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  that  long 
parliaments  are  the  foundation  of  the  undue  in- 
flu^ice  of  the  crown.  This  influence  answers 
every  purpose  of  arbitrary  power  to  the  crown, 
with  an  expense  and  oppression  to  the  people, 
which  would  be  unnecessary  in  an  arbitrary  go- 
vernment. The  best  of  our  ministers  find  it  the 
easiest  and  most  compendious  mode  of  con-« 
ducting   the   King's  af&irs;  &nd  all  ministers 
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have  a  general  interest  in  adhering  to  a  system, 
which  of  itself  is  sufficient  to  siq>port  liiem  in 
office,  without  any  assistance  from  personal 
virtue,  popularity,  labour,  abilities,  or  experi- 
ence.   It  promises  every  gratification  to  avarice 

and  ambition,  and  secures  impunity. These 

are  truths  unquestionable. — ^If  they  make  no  im- 
pression, it  is  because  they  are  too  vulgar  and 
notorious.  But  the  inattention  or  indifference 
of  the  nation  has  continued  too  long.  You  are 
roused  at  last  to  a  sense  of  Your  danger.^— The 
remedy  will  soon  be  in  Your  power..  If  JuNiuii^ 
Uves,  You  shall  often  be  reminded  of  it»  If^ 
when  the  opportunity  presents  itself.  You  neglect 
to  do  Your  duty  to  Yourselves  and  to  Your  pos- 
terity,— ^to  God  and  to  Your  country,  I  shall 
have  one  consolation  left,  in  common  with  the 
meaiiedt  and  basest  of  mankind«-~Civil  liberty 
may  still  last  the  life  of 

juNiua 
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The  encouragement  given  to  a  mul- 
titude of  i^purious,  mangled  putilications  of  the 
Letters  of  Junius,  persuades  me,  that  a  complete 
edition,  corrected  and  improved  by  the  author, 
will  be  favourably  received.  The  printer  yriHi 
readily  acquit  me  of  any  view  to  my  own  profif^. 
I  undertake  this  troublesome  task,  merdy  to 
serve  a  man  who  has  deserved  well  of  me,  and 
of  the  public ;  and  who,  on  my  account,  has 
been  exposed  to  an  expensive,  tyrannical  prose- 
cution.  For  these  reasons,  I  give  to  Mr.  Henry 
Sampson  Wooc^aUy  and  to  him  alone,  my  right, 
interest,  and  property  in  these  letters,  as  fidly 
and  completdy,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
an  author  can  possibly  convey  his  property  in 
his  own  works  to  another. 

This  edition  contains  all  the  letters  oiJumus^ 
PMlo  JumtiSy  and  of  sir  WjUiam  Draper  and 
Mr.  Home  to  Junius,  with  their  respective 

*  See  Prifate  Letter,  No.  59,  and  note  appended  to  it. 

EDIT. 
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dates,  and  according  tp  the  order  in  which  they 
appeared  in  the  Public  Advertiser  *.  The  auxili- 
ary  part  oi  Philo  Juntas  was  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  defend  or  explain  particular  passages 
in  Junius,  in  answer  to  plausible  objections; 
but  the  subordinate  character  is  never  guiliy 
of  the  indecorum  of  praising  his  principal.  The 
fiaifii  was  hinooeBt,  and  I  always .  intended  to 
explain  itt.  The  Aotes  will  be  foimd  not  only 
uBcifoU  but  necessary.  References  to  facts  not 
generally  known^  or  allusions  to  the  current 
teport  or  bpinioin  of  the  day,  are  in  a  little  time 
uninteUigible.  Yet  the  reader  will  not  find  him- 
self overloaded  with  explaitatiohs.  I  was  not 
bom. to  be  a  commentator,  even  upon  my  own 
works* 

It  remains  to  say  a  &w  words  upon  the 
liberty  of  die  press,  llie  daring  spirit,  by 
which  these  letters  are  kqfiposed  to  rbe  cKsttn-* 
guished,  aeems  to  require  that  something  serious 
should  be  said  in  dieir  defence.     I   am  no 


*  From  this  order  there  are  two  or  three  <leviatkms,  biit 
too  trivial  to  bt'WMh  pouitii^ont,    epit; 
,    f.  It  was>  in  point  of  fact,  publicly  avowed  by  the  aathoc> 
in  the  following  notice  inserted  in  the  Public  Advertiser, 
October  20,  1771  : 

*'  We  have  the  author's  consent  to  say,  that  the  letters, 
published  in  this  paper  under  the  signature  of  Pkilo  Jumus, 
are  written  by  Junius/^    edit. 
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^lawyer  by  profession!  ^ot  do  I  pretend  to  b^ 
more  deeply  read»  than  every  English  geritle* 
man  should  be  in  the  laws  of  his  <iountry.  If 
therefore  the  principles  I  maintain  are  truly 
constitutional,  I  shall  not  think  myself  answer- 
td^  though  I  should  be  convicted  of  a  mistake 
in  terms,  or  of  misappilying  the  language  of  the 
law.  I  speak  to  the  plain  understanding  of  the 
pec^le,  and  appe^  to  their  honest,  liberal  con* 
struction  of  me. 

Good  men,  to  whom  alone  I  addrete  myself 
appear  to  me  to  consult  their  piety  as  little 
as  their  judgment  and  experience,  ^Hlien  diey 
admit  the  great  and  essential  advantages  ac- 
cruing to  society  from  the  freedwa  of  the  jnreaB, 
yet  indulge  themselves  in  peevish  or  passacmate 
exchunaliions  against  the  Abuses  of  it  Betn^- 
ing  an  unreasonable  expectation  of  benefita, 
pure  and  intire,  fiom  any  human  institution, 
they  in  effect  arraign  the  goodness  of  Frovi- 
denoe,  and  confess  '^t  they  are  dissatiafied 
with  the  common  iot  of  humanity.  In  the 
present  instance  they  really  create  to  their 
own  minds,  or  greatly  exi^genrte  the  evil  they 
complain  of.  The  laws  of  Skigland  provide,  as 
eflfectually  as  any  human  laws  can  do,  for  the 
protection  of  the  sublet,  in  his  reputation-,  as 
well  as  in  his  person  and  pi^operty.  If  the 
characters  of  private  men  ai%  insulted  or  iii. 
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jured,  a  double  remedy  is  open  to  th^n,  by  Mtkm  * 
and  indictment.  If,  through  indolence,  false 
shame,  <nr  indigence,  they  will  not  appeal  to 
the  laws  of  their  country,  they  &il  in  their  duty 
to  society,  and  are  unjust  to  themselves.  If, 
firom  an  unwarrantaUe  distrust  of  the  int^iity 
c£  jurie(si»  they  would  wish  to  obtain  justice  by 
any  mode  of  proceeding,  more  summary  ihan 
a  trial  by  their  peers,  I  do  not  scruple  to  affirm, 
diat  they  are  in  effect  greater  enemies  to  them- 
aelves,  tlian  to  the  libeUer  they  prosecute. 

With  regard  to  strictures  upon  the  diaracters 
of  men  in  office  and  die  measures  of  government, 
the  caae  is  a  little  difierent.  A  considerable  lati- 
tede  must  be  allowed  in  the  discussion  of  public 
affittfs,  or  the  19>ertyof  the  press  wiU  be  of  no 
benefit  to  society.  As  the  indulgence  oi  private 
malice  and  personal  slander  i^uld  be  checked 
and  resisted  by  every  legal  means,  so  a  constant 
examination  into  the  characters  and  comjhict 
of  ministers  and  magistrates  should  be  equally 
promoted  and  encouraged.  Th^,  who  con^ 
orive  that  our  newi^pers  are  no  restraint  upon 
bad  men,  or  i]iq>ediment  to  the  execution  of 
bad  measures,  know  nothing  of  this  country. 
In  that  state  of  abandaned.  servility  and  :pro6ti- 
tuti<m^  to  which  the  undue  influence,  of  the 
cirown  has  reduced  the  other,  branches  of  the 
legislature,  otir  nnn»tersand  magistrates: have 


in'  twSBAj  Hide  ^^uiushment  to  fear,  and  few 
cbfficultiea  ti>  contend  ii^,  beyond  Ae  censure" 
cf  Ac-  press,  and  the  spirit  of  reeistance  which 
it  excites  amcmg  the  people*  While  this  cen^ 
sorial  power  is  maintained,  to  Speak  ia  <!he  worda 
of  a  mort  ingenietis  iweigmr ,  both  mini&lteF  and 
magistftte  is  compelled,  in  almost  every  ink 
stance,  to  choose  between  his  duUf  and  Ids  repu^ 
taiion.  A  dilemma  of  tins  kind,  perpetually 
before  him,  will  not  indeed  work  a  mirade 
upon  his  heart,  bat  it  witt  adwiredly  operate,  in 
some  degree,  upon  his  conduct.  At  all  erents^ 
these  are  not  times  to  admit  of  any  relaxation 
m  the  Httle  discipline  we  have  kft. 

But  it  is  alledged,.  that  the  hointroiBBiiess  of 
the  pi^^  is  carried  beyond  aU  bounds  of  deeenoy 
and  truth; — ^that  our  excellent  ministers  are 
continually  exposed  to  the  pidblic  hatred  or  de- 
rision;— that,  in  prosecutions  for  libeb  on  go- 
verxunent,  juries  are  partial  to  the  popular  side ; 
and  that,  in  the  most  flagrant  cai^es,  a  verdict 
cannot  be  obtained  for  the  King.-^— If  the  pre« 
mises  were  admitted,  I  should  deny  the  conchi- 
sion.  It  is  not  true  that  the  temper  of  the'  times 
has,  in  general,  an  undue  influence  over  the 
conduct  of  juries.  On  the  contrary,  many  sig- 
nal instances  may  be  produced  of  verdicts  Re- 
turned for  the  King,  when  the  inclinations  of 
the  people  led  strongly  to  an  undistinguishij;^ 

VOL.    I.  A  A 
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opposition  to  gov^niment.  Witness  the  cases  of 
Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Almon^.  In  the  late  pro* 
secutions  of  the  printers  of  my  address  to  a 
great  personage,  the  juries  were  never  fairly 
dealt  with. — hord  Chief  JusUce  Mansfield^  con- 
scious that  the  paper  in  question  contained  no 
treasonable  or  libellous  matter,  and  that  the 
severest  parts  of  it,  however  painful  to  the  King, 
or  offensive  to  his  servants,  were  strictly  true, 
would  fam  have  restricted  the  jury  to  the  find* 
ing  of  special  fiu^,  which,  as  to  gmlty  or  not 
gtdUsfy  were  merely  indifferent.  This  particular 
mothre,  combined  with  his  general  purpose  to 
contract  the  power  of  juries,  will  account  for 
the  charge  he  delivered  in  Woo^lfaWs  trialt. 
He  .told  :the  jury,  in  so  many  words,  that  they 

*  The  case  oT  Wilkes  here  afinded  to  is  his  prosecution^ 
for  having  written  an  obscene  parody  on  Pope's  Essay  on  Man, 
which  he  called  "  An  Essay  on  Woman.''  Almon  was  prose- 
cuted merely  for  having  sold  in  a  magazine,  entitled  The 
London  Museum,  which  he  did  not  print,  a  transcript  of 
Juvicjs's  letter  to  the  King,  first  published  in  the  IHiblic 
Advertiser,  and  thence  oo|>ied  into  a  variety  of  other  news- 
papers ;  and  the  result  was  a  verdict  against  him,  although 
it  did  not  appear  to  the  court  that  he  was  privy  to  the  tale,  or 
even  knew  that  the  magazine,  sold  at  his  shop,  contained  the 
letter  to  the  King.     edit. 

t  Memorable  as  this  charge  is  on  various  accounts,  and 
l^specially  as  having  laid  the  foundation  for  a  very  warm  and 
animated. discussion  both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  it  is  very 
extraordinary  that  it  is  no  where  reported  in  our  senatorial 

documents. 
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had  nothing  to  determine,  except  the  &ct  of 
printing  and  pubUshingy  and  whether  or  no  the 
blanks  or  innuendoes  were  properly  filled  up  in 
the  information;— 4)ut  that,  whether  the  de? 

documents^  and  is  indeed  difficult  to  be  obtained  from  any 
other  quarter.  The  fact  is,  that  although  it  was  laid  by  lord 
Mansfield  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Lords,  when  sum- 
moned at  his  request  to  take  it  into  consideration^  yet  as  he 
did  not  make  any  express  motion  upon  the  subject,  it  was  not 
entered  into  the  journals,  and  was  only  left  with  the  clerk  for 
any  noble  lord  to  take  a  copy  of  it,  who  was  desirous  of  so  doing. 
The  reader,  therefore,  will  feel  gratified  by  being  put  into 
possession  of  the  charge,  together  with  lord  Camden's  inter- 
rogatories in  r^^rd  to  it,  proposed  to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
in  his  proper  place  in  the  upper  house,  and  to  which  the  latter 
did  not  chuse  to  make  any  reply.  To  these  it  may  be  also 
advantageous  to  subjoin  a  summary  of  the  speeches  of  the  late 
Mr.- Fox  and  Mr.  Burke  upon  the  same  subject,  when  in- 
troduced into  the  House  of  Commons,  as  containing,  in  a 
condensed  form,  the  argument  of  the  opposite  sides  of  the 
question.  Mr.  Fox,  it  is  well  known,  was,  at  this  period,  in 
favour  of  the  ministry ;  but  ihe  political  error  he  then  labour- 
ed under,  he  nobly  redeemed  a  few  years  afterwards,  and 
amply  atoned  for  to  the  public,  by  the  excellent  and  truly 
constitutional  bill  "  to  remove  doubts  respecting  the  functions 
of  juries  in  cases  of  libel,"  introduced  into  the  senate  in  the 
session  of  1791,  as  more  particularly  noticed  in  another  part 
of  this  work,  and  which  (by  his  indefatigable  perseverance 
was  at  length  carried  through  the  legislature)  has  nullified 
lord  Mansfield's  doctrine^  and  set  the  important  question 
completely  at  rest. 

Mr.  Woodfall,  as  a  party  concerned,  modestly  forbore  to 
oS&t  any   statement  of  this  celebrated  trial   in  the  Publiq 

A  A  2  Adver- 
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fendsnt  had  oommitted  s  crime  or  not^  ^ras  no 
jDUtt^  of  conaideratioQ  to  twelve  men,  who 
y^t^  upon  their  oaths»  were  to  pronounce  their 
peer  gmlfy  or  not  guilty*    When  we  hear  sucii 

A4vertis$r>  in  consequence  of  which  the  writer  is  obliged  to 
«¥»i{  hinNielf  of  the  following  extract,  though  very  imperfectly 
g^yen,  from  a  contemporary  journal. 

An  account  of  the  trial  at  Guildhall  of  the  original  publisher  of 

Junius* s  Letter  to  the  King, 

Yesterday  morning,  [June  13, 1770,]  about  nine  o'clock, 
came  on  before  lord  Mansfield,  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
iat  Guildhall,  the  trial  of  Mr.  Woodfall,  the  original  printer 
of  JuNius's  letter  in  the  Public  Advertiser  of  December  19. 
Only  seven  of  the  special  jury  attended,  viz.  William  Bond, 
foreman  ;  Peter  Cazalet,  Alexander  Peter  Allen,  Frederick 
Commerell,  Hermen  Meyer,  John  Thomas,  and  Barrington 
Suggin. 

Upon  which  the  following  five  talesmen  were  taken  out  of 
the  box,  viz.  William  Hannard,  Paul  Verges,  William  Sibley* 
William  Willett,  and  William  Davis. 

Hie  trial  was  opened  by  Mr.  Wallis. 

Nathaniel  Crowder  swore  he  bought  the  paper  of  Mr. 
Woodfall's  publishing  servant,  whom  he  named. 

Mr.  Harris  proved  that  the  duty  for  the  advertisements  and 
stamps  were  paid  by  Mr.  Woodfall.    And 

A  clerk  of  sir  John  Fielding  proved,  by  a  receipt  from 
Mr.  Woodfall,  his  concern  in  and  for  the  paper. 

The  publication  and  direction  of  the  paper  by  Mr.  Woodfall 
being  thus  proved. 

Lord  Mansfield,  in  his  charge,  told  the  jury.  That  there 
were  only  two  points  for  their  consideration :  the  first,  the 
printing  and  puMishing  the  paper  in  question ;  the  second, 
the  sense  and  meaning  of  it :    That  as  to  the  charges  of  Its 
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noMense  delivered  from  the  beneh^  and  had 
h  supported  by  a  laboured  train  ^f  sophistrf^ 

being  iiialtcioii8»  seditious*  &c.  ihej  were  inferences  in  law 
about  which  no  evidence  need  be  given,  any  more  than  that 
part  of  Ml  indictment  need  be  proved  by  evidence,  whicb 
chaises  a  man  with  being  moved  by  the  instigation  of  the 
Devil :  That  therefore  the  printing  and  sense  of  the  paper 
were  alone  what  the  jury  had  to  consider  of;  and  that  if  the 
|laper  shoidd  really  cootain  ib  breach,  of  the  law>  fbat  wa* 
a  matter  which  might  afterwards  be  mo\'ed  in  arrest  of  judg^ 
ment :  Tfattt  he  had  no  evidence  t»  sum  up  to  them,  aa  tfa# 
defendant's  counsel  adaaiitted  the  printing  and  puUseationr  t» 
be  well  proved  :  Thitt  as  t^  the  sense,  they  had  not  ealksd 
doubt  the  manner  irt  whieh  t^e  dashes  in  the  paper 
fittsd  ifp  ii>  the  recoi^f.  by  giving  any  other  sense  to  the 
pass^e^;  if  Ifaey  had,  the  jory  woald  have  beetf  €#  consider 
which  appli€atie»  waa  the  true  one,,  that  clbrged  i»  the  infer-* 
ttiationg  or  suggested  by  the  defendant :  That  the  jury  mig^ 
now  CDB^re  the  p^er  with  the  information  :  That  if  tHey 
did  not  find  the  appUcaliion  ^rt>ng,  they  intist  find  the  de-* 
ftftdant  guilty ;  and  if  they  did  find  it  wrong,  they  muse 
acquit  him :  That  this  was  not  the  time  for  aikviatiwi  or^ 
aggravation,  that  being  for  future  consideration :  That  every 
subject  wa£i  under  the  controul  ef  the  law,  and  had^a  right  to^ 
expaect  from  it  protection  for  his  person^  his  property,  and' 
hia  good  name:  That  if  any  man  oflbnded  the  laws>  he  was^^ 
amenable  to  them,  and  was  not  to  be  censured  or  punished', 
but  in  a  legal  ecwrse :  That  any  person  libelled  had  a  right 
cither  to  bring  a  eivil  or  a  criminal  prosecutioi> :  Thal^  in  tile 
latter,  whieh  is  by  ii^brmation'  or  indictment,  it  is  immaterial 
whether  the  publication  be  false  or  true :  That  it  is  no  defence 
to  say  it  is  tr«e,.  becanae  it  is  a  breach  of  tite  peaGe>  and 
therefone  eriminal ;.  but  m  a  ciinl'prosecution>  it  is  a  defence  to* 
aay  the  AargeaiotUapabltcadoi^amitrtte;  beeanse  the  plhintifV 
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which  a  plain  understanding  is  unable  to  foilowv 
and  which  an  unlearned  jury,  however  it  maj 

there  sues  only  for  a  pecuniary  satisfaction  to  bimseJf ;  and 
that  this  is  the  distinction  as  to  that  nature  of  defence. — His 
Lordship  said^  he  was  afraid  it  was  too  true  that  few  charac- 
ters in  the  kingdom  escaped  libels :  That  many  were  very 
injuriously  treated — and  if  so,  that  the  best  way  to  prevent  it 
was  by  an  application  to  the  law,  which  is  open  to  every  man : 
Tliat  the  liberty  of  the  press  consisted  in  every  man  having 
the  power  to  publish  his  sentiments  without  first  applying  for 
a  licence  to  any  one ;  but  if  any  man  published  what  waa 
against  law,  he  did  it  at  his  peril,  and  was  answerable  for  it 
m  the  same  manner  as  he  who  su&rs  his  hand  to  commit  an 
assault,  or  his  tongue  to  utter  blasphemy.'-' 

Between  eleven  and  twelve  the  jury^  withdrew ;  at  fcKir  the 
court  adjourned ;  and  a  little  after  nine  the  jury  waited  on 
lord  Mansfield  at  his  house  in  Bloomsbury-square,  with  their 
verdict,  which  was  Guilty  qfTUsriVG  and  publishing  ONLY. 

This  charge  having  been  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  December  10,  1770,  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  the 
following  questions  were  put  to  him,  in  his  place,  by  lord 
Camden »  on  the  day  ensuing. 

1.  Does  the  opinion  mean  to  declare,  that  upon  the  general 
issue  of  Not  Guilty,  in  the  case  of  a  seditious  libel,  the  jurj 
have  no  right,  by  law,  to  examine  the  innocence  or  criminality 
of  the  paper,  if  they  think  fit,  and  to  form  their  verdict  upon 
such  examination  ? 

2.  Does  the  opinion  mean  to  declare,  that  in  the  case 
abovementioned,  when  the  jury  have  delivered  in  their  verdict. 
Guilty,  that  this  verdict  has  found  the  fact  only  and  not  the 
law  ? 

3.  Is  it  to  be  understood  by  this  opinion^  that  if  the  jury 
t^ome  to  the  bar,  and  say  that  they  find  the  printing  and 
publishing,  but  that  the  paper  is  no  libel,  that  in  that  case 

the 
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i^ock  their  ^reascm,  cannot  be  supposed  quali- 
fied to  refute,  can  it  be  wondered  that  they 

the  jury  have  found  the  defendant  guilty  generally,  and  the 
verdict  must  be  so  entered  up  ? 

4.  Whether  the  opinion  means  to  say^  that  if  the  judge, 
after  giving  his  opinion  of  the  innocence  or  criminahty  of  the 
paper,  should  leave  the  consideration  of  that  matterj  together 
with  the  printing  and  publishing,  to  the  jury,  such  a  direction 
would  be  contrary  to  law  ? 

5.  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  whether  dead,  and  living  judges  then* 
absent^  did  declare  their  opinions  in  open  court,  and  whether 
the  noble  Lord  has  any  note  of  such  opinions  ^ 

6.  Whether  t)iey  declared  such  opinions,  after  solid  ai^- 
nents,  or  upon  any  point  judicially  before  them  ? 

To  these  queries  lord  Mansfield  made  no  reply,  briefly 
•bserving,  that  he  would  not  answer  interrogatories. 

The  subject  was  introduced  into  the  lower  house,  Decem- 
ber 6,  1770,  on  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  serjeant  Glynn, 
"  That  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
administration  of  criminal  justice,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
judges  in  Westminster^hall,  particularly  in  cases  relating  to 
the  liberty  of  the  press^  and  the  constitutional  power  and  duty" 
of  juries.^' 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  the  speakers  on  both  sides 
alluded  notcmly  tothe  chai^^  in  Mr.  WoodfalFs  case,  but  also 
to  Mr.  baron  Smythe's  conduct  in  trying  a  Scotch  serjeant 
at  Guildford,  which  will  be  found  more  particularly  detailed 
in  the  editor^s  note  to  Junius's  Letter  lxviii.  Amongst  the 
chief  speakers  on  this  occasion  were,  as  we  have  already 
observed,  on  the  side  of  the  ministry,  Mr.  Fox,  and  on  that 
of  the  people,  Mr.  Burke.  The  following  summary  of  theiir 
argument,  which  in  truth  contains  the  general  argument  of 
like  rest,  is  extracted  from  a  pamphlet  entitled  Vox  SenaHb, 
printed  previous  to  the  contest  wh^h  soon  afterwards  ensued; 

between 


i«iper&eA?— i^r<f  Mcm^ftdd  has  not  yek  ex- 

iMtir^en  the  Houfl^  of  CommffOA  i«d  the  PftDter9>  rffspeotiog. 

the  publication  ef  parliamentary  4ehate9,  and  vhicb,  in  ^ 
great  meagre,  led  the  way  to  that  odntitwersy.  The  speeches 
ix^  thk  p490pUet  were  akog^tber  n^peirtfd  by  the  late  Mn- 
WiQ.  Wfx^ftlU  whose  e^iwngdi  of  i»eaiory>  w^  accimey, 
iliid  rigid  iippartiality,  were  f^qnaUy  subjects  of  eomneodatiop^ 
and  held  in  the  highest  esteem^  by  the  inemhcan  of  ho^A^ 
houses  of  parlijame^t^  to  whatever  party  they  mighl  btlpiig^ 
during  the  niany  ye^rs  that  be  continued  t^s  ezevQiM  Ijiia  ta^ 
lents  in  that.mo(»t  Mt^s^rioufi,  and  we  tnpst  we- may  add,  mott 
iofipoFtant  branch  of  pui^p  duty. 

Mr,  Fox  spoke  ^s  folJowft:-T-     » 

*'  We  are  told  by  d^;  ^bfcttfir^  of  thiamol^ai^  that  jealousies, 
murmurs  and  discontents  ^M;rea«e  and  mukipiy  thiuughou^ 
the  nation;  that  the  peo|4e  a^  n^der  tarrihte  appreheaaions 
that  the  law  is  p.enrerte<t   the  jwies  are  dffKiTeA  of  their 
constitutiqnal  powers,  that  the  courts  of  jsistioe  aoa  not  sound' 
and  untainted;  in  a  wotd,  that  the  jiidiges  have,  bke  a  deeea 
Qf  monstrous  Patag<QniEin  giants,  either  swallowed,  or  are  going 
to  swallow  up  both  law  aod  gQN^L    A^  bpw  d^  -they  prca^. 
the  truth  of  these  allegations  ?  the  manner  is  pleasant  .cwn}gh« 
They  refer  us  to  their  o^ri  ^belH^us  9e9»qps%rawees«  and  to 
those  infamous  bjoajpogo^  af^  Sf^tires,  whjoK  they  tene  talmas 
caj:e  to  write  and  circulate.    The^n^odesd^rsi^ti/^iftto  dwpiir 
selves  in  the  place  of  the  natiqn,  and  cf^  tl^rc^Qi^onq^liqlniAi 
tjie  gri^vanc^  of.  :^nglapd.    Tlw-  mi^ai»in|^  i#i  plftin  4^9itgW 
^d  we  uudevstand  perfectly  ^w  ^  th^ir  gsievflxxcea  nttgbt 
1^  redress^.    Fpr  my  part  \  ani  jiQt  ikf^mA  to  laJce  ihft 
v:oice  of  ^  wserable  fi^iqn.  fqr  the  voice,  of  siqp  «ouiikry% 
\?^ere  the  pi?9ple  irea%  disf^f^,  i^owld  be.^d  to  kiifW 
\kfm  I  au^  fo  a^f^rtaia  the  raality  of.  t)^  di9sa^^Qlia9  ^  I 
must  fiTjedy  con^,  i)^  I  I^iow  qo  otber  W9i  but  thai  i£\xg^ 
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phixwd  to  the  vorid^  why  he  aoeepted  of  m 
vef diet,  whidi  the  court  afterwards  aet  aside 

siAinK  ^^  houae.   Here  tbc  people  are  reptetaiBtd^  and  here 
tlMir  VjMf^e  espri»0ed.    There  is  no  otber  criterioa  but  the  nm« 
imHj  of  |bi^  ^asembty,  by  which  we  caarjirilge^f  their  sentU 
inanl^v    Thi4  nwtii»  in  9V«ler  ta  antwer  4>ne  pwirpet^  ahd  tbail 
BMln^  m  ^A^  to  anewer  another^  will  tdtt  yoa.tbat  a  general 
ogpf  ba$  geiM  ahrold  against  certaia  men  abd  loeaaures ;  bat 
nil  ypn  be  m  ercduious  aa  to  tak^  kim  upon  kia  irard»  when 
yDtt  can  (iaadyi  peMttis^ci  his  iatereated  mws  and  fiiid  him  the 
origiiial  dnd  pnme  Aioyer  el  all  the  climonr  h    I  can  eaaiiy 
tivce  the  autfaass  of  the  outcry  miaod  ^|faimt.tke  judges;  and 
I  wtfiM  point  tbeaiL  ont,  bad  noi  thcgr,  as  iirelLas  their  srifish 
ends*  been  already  exposed  in  aH  tbeit  definnity.     Why 
tben^  diottUI  ^nte  hesitale  to  pitt  a  negattre  upon  a'  question 
which.  Bfinng  from  aueh  a  low  source  ?  from  dirt  Efcicame,  and 
to  diact  lei  it  retoro*    As  to  myself,  I  oertainly  viih  as  I  can^ 
Qflv^r  a^knaiiirtodge  f<Mr  llie  voieeofithe  nation,  wbat  is  not. 
edb^ed  by  Ibe  nuQcrity  of  the  honse;  aadi  do  noi  find  that* 
the  miyority  of  ua  entertain  any  silapiciona,  muck  leas  terrible 
appfdnensionaj  ot  the  judgpes;  tiKMigh>  if  there  were  any^just^ 
foundptM  fof  complaint^  we  jnust  ei^rtainly  have  been  better 
inlarnpd  #f  it- than  the  people 

ladt^ed  if  tfia  nd^plA^ab  ilf  t^is  eo«pitry  would  anawer  any 
g^  pwrppse^  I  AmM  nokbe/such  a  violent  ppposer,  con* 
vim^A  ^  1  am. that  Ibe  judges  are  blameless.    But  I  am  fuKy' 
peQw4ocb.  that  would  not  he  the  case.    For  as  ^IrlKive  shewn^ 
it  wmtld  be  an  atlemp t  tOD  remove  discontents  which,  do  noin 
exist  hnk  mmmg  Iboae  who  ha,ve  generated,  loabend,  and 
mamd  t)^em  up  to  tkeif  present  mafnitnde,  and  wouM'  nolv' 
tbeiefiEire,  be  satisfied^,  though  Justice,  tfaea^h  Aatrea  hemel^ 
flhould  dcacend  naloed.  from  heaven  to  exculpate  our  judgea. 
And  what  is  moBe,  it  would,  on  their  own  pnnciples>  prove 
flnudasa  and  nugatory,  eren  if  we  auppose  tho  people  to  be 
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38  illegal,  and  which,  as  it  took  ho  notice  of 
file  knmendoes^  did  not  even  correspond  with 

reaUv  discontented.  For  What  have  they  been  doing  for 
these  two  last  years,  but  ringing  constantly  in  our  ears  the 
contempt  in  which  we  are  held  by  the  people  ?  have  they 
not  made  these  walb  echo  with  the  tenns  of  r^roach,  which 
they  alledged  were  cast  4ipon  us  by  men  of  every  degree,  by 
high  and  low>  rich  and  poor,  learned  and  unlearned  ?  were 
we  not,  and  are  we  not  still,  according  to  their  account,  hdd 
in  universal  detestation  and  abhorrence  }  does  not  the  whole 
empire,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  redcon  us  equally  weak 
and  wicked  ?  in  a  word,  are  we  not  beoeroe  an  abomination 
in  the  land  ?  such  is  the  language  of  the  minority.  How  can 
they,  with  a  serious  face,  desire  us  to  undertake  this  enquiry, 
in  order  to  satisfy  the  people }  the  people,  if  their  former 
assertions  are  to  be  credited,  will  receive  no  good  at  our  hands. 
Th^  will  regard  what  we  say  no  more  than  a  knot  of  coffee- 
house politicians.  We  are  too  ridiculous  as  wdl  as  odious,  to 
do  any  thing  that  will  appear  gracious  in  their  eyes.  What  is 
the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  ?  let  us  satisfy  ourselves.  Let  us 
act  acc<Nrding  to  the  dictates  of  honour  and  conscience,  and  be 
at  peace  with  our  own  minds.  It  is  thus  that  we  shall  sooner 
or  later  regain  the  confidence  of  our  constituents,  if  we  have 
lost  it ;  and  not  by  humouring,  as  feolish  nurses  huntour  great 
lubberly  boys,  the  wayward  whims  of  a  misled  multitude. 
The  characteristic  of  this  house;  should  be  a  firm  and  manly 
steadiness,  an  unshaken  perseverance  in  the  pursuit  of  great 
and  noble  plans  of  general  utility,  and  not  a  wavering  inoHi- 
stant  fluctuation  of  counsels,  regulated  by  the  shifting  of  die 
pillar  breeze.  If  we  are  not  to  judge  for  ourselves,  but  to- 
be  ever  at  the  command  of  the  vulgar,  and  their  capricious 
shouts  and  hisses,  I  cannot  see  what  advantage  the  nation  can 
reap  from  a  representative  body,  which  they  might  not  have 
jpeaped  from  a  tumultuous  assembly  of  themselves,  collected 
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his  own  chaa^e.  If  he  had  known  his  duty  ht 
should  have  sent  the  jury  back. — I  speak  ad-* 

at  random  on  Salisbury  Plain  or  Rimiiiiigmede.  It  is  very 
well  known,  that  such  an  irregidar  and  riotous  crowd  are  but 
very  ill  qualified  to  judge  truly  <^  tlieir  own  interest,  or  to 
pursue  it,  even  wlien  tbey  form  a  right  judgment.  They  are 
bi^  very  unsteady  guardiwis  of  liberty  and  property.  Do 
you  want  piooCs?  consult  the  English  history,  and  youwiB 
find  them  in  every  page/' 

Mr.  Burke,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  in  support  of  the 
motion,  spoke  as  follows  :-~- 

"  The  subject  of  our  present  debate,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
matter  of  a  very  serious  and  important  nature ;  and  it  is  dot 
therefore  to  be  dismissed  without  mature  detiberation.  The 
h<Hiourable  gentleman  who  introduced  it,  boldly  arraign 
the  general  conduct  of  our  courts  of  justice ;  and  the  gentle* 
man  who  seconded  him,  as  boldly  arraigns  the  conduct  of  a 
particular  judge.  Either  charge  should  be  alone  sufficient  to 
excite  our  closest  attention.  What  efiect  ought  then  both  in 
conjunction  to  produce  ?  they  ought  to  impel  us,  if  not  to  oi- 
quiry,  at  least  to  a  minute  and  elaborate  discussion.  For  what 
has  the  mover  of  the  question  arraigned  ?  he  has  arraigned 
the  general  princif^  of  jurisprudence  now  adopted  by  our 
judges,  and  has,  in  his  way,  proved  them  not  only  4inconsti* 
ttttional,  but  illegsd.  He  has  laid  before  you  two  heads  of  ac- 
cusation, two  points,  in  which  he  conceives  the  judges  hsre 
not  done  their  duty.  These  two  points  are  a  ruie  <if  law,  and 
a  rule  <tfevidaiee,  authorised,  as  he  asserts,  neither  by  preoe- 
ctent  nor  by  the  spirit  of  liberty.  First  he  teUs  you  that  judges 
act  ittcgally  and  unconstitutionally,  in  directing  juries  not  to 
take  cognizance,  of  the  malice  or  innocence  of  a  culprit's  inten- 
tion in  cases  of  libels ;  and  secondly  he  telk  you,  that  in  cases 
^libelsy  they  act  illegally  and  unconst^utioDally  in  acquainting 

the 
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weifyf  and  sm  well  aduhifed  iimt  no  htwyisr 
df  chaacker,  in  WeftnunBterJiaU,  wfii  contra* 

the  jarf  that  the  kw  infers  gii^t  from  the  prima  Jaeie  en* 
dcace ;  a  posttkm  by  which  maatere  bteome,  even  in  criminal 
easca^  fcapcaiaibk  foi  tine  ooncbot  of  their  iermnta. 

UMae  are  Ihe  dbeirinea  which  be  mmfpni,  and  which  nrt 
noMr  in  inae  beCora  y«u.  He  aaierto  th»t  they  ate  not  sane* 
tkaied  hy  pcccedcilt  Bot  ticre  hia  readifig  iea«ls  net  t<»  have 
been  sufficiently  extensive.  There  are  precedoita,  and  thoae 
too,  I  fear,  of  too  much  weight  and  authority.  You  have 
heard  hfi  €hi«f  juslic^  Jlajaaond^s  wofda  ^oted,  ani;  no- 
thing can  be  more  explicit  than  they  ave,  in  faaoor  of  these 
doQUinca.  What !.  ]ro»  witt  say^  can  these  be  the  doctrines  of 
lord  fiayeaaoiu],  and.  yetba  wiknown  to  the;  Itanied  aeijeanC  ? 
W^  it  is  iwpois^ki  A  gbm.  so  much  in  powt  eouid  never 
eaeape  hia  Mustry  miA  kaming :  and  to  ranKfer*  the  lliing 
ooN^in,  he  giyes  the  assertion  a  flat  cenkradiclionh  Bot  I  tmj 
tbfkt  it  liquet  osily  poasihle  attd  prehabk,  but  certain^  and  kt 
eie  tell  yott,  that  the  way  to  overturn  the  credit  of  friune  and 
WVf emaUy  esteeowd  bistonans,  is  not  ta  give  them  «  fiat  cen^ 
traditHiock.  The  mosi  peaitiive  asaeverationa^of  a  nodesni  goi  §n 
l»lbii^».  when  they  are  mnupported  by  the  cotttradictary  #e»- 
livMif^'  of  seibe  ancksit  contemporary  autfaop.  Was  thia  he* 
nsy  then. adopted  as  an  artickof  &itb,.by  ftajwiond^  ¥e6,  Sit, 
it  vaap  the  fiict  ia  tocB  ciear,.  too  weU; known,  to>beatf  diqpiilii.. 
Nar  waa  it  an  innovatieia  iidrodaeedl  by  thafe  great  judge,  tk^; 
bcireeeiited  it  as  a.legacy  from.siyi  greater  j«^|e%  aidi  namg 
fbttMai,.ft0tSk  tiiev  vesy.bidwark  of  the  revohition^  kod  UxAt. 

Bwt  what  jtliaugb  this  opinion  haa  beent  sanetiDned by  aao* 
neftof  pveoedeots;.  whet  though  it  has  been  embraced:  by  bmd 
as  deep  skilkd  inksr  andi  caaoistry  as  renwALablfrfor  infleadfale 
patriotiBm ;  hajre  iKit  the  greatest  hmyvts,  te'  profcaniist 
eaMiisttw  and  the^staunefaesL  palnots  erredf  Why  then  liioaid 
die  jadiaeate tfaougfat exeoaptod. &eia  the eoaosieDiikt of  h»* 

roanity  ? 
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diet  me.    To  shew  die  fidsehood  of  krd  Mom* 
JlekP$  doctrine^  it  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into 

maiBdly  i  Why.  flhould  tbey  be  deened  infUMUe  iMre  thn 
other  morUls  ?  believe  me,  the  windom  of  the  whole  nation 
o«&  fee  fardier  than  the  «ages  of  Weilzsinfter*bft11.  In  a  con- 
ititiitiianai  poiot  like  this,  the  colleetive  knowledge  and  pene* 
tftatiott  of  the  i)e<qple  at  large,  are  more  to  be  depended  on 
than  the  boattad  .diacemment  of  all  the  bar.  The  reaaon  la 
elear.  Their  eyes  are  not  daisied  by  the  prospect  of  mi  op* 
posite  interest.  Hie  crown  baa  no  lure  sufficiently  tempting 
to  make  them  forget  themselves  and  the  general  good. 
.  Why  th«i  should  not  we«  on  this  occaaion»  listen  to  their 
foice,  aa  it  is  he9fd  anffioiently  loud  and  distinct}  because, 
feraooth,  they  have  no  voice !  beeanse  their  sentin^ents  are 
only  to  be  gathered  from  the  determinations  of  the  majority 
af  this  house !  because  after  a  general  election  is  closed,  they 
have  no  legal  existence^  and  have  therefore  no  other  mouth 
but  thi^  of  their  representatives  1  Strai^  doctrine !  What 
^en  is  become  of  petitioning  ^  Are  they  not  legally  entitled 
to  that  right  ?  You  cannot  deny  it,  without  denying  the  au- 
thority of  the  Bill  of  Bights*  How  then  can  you  pretend  that 
Aey  have  no  legal  voice,  but  that  of  their  representatives  ? 
they,  have  both  a  real  and  a  legal  voice,  and  they  have  uttered 
tfaajt  vcHce.  Consult  the  HiMoty  q/  tha  reign  qf  Gsoffe  th* 
third.  In  that  perfonnanoe,  which  will  be  an  everlasting  mo- 
nument ci  the  foUy,  .incapacity,  and  pernicious  politics  of  our 
bte  and  present  mifltefcerai,  you  will  4nd  it  demonstrated,  that 
the  Bsejwity  of  JEoglishnaen  have  petitioned  the  King,  and 
have  consequently  expressed  their  own  sentiments  by  their 
own  mouth,  widMMit  the  intervention  of  their  deputies.  By 
what  rule  then  doeaibe  BMuerity  of  this  bouse  square  its  con- 
duct, w^en  k  acts  in  direct  opposition,  to  the  miL}oiity  of  tha 
people  ?  by  tliat  rule  of  writbmetic,  which,  by  its  almighty 
fiat,  overturned  the  huva  of  nature,  decTieed  89Q  to  be  greater 
3  than 
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the  tnmts  of  the  paper  which  produced  the 
trial.      If  every  line  of  it  were   treason,   his 

diail  1146,  gave  us  cokmel  Luttrell  for  John  Wilkes,  a  cudcoo 
In  a  magfpy's  nest  to  suck  its  eggs. 

That  there  should  be  found  gentlemen  who  would  annihilate 
the  people,  and  acknowledge  no  other  voice  but  that  of  thj» 
house,  is  to  me  not  at  all  surprising !  because  the  conduct  of 
the  most  violent  stieklers  for  this  doctrine,  has  not  deserred 
much  applause  or  favour  from  them.    But  that  they  should 
have  renounced  reastm  and  common  sense  so  far,  as  to  main- 
tain that  the  majority  of  this  assembly  is  the  only  organ  by 
which  their  sentiments  can  be  expressed,  is  to  me  truly  sur- 
prising :  for  where,  in  the  name  of  wonder,  should  the  house 
acquire  the  necessary  knowledge  or  intelligence  ?  is  it  by  turn* 
ing  over  these  musty  volumes,  or  by  rummaging  these  gaudy 
boxes  which  lie  on  your  table  ?    No ;  they  contam  none  of 
these  mysteries.    How  then  are  they  to  be  explored  ?  Is  there 
any  virtue  or  inspiration  in  these  benches  or  cushions,  by 
which  they  are  communicated  ?   or  does  the  echo  of  these 
Walls  whisper  the  secret  in  your  ears  ?     No ;  but  the  echo  of 
every  other  wall,  the  murmur  of  every  stream,  the  shouts,  ay, 
and  the  hoots  and  hisses  of  every  street  in  the  nation,  ring  it 
in  your  ears,  and  deafen  you  with  their  din.    Deiffenytm,  did 
I  say  ?  alas !  you  were  deaf  before,  or  rather  dead,  else  you 
would  have  heard ;  for  their  voice  is  loud  enough  to  waken 
almost  the  dead.    For  shame,  gentlemen,  let  us  hear  no  more 
such  weak  reasonings  and  sophistical  refinements.    Far  from 
producing  conviction,  they  cannot  even  extort  a  smile^  except 
peradventure  at  the  author,  who  resemUes  a  hcmler,  that 
would  catch  an  elephant  in  toils  made  of  cobweb.   The  people 
have  a  voice  of  their  own,  and  it  must,  nay  it  will  be  sooner 
6r  later  heard ;  and  I,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  always  exert* 
every  nerve,  and  every  power,   of  which  I  am  master^  to 
hasten  the  completioa  <^so  desirable  an  event ,  My  revoence 

for 
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charge  to  the  jury  would  still  be  false,  absurd, 
illegal,  and  unconstitutional.    If  I  stated  the 

for  the  judges,  against  whom  the  )>q>ular  cry  is  now  so  k>ud« 
will  not  deter  ine ;  because  I  know  all  judges  are  but  men. 
Not  only  former  judges,  but  juries  have  erred.  Why  not  the 
present  ?  Yes,  Sir,  juries  have  erred,  and  they  may  err  again* 
When  they  do,  I  shall  be  as  ready  to  enquire  into  their  con-» 
duct,  as  I  am  now  into  that  of  the  judges.  Gentlemen  may 
talk  of  their  great  respect  for  juries,  and  their  readiness  to  ac- 
quiesce in  their  determinations ;  but  I  am  not  disposed  to  be 
so  complaisant,  I  will  make  no  man,  nor  any  set  of  men,  a 
compliment  of  the  constitution.  It  is  too  TaluaUe  «n  inherit- 
ance  to  be  so  lightly  relinquished.  When  the  actions  of  juries 
are  praiseworthy,  let  them  be  applauded ;  when  they  are  cri- 
minal, let  them  be  punished.  Popularity  should  not  beJ[>ought 
at  so  high  a  price.  For  my  own  part,  let  the  malicious  and 
the  ungenerous  say  what  they  will,  I  am  a  Uind  follower  of  no 
man,  nor  a  bond  slave  to  any  party.  I  have  always  acted  ac- 
cording to  the  best  information  of  my  judgment,  and  the  clear 
dictates  of  my  conscience.  On  this  occasion  I  solemnly  pro- 
test before  God,  that  I  entertain  no  personal  enmity  against 
any  man,  nor  have  I  any  interested  schemes  to  promote.  My 
sole  object  in  flupporting  the  proposed  enquiry,  is  the  public 
welfare  and  the  acquittal  of  the  judges, 'for  I  am  satisfied  that 
an  acquittal  will  be  the  consequence.  In  acting  thus,  I  think 
ipyself  their  best  friend ;  because  no  other  plan  will  clear  their 
character.  Till  this  step  is  taken,  in  vain  do  they  pretend  to 
superior  sanctity ;  in  vain  do  some  gentlemen  tread  their  haUs 
as  hol^  ground,  or  reverence  their  ooilrts  as  the  temples  of  the 
diitinity.  To  the  people  they  appear  the  temple^  of  idols,  and 
false  oracles,  or  rather  as  the  dwellings  of  truth  and  justice, 
converted  into  dens  of  thieves  and  robbers.  For  what  greater 
robbers  can  there  be,  than  those  who  rob  men  of  their  laws 
and  liberties  ?    No  man  has  a  greater  veneration  than  I  have 

for 
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dieritj  of  my  letter  to  tiw  King$  I  9houkl  wli^ 
tak  io&iK  M^KSFiEXiD,  and  *  travel  out  of  thb 

(br  Ibe  <lQOtofs  c^  tM'  law ;  and  it  is  for  that  reason^  that  I 
nrpuld  tb^s  raider  their  characters  pure  and  unsulUed  as  the 
dmen  sqqw*  But  witt  any  of  you  pretend  that  this  is  at  pre- 
sent Ae  oa«e  I  are  BOt  thdur  temples  profaned  ?  has  not  pollu- 
tion entered  Ihein,  aod  penetrated  into  the  holy  of  holies  ? 
ure  not  th^  priests  suspected  of  being  no  better  than  those  of 
Bell  and  the  Dragon*  or  rather  of  being  worse  than  those  of 
Baal  ?  and  ha^^  not  therefore  the  fire  of  the  people's  wrath  al- 
most consumed  them  ?  The  lightning  has  pierced  the  sanctu- 
ary^  and  rent  the  vail  of  their  temple  from  the  top  even  to  the 
bottom^  Nothing  is  whole*  nothing  is  sound.  The  ten  tables 
of  the  law  are  shattered  and  splintered.  The  ark  of  the  cove- 
nant is  lo$t*  ^nd  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  uncircumcised. 
Both  they  and  ye  are  become  an  abomination  unto  the  Lord* 
In  order  to  wash  away  your  sins*  let  Moses  tmd  the  prophets 
ascend  Mount  3inai>  and  bring  us  down  the  second  table  of 
the  law  in  thunder  and  lightnings ;  for  in  thunder  and  light- 
nings the  constitution  was  first*  and  must  now  be  established. 
Let  the  judges  mount  up  to  the  source  of  precedents  and  de* 
cisions,  and  trace  the  law  clear  and  unpolluted  along  the  stream 
,pf  time>  anid  the  silent  lapse  of  years.  Let  them  march  in 
procession  to  thi^  hovs^*  ushered  in  by  a  long  train  of  prece- 
dents and  opinions,  and  lay  them  all  in  a  bundle  in  Uie  middle 
^  tbQ  rOQit).  Tben>  and  not  till  then*  will  thpy  stand  justified* 
Then*  and  not  till  then^  will  you  stand  ju^fied.  I9  vain  do 
yqu  trii^t  to  the  virtue  of  that  fu^ed  govn>  or  to  the  magie 
oC  that  bauble*  as  Cromwell  truly  called  it.  They  confer  ne- 
ther real  power*  nor»  what  is  often  its  parent^  a  fair  character. 
Thesie  desirable  possessions  are  acquired  by  an  ufiiright  con* 
diict«  ^nd  the  confidence  x>f  the  peoj^e/^    ia>LT. 

*  The  following  quotation  from  a  speech  ddivered  by  U}r4 
Qmhanh  ^.ihn  etevei^tb  of  December*  1770*  ;is  tatoi:  with 

exactness. 
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RSCORD.  When  law  and  reason  speak  plidnly, 
we  do  not  want  authority  to  direct  our  under- 
standings. Yet,  for  the  honour  of  the  pro* 
fession,  I  am  content  to  oppose  one  lawyer  to 

exactness.    Hie  reader  will  find  it  carious  in  itself,  and  very 
fit  to  be  inserted  here.     "  My  Lords,  the  verdict,  given  in 
Woodfall's  trial,  was  guiity  of  priitting  and  pitblishing  ohly  ; 
upon  which  two  motions  were  made  in  court ; — one,  in  arrest 
of  judgment,  by  the  defendant's  counsel,  grounded  upon  the 
ambiguity  of  the  verdict ;— the  other,  by  the  counsel  for  the 
crown,  for  a  rule  upon  the  defendant,  to  shew  cause,  why  the 
verdict  should  not  be  entered  up  according  to  the  legal  import 
of  the  words. .  On  both  motions,  a  rule  was  granted,  and  soon 
after  the  matter  was  argued  before  the  Court  of  King's  Bench. 
The  noble  judge,  when  he  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 
upon  the  verdict,  went  regularly  through  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  at  Nisi  Prius,  as  well  the  evidence  that  had  been 
given,  as  his  own  charge  to  the  jury.    This  proceeding  would 
have  been  very  proper,  had  a  motion  been  made  of  either  side 
for  a  new  trial,  because  either  a  verdict  given  contrary  to  evi- 
dence, or  an  improper  charge  by  the  judge  at  Nisi  Prim,  is 
held  to  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  granting  a  new  trial.     But 
when  a  motion  is  made  in  arrest  of  judgment,  or  for  establish- 
ing the  verdict,  by  entering  it  up  according  to  the  legal  import 
of  the  words,  it  must  be  on  the  ground  of  something  appearing 
on  the  face  of  the  record;  and  the  court,  in  considering  whether 
the  verdict  shall  be  established  or  not,  are  so  confined  to  the 
record,  that  they  cannot  take  notice  of  any  thing  that  does  not 
appear  on  the  face  of  it ;  in  the  legal  phrase,  t/tey  cannot  travel 
out  of  the  record.    The  noble  judge  did  travel  out  of  the  records 
and  I  affirm  that  his  discourse  was  irregular,  extrajudicial,  and 
unprecedented.    His  apparent  motive,  for  doing  what  he  knew 
to  be  wrong,  was,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  telling 
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anotiher,  especially  when  it  happens  that  the 
King!s  Attorney  General  has  virtually  disclaim- 
ed the  doctrine  by  which.the  Chief  Justice  meant 
to  insure    success   to  :  the  prosecution*      The 

the  public  extrajudicially,  that  the  other  three  judges  concurred 
in  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  his  charge/'     author. 

The  opinion  of  the  court  here  referred  to^  was  as  follows ; 
and  we  give  it  as  an  extraordinary  dictum,  not  readily  to  be 
met  with  in  the  present  day.  It  was  delivered  by  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Nov.  20,  1770. 

"  This  matter  conies  on  before  the  court  upon  two  rules, 
which  have  been  obtained ;  the  one  by  the  defendant's  coun- 
sel, to  stay  the  entering  up  the  interlocutory  judgment  in  this 
cause ;  the  other  by  the  Attorney  General,  to  enter  up  the 
judgment  according  to  the  legal  import  of  the  verdict.  In 
considering  these  rules,  we  are  naturally  led  to  begin  with  the 
last,  because  the  last  may  decide  the  former ;  and  in  doiny^ 
this,  it  will  be  previously  necessary  to  state  a  report  of  the 
.trial.  ^  The  defendant  was  tried  for  the  printing  and  pub- 
lishing, in  a  paper  called  the  Public  Advertiser,  a  libel  signed 
Junius  ;  and  in  the  information  the  tenor  of  the  libel  was  set 
forth,  with  innuendoes,  to  complete  the  blanks,  and  with  the 
usual  epithets.  (1.)  The  first  witness,  Crowder,  proved  the 
buying  of  the  paper,  which  was  produced,  and  twelve  others, 
'«t  the  defendant's  printing-house,  of  his  servant.  (2«)  Harris 
proved  payments  at  the  stamp-office,  by  the  defendant,  for  the 
Pubhc  Advertiser,  and  that  the  duty  for  the  stamp  upon  this 
paper  was  paid  by  the  defendant's  servant.  (3.)  Lee,  sir 
John  Fielding's  clerk,  proved  several  payments  to  the  de- 
fendant for  advertisements  in  the  Public  Advertiser,  and  pro- 
duced his  receipt.'  The  proof  upon  the  trial  was  clear,  and 
-not  controverted  by  the  defendant's  counsel,  who  called  no 
nvilnesses.     They  rested  their  defence  in  objecting  to  some  of 

,  the 
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DpimoQ  of  the  plaintifF's  counsel,  (however  it 
may  be  odierwise  insignificant)  is  weighty  in 
the  scale  of  the  defendant. — My  Lard  Chief 
JtisUce  De  Grejf^  who  filed  the  information  ex 
officio^  is  directly  with  me.  If  he  had  concurred 
in  lord  MansfieUT^  doctrine,  the  trial  must  have 

the  iniiuendoes^  but  principally  applied  to  the  jury  to  convince 
them,  that  the  paper  was  innocent,  and  that  some  of  the  epi- 
thets in  the  information,  did  not  apply  to  the  intention  of  the 
defendant.    No  fact,  in  case  the  paper  be  innocent,  can  make 
the  publication  a  sutject  of  guilt ;  and  if  the  jury  Bnd  it  so, 
the  defendant  may  have  advantage  of  its  innocence  by  arrest 
of  judgment  in  this  court ;  but  that  is  not  any  question  here. 
Nor  is  this  a  case,  like  some  of  those,  where  a  publication  of  a 
^per  may  be  justified,  from  particular  circumstances.     I  di- 
rected the  jury,  that  if  they  believed  the  innuendoes,  as  to  per- 
sons and  things,  to  have  been  properly  filled  up  in  the  infor« 
mation,  and  to  be  the  true  meaning  of  the  paper,  and  if  they 
gave  credit  to  the  witnesses,  they  must  find  the  defendant 
guilty ;  for,  if  they  believed  them,  there  is  no  doubt  but  there 
was  sufficient  evidence  of  the  defendant's  printing  and  publish- 
ing.    If  the  jury  were  obliged  to  determine,  whether  the 
paper  was  in  law  a  libel  or  no,  or  to  judge  whether  it  was 
criminal,  or  to  what  degree,  or  if  they  were  to  require  proofs 
of  a  criminal  intention,  then  this  direction  was  wrong.     I  told 
them,  as  I  have  always  done  before,  that  whether  a  libel  or  not, 
was  a  mere  qiiestion  of  law,  arising  out  of  the  record ;  and  that 
all  the  epithets  inserted  in  the  information,  were  also  formal 
inferences  of  law.    A  general  verdict  of  the  jury,  finds  only 
what  the  law  implies  from  the  fact.    There  is  no  necessary 
proof  of  malice  to  be  made;  for  that  is  scarce  possible  to  b(e 
produced.    The  law  implies,  from  the  fact  of  publication,  a 
criminal  intent.    The  jury  stayed  out  a  long  while-nnany 
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been  a  very  short  one.  The  facts  were  either 
adinitted  by  WoodfaiFs  counsel^  or  easily  proved 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  jury.  But  Mr.  De 
Gre^j  fiur  from  thinking  he  should  acquit  him* 
$elf  of  his  duty  by  barely  proving  the  facts, 
entered  largely,    and  I  confess   not  without 


liours — ^and  at  last  delivered  in  their  verdict  at  my  house  (the 
oligection  to  its  being  out  of  the  city  being  cured  by  consent) 
To  the  usual  question  of  the  officer,  the  foreman  answered  in 
these  words.  Guilty  of  printing  and  publishing  only.  The 
officer  has  entered  up  the  words  literally,  without  so  much  as 
adding  the  usual  words  of  reference  to  connect  the  sense.  An 
affidavit  of  one  of  the  jury  has  been  attempted  to  be  laid  before 
the  court  by  the  defendant's  counsel ;  but  we  are  all  of  opinion 
that  it  cannot  be  received. — Such  affidavit  can  only  be  admit- 
t^  in  motion  for  a  new  trial,  where  there  is  a  doubt  upon  the 
words  in  which  the  verdict  was  delivered,  or  upon  the  judge's 
notes  of  the  evidence ;  but  an  affidavit  of  a  juryman  cannot  be 
admitted  to  explain  or  assert,  what  he  thought,  or  intended,  at 
the  time  of  giving  in  the  vejrdict.  The  motion  of  the  Attorney 
General  divides  itself  into  two  parts ;  (1.)  the  first,  to  fill  up 
the  finding  of  the  jury,  with  the  usual  words  of  reference,  so 
«s  to  connect  the  verdict  with  the  information.  The  omission 
of  these  words,  we  are  of  opinion,  b  a  technical  mistake  of  the 
clerk,  and  may  be  now  supphed.  (2.)  The  second  head  of 
argument,  is  to  omit  the  word  only  in  the  entry  of  the  verdict. 
This  we  are  all  of  opinion  cannot  be  done;  the  word  only 
must  stand  in  the  verdict.  No  reason  can  be  urged  for  omit- 
ting the  word  only,  but  what  goes  to  prove  that  it  adds  nothing 
to  the  sense  of  the  verdict.  If  this  word  was  omitted,  the 
Terdict  would  then  be^  guilty  of  printing  and  puhUshing,  which 
is  a  general  verdict  of  guilty ;  for  there  is  no  other  charge  in 
the  information,  but  printing  and  publishing,  and  that  alone 
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nMBtyy  into  the  demerits  of  the  paper,  which 
he  called  a  seditious  UbeL  He  dwelt  but  lightly 
upon  those  points,  which  (according  to  lord 
Mansfield)  were  the  only  matter  of  consideration 
to  the  jury.  The  criminal  intent,  the  libellous 
matter,  the  pernicious  tendency  of  the  paper 

the  jury  had  to  enquire.  In  the  case  of  the  King  and  Wil- 
liams»  for  the  North  Briton^  the  jury  found  the  defendant 
guilty  of  printing  and  publiehing.  The  officer  entered  up  the 
verdict  guilty  generally  :  the  defendant  received  the  sentence 
of  this  courts  and  no  objection  was  taken  by  his  counsel. 
Where  there  are  more  charges  in  an  information  than  one^  the 
finding  the  defendant  guilty  of  printing  and  publishing  oaIy> 
would  be  an  acquittal  of  the  other  charges ;  but  here  the  jury 
had  nothing  else  to  find.  They  found  him  guilty  of  printing 
and  publishing  only,  which  was  all  of  which  they  Were  to  find 
lum  guilty,  being,  the  only  crime  with  which  he  was  charged. 
We  are  all  of  opinion,  that  my  direction  to  the  jury  is  right, 
and  according  to  law ;  the  positions  contained  in  it  never  were 
doubted;  it  never  has  been,  nor  is  it  now  complained  of,  in 
this  court.  There  clearly  can  be  no  judgment  of  acqoittri, 
because  the  fact  found  by  the  jury  is  the  only  question  they 
had  to  try.  The  single  doubt  that  remains>  is  as  to  the  mean* 
ing  of  the  word  on/j^.  It  would  be  improper  now  to  make  s 
question  of  the  law,  as  I  lay  it  down.  In  all  the  report*  which 
I  have  made  upon  trials  for  libels,  where  my  directioa  has 
been  uniformly  the  same,  the  bar  may  remember  the  dead, 
and  the  living  who  are  now  absent,  all  to  have  concurred  i» 
agreeiog  that  it  was  law  thut"  to  direct  the  jury  in  matter  of 
bbel.  Taking  then  the  law  to  be  thus,  the  only  question  ia^ 
whcdter  any  meaning,  which  will  af&ct  the  verdict,  can  be  put 
upon  the  word  only,  a»  it  stand*  upon  this  record.  If  die  yxtj 
meant  to  say,  diey  (]hd  not  &id  the  paper  a  libel,  or  the  ijBtent 

of 
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itself,  were  the  topics  on  which  he  principally 
insisted,  and  of  which,  for  more  than  an  hour, 
he  tortured  his  faculties  to  convince  the  jury. 
If  he  agreed  in  opinion  with  lord  Mansfieldj 
his  discourse  .was  impertinent,  ridiculous,  and 
unseasonable.  But,  understanding  the  law  as  I 
do,  what  he  said  was  at  least  consistent  and  to 
the  purpose. 

If  any  honest  man  should  still  be  inclined  to 
leave  the  construction  of  libels  to  the  court,  I 
would  intreat  him  to  consider  what  a  dreadful 
compUcation  oi  hardships  he  imposes  upon  his 
fellow-subject. — In  the  first  place,  the  prosecu- 
tion commences  by  information  of  an  officer  of 
the  crown,  not  by  the  regular  constitutional 
mode  of  indictment  before  a  grand  jury. — As  the 

of  the  defendant  to  be  criminal  in  publishing  it,  or  that  they, 
did  not  6nd  the  truth  and  apphcation  of  the  epithets  in  the  in- 
fonnation,  all  this  would  have  vitiated  the  verdict ;  for  it  would 
have  been  entering  into  matters  not  bef<Nre  them.  But  if  they 
meant  to  say,  that  they  did  not  find  the  meaning  put  upon  the 
innuendoes,  we  should  enter  up  judgment  of  acquittal ;  but 
this  would  be  contradictory  to  the  former  part  of  their  verdict. 
It  is  impossible  to  say  with  certainty,  what  they  meant.  Pos- 
sibly they  meant  differently,  and  some  of  them  might  intend 
not  to  find  the  whole  sense  put  upon  the  innuendoes.  This 
would  be  the  most  favourable  supposition  for  the  defendant^ 
to  which  the  judges  will  always  lean.  But  if  a  doubt  arises 
on  the  import  of  the  verdict,  the  court  i^hould  grant  a  venire 
facias  de  novo,  which  it  is  in  their  power  to  do,  when  a  verdict 
of  acquittal  has  not  been  found  for  the  defendant.'^    bdit.      t 
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fiict  is  usually  admitted,  or  in  general  can  easily 
be  jMToved,  the  office  of  the  petty  jury  is  ni^ar 
tory.^ — The  court  then  judges  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  offence,  and  determines  ad  arbi^ 
iriumj  the  quantum  of  the  punishment,  from  a 
small  fine  to  a  heavy  one,  to  repeated  whipping, 
to  pillory,  and  unUmitedunprisonment.  Cutting 
off  ears  and  noses  might  stiU  be  inflicted  by  a 
resolute  judge  y  but  I  wiU  be  candid  enough 
to  suppose  that  penalties,  so  apparently  shocking 
to  humanity,  would  not  be  hazarded  in  these 
times*. — In  all  other  criminal  prosecutions,  the 
jury  decides  upon  the  fact  and  the  crime  in  one 
word,  and  the  court  pronounces  a  certain  sen- 
tence, which  is  the  sentence  of  the  law,  not  of 
the  judge.  If  lord  Mansfield^s  doctrine  be  re- 
ceived, the  jury  must  either  find  a  verdict  of* 
acquittal,  contrary  to  evidence,  (which,  I  can 
conceive,  might  be  done  by  very  conscientious 
men,  rather  than  trust  a  fellow-creature  to  lord 
Man^fidd*^  mercy)  or  they  must  leave  to  the 
court  two  offices,  never  but  in  this  instance 
united,  of  finding  guilty,  and  awarding  punish- 
ment. ^ 

But,  says  this  honest  Lord pntf  JusUcCy  **  If 
the  paper  be  not  criminal,     the   defendantf'' 
(though  found  guilty  by  his  pe^rs)  "  is  ia  no 
danger,  for  he  may  move  the  court  in  arrest  oT 
judgment.- ' — True,^  my  good  Lord,,  but  who 
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is  to  determine  upon  the  motion  ? — Is  not  the 
court  still  to  decide,  whether  judgment  shall  be 
entered  up  or  not;  and  is  not  the  defendant 
this  way  as  effectually  deprived  of  judgment  by 
his  peers,  as  if  he  were  tried  in  a  court  of  civil 
law,  or  in  the  diambers  of  the  inquisition  ?  It 
is  you,  my  Lord,  who  then  try  the  crime,  not 
the  jury.  As  to  the  probable  effect  of  a  mo- 
tion in  arrest  of  judgment,  I  shall  only  observe, 
diat  no  reasonable  man  would  be  so  eager  to 
possess  himself  of  the  invidious  power  of  inflict- 
ing  punishment,  if*  he  were  not  predetermined 
to  make  use  of  it.      . 

Again : — We  are  told  that  judge  and  jury 
have  a  distinct  office  ; — ^that  the  jury  is  to  find 
(he  fact,  and  the  judge  to  deliver  the  law.  De 
jure  respondent  jiulices^  de  Jaeto  juratL  The 
dictimi  is  true,  though  not  in  the  sense  given  to 
it  by  lard  Mansfield.  The  jury  are  undoubt- 
edly to  determine  the  fact,  that  is,  whether  the 
defendant  did  or  did  not  cpmmit  the  crime 
dbiarged  against  him.  The  judge  pronounces 
the  sentence  annexed  by  law  to  that  fact  so 
found ;  and  if,  in  the  course  of  the  trial,  any 
quei^tion  of  }aw  arises,  both  the  counsel  and  the 
jury  must,  of  nei:es8ity,  appeal  to  the  judge^ 
and  leaAre  it  to  his  decision.  An  eaceptionj  or 
plea  in  bar y  may  be  allowed  by  the  court;  but, 
when  issue  is  joined,  and  the  jury  have  received 
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their  chaise,  it  is  not  possible,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  for  them  to  separate  the  law  from  the  ^ 
faet,  unless  they  think  proper  to  return  a  special 
verdict. 

It  has  also  been  alledged  that,  although  a 
common  jury  are  sufficient  to  determine  a  plain 
matter  of  &ct,  they  are  not  qualified  to  compre- 
jiend  the  meaning,  or  to  judge  of  the  tendency 
of  a  seditious  libel.  In  answer  to  this  objection, 
(which,  if  well  founded,  would  prove  nothing 
as  to  the  strict  right  of  returning  a  general  ver- 
dict) I  might  safely  deny  the  truth  of  the  as- 
sertion. Englishmen  of  that  rank,  from  which 
juries  are  usually  taken,  are  not  so  illiterate  as 
(to  serve  a  particular  purpose)  they  are  now  re- 
presented. Or,  admitting  the  fact,  let  a  fecial 
jury  be  summoned  in  all  cases  of  difficulty  and 
importance,  and  the  objection  is  removed.  But 
the  truth  is,  that  if  a  paper,  supposed  to  be  a 
libel  upon  government,  be  so  obscurely  worded, 
that  twelve  common  men  cannot  possibly  see 
the  seditious  meaning  and  tendency  of  it,  it  is 
in  effect  no  libel.  It  cannot  inflame  the  minds 
of  the  people,  nor  alienate  their  affections  from 
government ;  for  they  no  more  understand  what 
it  means,  than  if  it  w^re  published  in  a  language 
u^nown  to  them. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  it  appears  to  my  un- 
derstanding, clear  beyond  a  doubt,  that  if,  in 
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any  fhtitre  prosecution  for  a  seditions  libel,  the 
jury  should  bring  m  a  verdict  of  acqiiittal  not 
warranted  by  the  evidence,  it  wiU  be  owing  to 
the  &lse  and  absurd  doctrines  laid  down  by  lord 
Monoid*  Disgusted  at  the  odious  artifices 
made  use  of  by  the  judge  to  mislead  and  per- 
plex tfaem,  guarded  against  his  sophistry,  and 
convinced  of  the  fidsehood  of  his  assertions, 
ihey  may  perhaps  determine  to  thwart  his  de- 
testable purpose,  and  defeat  him  at  any  rate. 
To  him  at  least,  they  will  do  mbstmUal  justice.— 
Whereas,  if  the  whole  charge,  laid  in  the  infi)r- 
mation,  be  fairly  and  honestiy  submitted  to  the 
jury,  there  is  no  reason  whatsoever  to  presume 
tiiat  twelve  men,  upon  their  oaths,  will  not  de- 
cide impartially  between  the  King  and  the  de- 
fendant The  numerous  instances,  in  our  state 
trials,  of  verdicts  recovered  for  the  King,  sufc 
fidentiy  refute  the  false  and  scandalous  imputa- 
tions thrown  by  the  abettors  of  lord  Mansfield 
upon  the  integrity  of  juries. — But  even  admitting 
the  supposition  that,  in  times  of  universal  dis- 
content, arising  from  the  notorious  maladminis- 
tration of  public  affiiirs,  a  seditious  writer  should 
escape  punishment,  it  makes  nothing  against  my 
general  argument.  If  juries  are  fallible,  to  what 
other  tribunal  shall  we  appeal  ? — If  juries  cannot 
safely  be  trusted,  shall  we  unite  the  offices  of 
judge  and  jury,  so  wisely  divided  by  the  con.- 
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sdtutiDn,  and  trufit  implicitly  to  hrd  Mansfield  f 
— Are  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
mo^e  likely  to  be  unbiassed  and  impartial,  than 
twelve  yeomen,  burgesses,  or  gentlemen  taken 
indifferently  from  the  county  at  large  ?-— Or,  in 
short,  shall  there  be  no  decision,  until  we  have 
instituted  a  tribunal,  from  which  no  possible 
abuse  or  inconvenience  whatsoever  can  arise  ? 
•^  If  I  am  not  grossly  mistaken,  these  ques- 
tions carry  a  decisive  answer  along  with 
them*. 

Having  cleared  the  freedom  of  the  press 
from  a  restraint,  equally  unnecessary  and  ille- 
gal, I  return  to  the  use  which  has  been  made 
of  it  in  the  present  publication. 

National  reflections,  I  confess,  are  not  to  be 
justified  in  theory,  nor  upon  any  general  princi- 
ples.' To  know  how  well  they  are  deserved,  and 
how  justly  they  have  been  applied,  we  must  have 

*  The  questions  are  so  decisive,  and  the  general  train  of  rea- 
I  soning  here  advanced  so  clear  and  convincing,  that  the  point 

I  has  heen  ever  since  settled  upon  the  authority  of  common 

8en9e>.  in  the  feelings  and  understandii^  of  every  man,  whe- 
ther professional  or  unprofessionaL  And  all  that  remained  to 
he  done,  was  an  interference  of  the  legislature  to  prevent  a 
revival  of  the  question  by  any  future  judge,  upon  any  future 
casie  whatsoever;  a  business  patriotically  undertaken  by  a 
BtatesBian,  wboee  name  will  ever  be  connected  with  genuine 
patriotism,  the  late  Mr.  Fox,  who  in  1791  introduced  a  bill 
into  parliament  for  this  purpose,  and  in  1792  succeeded  in 
carrymg  it  through  both  houses.  See  farther  on  this  sub- 
ject, note  to  Junius,  Letter  xli.  Vol.  IL  p.  170.    edit. 
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the  evidence  of  &cts  before  us.  We  must  be 
conversant  with  the  Scots  in  private  life,  and. 
observe  their  principles  of  acting  to  i^,  and  to 
each  oilier} — the  characteristic  pmdence,  the 
selfish  nationality,  the  inde&tigable  smile,  the 
persevering  assiduity,  the  everlasting  profession 
of  a  discreet  and  moderate  resentment. — If  the 
instance  were  not  too  important  for  an  experi- 
ment, it  might  not  be  amiss  to  confide  a  httle 
in  their  integrity. — Without  any  abstract  rea» 
soning  upon  causes  and  effects,  we  shall  soon  be 
convinced  by  eaperience^  that  the  ScotSj  trans- 
planted from  their  own  country,  are  always  a 
distinct  and  separate  body  firom  the  people  who 
receive  them.  In  other  settlements,  they  only 
love  themselves; — ^in  England^  they  cordially 
love  themselves,  and  as  cordially  hate  their 
neighbours.  For  the  remainder  of  their  good 
qualities,  I  must  appeal  to  the  reader's  observa- 
tion, unless  he  will  accept  of  my  lord  Barring* 
ton's  authority.  In  a  letter  to  the  late  lord  Mel' 
combe^  published  by  Mr.  LeCy  he  expresses  him- 
self with  a  truth  and  accuracy  not  very  common 
in  his  lordship's  lucubrations. — **  And  Cock- 
bum,  Uke  most  of  his  countrymen^  is  as  abject 
to  those  above  him,  as  he  is  inscdent  to  those 
below  him*."—- 1  am  fiur  firom  meanii^  to  im- 
peach the  articles  of  the  Union.     If  the  true 

♦  See  the  same  passage  quoted   in  MiscelianeoQft  Letter, 

No.  CXI.      EDIT. 
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spirit  of  those  articles  were  religiously  adhered 
to,  we  should  not  see  such  a  multitude  of  Scotch 
commoners  in  the  lower  house,  as  representatives 
of  English  boroughs,  while  not  a  single  Scotch 
borough  is  ever  represented  by  an  Englishman* 
We  should  not  see  English  peerages  given  to 
Scotch  ladies,  or  to  the  elder  sons  of  Scotch 
peers,  and  the  number  of  sixteen  doubled  and 
trebled  by  a  scandalous  evasion  of  the  Act  of 
Union. — If  it  should  ever  be  thought  advisable 
to  dissolve  an  act,  the  violation  or  observance 
of  which  is  invariably  directed  by  the  advantage 
and  interest  of  the  ScotSj  I  shall  say  very  sin« 
cerely  with  sir  Edward  Coke,  "  When  poor  Eng* 
land  stood  alone,  and  had  not  the  access  of  an^ 
other  kingdom,  and  yet  had  more  and  as  potent 
enemies  as  it  now  hath,  yet  the  King  of  England 
prevailed**'' 

Some  opinion  may  now  be  expected  from  me^ 
upcm  a  point  of  equal  delicacy  to  the  writer,  and 
hazard  to  the  printer.  When  the  character  of 
the  chief  magistrate  is  in  question,  more  must 
be  understood,  than  may  safely  be  expressed. 
If  it  be  really  a  part  of  our  constitution,  and  not 
a  mere  dictum  of  the  law,  that  the  King  can  do  no 
^torongj  it  is  not  the  only  instance,  in  the  wisest 
of  Imman  institutions,  where  theory  is  at  vari- 

*  Parliamenl^ry  History,  T^V.  p.4(Hfk, 
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ance  with  practice. — ^That  the  Sovereign  of  this 
country  is  not  amenable  to  any  form  of  trial, 
known  to  the  laws,  is  unquestionable.  But  ex- 
emption from  punishment  is  a  singular  privil^e 
annexed  to  the  royal  character,  and  no  way  ex- 
cludes the  possibility  of  deserving  it.  How  long, 
and  to  what  extent  a  King  of  England  may  be 
protected  by  the  forms,  when  he  violates  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  deserves  to  be  cpnsi- 
dered.  A  mistake  in  this  matter  proved  fatal  to 
Charles  and  his  son. — For  my  own  part,  far  from 
thinking  that  the  King  can  do  no  wrong,  &r 
from  suffering  myself  to  be  deterred  or  imposed 
upon  by  the  language  of  forms,  in  opposition  to 
the  substantial  evidence  of  truth,  if  it  were  my 
misfortune  to  live  under  the  inauspicious  reign 
of  a  prince,  whose  whole  life  was  employed  in 
one  base,  contemptible  struggle  with  the  free 
spirit  of  his  people,  or  in  the  detestable  endea^ 
vour  to  corrupt  their  moral  principles,  I  would 
not  scruple  to  declare  to  him, — ^**  Sir,  You  almie 
are  the  author  of  the  greatest  wrong  to  Your 
subjects  and  to  Yourself*  Inst^d  of  reigning 
in  the  hearts  of  Your  peopte,  instead  of  com- 
manding their  lives  and  fortunes  through  the 
medium  of  their  Sections,  has  not  the  strength 
of  the  crown,  whether  influence  or  prerogative, 
been  uniformly  exerted,  for  eleven  years  to- 
gether, to  support  a  narrow,  pitiful  system  of 
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government,  M^hich  defeat  itself,  and  anawais 
no  one  purpose  of  real  power,  profit,  or  per* 
sonal  satisfaction  to  You  ? — With  the  greatest 
unappropriated  revenue  of  any  prince  in  Eu- 
rope, have  we  not  seen  You  reduced  to  such 
vile,  and  sordid  distresses,  as  would  have  con- 
ducted any  other  maii  to  a  prison  ? — ^With  a 
great  miUtaiy,  and  the  greatest  naval  power  in 
the  known  world,  have  not  foreign  nations  re- 
peatedly insulted  You  with  impunity  ?^-*--Is  it 
not  notorious  that  the  vast  revenues,  extorted 
from  the  labour  and  industry  of  Your  subjects, 
and  given  You  to  do  honour  to  Yourself  and  to 
the  nation,  are  dissipated  in  corrupting  their  re- 
presentatives ? — Are  You  a  Prince  of  the  House 
of  Hanover,  and  do  You  exclude  all  the  lead- 
ing Whig  families  from  Your  councils?— Do 
You  profess  to  govern  according  to  law,  and 
is  it  consistent  with  that  profession,  to  impart 
Your  confidence  and  affection  to  those  men 
only,  who,  though  now  perhaps  detached  from 
the  desperate  cause  of  the  Pretender,  are  mark- 
ed in  this  country  by  an  hereditary  attachment 
to  high  and  arbitrary  principles  of  government  ? 
— Are  You  so  infatuated  as  to  take  the  sense  of 
-Your  people  from  the  representation  of  mini- 
-sters,  or  from  the  shouts  of  a  mob,  notoriously 
4iired  to  surround  Your  coach,  or  stationed  at  a 
theatre  ?— And  if  You  are,  in  reality,  that  pub* 
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He  Man,  that  King,  that  Magistrate,  which 
these  questions  suppose  You  to  be,  is  it  any 
answer  to  Your  people,  to  say  that,  among 
Your  domestics  You  are  good  humoured ; — that 
to  one  lady  You  are  faithfit] ; — that  to  Your 
children  You  are  indulgent  ?— Sir,  the  man 
who  addresses  You  in  these  terms  is  Your  best 
friend.  He  would  willingly  hazard  his  life  in 
defence  of  Your  title  to  the  crown;  and,  if 
power  be  Your  object,  would  still  shew  You, 
how  possible  it  is  for  a  King  of  England,  by  the 
noblest  means,  to  be  the  most  absolute  prince 
in  Europe.  You  have  no  enemies,  Sir,  but 
those,  vdio  persuade  You  to  aim  at  power  with- 
out right,  and  who  think  it  flattery  to  teU  You, 
that  the  character  of  King  dissolves  the  natural 
O^elation  between  guilt  and  punishment*' 

I  cannot  conceive  that  there  is  a  heart  so 
callous,  or  an  understanding  so  depraved,  as  to 
attend  to  a  discourse  of  this  nature,  and  not  to 
feel  the  force  of  it.  But  where  is  the  man, 
among  those  who  have  access  to  the  closet,  re- 
iBcinte  and  honest  enough  to  deliver  it.  The 
liberty  of  the  press  is  our  only  resource.  It  will 
oommand  an  audience  when  every  honest  man 
in  the  kingdom  is  excluded.  This  glorious  pri- 
yikge  may  be  a  security  to  the  King,  as  well  as 
a  resource  to  his  people.  Had  there  been  no 
atar*chamber,  there  would  have  been  no  rebel- 
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lion  Siguinat  Omrks  the  first  The  constasit 
cenmtre  and  admoi^icHi  of  the  pre8»  Woidd  have 
eorrected  his  conduct,  {^evented  a  civil  war, 
and  saved  htm  from  aa  ignominious  deati!i.^— I 
am  no  fiiend  to  the  doctiine  oi  precedents  ex« 
ekusive  of  right,  though  lawyers  often  tell  us, 
that  whatever  has  been  once  done,  may  lawfiiUy 
be  done  2|gain« 

I  shaU  conclude  this  preface  with  a  quota- 
tion, applicable  to  the  subject,  from  a  foreign 
writer*,  whose  essay  on  the  English  constitu- 
tion I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  public^ 
as  a  performance,  deep,  solid,  and  ingenious. 

^  In  short,  whoever  considers  what  it  is, 
that  constitutes  die  moving  principle  of  what 
we  call  great  affitirs,  and  the  invincible  sensibi- 
lity of  man  to  the  opinion  of  his  fellow-crea- 
tures, will  not  hesitate  to  affirm  that,  if  it  were 
possible  for  the  liberty  of  the  press  to  exist  in  a 
despotic  government,  and,  (what  is  not  less  dif> 
ficult)  for  it  to  exist  without  changii^  the  con- 
stitution, this  Uberty  of  the  press  would  alone 
form  a  counterpoise  to  the  power  of  the  prince. 
If,  for  example,  in  an  empire  of  the  East,  a 
sanctuary  could  be  found,  which,  rendered  re- 
sectable by  the  ancient  religion  of  the  people, 
might  insure  safety  to  those,  who  should  bring 

*  Moniieur  de  Lolmc, 
VOL.  I.  C  C 
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thither  thdr  observations  ot  any  kind  ;  and 
that,  from  thence,  printed  papers  should  issue, 
which,  under  a  certain  seal,  might  be  equally 
feq^ectedj  and  which,  in  their  daily  appear- 
ance, should  examine  and  freely  discuss,  the 
conduct  of  the  cadis,  the  bashaws,  the  vizir,  the 
divan,  and  the  sultan  himself,  that  wofdd  intro- 
duce immediately  some  degree  of  liberty/' 
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LETTER  L 

TO   THE   PRINTER   OF   THE   PUBLIC    ADVERTISER. 

SIR,  21  January,  1769. 

The  submisfiicm  of  a  £ree  people  to  the 
executive  authority  of  government  is  no  more 
than  a  compliance  with  laws,  which  they  them- 
orives  have  enacted.  While  the  national  honour 
is  fitmly  maintained  abroad,  and  while  justice  is 
impartially  administered  at  home,  the  obedience 
of.  the  sul:gect  will  be  voluntary,  chearful,  and  I 
mig^t  alniost  say,  unlimited.  A  generous  nation 
is  grateful  even  for  the  preservation  of  its  rights, 
and  willingly  extends  the  respect  due  to  the 
oflSlce  of  a  good  prince  into  an  afiection  for  his 
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person.  Loyalty,  in  the  heart  and  understancU 
ing  of  an  Englishman,  is  a  rational  attachment 
to  the  guardian  of  the  laws.  Prgudices  and 
passion  have  sometimes  carri^  it  to  a  criminal 
length ;  and,  whatever  foreigners  may  imagine, 
we  know  that  Englishmen  have  erred  as  much 
in  a  mistaken  zeal  for  particular  persons  and 
&milies,  as  they  ever  did  in  defence  of  what 
they  thought  most  dear  and  interesting  to  them- 
selves. 

It  naturally  fills  us  with  resentment,  to  see 
such  a  temper  insulted,  or  abused.  In  reading 
the  history  of  a  free  people,  whose  rights  have 
been  invaded,  we*  are  interested  in  their  cause. 
Our  own  feelings  tell  us  how  long  they  ou^t 
to  have  submitted,  and  at  what  moment  it  would 
have  been  treachery  to  themselves  not  to  have 
resisted.  How  much  warmer  will  be  our  resent- 
m^it,  if  experience  should  bring  the  &tal  ex^ 
ample  home  to  ourselves  1 

The  situation  of  this  countiy  is  alarming 
enrai^  to  rouse  the  attention  ctf  every  nan,  who 
pretends  to  a  concern  for  the  public  welfiore. 
A|qpearances  justify  suspicion ;  and,  when  the 
safety  of  a  nation  is  at  stake,  suspicion  is  a  just 
groimd  of  eaqvity.  Let  us  ^nter  into  it  with 
candour  and  decency.  Respect  is  due  to  the 
station  of  ministers ;  and,  if  a  resolution  must 
at  last  be  taken,  there  is  none  so  likely  to  be 
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supported  witii  firmness,  aa  that  which  has  been 
adopted  with  moderation. 

The  rain  or  prosperity  of  a  state  depends  so 
much  upon  the  administration  of  its  govern- 
ment, thi^,  to  be  acquainted  with  the  merit  of 
a  ministry,  we  need  only  observe  the  condition 
of  tiie  peofde**  If  we  see  them  obedient  to  the 
laws,  prosperous  in  their  industry,  united  at 
home,  and  reqpected  abroad,  we  may  reason- 
ably presume  that  their  affiurs  are  conducted  by 
men  of  experience,  abilities  and  virtue*  If,  oa 
the  contrary,  we  see  an  universal  spirit  of  duk 
trast  and  dissatisfitction,  a  rapid  decay  ci  trade, 
dkuienrions  in  all  parts  of  the  empire,  and  a 
total  loss  of  respect  in  the  eyes  of  foreign 
powers,  we  may  pronounce,  without  hesitation, 
that  ike  government  of  that  country  is  weak, 

■ 

*  The  arrangement  of  the  ministry^  at  the  period  in  ques- 
tion^ was  as  follows :-— duke  of  Grafton,  first  lord  of  the  treSi- 
sury;  lord  North,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer;  lord  Camden, 
ford  chancellor ;  lotd  tisoouiit  Towmheiid,  lord  Kenteiiant  of 
Iraiand;  earl  Bochfonl,  minister  for  the  formgn  departoaeDt; 
▼iscount  Weymouth,  (afterwards  marquis  of  Bath,}  for  the 
home  department;  earl  of  Hillsborough,  (since  marquis  of 
Downshire,)  American  minister ;  earl  Gower,  lord  president 
of  the  council ;  earl  Bristol,  lord  priry  seal;  sir  Edw.  Hawke, 
.first  tord  of  the  admimlty ;  viscount  Barring;ton^  secretary  at 
war ;  marquis  of  Oranby,  master  gen.  of  the  ordnance ;.  lord 
Howe,  treasurer  of  the  navy  ;  Mr.  De  Grey  and  Mr.  Dun« 
ning,  (subsequently  lords  Walsingham  and  Ashburton,)  attor- 
ney and  solicitor-general.    Emr. 
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distracted  and  corrupt.  The  miiltitttde,  in  aU 
countries,  are  patient  to .  a  certain  point.  HI-* 
usage  may  rouse  their  indi^iation,  and  fauny 
them  into  excesses,  hut  the  or^nal  fiiult  is  m 
government.  Perhaps  l^re  never  was  an  io- 
stance  of  a  change,  in  the  circumstances  and 
temper  of  a  whole  nation,  so  sudden  and  extoor- 
dinary  as  that  which  the  misconduct  of  ministers 
has,  witiitn  these  very  few  yeai=s,  jHroduced  in 
Great  Britain.  When  our  gmcious  Sovereign 
ascended  the  throne,  we  were  a  flouridiing  and  a 
•contented  people.  If  the  personal  virtues  o£  b, 
king  could  have  insured  the  happiness  of  his  »]ib- 
jects,  the  scene  could  not  have  altered  so  entirely 
as  it  has  done.  The  idea  of  uniting  all  parties, 
.of  trying  all  characters,  and  of  distributing  the 
joffices  of  state  by  rotation,  wa3  gracious  and  be- 
nevolent to  an  extreme,  though  it  has  not  yet 
produced  the  many  salutary  effects  which  were 
intended  by  it  To  say  nothing  of  the  wisdom 
of  such  a  plan,  it  undoubtedly  arose  from  an  un- 
bounded goodness  of  heart,  in  which  folly  had 
no  share.  It  was  not  a  capricious  partiality  to 
new  faces : — it  was  not  a  natural  turn  for  low 
intrigue ;  nor  was  it  the  treacherous  amusement 
of.  double  and  triple  negotiaJtions.  No,  Sir,  it 
arose  from  a  continued  anxiety,  in  the  purest  of 
all  possible  hearts,  for  the  general  welfare.  Un- 
fortunately  for  us,  the  event  has  not  been  an- 
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jverable  to  ^  design*  AiW  a  nqpid  succeaaibo 
of  changes^  we  are  reduced  to  that  state,  which 
faardiy  any  change  can  mend.  Yet  tfaare  is  no 
extremity  of  distress,  ^ich  of  itself  ought  to 
reduce  a  great  luttion  to  despair.  It  is  not  the 
dUaarder,  but  the  physician ; — ^it  is  not  a  casual 
concurrence  of  calamitous  circumstances^  it  is 
the  pernicious  hand  of  government,  which  alone 
can  ipake  a  whole  people  desperate. 

.Without  milch  politiod  sagacity,  or  any  ex- 
ti^ordittary  depth  of  observation,  we  need  only 
^nark  how  the  principaLdqpartments  of  the  state 
are  bestowed,  and  look  no  fardier  for  the  true 
cause  of  eveiy  mischidT  that  befidls  us. 

The  finances  of  a  nation,  sinking  under  its 
debts  and  expenses,  are  committed  to  a  yoiuig 
noUeman  already  ruined  by  play*.  Introduced 
to  act  under  the  auspices  of  lord  Chatham,  and 
1^  at  the  head  of  affidrs  by  that  nobleman's  re- 
treat, be  became  minister  by  accident ;  but  de- 
sating  the  principles  and  professions,  which  gave 

*  The  duke  of  Graflon  took  the  office, of  secretary  of  state, 
with  an  engagement  to  support  the  marquis  of  Rockingham's 
administration.  He  resigned  however  in  a  Kttle  time^  undet 
pf  et;enee  that  he  Qould  hot  act  withoiA  lord  Chatham,  not  bear 
to  see  Mr.  Wilkes  abandoned ;  hut  that  imder  lord  Chatham 
he  would  act  in  any  office.  This  was  the  signal  of  lord 
Hockingham's  dismission.  When  lord  Chatham  came  in,  the 
duke  got  possession  of  the  treasury/  Reader,  mark  the  con« 
sequenofe! 
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bim  a  momm^9  {lofailark j^  we  me  kitn,  &om 
every  bcvMataUe  eogageAieiit  to  ibe  public,  a» 
l^pK»t;ate  %  design.    As  for  bnabiefis,  die  w<»ld 
fet  kiUMFs  nothing  of  his  talents  or  resolution  $ 
naieiHi  a  waywand,  va\imng  isieoosisti^nej  be  a 
fnark  >of  gemuSt  and  c^rice  a  denumsttation  ai 
spirit.     It  may  be  said  perhaps^  that  it  is  bia 
Gt$c^*d  province,  b»  rarely  it  is  his  passion, 
rather  to  distribute  than  to  save  the  pnUUc  mo- 
vmy,  and  that  while  lord  North  is  chancellor  of 
the  ei^chequer,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasuiy 
inay  be  as  thocightii^Mi  and  as  extravagant  as  he 
pleases.    I  hqie,  hoireyer,  he  wiU  not  rely  too 
much  on  the  fertifity  of  lord  Norm's  gemas  &r 
jGoa^ce.    His  Lordship  is  yet  to  give  us  the  first 
proof  of  his  abitttii9S :  It  may  be  candid  to  sup^- 
peae  diat  be  has  bitberto  yoluatarily  concealed 
his  t^l^irts}  ivtendiQg  perhi^  to  wtooish  the 
world,  wh^  we  least  ei^ct  it^  witti  a  know* 
ledgie  of  tsa4e,  a  cboioe  of  expedientir,  and  a 
d^pth  of  resources  ^uj^i  to  the  mmmtim^  and 
far  beyond  the  hopes  of  his  country.     He  must 
no^  exert  the  whole  power  of  his  capacity,  if  he 
would  wish  m  to  fin^get,  that,  since  he  has  been 
in  office,  no  plan  has  been  formed,  no  system 
adhered  to,   nor  any  one  important  measure 
adopted  for  the  relief  of  public  credit.    If  his 
plan  for  the  service  of  the  current  year  be  not 
irrevocably  fixed  on,  let  me  warn  him  to  think 
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seriMoIj  of  consequences  before  he  venturer 
to  increase  the  public  debt*.    Ootniged  and 
appeessed  as  we  are,  this  nation  will  not  bear, 
after  a  six  years*  peace,  ta  see  new  ttiUioM 
borrowed,  without  an  eventual  diminution  of 
debt,  or  reduction  of  interest*     Tbe  attempt 
might  rouse  a  spirit  of  resantment,  which  nd^t 
reach  beyond  the  sacrifice  of  a  ministen    As 
to  the  debt  upon  the  civil  list,  the  people  of 
England  expect  that  it  will  not  be  paid  without 
a  strict  enquiry  how  it  was  incurred.    If  it  must 
be  paid  by  parliainent,  let  me  advise  the  Chan* 
eelknr  of  the  Exchequer  to  think  of  sc»ne  better 
expedi^at  than  a  lottery.   To  support  an  expen- 
sive war,  or  in  circumstances  of  absolute  necea* 
mtyj  a  lottery  may  perfai^s  be  allowable  y  but, 
besides  that  it  is  at  all  times  the  very  worst 
way  of  ratsi^  money  i]q[K>tt  the  peo;^e,  I  think 
it  ill  becomes  the  rcryal  dignity  to  have  the 
debts  of  a  king  provided  fbr,  like  the  repairs  of 
a  country  bridge,  or  a  decayed  hoepital.    Uni 
management  of  the  King's  affidrs  in  the  House 
ei  Commons  cannot  be  more  dii^aced  than  it 
has  been;    A  leading  minister  repeatedly  called 
Aoim  for  absolute  ignorance; — ^ridicideus  nMS^ 
tions  ridiculoudy  withdrawn ; — ddiiberate  plans^ 

*  The  public  debt  at  the  cdnchision  of  the  peace  in  176S^ 
amevmted  to  «£14S,377,618.    edit. 
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disconcerted  %  wd  a  ^ledc's  prepantkni  olf. 
graceful  oratory  lost  ia  a  moment,  give.us  some; 
tliough .  not  an  adequate  idea  of  lord  N€dili'& 
parliamentary  abilitijes  and  influence.  Yet  be- 
f^e  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  he  was  neither  an  tsi^/Kt  of  de- 
riaioo:  to  his  enmpiOf  imr  jof  melanphcdly  pity  to 
his  friends.  ..      '     . 

}  A  series  of  inconstistent  measures  had  alie- 
imted  the  colonies,  from  their .  duty  as  sul^ects, 
and  from  their  natural  affection  .to  tbdr  ccfmmon 
country.  When  Mr.  Grenville  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  Txedsury,  he.&lt  the  impossibility  of 
Great  Britain's  suf^ortiag  such  an  estoblidiment 
a8:her  former  successes  had  made  indispensable, 
and  at  the  same  time  of  ^ving  any  sensible,  re- 
lief to  foreign:  trade,  and  to  the  weight  of  the 
piublic  debt.  He  thoi^htit  equitable  that  those 
parts  of  the  empire,  which  ha^  benefited  most 
by  the  expenses,  of  the  war,,  should  contribute 
something  to  the  expenses  of  the  peace,  and  he 
had  ^o  dopbt  of  the  constitutional  right  vested 
in  .parliatment  to  raise. that  coiitribution.  But, 
u#>rtuQat^ly  fwthis  country,  Mr.  Grenville 
was  at  ajpty  rate  to  be  distressed,  because  he  wa9 
minister,  and  Mr.  Pitt  t  and  lozd  Camden  weret 

*  This  tiappened  frequently  to  poor  lord  North.    . 
t  Yet  Junius  has  been  called  the  partisan  of  lord  Chathani  S 


to  be  the  pfttrons  of  America,  because  they  were 
in  oppositian.  ~  Their  dedaratimis  gave  sptit  atid 
argiittetit  to  the*  colonies,  ajsd  while  peiliaps 
they  meant  no  more  than  the  ruin  of  a  minister, 
4faey  in  efibct  divided  one  half  of  die  empire 
irom  the  other. 

Under  one  admihistration  the  .stamp  act  is 
mndej  wider  the  secenditisTepealAd;  imder 
4lie  UrnAy  in  spite  of  all  experience,,  a  new  mode 
c^.taaiing:  the  colonies  is  invented,  and  k^u&^ 
tion  rdWved,  which  oi^ht  to  have  been  buried 
in  oblivion.  In  these  circnmatances  a  new  office 
is  estaWshed  for  the  badness  of  the  plantations, 
and  the  earl  of  Hillsborough  called  forth,  at  a 
most  critical  si^uson,  to  govern  Aiperica*.  The 
choice  at  least  announce^  to  us;  a  man  of  sur 
peiioc  c jkfiAcity  ai^d  knowledge*  Whether  he  be 
so  or  not,  letbis  dispatches,  as  far  as  they  hav^ 
appeai^ed,  let  his  measures  as  far  as  they  have 
^pefifted^  detenbvieip^r  him*    In  t|ie  foriqer  we 

*.  Upon  the  death  of  queen  Anne  a  third  secretaryships 
antecedently  unknown  to  the  constitution,  was  created,  pro^ 
fessing  to  he  for  the  superintendence  of  ScotlahA,  which  ter- 
minated ^upon  the  cessation  of  the  rebeHicm.  hi  1768^  for  the 
pufp^,  fpf  findini^  a  .po6t  f<Hr  t^e  ^arl  <>f  HiNslKMPoiiffa,  the 
o^cjs  of  third  secretary  was  reyiyed,;-  and  Scotl^n^  hay^ig  no 
peculi^  demand  for  bis  talents/ he  was  denominated  secretary 
for  America.  For  the  irest  see  our  author's  preceding  letters, 
subscribed  idtdats  m^Lmus,  in  the  MisoeUaneoiu  GoUeetion. 

EDIT. 
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have  seen  strong  assertions  without  ]m>of,  de- 
clamation without  aigiunenty  and  violent  c&i^ 
suKB  without  dignity  or  moderation  J  but  neither 
correctness  in  the  composition,  nor  judgment  in 
the  design.  As  for  his  measures,  let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  he  was  called  upon  to  conciliate 
and  unite;  and  that,  when  he  entei^ed  into  office, 
the  most  refractory  of  the  colonies  were  still  dis- 
posed to  proceed  by  the  ccmstitutioiml  methods 
of  petition  and  remonstrance*  Since  that  period 
they  have  been  driven  into  excesses  little  short 
of  rd[>eUion.  Petitions  have  been  hindered  fr<Mn 
readiing  the  throne ;  and  the  continuance  of  one 
of  the  principal  assemblies  rested  upon  an  arbi- 
trary condition*,  which,  considering  the  temper 
they  were  in,  it  was  impossible  they  should  OMft- 
]^y  with,  and  which  would  have  avmled  nodung 
as  to  the  general  question,  if  it  had  been  com- 
plied with.  So  violent,  and  I  believe  I  may  caH 
it  so  unconstitutional,  an  exertion  of  the  prero- 
gative, to  say  nothing  of  the  weak,  injudicious 
terms  in  which  it  was  conveyed,  gives  us  as 
humble  an  opinion  of  his  Lordship's  capacity,  as 
it  does  of  his  tempa:  and  moderation.  While  we 
are  at  peace  with  other  nations,  our  miUfeary 
force  may  perhaps  be  spared  to  support  the  earl 
of  Hillsborough's  measures  in  America.  When- 

*  That  they  should  retract  one  of  their  resolution,  and  erase 
the  entry  of  it. 
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ever  that  force  sfaell  be  necessarily  withdrawn  or 
dkniaished,  the  dismission  of  such  a  minister 
will  neither  console  us  for  his  imprudence,  nor 
remove  the  settled  resentment  of  a  people,  who, 
cofla|>latmng  of  an  act  of  the  legislature,  are 
outraged  by  an  unwarrantaUe  stretch  of  prero* 
gative,  and,  su]qporting  their  claims  by  argu- 
ment, are  insulted  with  declamation. 

.  Drawing  lots  would  be  a  prudent  and  reason- 
able method  of  af^pointing  the  dicers  of  state, 
compared  to  a  late  disposition  of  the  secretary'^ 
office.  Lord  Bocfatfbrd  was  acquainted  with  the 
adbirs  and  tempar  of  the  southern  courts:  lord 
Weymouth  was  equally  qualified  finr  etther  de- 
partment*. By  what  unaccountable  caprice  has 
it  happened,  that  the  liMer„  who  pretends  to  no 
«q>erience  whatsoever,  is  removed  to  the  most 
important  of  the  two  departments,  and  the  for* 
iner  by  preference  placed  in  an  office,  where  his 
experience  can  be  of  no  use  to  him?  lord  Wey-« 
mouth  had  disttr^uished  himself  in  his  first  em^ 
pioyment  by  a  spirited^  if  not  judictoin  conduct. 
He  had  animated  the  civil  mi^strate  beyond  the 
tone  of  civil  authority,  and  had  directed  the  opem. 
rations  .of  the  army  to  more  than  military  exe* 

*  It  was  pretended  that  the  earl  of  Rochford^  while  ambas- 
sador in  France,  had  quarrelled  with  the  duke  of  Choiseuil, 
and  that  therefore  he  was  appointed  to  the  northern  depart- 
ment, out  of  compliment  to  the  French  minister. 
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cutiott.  Recovered  from  the  errors  of  his  youth, 
from  the  distraction  of  play,  and  the  bewitching 
smiles  of  Burgundy,  behold  him  exerting  the 
whole  strength  of  his  clear,  unclouded  ^icUlties, 
in  the  service  of  the  crown.  It  was  not  the  heat 
of  midnight  excesses,  nor  ignorance  of  the  ItfWd; 
nor  the  fiiriotis  spirit  of  the  house  of  Bedford : 
No,  Sir,  wheti  this  respectable  minister  inter- 
posed his  authority  between  the  magistrate  and 
the  people,  and  signed  the  mandate,  on  which, 
for  aught  he  knew,  the  lives  of  thousands  de« 
pended,  he  did  it  from  the  deliberate  motion  of 
his  heart,  supported  by  the  best  of  his  judgment. 
It  has  lately  been  a  fashion  to  pay  a  compli- 
ment to  Ae  bravery  and  generosity  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief*,  at  the  expense  of  his  under- 
standing. They  who  love  him  least  make  no 
question  of  his  courage,  while  his  frieiidB  dwdl 
chiefly  on  the  facility  of  his  disposition.  Ad- 
mitting him  to  be  as  brave  as  a  total  absence  of 
all  feeling  and  reflection  can  make  him,  l6t  us 
see  what  sort  of  merit  he  derives  from  the  re- 
mainder of  his  character.  If  it  be  generosity  to 
accumulate  in  his  own  person  and  fiimily  a  nutti^ 
ber  of  lucrative  employmei^ts ;  to  provide,  ktihe 
public  expense,  for  every  creature  that  bears 
the  name  of  Manners;  and,  neglecting  the  merit 

*  The  late  lord  Granby. 
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and  services  of  the  rest  of  the  army,  to  heap 
promotioiis  upon  his  &TOurites  and  dep^dants, 
the  present  Commander  in  Chief  is  the  most  ge- 
nerous man  alive.  Nature  has  been  sparing  of 
her  gifts  to  this  noble  lord;  but  where  birth  and 
fertune  are  united,  we  expect  the  noble  pride 
and  .independence  of  a  man  of  spirit,  not  the 
servile,  humiliating  compliances  ci£  a  courtien 
As  to  the  goodness  of  his  heart,  if  a  proof  of 
it  be  taken  fircMtn  the  fitciUty  of  never  refusings 
what  conclusion  shall  we  draw  from  <he  inde^ 
cency  of  never  performing?  And  if  the  digd- 
pHne  of  the  army  be  in  any  degree  preserved^ 
what  thanks  are  due  to  a  man,  whose  cares,  no^ 
toriously  confined  to  filling  up  vacancies,  have 
degraded  the  cAce  of  commander  in  chief  into 
a  broker  o£  commissions ! 

.  With  respect  to  the  navy,  I  shall  cmly  say^ 
that  this  country  is  so  highly  indebted  to  sir 
£d.ward  Hawke»  that  no  expense  should  be 
qpared  to  secure  to  him  an  honourable  and  afflu* 
ent  retreat. . 

The  pure  and  impartial  administration  of  jus- 
tice is  perhaps  the  firmest  bond  to  secure  a  chear* 
fill  submisinon  of  the  people,  and  to  engage  their 
affections  to  government.  It  is  not  sufficient  that 
questions  of  private  right  and  wrong  are  justly  de- 
cided, nor  that  judges  are  superior  to  the  vileness 
of  pecuniary  corruption.  Jefieries  himself,  when 
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the  court  had  na  tntarett^  was  an  upright  judge» 
A  court  of  justice  may  be  subject  to  another 
sort  of  bias,  more  importaisfet  and  pemkious,  as 
it  reaches  beyOnd  tke  interest  of  indivkiuals,  and 
afiects  the  whole  comtnumty.  A  judge  un^^ 
the  influence  of  government^  may  be  honest 
enough  in  the  decision  of  private  causes,  yet  a 
traitor  to  the  public.  When  a  victim  i$  marked 
out  by  tiie  ministry,  this  judg»  will  offer  himsetf 
to  perform  the  sacrifice.  He  wiU  not  scruple  to 
profltitnte  his  dignity,  and  betray  the  sanctity 
of  his  office,  whenever  an  arbitrary  point  is  to 
be  carried  for  government,  or  the  resentmeots 
of  a  court  are  to  be  gratified. 

These  principles  and  proceedhigSy  odious  and 
<^ontemptible  as  they  are,  ki  eflect  are  no  less 
injudicious.  A  wise  and  generous  peo|de  are 
roused  by  every  appearaaice  of  cfipressrre,  un- 
constttutionid  measures,  whether  those  measuces 
are  supported  openly  by  the  power  of  goverOi- 
ment,  w  masked  under  tiabe  forms  of  a  court  of 
justice.  Prudence  and  self-preservatk>n  wiH 
<^ige  the  most  moderate  dispositions  to  m^e 
•common  cause,  even  with  a  man  whose  conduct 
they  censure,  if  they  see  him  persecuted  in  a 
way^  which  the  real  spirit  of  the  laws  will  not 
justify**    The  fiicts^  on  which  these  remarks 

*  Mr*  Wilkes,    edit. 
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9X6  foimdedy  are  too  notoribui^  to  Require  Kii 
apptication. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  detail.  In  otfe  view  behold 
a  nation  overwhelmed  with  debt ;  ha  r^veHueik 
wasted ;  her  trade  declining ;  the  afiections  of 
her  colonies  alienated ;  the  duty  of  the  magis- 
trate transferred  to  the  soldiery;  a  gallant  army^ 
which  never  fought  unwQlingly  but  against  their 
fellow  subjects,  mouldering  away  for  want  of  the 
direction  of  a  dian  of  common  abilities  and  spirit; 
aadb,  iii  the  last  instaaee,  the  administration  of 
justice  become  odtous  and  suspectdd  to  thd 
whole  body  of  the  people.  Tfam  dq^lorable  fic6at 
adB&tts  but  of  one  addition-^^^hat  we  are  goveitti 
ed  by  couns^,  from  which  a  reasonable  itfaii 
^ax  expect  no  i<emedy  but  poison,  i^  rtifiif  but 

If,  by  the  immediate  interposition  of  !Aovi- 
dence,  it  w^re  possible  for  us'  to  escape  a  crisis 
so  fidl*  o£  terror  arid  despair ^  posterity  will  not 
believe  the  history  of  the  piesent  times.  The^ 
will  etdier  conclude  that  bur  distresses  were  imst- 
^nary,  or  that  we  had  ihe  good  fortune  to  be 
governed  by  memof  acknowledged  integrity  and 
wisdom :  they  will^  not  bfUeve  it  pOsitfble  thsA 
tiieir  ancestors  could  have  survived,  i»  recovered 
from  so  desperate  a  condition,  while  a  duke  of 
Grafton  was  prime  minister,  a  lord  North  chan* 

VOL.   I.  D  D  * 
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cellor  of  the  exchequer,  a  W^moiith  and  a 
Hillsborough  secretaries  of  state,  a  Granby 
commitnder  in  chief,  and  a  Mansfield  chief  cri- 
minal judge'  of  the  kingdom^ 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER  ir. 

« 

TO   THE   PRINTER   OF   THE   PUBUC   ADYERTISER. 
.    SIR,  26Januafy,  1769. 

The  kingdom  sin^rms  with  such  num- 
bers of  fUomous  robbers  of  private  character  and 
^rtue^  that  no  honest  or  good  man  is  safe ;  es^ 
pemally  as  t^ese  cowardly,  base  assassikis,  stab  in 
the  r  dark,  without  having  the  coun^e  to  sign 
their  real  names  to  their  malevolent  and  wicked 
productions.  A  writer,  who  signs  himself  Junius, 
in  the  Public  Advertiser  of  the  21st  instant, 
opens  the  deplorable  situation  of  this  country  in 
a  vety  affecting  manner;  with  a  pompous  parade 
of  his  candour  and  decency,  he  teUs'  us,  Uiat 
we  see  dissensions  in  all  parts  of  the  empire,  an 
uiliversal  spirit  of  distrust  and  dissai^&^tion, 
and  a  tbtal  loss  of  respect  towaids  us  in  the  eyes 
of  foreign  powers.    But  this  wiiter,  with  all  his 
jboasted  csmdour,  has  not  told  us  liie  real  cause 
of  the "  evils  be  so  pathetically  enumerates.    I 
shall  take  the  liberty  to  explain  die  cause  for 
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1dm.  Junius,  and  such  writers  as  himself,  oc- 
casion all  the  mischie&  complained  of  ^  by  fidsely 
and  maliciously  traducing  the  best  characters  in 
the  kingdom.  For  when  our  deluded  people  at 
home,  and  foreigners  abroad,  read  the  poisonous 
and  inflammatory  libels  that  are  daily  published 
with  impunity,  to  vilify  those  who  are  any  way 
distii^uished  by  their  good  qualities  and  emi- 
nent virtues;  when  they  find  no  notice  taken  o^ 
or  reply  given  to  these  slanderous  tongues  and 
pens,  their  conclusion  is,  that  both  the  ministers 
and .  the  nation  have  been  fairly  described,  and 
they  act  accordingly.  I  think  it  therefore  the 
duty  of  every  good  citizen  to  stand  forth,  and 
endeavour  to  undeceive  the  pubUc,  when  the 
vilest  arts  are  made  use  of  to  de&me  and  blacken 
the  brightest  characters  am<mg  us.  An  eminent 
author  affirms  it  to  be  almost  us  criminal  to  hear 
a  worthy  man  traduced,  without  attempting  his 
justification,  as  to  be  the  author  of  the  calumny 
against  him.  For  my  own  part,  I  think  it  a  sort 
of  misprision  of  treason  against  society.  No 
man  therefore  who  knows  lord  Granby,  can 
possibly  hear  so  good  and  great  a  character 
most  vilely  abused,  without  a  warm  and  just  in- 
dignation against  this  Jumus;  this  high-priest  of 
envy,  maUce,  and  all  uncbaritableness,  who  has 
endeavoured  to  sacrifice  our  beloved  Commander 
in  Chief  at  the  attajrs  of  hb  hcMrrid  deities*     Nor 

D  p  ^ 


4M  LETTERS  OF 

10  the  injury  done  to  Ids  Lordship  alone,  but  to 
the  whole  nation,  which  may  too  soon  feel  tbe 
«$ontempt,  and  consequently  the  attacks'  of  ow 
late  enemies,  if  they  can  be  induced  to  believe 
that  the  person  on  whom  the  saiety  of  liiese 
kingdoms  so  much  depends,  is  unequal  to  his 
high  station,  and  destitute  of  those  qualities 
which  form  a  good  general*  One  would  have 
thought  that  his  Lordship's  services  in  the  cause 
of  his  country,  fhom  the  battle  of  Calloden  to 
lias  most  glorious  conduiiion  of  the  late  war, 
JMight  have  entitled  him  to  common  ri^pect  and 
^Aecency  at  least ;  but  this  uncand^dy  indec^mt 
winter,  has  gone  so^faras  to  turn  one  of  the  most 
ittiial^e  men  of  the  age,  into  a  stupid,  un:feeling^ 
and  senseless  being  ;  possessed  indeed  of  a  per^ 
tonal  courage,  but  void  of  those  essentia  quali- 
ties which  distingui^  the  commander  from  the 
common  soldier. 

.  A  very  long,  uninterrupted,  impartial,  and  I 
will  add^  a  most  disinterested  friendi^ip  with 
ioifd  Granby,  gives  me  the  right  to  affirm^  that 
tii  JvmvB*s  assertions  are  false  and  scandalous 
Lord  Granby^s  cours^,  though  of  the  brightest 
a^  m^  ardent  kind,  is  among  the  lowest  of 
his  niEmerous  good  qualities  j  he  was  formed  to 
i^feeel  in  war  by  nature's  liberaiity  to  his  mind  as 
wdl  as  peipsoft.  Educated  and  instructed  by  his 
itost  noble  iather,  and  a  moat  qiinted  as  weB 
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m  exceSient  scholar,  the  preneiM:  bishop  of  Bsn« 
gbr*,  tie  was  trained  to  the  nicest  sene  of  ho« 
Hour,  and  t9  the  traest^nd  noblest  sort  of  pri^, 
liiat  oi  never  doing  or  suffering  a  mean  action. 
A  sincere  love  and  attaditnent  to  his  king  and 
oountrjr,  and  to  their  glory,  first  impelled  him  to 
the  £dd,  whwe  he  never  gained  au^t  but  ho^ 
noun  He  impaired,  through  his  bounlrf ,  his 
own  fortune  ;  for  his  bounty,  which  this  writer 
would  in  vain  depreciate,  is  founded  upon  the 
nol^est  of  the  human  affections,  it  flows  from  a 
heart  mditing  tagoodness from  the  most  refined 
humanity^  Gan  a  map,  who  is  described  as  un- 
feeling, jUid  void  of  reflection,  be  constantlf 
employed  in  seeking  proper  objects  on  whom  to 
^tercise  those  glorious  virtues  of  com|raB8i<H» 
and  generosity  i  The  distressed  officer,  tbe 
siddi^^  the  widow,  the  orphim,  and  a  long  list 
besides,  know  that  vanity  has  no  share  in  his 
frequent  donations ;  he  ^ves,  because  he  feels 
tiieirdistieases.  Nor  has  he  evw  been  rapacious 
with  one  hand  to  be  bountiftil  widi  tiie  other; 
yet  this  uncandid  Juimrs  would  insiliimte,  that 
the  dignity  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  de- 
praved ^ito  the  base  oflice  f^  a  comnnssion 
broker ;  that  is,  lord  Gninby  bargains  for  the 
sale  of  commi{lsions ;    for  it  must  hare  this 

*  B^.  Jdin  Ewer.     EoiPT. 
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nx^aning,  if  it  has'any  at  all.  Biit  ^K^iere  is  the 
mi|n  Uving  who  can  justly  charge  his  Lordship 
wi^  such  mean  practices  ?  Why  does  not 
JuKros  produce  him  f  Junius  knows  that  he 
has  no  other  means  of  wounding  this  hero,  than 
from  some  missile  weapon,  shot  from  an  ob- 
scure corner :  He  seeks,  as  all  such  de&matory 
writers  do. 


'Spargere  voc€§ 


In  vulgum  ambiguas^ 


to  raise  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  the  people. 
But  I  hope  that  my  countrymen  will  be  no 
longer  imposed  upon  by  art&l  and  desigmng 
men,  or  by  wretches,  who,  baidarupts  in  bu- 
siness, in  fame,  and  in  fortune,  mean  nothing 
more  than  to  involve  this  country  in  the  same 
common  ruin  with  themselves.  Hence  it  is, 
that  they  are  constantly  aiming  their  dark,  and 
too  often  fatal,  weapons  against  those  who  stand 
forth  as  the  bulwark  of  our  national  safety. 
Lord  Granby  was  too  conspicuous  a  mark  not  to 
be  their  object.  He  is  next  attacked  for  being 
unfaithful  to  his  promises. and  engagements: 
Where  are  Junius^s  proofe  ?  iUthough  I  could 
give  some  instances,  where  a  breach  of  promise 
would  be  a  virtue,  especially  in  the  case  of  those 
who  would  pervert  the  open,  unsuif^cting  mo- 
ments of  convivial  mirih,  into  sly,  insidious 
applications  for  preferment,  or  party  systems. 
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aad  would  endeavour  to  surprise  a  good .  maii^ 
who  cannot  bear  to  see  any  one  leave  him  dis- 
satisfied^  into  unguarded  promises.  Lord  Gran- 
by's  atteniaon  to  his  own  &mily  and  rdations  is 
called  selfish.     Had  he  not  attended  to  them, 
when  &ir  and  just  opportunities  presented  them^^ 
selves,  I  should  have  thought  him  unfeeling^ 
and  void  of  reflection  indeed.     How  are  any 
man's  fiiends  or  relations  to  be  provided  for, 
but  from  the  influence  and  protection  of  the 
patron?     It   is  unfair    to  suppose  that  lord 
Granbjr's  friends  have  not  as  much  merit  as  the 
fiiends  of  any  other  great  man  :     If  he  is  gene- 
rous at  the  public  expense,  as  Juntos  invidiously 
calls  it,  the  public  is  at  no  more  expense  for 
his  Lordship's  friends,  than  it  would  be  if  any 
other  set  of  men  possessed  those  offices.    The 
charge  is  ridiculous !  ^ 

^  The  last  charge  against  lord  Granby  is  of 
a  most  serious  and  alarming  nature  indeed. 
Juntos  asserts,  that  the  army  is  mouldering  away 
for  want  of  the  direction  of  a  man  of  commoa 
abilities  and  spirit.  The  present  condition  of 
the  army  gives  tbe  direcd;est'  lie  to  his  assertions. 
It  was  never  upon  a  more  respectable  footing 
with  regard  to  discipline,  and  all  the  ess^utials 
that  can  form  good  soldiers.  Lord  Ligonier 
delivered  a  fiiln  and  noble  palladium  of  our  safe- 
ties into  lord  Granby's  hands,  who  has  kept  it 
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in  the  aame  good  order  in  which  he'  raeeived 
it*  The  strictest  care  has  been  taken  to  fill  up 
4lie  vacant  commisdoiis,  with  such  gentlemen  as 
have  the  glory  of  their  ancestors  to  suppcnrt,  as 
well  as  th^r  own,  and  are  doubly  bound  to  the 
<;ause  iof  their  king  and  country,  from  motives 
pf  private  property,  as  well  as  public  spirit*  The 
Itdjutant-genaralf ,  who  has  the  immediate  cai:e 
of  the  troops  after  lord  Granby,  is  an  office 
who  would  do  great  honour  to  any  service  ijx 
Europe,  for.  his  correct  arrangements,  good  sense 
Wild  discernment  upon  all  occasions,  and  &>r  a 
punctuality  and:  precision  which  give  the  most 
fMke  aatts&ctton  to  all  who  are  obliged  to  cpn- 
Hult  him»  The  reviewing  generals,  who  inspecjt 
$he  army  twice. a  year,  have  been  selected  with 
the  greatest  eare,  and  have  answered  the  iook- 
portant  trust  reposed  in  th.em  in  the  most  laud- 
able manner.  Their  reports  of  die  condition  of 
ihe  army  are  much  moce  to  be  credited  tbajp 
^we  of  Junius,  whcm  I  do  advise  to  ^totn^  fyf 
his  shamefid  aipersions,  by  asking  pardon  of 
lord  Granby,  and  the  whole  kingdom,  whom 
he  has  oflfended  by  his  abominable  scandals^  In 
fboTtj  to  turn  Juvius^s  own  battery  againc^  hiiRs 
i  ndust  assert,  in  his  own  words,  ^^  that  he  b«s 
j^ven  strong  assertions  withcmt  proof,  declamlM- 

;*' Harney,  /ebit^ 
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tion  ^thout  argument,   and  violent  censures 
without  dignity  or  moderatiopr/' 

WILLIAM  DRAPER* 

*  As  a  correspondent  of  Junius  in  this  and  several  other 
letters,  the  following  short  notice  of  sir  William  Draper  can- 
not be  unacceptable  to  the  reader.  We  take  it  by  Mr.  Chal- 
mers's permiseion  from  his  Appep^^  to  the  Supplemental 
Apology  for  the  Behevers  in  the  supposititious  Shakespeare 
papers^  p.  80. 

"  Sir  William,  as  a  scholar,  had  been  bred  at  Eton,  and 
King's  college,  Cambridge ;  but  he  chose  the  sword  for  his 
profession.  In  India,  he  ranked  with  those  famous  warriora!, 
Clive  and  Laurence.  In  1761,  he  acted  at  Bel^isle,  as  aBri- 
^dier.  In  1763,  he  commanded  the  troops  who  conquered 
Manilla^  which  place  was  saFcd  from  plunder,  by  the  promise 
of  a  ransom,  that  was  never  paid.  His  first  appearance,  as  an 
able  writer,  was  in  his  clear  refutation  of  the  objections  of  thfi 
Spanish  court.  HiB  services  were  rewardei}  with  the  cpmmaod 
of  th^sixljeenih  re^fnei^t  of  foot,  which  he  resigned  to  colonel 
Gisborne^  for  his  half-pay  of  300/.  Irish :  This  common 
transaction  furnished  Junius  with  manya  sarcasm.  Sir  Wil- 
liam had  scarcely  closed  his  contest  with  that  formidable  op- 
ponent, when  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife,  who  died 
on  the  lit  of  September,  1769.  As  he  was  fQiM,^he  was,  uo 
d|0|]bt«  mortified.  Afid  he  i^t  out^  in  October  of  that  year, 
|o  make  the  tour  of  the  Northern  Colonies,  Which  had  now 
become  objects  of  notice,  and  scenes  of  travel.  He  arrived  at 
ChariiBstOwn,  South  Carolina,  in  January,  1770 ;  and  travel 
Img  noi^wttrd,  l^  arfjved,  during  the  sttmrner  of  Aat  ftsnat, 
in  Maryland ;  where  he  was  received  with  that  hospitality 
vlach  she  always  paid  to  stnmgev*^  and  with  the  att^tici»«^ 
Ihat  were  due  to  the  merit  of  such  a  visitor. 

"  Front  Maryland,  sir  William  passed  on  to  New  York,  when: 
he  manifid  Miss  De  I^ncy,  a  lady  of  great  cpnnections  theifo, 

and 
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LETTER  III. 

TO  SIR  WILLIAM  DRAPER,    KNIGHT  OF  THE  BATH« 

SIR,  7  February^  1769. 

The  defence  of  lord  Granby  does 
honour  to  the  goodness  of  your  heart.    You 
feel,  as  you  ought  to  do,  for  the  reputation  of 
your  friend,  and  you  express  yourself  in  the 
wannest  language  of  the  passions.    In  any  other 
cause,  I  doubt  not,  you  would  have  cautiously 
weighed  the  consequences  of  committing  your 
name  to  the  licentious  discourses  and  malig- 
nant opinions  of  the  world.     But  here,  I  pre- 
sume, you  thought  it  would  be  a  breach  of  friend- 
ship to  lose  one  moment  in  consulting  your  un- 
derstanding ;  as  if  an  appeal  to  the  public  were 
no  more  than  a  military  coup  de  mam^  where  a 
brave  man  has  no  rules  to  follow,  but  the  dic- 
tates of  his  courage.    Touched  with  your  gene-* 
rosity,  I  freely  forgive  the  excesses  into  which 
it  has  led  you ;  and,  far  from  resenting  those 
terms  of  reproach,  which,  considering  that  you 
are  an  advocate  for  decorum,  you  have  heaped 
upon  me  rather  too  liberally,  I  place  them  to 

and  ag^raeable  endowments,  who  died  in  1778 ;  leaving  him  a 
daughter.  In  1779,  he  was  qipointed  Ueutenant-<goveroor  of 
Minorca;  a  trust,  which,  however  di8diai^;ed>  ended  unbapptly. 
He  died  at  Bath,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1787/'    bdit. 
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the  account  of  an  honest  unreflecting  indigna- 
tion,  in  which  your  cooler  judgment  and  natural 
politeness  had  no  concern*  I  a]^rove  of  the 
spirit  wifh  which  you  have  given  your  name  to 
the  public ;  and>  if  it  were  a  proof  of  any  thing 
but  spirit,  I  should  have  thought  myself  bound 
to  fellow  your  e:i^ample.  I  should  have  hoped 
that  even  n^  name  .might  carry  some  authority 
with  it*,  if  I  had  not  seen  how  very  little  weight 
or  consideration  a  printed  paper  receives  even 
from  the  respectable  signature  of  sir  William 
Draper. 

You  begin  with  a  general  assertion,  that 
writers,  such  as  I  am,  are  the  real  cause  of  all 
the  public  evils  we'  complain  o£  And  do  yon 
really  think,  sir  William,  that  the  Hcentious 
pen  of  a  political  writer  is  able  to  produce  such 
important  effects  ?  A  little  calm  reflection  might 
have  shewn  you,  that  national  calamities  do  not 
arise  from  the  description,  but  from  the  real 
character  and  conduct  of  ministers.  To  have 
supported  your  assertion,  you  should  have  proved 
that  the  present  ministry  are  unquestionably  the 
hest  and  brightest  characters  of  the  kingdom : 

*  This  expression  ivill  receive  some  farther  light  from  a 
feature  of  himself  incidentally  introduced  by  the  author  in  a 
letter  omitted  in  his  own  edition,  but  inserted  in  the  present 
work.  Miscellaneous  Letter,  No.  liv.  Vo}.  III.  p.  197.  as  also 
&om  other  viewst  of  his  sentiments  and  conduct  as  casually 
«nnced  in  tb^e  Private  Letters.    BpiT. 
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and  tiiftt,  if  1^  nffecticms  of  til^e  cokim^  Jitvie 
1)^11  dJij^iifttfd,  if  Cornea*  hm  been  ^w^&Hy 
•b^ndoned,  if  Gomoierce  langui^beei,  if  poblie 
credit  i^  tbre^teiated  with  a  new  debt,  and  yoiur 
own  Mamlla  raoaom  most  dishonourably  given 
npt,  it  has  all  been  owii^  to  the  malice  of  po* 

*  Corsica,  in  modem  times,  was  first  subjugated  by  tlie 
Genoese,  who  made  use  of  so  much  insolence  and  oppression, 
as  to  induce  the  natires  to  throw  off  the  yike,  and  endeairour 
to  reoover  ikmr  indepeodence*  Thf;  contest  was  loag  and  se* 
yere,  and  the  Corsicans  were  reduced  to  beggary  in  the  gene^ 
rous  struggle.  NieuhofF  and  Paoli  chiefly  figured  as  leaders  of 
the  Corsicans,  the  first  of  whom  was  actually  elected  king,  but 
could  not  maintain  his  throne  against  the  invaders.  The  Cor- 
sicitns  »pfiited^ii}9iiy  foreign  courU  for  a^istance;,  and  among 
the  r^t  to  Great  Britain;  ^Mad  lord  Shdbume  (afi^rwacds 
marquis  of  Il.ansdown)  was  one  of  the  warmest  supporters  of 
their  cause,  and  most  desirous^  when  in  administration,  to  en- 
gage in  it.  But  his  colleagues  opposed  him,  and  the  cause  of 
Corsica  was  abandonsd,  though  the  citizens  of  iicmdon  con* 
tributed  largely  to  its  support.  Yet  the  Genoese  could  not 
totally  subdue  it ;  and  in  consequence  they  sold  it  to  France  to 
be  subdued  by  the  French  anns :  and  the  tyranny  which  was  at 
first  exercised  over  it  by  the  Genoese,  it  was  now  doomed  to 
sulfer  from  the  French.  Reader,  mark  the  result  I^^Coraca  is 
at  this  moment  reaping  an  anf^e  revenge :  forthrough  the  n^e* 
dium  of  Bonaparte  she  is  now  loading  both  France  and  Goio^ 
with  as  severe  a  tyranny  as  herself  ever  submitted  to  from 
cither,     edit. 

t  In  the  preceding  war  with  Spain,  sir  William  (then  ool. 
Draper)  had- commanded  an  expedition  against  the  ISpani^ 
setflements  in  the  Philippine  Isles.  It  succeeded  coBiplctely^ 
and  the  capital  of  Man»Ua  was  taken  by  assault.  Yet  the  gen«i>oos 
conquerors,  instead  of  plundering  the  dty,  consent^  to  accept 

for 
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fi4Mial  wtiterS)  who  ivill  not  suffer  the  bedt  and 
brightest  of  characteirs  (meaning  still  the  present 
mitiietry)  to  take  a  nngle  right  step  for  th« 
honour  or  interest  of  the  nation.  But  it  seetns 
yon  were  a  Utde  tender  of  coming  to  particiiars. 
Your  conscience  insinuated  to  you,  that  it  would 
b0  prudent  to  leave  ^e  characters  of  Grafton, 
North,  HiUsborough,  Weymouth,  and  M^mi^ 
fields  to  shift  ^r  themselves}  and  truly,  ^r 
William,  the  piart  you  hcfife  undertaken  is  at 
least  as  much  as  you  are  equal  to. 

Witkout  dieting  lord  Granby^s  courage, 
tre  are  yet  to  learn  in  what  articles' of  military 
knowlcklge  nature  has  been  so  very  liberal  to  hk 
inind.  If  you  have  served  with  him,  you  ought 
to  have  pointed  out  some  instances  of  able  dis-^ 
position  and  well*concerted  enterprise,  v^ich 
might  fairly  be  attributed  to  bis  ci^acity  as  a 

for  the  vdlue  of  the  ^oil>  bilkdraM^n  upon  the  SpaQAdh  govern* 
ment  adequate  to  its  supposed  amount.  These  bills  the  Spanish 
government  undertook  to  pay,  but  dishonourably  forfeited 
its  word  on  their  becoming  du^.  Sir  William  Draper,  on  hi« 
Mxtm  ^om  India,  repeatedly  pressed  the  Engli^  mkiister  t« 
inteipoie  u{yth  the  Mil^ecl^  on  behalf  of  bin^elf  and  his  fd? 
k)i¥-iS(Mier0.  The  Enghsh  minister  however  did  not  interpose ; 
Draper  was  personally  rewarded  by  an  election  into  the  order 
of  the  Bath,  in  conjunction  with  certain  pecuniary  emoluments 
referred  to  in  this  correspondence ;  while  his  colleague;  ad*- 
.  mktl.CofBisb,  together  with  the  soldiers  and  sailors  under  their 
oommaids,  Were  atiSet ed.  to  Mure:  and-  die  altogether  without  re? 
dress,    edit. 
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general*  It  is  you,  sir  Wilfiam,  who  make 
your  friend  appear  aukward  and  ridiculous;  by 
giving  him  a  laced  siiit  of  taiH^dry  qualiikations, 
which  natnre  never  interided  him  to  wear. 

Yoii  say,  he  has  acquired  notUng  but  honour 
in  the  field.  Is4he  Ordnance  nothing  ?  Are  the 
!Kttes  nottiing  ?  Is  the  ccmuftand  of  the  army, 
with  all  the  patronage  annexed  to  it,  nothing  ? 
Where  he  got  these  nothk^s  I  know  not ;  but 
you  at  least  ought  to  have  told  us  where  he  de* 
served  them. 

As  to  his  bounty,  compassion,  &c.  it  would 
have  been  but  little  to  the  purpose,  though  yoa 
had  proved  all  that  you  have  asserted.  I  meddle 
with  nothing  but  his  character  as  commandier  in 
chief;  and  though  I  acquit  him  of  the  baseness 
of  seUii^  commissions,  I  still  assert  that  his 
military  cares  have  never  extended  beyond  the 
disposal  of  vacancies  j  and  I  am  justified  by  the 
complaints  of  the  whole  army,  when  I  say  that, 
in  this  distribution,  he  consults  nothing  but 
parliamentary  interests,  or  the  gratification  of 
his  immediate  dependants.  As  to  his  servile 
submission  to  the  reigning  ministiy,  let  me  ask, 
whether  he  did  not  desert  die  cause  of  the  whole 
army,  when  he  suffered  sir  Jeffery  Amherst  to 
be  sacrificed*,  and  what  share  he  had  in  recaling 

*  See  upon  this  subject  our  author's  Miscdkneous  Letten 
subscribed  Lucius,  an^  particukiriy  that  of  Atticus,  Letter  u; 

Vol.  IIL  p.  183.      EDIT. 
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that  c&eer  to  the  service?  Did  he  not  betcay 
the  just  interests  of  the  army,  in  permitting 
lord  Percy  to  have  a  regiment  i  And  does  he 
not  at  this  moment  give  up  all  character  and  dig* 
nity  as  a  gentleman, .  in  receding  from  his  ov^rn 
repeated  declarations  in  &vour  of  Mr.  Wilkes  ? 

In  the  two  next  articles  I  think  we  are  agreed* 
You  candidly  admit,  that  he  often  makes  such 
promises'  as  it  is  a  virtue  in  him  to  violate,  and 
that  no  man  is  more  assiduous  to  provide  for 
his  relations  at  the  public  expense.  I  did  not 
urge  the  last  as  an  absolute  vice  in  his  disposition, 
but  to  prove  that  a  careless  disinterested  spirit  is 
no  part  of  his  character ;  and  as  to  the  other,  I 
desire  it  nmy  be  remembered,  that  /  never  de* 
scended  to  the  indecency  of  inquiring  into  his 
arnvMal  hours.  It  is  you,  sir  William  Draper, 
who  have  taken  pains  to  represent  your  friend 
in  the  character  of  a  drunken  landlord,  who 
deals  out  his  promises  as  liberally  as  his  liquor, 
and  will  suffer  no  man  to  leave  his  table  either 
sorrowftil  or  sober.  None  but  an  intimate  friend, 
who  must  frequently  have  seen  him  in  these 
unhappy,  disgracefid  moments,  could  have  de- 
scribed him  so  well. 

The  last  chajrge,  of  the  neglect  of  the  army, 
is  indeed  the  most  material  of  all.  I  am  sorry 
to  tell  you,  sir  William,  that,  in  this  article, 
your  first  fact  is  false ;  and  as  there  is  nothing 
more  painful  to  me  than  to  give  a  direct  contra- 
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dictioti  to  a  gentleman  of  youi^  appcfirancfe,  I 
could  wiBh  that,  in  your  future  puUicatitHur,  yoii 
would  pay  a  greater  attention  to  the  truth  of 
your  premises,  before  you  su&r  your  genfius  to 
hurry  you  to  a  conclusion.  Lord  Ligoraer  did 
not  deliver  the  army  (nvhidb  you,  in  dafisical 
language,  ^e  pleased  fo  call  a  paUadiaItt)  into 
k>rd  Granby's  hand^.  It  waa  taken  fro&i  him 
much  ag^fi^t  hiar  iiJcUnatton,  some  two: or  ^ttsm 
years  before  lord  Grasiby  was  :  comnander  in 
chief.  As  to  the  state  of  tiie  army,:  I  shoidd  b<i 
glad  to  know  where  yott  have  received  your  in* 
telligence.  Was  it  in  the  rooms  at  Bath,  or  ai 
your  retreat  at  Cliftion  ?  Hic  reports  of  review^ 
ing  g€^erals  comprehend  only  a  few  r^mcaiis 
in  England,  which,  as  they  are  immediate 
under  the  royal  inspection,  are  perhaps  in  sonie 
tolerable  order.  But  do  you  know  amy  thing  of 
the  troops  in  the  West  Indies,  the  Mediterra* 
nean,  and  North  America,  to  say  nothing  of  a 
whole  army  absolutely  ruined  in  Ireland  ?  In* 
quire  a  little  into  facts,  abr  Wiffiam,  before  jrou 
publish  your  next  panegyric  upon  lord  Gxanby, 
and  believe  me,  y(m  will  find  there  is  a  fault  at 
head-quarters,  which  even  the  acknowledged 
care  and  abilities  of  the  a^utant-general  cannot 
correct*. 

Permit  me  now,  sir  William,  to  address  my^ 

*  Adjutant-general  Hartey.    edit. 
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sdlf  peraoiiGifiy  to  yiQi»,  ^y  "^^  cf  tbank^  fttr  1I10 
hemour  4£ycat  c<tne3p06ii^tmB^  Ydu  atfe^  \if  Hd 
mem»  undeserniig  of  tfotifot^ ;  Meuid  h  mity  4^  ^ 
oonseifBmce'  wktt  to  Idrd  Gitidily  to^faa^e  it  de< 
terteined,  whetbW  or  m  tbe  ittam  ^<ii4m  Iim 
praised  him  so  lavishly,  be  hiimtilt  dt^mixig, 
of  praise.  When  you  returned  to  Europe,  you 
zealously  undertook  the  cause  of  that  gallant 
army,  by  whose  bravery  at  Manilla  your  own 
fortune  had  been  established^^  You  complained, 
you  threatened,  you  even  appealed  to  the  public 
in  print.  By  whs(t  accident  did  it  happen,  that 
in  the  midst  of  all  this  bustle,  and  all  these  cla« 
mours  for  justice  to  your  injured  troops,  the 
nuine  of  ^e  Manila  tansomc  was  suddenly  buried 
in'  a  prc^mnd,  a&d,  fiiti^e^  th^iM:  time,  an)  uni»ta<4 
i^^pted  silence  ?  Did;  the  mtiimy  suggest  tfny 
motives  to  you  stM$yig  enongly  to-  tempt  a  man 
cif  honour,  to  desert  and  betrsiythe  c^sMisd  of  hi« 
Mow-soldi^ts^^  I  W^  it  tha«  l^kishin;^  vibband^ 
^ddydh  16^  tKm"  file  per^tkiiA  WnaMient  of  your 
perilo^?  Ck  M^BB  it  t}im  teginieiit,  which  you 
aft^wiirds^  (a^  ^t^g  unprecedented  among  sol* 
dieris)  sold  to^  colonel  Oii^me  i  Of  wan^  it  that 
government,  the  loU  pay  (^.^h^  y^dttr  ^m  eon^ 
t^t#d  to  hold,  ti/^  the  hal&p»y  of  sA  Irish 
e^olbnel  ?  Afld  do  yoi^  no^r,  s&et  ar  retreat  mot 
^ety  like  tibiat  q£  Sdpio,  prestkm^  to  intni^a 
yoi^self,  dutlioughtof,  tsnes&td4i»t  upom  ih% 

VOL*   [.  £  £ 
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patience  of  the  public  ?  Are  your  flatteries  of  the 
C^ommander  in  Chief  directed  to  another  regi- 
inent,  which  you  may  again  dispose  of  on  Ihe 
same  honourable  terms  ?  We  know  your  pru- 
dence, sir  William,  and  I  should  be  sorry  to  stop 
your  preferment 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER  IV.        \^^ 

TO   THE   PRINTER   OF  THE  PUBLtC   ABYERTISER. 

SIR,  17  Februarp^  1769. 

I  RECEIVED  JuNius's  &vour  last  night; 
he  is  determined  to  keep  his  advantage  by  the 
help  of  his^  mask;  it  is  an  excellent  protection, 
it  has  saved  many  a  man  from  an  untimely  end* 
But  whenever  he  will  be  honest  enough  to  lay  it 
aside,  avow  himself,  and  produce  the  face  which 
has  so. long  lurked  behind  it,  the  world  will  b^ 
able  to  judge  of  his  motives  for  writing  such  in- 
fiunous  invectives.  His  real  name  will  discover 
his  freedom  and  independency,  or  his  servility 
to  a  faction^  Disappointed  ambition,  resentment 
for  defeated  hopes,  and  desire .  of  revenge,  as- 
sume but  too  often  the  appearance  of  public 
6|iirit ;  but  be  his  designs  wicked  or  charitable, 
Junius  should  learn. that  it  Is  possible  to  con- 
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demn  measares,  without  a  barbarous  and  cri- 
nunal  outrage  against  men.  Junius. delights.to 
mangle,  carcases,  with  a  hatchet ;  his  language 
and  instrument  have  a  great  connection  with 
Clare-market,  and,  to  do  him  justice,  he  handles 
his  weapon  most  admirably.  One  would  imagine 
he  had  been  taught  to  throw  it  by  the  savages  of 
America.  It  is  therefore  high  time  for  me  to 
step  in  once  more  to  shield  my  friend  from  this 
merciless  weapon,  although  I  may  be  wounded 
in  the  attempt.  But  I  must  first  ask  Junius,  by 
what  forced  analogy  and  construction  the  mo- 
ments of  convivial  mirth  are  made  to  signify 
indecency,  a  violation  of  engagements,  a  drunken 
landlord,  and  a  desire  that  every  one  in  com- 
pany should  be  drunk  likewise*  ?    He  must  have 

*  Whether  such  a  conclusion  were  forced  or  natural  from 
sir  William's  descnption  of  his  friend^  Junius^  it  seems^  was 
not  the  only  person  who  deduced  it^  if  we  may  judge  from  a 
dispute  the  Knight  of  the  Bath  was  involved  in  upon  this  very 
subject,  with  two  other  invisible  correspondents,  of  whom  the 
one  signed  himself  Neocles,  and  the  other  the  Ghost,  and  who 
wrote  in  the  same  newspaper  (The  Public  Advertiser).  To 
the  first  correspondent,  sir  William  replies  as  follows. 

SIR,  Gifton,  Feb.  13,  1769, 

I  must  beg  the  favour  ofNeocles  not  to  believe  that  I 
have  described  my  friend  to  be  frequently  in  a  state  of  ebriety. 
Had  I  done  so,  I  might  indeed  be  justly  accused  of  being  in- 
sufficient  to  support  his  cause. 

E  E    2  If 
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culled  all  the  flowers  of  St  Griles^s  and  BilUiig&. 
gate  to  have  produced  such  a  piece  of  aratoiy* 
Here  the  hatchet  descends  with  tenfold  ven^ 
geance ;  but,  alas !  it  hurts  no  cme  hiA  its  mas* 

If  Neock$  is  an  officer*  or  a  man  of  business,  he  must  know 
that  a  commander  in  chief,  or  a  minister  of  state,  from  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  applications,  cannot  trust  their  memories  with  the 
whole  of  them:  minutes  and  memorandums  are  necessary: 
when  business  is  CMrer,  these  are  left  with  their  sectetariesi  or 
it^  theiv  bi»eatt4.  Should  therefore  any  it)stdiou»  manj  either 
at  dinner,  or  after  dinner,  importune  a  great  person  to  give 
hun  some  preferment,  which,  from  the  want  of  these  minutes, 
he  might  not  then  recollect  to  be  engaged,  and  thus  obtain  a 
promise  of  it;  yet,  if  it  shodld  appear  from  the  inspection  of 
Hiese  mem^nndums  afterwards,  that  such  pneferment  was  pre* 
Q[)g^»ged,  ]  must  agaitt  repeat,  that  in  such  a  case  it  wQ«ld  bet 
a  virtue  to  break  the  unguarded  promise  made  at  dinner,  or  in 
convivial  mirths  and  to  adhere  to  the  first  engagement.  These 
things  have  happened,  do  happen,  and  may  happen  again>  to 
the  roost  temperate  men  living. 

lam 

Neocles'  most  humble  servant, 

W.  D. 

The  fact  is,  that  lord  Granby,  and  his  friend  sir  William, 
appear  to  have  been  both  jolly  companions.  Mr.  Campbell 
says  of  the  latter — ^that  his  favourite  wine  was  Burgundy — the 
bewitching  smiles  of  which  had  an  irresistible  influence  on  his 
hear^.  Life  of  Boy4f  p*  186.  Junius  seems  to  have  appealed 
to  a  known  fact,  as  well  as  to  an  unguarded  expression  of  the 
pen.  Sir  William's  answer  to  the  Ghost  occurs  in  the  same 
newspaper.  Mar.  2,  1769. 

"SIR,  aifton,  Feb.  94. 

"  Sir  W.  D,  presents  his  compliments  to  the  G^iast,  and 

hppes,  that  when  he  shall  please  to  revisit  us,  the  cock  may  not 

craw 
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tef !  For  JnKR7«  miist  not  dunk  to  put  words 
into  my  mouth,  that  seem  too  foul  even  for  fais 
own. 

Mj  fii^d's  political  engiigements  1  know 

item  too  gaddenly^  and  warn  him  hence^  before  he  has  suffi- 
ciently considered  what  sir  W.  says  with  regard  to  anonymous 
wrilers.  They  are  not  condemned  by  him  merely  for  being 
anonymoos^  but  as  they  ate  defiimatory  and  wicked ;  as  they 
act  as  incendiaries,  as  they  pnviiy  shoot  at  tboae  who  are  true 
^kemrt,  and  as  they  basely  atU^  in  the  dark.  When  they  are 
thus  guilty,  they  are  worthy  of  the  severest  censures.  A  very 
fine  writer,  Mr.  Addison,  has  not  stuck  to  rank  them  with 
murderers  and  assassins.  It  were  to  be  wished,  that  all  such 
writers  would  read  the  paper  upon  this  sulject.  No.  451, 
Vol.  y  I.  Sir  W.  hopes  likewise,  that  the  Ghost  will  not  bdieve 
that  flattery,  or  gladiatorial  vanity,  or  any  desire  of  the  golden 
cup,  or  Its  contents,  called  him  forUi. 

''  He  stood  forth  upon  a  principle  that  no  honest  man  should 
be  a^wned  of,  upon  the  principle  of  Horace,  who  nobly  and 
truly  said, 

Amicum 


i  n&n  defhuUi,  aHo  cuipant€ — Hk  niger  est ; 
more  especially  when  that  friend  is  most  unjustly  attacked. 
He  thinks  that  a  real  signature  is  better  than  a  fictitious  one, 
as  the  knowledge  of  tlie  man  is  the  surest  guide  to  form  a  judg- 
ment  of  his  motives  for  writiog.  He  has  indeed  the  vanify  to 
think  that  no  man  living  writes  from  more  Heintereeted  motives 
Omn  himself,  having  studiously  quitted  what  is  called  the  great 
world,  and  dll  its  pwrtwits.  But  he  is  not  so  totally  lost  to  the 
sense  of  worldly  Imowledge,  as  not  to  foriesee  that  the  many 
distractions  of  this  poor  afflicted  country  nrnst  end  in  its  ruin, 
if  some  salutary  means  are  not  speedily  taken  to  prevent  it 
This  kingdom  abounds  widi  great  men,  capable  of  advising  and 
of  acting  in  the  most  efficacious  manner  for  iht  public  good; 

but 
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not,  SO  cannot  pretend  to  explain  them,  or  assert 
their  consistency.  I  know  not  whether  Junius 
be  considerable  enough  to  belong  to  any  party  i 
if  he  should  be  so*  can  he  affirm  that  he  has 

but  unanimity  must  be  the  basis.  If  they  can  be  prevailed 
np<m  to  forgive,  to  forget,  to  unite,  sincerely,  there  is  no  occa- 
sion to  despair  of  the  commcm  wealth.  Sir  W.  cannot  subscribe 
to  the  Ghost's  opinion,  that  the  voxpopuli  is  the  vox  Dei.  It 
would  be  too  irreverent,  it  would  vainly  attempt  to  convert  the 
immutable  Deity  into  a  most  changeable  and  capricious  being ; 
nor  would  httake  even  the  Ghost's  word,  or  that  of  the  greatest 
lawyer  in  the  kingdom^  should  he  affirm  it.  The  voice  of  the 
people  was  heard  loudly  and  strongly  in-  favour  of  our  great 
minister,  Mr^  Pitt.  In  this  one  instance  it  was  just ;  but  was 
it  formerly  less  strong,  less  loud,  in  the  favour  of  Titua  Oates, 
the  most  abandoned  of  men  ?  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  the 
voice  of  truth,  are  not  always  together :  the  latter  must  descend 
from  above,  the  former  but  too  often  arises  from  below.  In 
plain  English,  it  generally  comes  out  of  the  barrel  and  the 
cellar,  as  some  honest  bottle*men  know  full  well.'' 

In  the  following  letter,  inserted  in  the  Pubtic  Advertiser 
about  the  same  time,  lord  Granby  appeiirs  to  have  found  a 
fuller,  if  not  an  abler  advocate,  than  even  his  friend  sir  WiUiam. 
It  has  various  cl^ums  for  an  introduction  in  the  present  plae^; 
but  chiefly,  because  Junius  himself,  in  a  postscript  to  Letr 
ter  V.  (inserted  in  the  copy  that  appeared  in  the  Public  Adver- 
tiser, but  omitted  in  his  own  edition)  notices  it  with  a  view  of 
answering  it;  although  from  a  seomd  resolution,  not  to  re|dy 
under  this  signature  to  anonymous  addresses,  he  never  fulfilled 
bis  intention.    The  postscript  is  as  follows : 

*'  I  had  determined  to  leave  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  the 
quiet  enjoyment  of  his  friend  and  his  bottle;  but  Titus  deserves 
m  answer,  and  shall  have  a  complete  one.'' 


TO 
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always  adhei^  to  one  set  of  men  and  measures  f 
Is  he  sure  that  he  has  never  sided  with  those 
whom  he  was  first  hired  to  abuse  ?  Has  he  never 
abused  those  he  was  hired  to  praise  i  To  say  the 

TO  THE  PRINTER  OP  THE  PUBUC  ADVERTISER. 

SlfL, 

Long  and  impatiently  have  I  wftited  to  see  justice 
done  to  a  much  injured  character.  From  the  goodness  of  the 
cau9e>  my  expectations  were  greats  but  I  have  been  cruelly 
disappointed.  To  enter  the  lists  against  such  an  able  antago- 
nist upon  equal  terms,  would  be  the  height  of  presumption ; 
but  truths  i^inly  and  simply  told>  I  doubt  not«  wilt  shew  itsdf 
superior  to  falsehood,  though  dressed  in  the  most  beautiful 
language  of  the  elegant  Junius. 

Unprejudiced  by  party,  unbiassed  by  faction,  it  grieves  me 
exceedingly,  that  a  spirit  of  licentiousness  should  be  able  so  far 
to  iniKience  some  of  the  greatest  geniuses  of  this  nation.  Is  it 
possiUe  to  see  without  concern  some  of  the  most  respectable 
names,  and  the  most  unexceptionable  characters,  so  uade^ 
servedly  attacked,  and  detraction  conveyed  in  the  most  per- 
suasive language,  from  the  masterly  pen  of  an  accomplished 
writer?  When  every  man  of  superior  talents  ought  to  exert 
himself  to  the  utmost  to  support  the  dignity  of  government,  how 
unfortunate  is  it  that  Uie  greatest  abilities  are  made  subservient 
to  a  factious  spirit,  totally  subversive  of  all  the  princij^s  of 
social  happiness !  But  the  times  are  become  so  unpanionabty 
licentious,  that  the  greater  th^.name,  the  higher  the  vsrk,  Che 
more  dignified  the  character,  and  the  more  exalted  the  station, 
the  more  they  become  the  objecta  of  envy,  while  the  envenomed 
darts  of  illiberal  abuse  are  pointed  by  the  sons  oi  sedition  from 
every  quarter,  with  unparalleled  malice  and  unrelenting  ftiry. 

Subordination  and  sufagection  is  the  province  of  some ;  supe- 
riority and  command  undoubtedly  belongs  to  the  station  of 
others.  Obedience: to  the  laws>  respect  for  the  magistrate,  and 

duty 
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tniti^  ipqsl  m^'»:p<ditie3  sit  mock  toaioosely 
^Ut  tiiem.    Set  aa  ]njr.iKeaid!&  iniiita^ 
naoter  9irft9<lbe  d«f.x)bJ6c^^iliat  engaged  me  in 
thi$  eoDteovecsy^  tp  tfabt  I  ekall  retunu  - 

duty  to'.svpeffionu  .aiv  ^Mseiitially  neoeifeary.in  eviery  w^  go- 
verned state.  Every  attempt  then  to  make  the  laws^  or  the 
magistrate,  be  kse  respected*  aud  every  en(jbeavoQr  to  break  the 
chain  of  subordination^  so  ne/c^esisary  in  civil  society^  tef^ds  to 
the  destruction  of  government,  an4  tQ  the  introduction  of 
anarchy  aodcon&sipn. 

That  factious^  ,turbuLsnt»  licentjkMUs  ^inds  should  ijoake  thifr 
their  const^t.eqcipl^ypept,  b  j^pt  to  ^  wondered  at ;  l^t  ior' 
peojpje  4oi  sen^  ju^gfy^enty  ai;)(i  abilities,  to  nia](£  it  tjneii*  /study, 
is  amazing  indeed ! — ^What endc^  it  answer ? .  Wl^t  purpose 
g})f  it  4iief  ve  I  If  jOur  supieriora  should  do  afiy  ^hing  copt^^ary  to 
tbe  )^Dvs,  or  prejudicial  tq  the  interests  oif  this  country ;  if  liiey 
should  ^8»  any  ipe^i^  tp  encroach  HfOfx  oi)r  liberti^  to  der 
prive  ps  of  our  privil^es^  or  tp  fphver^  tl^  jl^py  iorp^i^gff 
ven^e^ti  which  we  i^ow  ^i^y ;  surely  th^pe  are  other  ineans 
of  xpif/^  left,  bcfaidfi^,  pg|lnipi^jfttiqg  ofagistrales,  jiidge9,  g^ 
m^sii^  and  fninLste^s.  T^ovgb  pai^y  preiudice,  ai^  the  i^.- 
44ienc^  of  pa^ion,  fnfiy.,c^ry  jevefi  nM3n  of  eerm  ^  eprmef 

^ispffsippiate  xpf^^t's  Tfflpctiop,  wiU  jppint  P«t  mon^  «««wti*- 
tutioi^  rcRiedies  %  #jl  ^jur  mjsfi^tii»Bf.^  t^  ^a  feelm»  up-' 
pea|tQ  a;g^ddy,  vnljf^flg,  ^ip^^^m^igipb :  j^  y^py  Uttk 

im^<m^^Mm.wii^  N  ?€ce?!wy  tp  Jwrff^  H  wdl«^,  ib#**^ 

^.  gR?W?5aeftt  ^gi  wl«<*  ^  9^^m  *rPfeP^Sfi»-  . 

JfiNaus  js  pofifei^ pf  iv^fripr  .^tUtpsj  |»^  .bs»  ft.flw  «{ 
fine  Jang*\M[e.ft  \iif  cwup^ndu  *«»  <;««»Q4tiftn  19  IMiUriy. 
\f^  lityle  el^gant»  an4  ^1^  suf9i)g§«)^  of  bk  w<^d|k:be«iiti- 

talents 
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JuKius  Mks  what  instances  my  friend  has 
given  of  his  military  ddll  tod  capacity  as  a  ge- 
neia]  ?  When  and  where  he  gained  his  honour  ? 
Wh«a  he  desenred  his  eoEiolmDents  ?  The  united 


taicBlB  aeeve,  inere  ihey  ismployed  for  4Aie  service  of  his  coun- 
try! Wliat  a  pity  ^ey  AoiM  be  prostituted  to  depreciate 
goveromeftt,  and  made  sufaeervient  to  sach  unpliilos<^hic  pas« 
sions !  uaworUiy  of  the  man-^vnworthy  of  the  pen  ci  the  ac- 
compiiihed  Jimivs  !-^Not  one  of  the  King's  servants  escapes 
him;  but  (lor  what  cause  heaven  knows)  his  most  pdnted 
^afts  hive  been  directed  against  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
\gbo  is^  perhaps,  ^e  most*  unesceptionaUe  character  in  the 
present  adrainistratioii*  I  was  in  hopes  sir  W.  Draper  would 
have  coBlHiued  a  defence  so  worthy  of  his  idMlities ;  but  I 
imagine  he  is  so  busy  at  present  about  buflding  hi»  temple  to 
CoBC»rd>  and  perhaps  so  tafcai  up  with  his  new  friend, '  Mr. 
Wtlktt,  tiiat  he  has  .forgot  the  corM^ohdence  he  gave  rise  to, 
whene  lord  Granby  is  atlaoked  in  a  most  unpardonable  man- 
ner; where  he  has  been  insulted  as  a  soldier,  despised  as  a 
gonfifal,  his  genenosity  laughed  at,  and  even  his  private  hours 
of  social  relaxation  have  been  most  ungenerously  held  up  as  an 
object  of  ridionle  to  die  pubho  eye. — For  shame,  Junius  ! — 
this  was  IM4;  well  done. — WhateiKer  censure  may  be  due  to  a 
man^s  pidilic  diaracter,  it  is  unmanly-^it  is  cruel-i-it  is  vmjust, 
to  bring  the  aecfcts  cf  soetal  awtusement,  and  the  unguarded 
hour  of  convivial  enjoyment,  to  be  held  out  as  an  object  of 
Gcnsure  to  the  unfriendly  woi4d  l*-^ave  you  a  spark  of  gene- 
rosity left,  Jimius !  and  can  you  read  titis  wilhoufe  a  blush  ^ 

My  lord  G«anfay'a  chavactar,  as  a  man,  as  a  soldier,  and 
even  as  a  general,  will  stand  the  test*  Tlie  honesty  of  his  heart, 
the  integi^ty  of  his  inteaitions,'his  iirtreptdity  99  a  soMier,  and 
his  oondoet  as.an  oiker,  mre  uniropeadied.  It  is  true,  his  ta- 
lents aa  €omni«ider  in  chief  have  never  been  tried  in  the  field ; 
hut  if  we  may  be  tjkfped  to  jildge  from  die  whole  of  his  con-* 

duct 
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voice  of  the  army  iirfiich  served  under  him,  the 
glorious  testimony  of  prince  Ferdinand,  and  of 
vanquished  enemies,  all  Germany  will  tell  hinu 
Junius  repeats  the  complaints  of  the  army  against 

duct  during  the  late  w«r  in  Germany,  where  the  execution  of 
many  important  enterprises  were  entrusted  to  him  by  one  of 
the  greatest  generak,  and  one  of  the  best  judges  of  military 
merit,  in  Europe,  we  may  form  great  expectations,  with  the 
highest  probability  of  not  being  disappointied. — He  knows  1u)W 
to  ob^;  he  knows  that  a  good  soldier  never  disputes  the  com- 
mands of  his  superior.    He  always  discharged  his  duty  to  the 
satisfaction  of  duke  Ferdinand,  whose  approbation,  thanks,  and 
acknowledgments  he  repeatedly  obtained.    Wherever  he  was 
employed,  he  gained  honour  to  himself— he  was  beloved  and 
esteemed  by  the  army  under  his  commandr-rhe  was  honour^ 
and  respected  by  the  enemy-*dear  to  the  victors !  generous  to 
the  vanquished !  You  know,  Junius,  that  ht  feared  noi  to  lead 
on  the  cavalry  9t  Minden.     He  gained  glory  and  honour  at 
Warburg.    It  was  the  corps  under  his  command  who  fouglH 
and  gained  the  battle  of  Phillinghailsen.     He  was  principally 
concerned,  and  acted  as  became  the. soldier  and  general  at 
Wilhelmstahl.    And  towardsr  the  end  of  the  war,  when  the 
army  was  so  situated,  that  if  a  rising  ground  on  the  left  had 
been  taken  possession  of  by  the  French,  it  might  have  been 
attended  with  the  worst  consequences;  and  when  the  generals 
destined  to  lead  a  corps  to  occupy  it,  declared  the  service  im- 
practicable, my  lord  Granby  arose  from  a  «ck-bed,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  night,  assumed  the  command  of  the  c<Mrps,  marched, 
with  a  fever  upon  him,  in  an  indement  season,  took  possession 
of  the  post,  and  secured  the  army. — ^This  did  the  soldier! 

Is  it  necessary  to  ask  where  my  Lord  deserved  every  thing  he 
has  got  after  this  ?  These  are  but  few  instances,  among- many 
others,  where  his  Lordsb^  acquired  unfadmg  laurdi).  But  after 
all,  what  are  the  posts — what  are  the  onpfeymente  of  trust  and 

profit 
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parliamentary  influence.  I  love  the  army  too 
well,  not  to  wish  that  such  influence  were  less. 
Let  Junius  point  out  the  time  when  it  has  not 

profit  which  he  has  centered  in  himself  and  family,  since  he 
became  commander  in  chief?  He  is  at  the  head  of  the  army 
without  pay;  one  of  the  name  of  Manners  has  been  promoted 
from  half-pay  to  a  troop,  and  another  he  has  appointed  his  aid- 
de-camp  :  and  those  of  his  friends,  who  have  been  distinguished 
by  royal  favour,  are  so  eminent  in  their  profession,  that 
hitherto  the  tongue  of  malice  has  not  dared  to  move  against 
them.  His  own  employments  are  marks  of  royal  favour  and 
confidence,  the  consequence  of  long  and  faithful  services.—* 
These  were  not  acquired  by  factious  conduct,  or  licentious  scrib- 
bling :  no.  Sir,  he,  like  every  man  of  honour,  would  disdain  to 
be  distinguished  by  sudi  inglorious  means. 

Well  do  you  know,  Junius,  that  it  would  have  been  in  vain 
for  my  lord  Granby  to  have  opposed  the  nomination  of  my 
lord  Percy ;  and  you  know  as  well,  that  this  is  not  the  filrst 
tmie  ministerial  influence  has  been  too  powerful  for  a  military 
conmiander.  It  is  equally  ungenerous  and  unjust  therefore,  to 
say  that  he  has  betrayed  the  interests  of  the  army.  It  is 
well  known»  that  the  general  condition  of  the  army  is  better, 
much  better,  at  present,  than  it  has  been  for  many  years,  even 
in  America,  and  the  garrisons  abroad :  your  information  there- 
fore is  ill  founded  in  this  point ;  but  the  truth  is,  Junius  is  ho 
friend  to  lord  Granby,  and  is  willing  to  believe^  and  ready  to 
propagate,  every  infamous  report  to  his  disadvantage. 

My  lord  Granby's  generosity.  Sir,  knows  no  bounds ;  but 
it  is  directed  to  much  noUer  o|>ject8  than  you  would  endeavonr 
to  insinuate.  OfWn  have  I  seod  his  generous  hand  stretched 
out  to  simply  the  wants  of  the  needy  sddier;  nor  did  the 
meanest  follower  of  the  camp  go  hui^y  from  his  door.  His 
house  was  o^^  equidly  to  British  and  foreigners:  hb  table 
was  hospitality  itsdf,  and  his  generous,  open  countenance  gave 

a  hearty 
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s 

{M30vailedL  It  wae  of  the  least  force  in  the  ixme 
of  that  great  maii»  the  late  duke  of  Cumberland^ 
whO)  as  a  piince  x£  the  blood,  was  able  as  y/r^ 

a  hearty  wdcome  to  all  his  guests.  Henee  harmony  reigned 
through  the  whole  army»  disputes  bad  ao  exiftence,  and  eS^ 
eers  of  different  nations  emulated  the  social  virtues  of  the 
British  chief.  By  sHeb  means  he  gained  the  hearts  of  all  the 
sritty  I  they  foHowed  him  with  confidence^  and  ieugfat  under 
him  frpm  attachment.  No  danger  was  too  much— 410  at- 
teufipt  too  daring,  under  his  command.  Whatever  Junius 
may  thmk  (though  he  may*  foor  aught  I  know,  he  pafsctfy 
unacfumnied  with  them  himscffj  the  gaining  the  affections  of 
tb?  soldiers  will  always  be  esteemed  tu>  mean  guaKficatimi  in 
tgmi0nd. 

My  lord  Granby  has  his  f<iHfoles  and  weaknesaei^  no  doubt 
of  it ;  so  has  every  mail*  Is  there  one  on  earth  perfect  ?  But 
to  expose  tbes^  foibles  and  weaknesses  with  alt  the  power  of 
per$uasive  language,  while  you  conceal,  «hghtly  pass  over,  or 
^deayowr  to  Hdicule  those  shimng  parts  of  his  dwrader, 
tho^.  emioient  virtuea  which  you  cannot  imitate,  it  is  ungene* 
rous,  and  very  unlike  the  gentleman. 

You  win  fongive  me,  I  hope,  Mr.  Printer,  for  troubling  you 
with  an  epistk  of  such  an  amazing  length;  but  I  hope  you 
voU  think  vriA  me  that  the  suhfect  required  it.  i  acknow- 
ledge mysdf  very  uneiqiial  to  speak  of  my  Lord  m  he  deserves; 
but  I  hmre  attonpied  dii?  much,  &ouk  an  opini<m,  that  when 
such  an  unexceptionable  cfaaract^  is  attacked,  the  de^noce  be- 
comes a  public  concern.  It  matters  not,  whether  the  malicious 
dart  be  pointed  from  die  closet  courage  of  a  disgraced  soldier, 
the  ^watorieai  powcn  iof  a  disappointed  dependant  politician, 
or  frdm  the  mmd  ravings  of  a  lunatic  adventurer ;  the  seniible, 
unprejndiced  part  of  mankind  will  see  their  infemous  motives, 
and  thejT  will  alike  despiie  ihe  iffiberai  production  and  the  ur- 
generotts  author.    Trrus.    edit. 
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ag*  mffing  to  Mem  a  torrent  idnch  would  have 
overborne  any  private  subject.  In  time  of  war 
this  influence  is  small.  In  peace,  when  discon* 
tent  and  ftction  have  the  sorest  means  to  ope« 
rate,  especially  in  this  country,  and  when,  from 
a  scarcity  of  public  sj^'rit,  the  wheels  of  go* 
vetnment  are  rarely  moved,,  but  by  ^e  power 
and  force  of  obhgations,  its  weight  is  always 
too  great.  Yet,  if  this  influence  at  present  has 
dcme  no  greater  harm  than  the  placing  earl 
Percy  at  the  head  of  a  r^ment,  I  do  not  think 
that  either  the  rijghts  or  best  interests  of  the 
army  are  sacrificed  and  betrayed,  or  the  nation 
undone.  Let  me  ask  Junius,  if  he  knows  any 
one  nobleman  in  the  army,  who  has  had  a  t egi* 
ment  by  seniority  i  I  fedi  myself  happy  in  see* 
ing  young  noblemen  of  iUustiious  name  and 
great  pjroperty  come  among  us.  They  are  an 
additional  security  to  the  kingdom  from  foreign 
or  domestic  i^very.  Junius  needis^  not  Jbe  told, 
tiiat  should  the  time  ever  come,  when  this  nation 
is  to  be  defended  only  by  those,  who  have  no^ 
thing  more  to  lose  than  their  arms  and  thdr  pay, 
its  danger  will  be  great  indeed.  A  happy  mix- 
ture of  men  of  quality  witii  sddiers  of  flntune 
is  always  to  be  wished  for.  But  the  main  point 
is  still  to  be  contended  for,  I  mean  the  discipline 
^nA  condition  of  the  army,  and  I  still  must 
maintain,  though  contradicted  by  Junius,  that 
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it  was  never  upon  a  more  respectable  footing,  as 
to  all  the  essentials  that  can,  form  good  soldiers, 
than  it  is  at  present.  ^  Junius  is  forced  to.  allow, 
that  our  army  at  home  may  be  in  some  tolerable 
order;  yet  how  kindly  does  he.  invite  our  late 
enemies  to  the  invasion  of  Ireland,  by  assuring 
them  that  the  army  in  that  kingdom  is  totally 
iruined !  (The  cplonels  of  that  army  are  much, 
obliged  to  him.)  I  have  too  great  an  opinion  of 
the  military  talents  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  and 
of  their  diligence  and  capacity,  to  believe  it. 
If  from  some  strange,  unaccountable  fataUty,  the 
people  of  that  kingdom  cannot  be  induced  to. 
consult  their  own  seciu*ity,  by  such  an  effectual 
augmentation,  as  oiay  enable,  the  troops,  there 
to  act  with  power  and  energy,  is  the  Commander 
in  Chief  here  to  blame  ?  Or  is  he"  to  blame,  bcr 
cause  the  troops  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  the. 
West  Indies,  in  America,  labour  under  great 
difficulties  from  the  scarcity  of  men,  which  is 
but  too  visible  all  over  these  kingdoms !  Many 
of  our  forces  are  in  climates  unfavourable  to 
British  constitutions :  their  loss  is  in  proportion. 
Britain  must  recruit  all  these  regiments  from  her 
own  emaciated  bosom,  or,  more  precariously,  by 
Catholics  from  Ireland.  We  are  likewise  sub- 
ject to  the  fatal  drains  to  the  East  Indies,  to 
Senegal,  and  the  alarming  emigrations  of  our 
people  to  other  countries  :     Such  depopulation 
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can  only  be  repaired  by  a.  long  peace,  or  by 
some  sensible  bill  of  naturalization. 

I  must  now  take  the  liberty  to  talk  to  Juntos 
on  my  own.  account.  He  is  pleased  to  tell  me 
that  he  addresses  himself  to  me  pcrsanalfy.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  see  him.  It  is  his  knpersanaUty 
that  I  complain  of,  and  his  invisible  attacks; 
for  his  dagger  in  the  air  is  pnly  to  be  regarded, 
beoause  one  cannot  see  the  hand  which  holds  it ; 
but  had  he  not  wounded  other  people  more  deep* 
ly  than  mysdf,  I  should  not  have  obtruded  my< 
self  at  all  on  the  patience  of  the  public. 

Mark  how  a  plain  tale  shall  put  him  down, 
and  transAise  the  blush  of  my  ribband  into  his 
o¥m  cheeks.  Junius  tells  Qie,  that,  at  my  re- 
turn, I  zealously  undertook  the  cause  of  the 
gallant  army,  by  whose  bravary  at  Manilla  my 
own  fortunes  were  established;  that  I  com- 
plained, that  I  even  appealed  to  the  public.  I 
did  so ;  I  glory  in  having  done  so,  as  I  had  an 
lindoubted  right  to  vindicate  my  own  character, 
attacked  by  a  Spanish  memorial,  and  to  assert 
the  rights  of  my  brave  companions.  I  glory 
likewise  that  I  have  never  taken  up  my  pen,  but 
to  vindicate  the  injured.  Junius  asks  by  what 
accident  did  it  happen,  that  in  the  midst  of  all 
this  bustle,  and  all  these  clamours  for  justice  to 
the  injured  troops,  the  Manilla  ransom  was  sudr 
denly  buried  in  a  profound,  and,  since  that  time. 
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9a  tmitttefnipted  silence?  I  vM  eipbdn  die 
cause  to  the  pu^blic^  Tb«  seveml  iMnktefs  mho 
kfitv^  l>een  employed  i&i^e  ti^  lAme  Insure  ^een 
vay  dtmcm  to*  do  lis  justice^froni'  two  most  kiHt> 
ible  toothy  a  9tmflg  ineliti«ii(»l  to  dissist  injured 
bhiverf ,  mi  to  sicq^ire  ^  wedUt  deserved  ^pula- 
rity  t6<  thettl^lves.  Thisk  effi>rts  Ifa^e  beed.  in 
V9m.  (^me  if  ere  ingesi«i€^  encmgh  ta  ov^^ 
that  ihey  could  ti^  thi^k  of  involving  thi»  dli^ 
tttessed  nottan  iMd  another  war  for  oor  private 
e<mcem»4  In  short,  our  rights  for  the  present, 
are  sacrificed  tc^  naticmal  eomrenienee;  and  I 
nitist  ctmfemi  thkt  although  I  maly  tose  £hre*and- 
twefity  the*is€tttd  pounds  by  thdr  adqaieteence  i6 
this  breach  (^Mth  m  the  S^poniards,  I  iJriiik  they 
are  in  the  right  to  temporize, .  com^dering  iSie 
etitical  sitttafibri  of  this  country,  eonvufi^  in 
every  part  by  poison  inlused  hy  anofFymoud-, 
"isricked,  and  ineency^a^writepsr.  l.ord  Sheftrame 
vnU  do  me  the  jtist^e  to  dwn,  that^ifi  Siepteflibe^ 
last,  I  waited  upon  him  with  a  Joint  «leW<»idl 
from-  the  admiral  m  !%•  Cortt^  and  myscflfy^  hi 
behalf  of  our  injured  eompaniotts.  His  LordsMp 
was  as  frank  upM  the  occasion  as  othfer  secretEi* 
ries  had'  been  before  him.  He  did  not  ^Ceive 
us  by  giving  any  immediate  hopes  (^  reHef* 

Junius  would  basefy  insinuate,  that  my  silence 
may  haVe  been  purchased  by  my  goverttnaent, 
by  my  blushing  ribband,  by  my  regiment,  by  the 
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sale  of  that  regiment,  and  by  my  bolf-pay  as  an 
Irish  colonel. 

His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  give  me  my  go- 
vernment*, for  my  services  at  Madras.    I  had 
my  first  regiment  in   1757.     Upon  my  retam 
£rom  Manilla,  his  Majesty,  by  lord  Egremont, 
informed  me,  that  I  should  have  the  first  vacant 
red  ribband,  as  a  reward  for  my  services  in  an 
enterprise,  which  I  had  planned  as  well  as  exe- 
cnted.    The  duke  of  Bedford  and  Mn  Grenvill^ 
confirmed  those  assurances  many  months  before 
the  Spaniards  had  protested  the  ransom  bills* 
To  accommodate  lord  Clive,  then  going'  upon  a 
most  important  service  to  Bengal,.  1  waved  my 
claim  to  the  vacancy  which  then  happened*.  As 
there  was  no  other  vacancy  until  the  duke  of 
Grafton  and  lord  Rockingham  were  joint  mu 
msters,^  I  was  then  honoured  with  the  order, 
and  it  is  surely  no  small  honour  to  me,  that  in 
such  a  succession  of  ministers,  they  were  all 
pleased  to  think  that  I  had  deserved  it ;  in  my 
&vour  they  were  all  united.    Upon  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  79th  regiment,  which  had  served  so 
gloriously  in  the  East  Indies,^  his  Majesty,  un- 
solicited by  me,  gave  me  the  16th  of  foot  as  aa 
equivalent.     My  motives  for  retiiing  afterwards 
are  foreign  to  the  purpose ;  let  it  suffice,  that 

*  Yarmouth,    edit. 
VOL.  I.  1?  F 
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his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  approve  of  tbem ; 
they  are  such  as  no  man  can  think  indecent, 
who  knows  the  shocks  that  repeated  vicisaitudes 
of  heat  and  cold,  of  dimgerons  and  sickly  cli- 
mates, will  give  to  the  best  constitutions  in  a 
pretty  long  course  of  seiTice.  I  resigned  my 
regiment  to  colonel  Gisborne,  a  very  good  offi- 
cer, for  bis  half^^pay,  and  20QL  Irish  antniity* } 
so  that,  according  to  Junius,  I  bave  been  bribed 
to  say  nothing  more  of  the  Manilla  ransom,  and 
sacrifioe  those  brave  men  by  the  strange  avarice 
of  accepting  three  hunds^  and  eighty  pounds 
per  anmmi,  and  giving  op  eight  hundred !  If  iHs 
he  bribery,  it  is  not  the  bribery  of  these  times* 
As  to  my  flattery,  those  who  know  me  will  |udge 
of  it.    By  th^  aiqperity  of  JiTNitrs's  style,  1  can- 

*  The  letter,  a«  it  appeared  in  the  Public  Advertiser,  stated, 
by  mistake,  **  twelve  hundred  pounds  Irish  annuity  f  and  the 
error  has  been  hitherto  propagated  through  every  edition  of 
JuNivs's  Letters,  wilfiotit  a  single  ei^ceptioA,  In  andte  ad- 
(dressed  to  the  jprinter,  however,  and  publislied  in  the  same 
newspaper,  Feb.  22, 1769,  the  nuslake  is  auiouBod,  and  ootp- 
rected  as  follows^ 


SIR, 


.    I  *EG  the  favour  of  you  to  correct  the  following  crr^ir 
in  ray  answer  to  f  ukhjs. 

Instead  of  19001.  trfoase  «o  fmi, ''  aad  &Bbl.  IxVk  dimity/' 

.1  dm.  Stir, 

Yours^  &c. 

W.  DRAPER. 
Feb,  19.  EDIT. 
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not  indeed  call  him  a  flatteiHsr,  unless  it  be  as 
a  cynic  or  a  mastiff;  if  he  wags  his  tail,  he  will 
still  gfovA,  and  long  to  bite.  The  public  will 
now  judge  of  the  credit  that  ought  to  be  given 
to  JuNius*s  writings,  from  the  falsities  that  he 
has  insinuated  with  respect  to  myself. 

WILLIAM  DRAPER. 


LETTER  V. 


TO  SIR  WILLIAM  DRAPBR,    KNIGHT  OP  THE  BATH. 

SIR,  21  Fehrmty,  HifS. 

I  SHOULD  justly  be  suspected  of  acting 
upon  motives  of  more  than  common  enmity  to 
lord  Granby,  if  I  continued  to  give  yen  fte^ 
materials  or  occasion  for  writing  in  his  defence. 
Individuals  who  hate,  and  the  public  who  despise 
him,  have  read  yoter  letters,  sir  William,  wi<Ji 
infinitely  more  satisfection  than  mine.  Unfor- 
tunately for  him,  his  reputation,  like  that  un- 
hapt)y  countiy  to  which  you  refer  mfe  for  his  last 
military  achifevements,  has  suffered  mote  by  his 

iSiends  than  his  demies.    In  tfiercy  to  him,  let 

•    •       •  » 

-m  diop  the  ^ubjeet.  For  ttiy  own  part,  I  will- 
ingly leave  it  to  the  pdMJc  to  determine  whethet 
your  vindicattion  of  your  fHetid  has  been  as  able 
and  jilcficious,  As  it  was  certainly  well  intended  j 

F  F  2 
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and  you,  I  think,  may  be  satisfied  with  the 
warm  acknowledgments  he  akeady  owes  you, 
for  making  him  the  principal  figure  in  a  piece, 
in  which,  but  for  your  amicable  assistance,  he 
might  have  passed  without  particular  notice  or 
distinction. 

In  justice  to  your  friends,  let  your  future 
labours  be  confined  to  the  care  of  your  own  re- 
putation. Your  declaration,  that  you  are  happy 
in  seeing  young  noblemen  come  among  us^  id 
liable  to  two  objections.  With  respect  to  lord 
Percy,  it  means  nothing,  for  he  was  already  in 
the  army.  He  was  aid-de-camp  to  the  King, 
and  had  the  rank  of  colonel.  A  regiment  there- 
fore could  not  make  him  a  more  military  man, 
though  it  made  him  richer,  and  probably  at  the 
expense  of  some  brave,  deserving,  friendless  offi- 
cer.— The  other  concerns  yourself.  After  selling 
the  companions  of  your  victory  in  one  instance, 
and  after  selling  your  profession  in  the  other, 
by  what  authority  do  you  presume  to  call  your- 
self a  soldier  ?  .  The  plain  evidence  of  facts  is 
superior  to  all  declarations.  Before  you  were 
appointed  to  the  16th  regiment,  your  complaints 
were  a  distress  to  government; — ^from  that  mo- 
ment you  were  silent.  The  conclusion  is  inr 
eyitable.  You  insinuate  to  us  that  your  ill  jstate 
of  health  obliged  you  to  quit  the  service.  The 
retiren^ent  ni^essary  to  repair  a  broken  consti- 
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tution  would  have  been  as  good  a  reason  for  not 
accepting,  as  for  resigning  the  command  of  a 
regiment.  There  is  certainly  an  error  of  the 
press,  or  an  affected  obscurity  in  that  paragraph, 
where  you  speak  of  your  bargain  with  colonel 
Gisbome  *.  Instead  of  attempting  to  answer 
what  I  really  do  not  understand,  permit  me  to 
explain  to  the  public  what  I  really  know.  In 
exchange  for  your  regiment,  you  accepted  of  a 
coIonePs  half-pay  (at  least  220/.  a  year)  and  an 
annuity  of  200/.  for  your  own  and  lady  Draper's 

life  jointly. And  is  this  the  losing  bargain, 

which  you  would  represent  to  us,  as  if  you  had 
given  up  an  income  of  800/.  a  year  for  380/.  ? 
Was  it  decent,  was  it  honourable,  in  a  man  who 
pretends  to  love  the  army,  and  calls  himself  a 
soldier,  to  make  a  traffic  of  the  royal  favour, 
and  turn  the  highest  honour  of  an  active  pro- 
fession into  a  sordid  provision  for  himself  and 
his  &mily?  It  were  unworthy  of  me  to  press 
you  ferther.  The  contempt  with  which  the  whole 
army  heard  of  the  manner  of  your  retreat,  as- 
sures me  that  as  your  conduct  was  not  justified 
by  precedent,  it  will  never  be  thought  an  ex» 
ample  for  imitation. 

The  last  and  most  important  question  re- 

*  See  the  error  corrected  in  the  editor's  note  to  the  preceding; 
Letter,    edit. 
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mains.  When  yoa  receive  your  half-pay,  do  you. 
Of  do  you  not,  take  a  solemn  oath,  o/r  sign  a  de- 
claration upon  honour,  to  the  following  eflfect? 
ThiU  you  do  not  actual^  hold  ar^  place  (^  profiU 
cwil  armStarjff  tmder  his  Majesty.  The  charge 
which  this  question  plainly  conveys  against  you, 
is  of  so  shocking  a  complexion,  that  I  sincerely 
wish  you  may  be  able  to  answer  it  well,  not 
merely  for  the  colour*  of  your  reputation,,  but  for 

your  own  inward  peace  of  mind. 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER  VL 


TO  THE  PRINTER  OF  THE  PUBLIC  ADVERTISER* 

SIR,  27  February,  1769. 

I  HAVE  a  very  short  answer  for  Jump's 
important  question :  I  do  not  either  take  an 
oath,  or  declare  upon  honour,  that  I  have  no 
place  of  proft;,  cidl  or  military,  when  I  receive 
the  hatf-pay  as  an  Irish  colonel.  My  most  gra- 
cious Sovereign  gives  it  me  as  a  pension ;  he 
was  pleased  to  think  I  deserved  it.  The  an- 
nuity of  200/.  Irish,  and  the  equivalent  for  tha 
half-pay  together,  produde  no  more  than  S80/. 
per  annum,  clear  of  fees  and  perquisites  of 
office*    I  ireceive  167/.  from  my  government  of 
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Ygrmoutb«  Total'  547^  per  aiimim.  My  con- 
science isi  mvicb  ^t  ease  in  dif^e  particalavs; 
my  friendft  nee4  not  Mui^  for  me# 

JuNK>a  makes  much  and  firequent  use  of 
interrelations^ :  tbey  are  arms  that  may  be  easily 
tDr&ed  ag^nst  tumsei£     I  could^  by  midici€»s 
int^TOgations»  disturb  the  peace  of  the  most 
virtuous  man  in  the  kingdom ;  I  could  take  the 
decalqgue,  and  say  to  one  man.  Did  you  never 
ffteal?    To  the  next,  Did  you  never  commit 
murder  ?  And  to  JvmvB  himself,  who  is  put- 
ting my  ]i&  and  6ondiK:t  to  the  rack,  Did  you 
never  bear  false  witness  against  thy  neighbour  ^ 
Junius  n^ast  easily  see,  that  unless  he  afBrmfli 
the  contrary  in  his  real  name,  some  people  who 
may  be  as  ignorant  of  him  as  I  am,  will  be  apt 
to  suspect  him  of  having  deviated  a  little  fVom 
the  truth:  therefore  let  Junius  ask  no  more 

questions*  You  bite  against  a  file :  cease,  viper. 

W. ». 


J^ETTER  VII. 

TO   SIR   WILLIAM    DRAFER,    &NIGHT    OF  THE  BATH. 
SIM,  ^  March,  1769. 

An  academical  education  has  given  you 
an  unlimited  command  over  the  most  beautiful 
fifwes  of  speech*     Masks,  hatchets,  racks,  ^nd 
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vipers  dance  through  your  letters  in  all  the 
mazes  of  metaphorical  confusion.  These  are 
the  gloomy  companions  of  a  disturbed  imagi^^ 
nation ;  the  melancholy  madness  of  poetry,  with- 
out the  inspiration.  I  will  not  contend  with 
you  in  point  of  composition.  You  are  a  scholar, 
sir  William,  and,  if  I  am  tiruly  informed,  you 
write  Latin  with  almoin  as  much  purity  as 
English.  Suffer  me  then,  for  I  am  a  plain  un« 
lettered  man,  to  continue  that  style  of  interroga- 
tion, which  suits  my  capacity,  and  to  which, 
considering  the  readiness  of  your  answers,  you 
ought  to  have  no  objection.  Even  Mr.  Bingley* 
promises  to  answer,  if  put  to  the  t<Hture. 

*  This  *nan,  being  committed  by  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  for  a  contempt,  voluutarily  m«cleoaih,  that  he  would 
never  answer  interrogatories,  unless  he  should  be  put  to  the 
torture,     author. 

Bingley  was  by  trade  a  printer ;  and  in  the  character  here 
referred  to^  a  witness  for  the  crown,  in  a  cause  between  govern- 
ment and  Wilkes.  It  is  difficult  to  say  for  what  purpose  this 
man  was  subpoenaed  on  either  side :  for  his  obstinacy  was  so 
extreme,  that  he  could  not  be  induced  to  answer  the  interroffa- 
tories  addressed  to  him  on  the  part  either  of  the  plaintiff  or 
defendant.  It  was  on  this  account  he  was  committed  to  the 
King's.  Bench  prison,  where  he  continued  as  refractory  as  io 
the  King's  Bench  Court — he  was  at  length  discharged,  on  the 
motion  of  the  Attorney  General,  without  any  submission  on 
his  own  part,  from  the  mere  idea  that  he  had  suflered  severely 
enough  for  bis  contumacy.— See  a  further  account  of  this* 
transaction,  Junius,  Letter  lai.  Vol.  II., p.  168,  note,    bWt.  • 
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Do  you  then  really  think  that,  if  1  were 
to  ask  a  most  virtuous  man  whether  he  ever 
committed  theft,  or  murder,  it  would  disturb 
his  peace  of  mjnd  ?  Such  a  question  might 
perhaps  discompose  the  gravity  of  his  muscles, 
but  I  believe  it  would  little  affect  the  tranquillity 
of  his  conscience.  Examine  your  own  breast, 
sir  William,  and  you  will  discover,  that  re- 
proaches and  enquiries  have  no  power  to  afflict 
either  the  man  of  unblemished  integrity,  or  the 
abandoned  profligate.  It  is  the  middle  com* 
pound  character  which  alone  is  vulnerable :  the 
man,  who,  without  firmness  enough  to  avoid  a 
dishonourable  action,  has  feeling  enough  to  be 
ashamed  of  it. 

I  thank  you  for  your  hint  of  the  decalogue, 
and  shall  take  an  opportunity  of  applying  it  to 
some  of  your  most  virtuous  friends  in  both  houses 
of  parliament. 

You  seem  to  have  dropped  the  afiair  of  your 
regiment;  so  let  it  rest.  When  you  are  ap- 
pointed to  another,  I  dare  say  ypu  will  not  sell 
it  either  for  a  gross  sum,  or  for  an  annuity 
upon  lives. 

I  am  truly  glad  (for  really,  sir  William,  I 
am  not  your  enemy,  nor  did  I  begin  this  contest 
with  you*)  that  you  have  been  able  to  clear 

*  The  politics  of  sir  William  Draper  were  certainly  not 
violent,  and  he  appears  to  have  been  rather  a  private  friend  of 

the 
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yourself  of  a  crime,  thoqgh  at  the  expenae  of 
the  highest  indiscretioii.  You  say  that  your 
hsdf-pay  wa»  given  you  by  .way  of  pension.  I 
vail  not  dwell  upon  the  singularity  (^  uniting 
in  your  ^wn  person  two  sorts  of  proviak>n, 
which  in  their  own  nature,  and  in  all  military 

the  Marqais'a  tb«ui  a  pvrtiean  on  either  sMe  of  the  questi<»i. 
The  fc^owing  letter,  published  by  him  in  the  Public  Advertiser, 
in  the  very  midst  of  his  dispute  witji  Junius,  is  highly 
creditable  to  his  liberality^  and  sufficiently  proves  the  truth  of 
Che  assertion  of  Junius,  that  he  «ould  not  be,  at  least  upon 
Ipotitical  principles,  ^r  Wilitam's  enemy. 

TO    THE    PRINTER. 

SIR,  Clifton,  February  Gih,  1769. 

If  the  voice  of  a  weM-meaning  individual  codd  be 
ipeftrd  wnickt;  the  clamour,  fury,  ami  madness  of  the  times, 
would  it  appear  too  rash  a»d  presumptuous  to  pn^Kise  to  the 
public,  that  an  act  of  indemnity  and  oblivion  may  be  made  for 
all  past  transactions  and  ofiences,  as  well  with  respect  to  Mr. 
I^Tilkes  as  to  our  colonies  ?  Such  sahitary  expedients  have 
been  embrae^by  the  wisestof  nations:  such  expedients  have 
bef n  made  use  <^  by  yur  ^wn,  whjen  the  public  confimoa 
had  arrived  to  some  vefy  d^gerous  and  alarming  crisis;  and 
I  believe  it  needs  not  the  gift  of  prophecy  to  foretell  that  some 
such  crisis  is  now  approaching.  Perhaps  it  will  be  more  wise 
and  praiseworthy  ta  tnake  such  an  act  immediately,  in  order 
to  )«veBt  the  posobility  (net  to  say  the  pn^bi^bility)  of  an 
ilwuTriecjtion  at  home  and  in  our  dependencies  af>n)ad»  than  it 
will  be  to  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  one  after  the  mischief 
has  been  done,  and  the  kingdom  has  groaned  under  idl  the 
miseries  that  avarice,    ambition,  hypocrisy,  and  madness, 

could 
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and  parli4tmeQtai:y  views^  ar^  iQQOflipatible ;  but 
I  call  upon  you  to  ju^ify  tka^  dedjaratioo^  where- 
ifk  you  cbaig^  your  Sovereign  with  baying  done 
^a  ad  ift  your  £ivour,  notodoualy  against  law. 
The  half*pay,  both  in  Ireland  and  England,  is 
appropriated  by  parliament ;  and  if  it  be  given 

could  inflict  upon  it.     An  act  of  grace^   indemnity)  and 
oblivion X  was  passed  at  the  restoration  of  king  Charles  the 
second ;  but  I  will  venture  to  say  that  had  such  an  act  been 
seasonably  passed  in  the  r^ign  of  his  unhappy  father^  the  civil 
war  had  been  prevented,  and  no  restoration  had  been  necessary. 
.    Is  it  too  late  to  recall  all  the  messengers  and  edicts  of  wralh  ? 
Cannot  the  money  that  is  now  wasted  in  endless  and  mutual 
prosecutions,  and  in  stopping  the  mouth  of  one  person,  and 
opening  that  of  another,  be  better  employed  in   erecting  a 
temple  to  Concord  ?     Let  Mr.  Wilkes  lay  the  first  stone,  and 
such  a  stone  an  I  hope  the  bmlders  will  not  refbsfs;    May  this 
parliament,    to  use   lord  Clarei^doh's  eicpression*  be  eaUed 
"  The  healing  parliament!''  May  our  foul  wounds  becleapsed 
and  then  closed !     The  English  have  been  as  famous  for  good- 
nature as  for  valour :  let  it  not  be  said  that  such  qualities  are 
degenerated  into  savage  f(»r6oity.    If  anjr  of  my  (Hends  in 
either  house  of  legislature  shall  coiid«ceiii  tO' li^eo  itand 
improve  these  hints,  I  shall  think  that  I  have  not  li;ired  ip 
vain. 

WILLIAM  DRAPER. 

Sir  WiHitoi,  in  return,  if  he  erer  had  any  personal  enmity 
against  JvNiua,  appears  to  have  relinquished  it  completely  a 
shoit  time  after  the  contest,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  follow* 
ing  anecdote  given  by  Mr.  Campbell  iA  bid  life  of  Hugh  ^yd> 
p.  185. 

'^  Some  BMhthi  after  the  Letters  of  JoNtus  were  published 
collectively,  Boyd  met  sir  WilHlim  Draper  at  the  tennis  court, 

where 
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to  persons  who,  like  you,  are  legally  incapable 
of  holding  it,  it  is  a  breach  of  law.  It  would 
have  been  more  decent  in  you  to  have  called 
this  dishonourable  transaction  by  its  true  name; 
a  job  to  accommodate  two  persons,  by  particular 
interest  and  management  at  the  Castle.  What 
sense  must  government  have  had  of  your  services, 
whfen  the  rewards  they  have  given  you  are  only 
a  disgrace  to  you ! 

.  And  now,  sir  William,  I  shall  take  my 
leave  of  you  for  ever.  Motives  very  different 
from  any  apprehension  of  your  resentment, 
make  it  impossible  you  should  ever  know  me. 
In  truth,  you  have  some  reason  to  hold  your- 
self indebted  to  me.  From  the  lessons  I  have 
given  you,  you  may  collect  a  profitable  instruct- 
ion for  your  future  life.  They  will  either  teach 
you  so  to  regulate  your  conduct,  as  to  be  able 
to  set  the  most  malicious  inquiries  at  defiance ; 
or,  if  that  be  a  lost  hope^  they  will  teach  you 
prudence  enough  not  to  attract  the  public  at- 
tention to  a  character,  which  wiU  only  pass 

where  their  acquaintance  was  originally  formed  in  the  year 
1769,  and  where  (being  both  great  tennis  players)  they  used 
often  to  meet;  the  conversation  turning  upon  Jutritrs^  sir 
William  observed,  *'  That  though  Junius  had  treated  him 
with  extreme  severity,  he  now  looked  upon  him  as  a  very 
honest  fellow ;  that  he  freely  forgave  him  for  the  bitterness  6f 
his  censures,  and  that  there  was  no  man  with  whcHSi-he  would 
more  gladly  drink  a  bottle  of  old  Bui^ndy/*   edit. 
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Mnthout  censure,  when  it  passes  without  obser- 

vation. 

JUNIUS. 

It  has  been  said,  and  I  believe  truly,  that  it  was  signified 
to  sir  William  Draper,  as  the  request  of  lord  Granby,  that  he 
should  desist  from  writing  in  his  Lordship's  defence.  Sir 
William  Draper  certainly  drew  Junius  forward  to  say  more  of 
lord  Granby's  character,  than  he  originally  intended.  He  was 
reduced  to  the  dilemma  of  either  being  totally  silenced,  or  of 
supporting  his  first  letter.  Whether  sir  William  had  a  right 
to  reduce  him  to  this  dilemma,  or  to  call  upon  him  for  his  name, 
after  a  voluntary  attack  on  his  side,  are  questions  submitted  to 
the  candor  of  the  public. — ^The  death  of  lord  Granby  was  la- 
mented by  Junius.  He  undoubtedly  owed  some  compensations 
to  the  public,  and  seemed  determined  to  acquit  himself  of 
them.  In  private  life,  he  was  unquestionably  that  good  man, 
who,  for  the  interest  of  his  country,  ought  to  have  been  a  great 
one.  Bonum  virum  facili  dixeris ; — magnum  libeiiter,  1  speak 
of  him  now  without  partiality  ; — I  never  spoke  of  him  with 
"reseatment.  His  mistakes,  in  public  conduct,  did  not  arise 
cither  from  want  of  sentiment,  or  want  of  judgment,  but  in 
general  from  the  difficulty  of  saying  no  to  the  bad  people  who 
surrounded  him. 

As  for  the  rest,  the  friends  of  lord  Granby  should  remember^ 
that  he  himself  thought  proper  to  condemn,  retract,  and  dis- 
avow, by  a  most  solemn  declaration  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  very  system  of  political  conduct,  which  Junius  had  held 
forth  to  the  disapprobation  of  the  public,     author. 

This  took  place  January  the  30th,  1770,  in  a  committee  on 
the  state  of  the  nation,  in  which  the  afiair  of  the  Middlesex 
election  was  particularly  discussed ;  and  on  which  occasion 
the  marquis  of  Granby  delivered  himself  as  follows  : — 

'M  am  sorry  I  am  obliged  to  declare  myself  against  the 
motion ;  but  I  cannot  see  what  right  this  House  can  have  to  re* 
ceive  any  person  into  it  as  a  member  except  by  the  full  choice 
of  his  constituents.    It  was  for  want  of  considering, the  nice 

distinction 
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LETTER  Vin. 

TO    UlS    GRACE   THE   DUKE   OF    GRAFTON. 

MY  LORD,  18  March,  1169. 

Before  you  were  placed  at  the  head 
of  affairs,  it  had  been  a  maxim  of  the  English 
government,  not  unwillingly  admitted  by  the 

distinction  between  expulsion  and  incapacitation  that  I  gave 
my  vote  for  the  sitting  of  a  member  who  was  not  returned  in 
^  the  last  session  of  this  parliament.  That  vote  I  shall  always 
lament  as  the  greatest  misfortune  of  my  life.  I  now  see  the 
Middlesex  election  in  another  light :  I  now  see  that  though 
this  House  has  an  unquestionable  and  long  established  right  to 
expel>  yet  that  a  right  to  incapacitate  is  lodged  only  in  the 
legislature  collectively.  I  see  that  I  was  in  an  error,  and  I 
am  not  ashamed  to  make  this  public  declaration  of  it,  and  give 
my  vote  for  the  amendment/' 

The  belief  of  JuNiys,  "  that  it  was  signified  to  sir  W.  D, 
as  the  request  of  lord  G.  that  he  should  desist  from  writing  in 
his  Lordship's  defence/'  is  farther  confirmed  by  the  following 
notice  appended  to  a  letter  on  the  subject  of  this  controversy, 
signed  Aurelius,  inserted  in  the  Public  Advertiser,  March  11, 
1769.  ^  "  We  must  now  beg  leave  to  drop  this  dispute,  as  the 
printer  has  received  a  hint  that  its  continuance  will  be  disagree- 
able." 

» 

Sir  W.  Draper>  as  far  as  lord  Granby  was  implicated^ 
dropped  the  subject ;  though  he  subsequently  wrote  the  follow- 
ing letter  in  defence  of  his  own  conduct^  in  which  he  again 
calls  upon  Junius  to  avow  himself. 

TO  THE  PRINTER  OF  THE  PUBUC  ADVERTISER. 

SIR,  Cltft(^,  April i^h,  17ML 

A  GlENTLEMAN  who  signed  himself  An  SUiff-pc^ 
Mhule&m,kaA  d^ted  vpon  me  to  stand  forth  in  the  behalf  of 

the 
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people,  that  every  ungracious  or  severe  exertion 
of  the  prerogative  should  be  placed  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  Minister ;  but  that  M^ienever  an 

the  much  distressed  officers  now  upon  half-pay.    He  was 
pleased  to  say,  that  I  have  an  efiectual  method  of  being  realiy 
serviceable  to  the  officers  of  my  reduced  regiment.    I  should 
have  been  happy  in  receiving,  by  a  private  letter,  that  gentle^ 
man's  idea  of  relief  fbr  them ;  could  have  wished  he  had  made 
use  of  a  more  agreeable  mode  of  application  than  a  puUic 
newspaper ;  as  nnlud[iiy  these  ill  seammed  provocatixfes  are 
more  apt  to  duguM  than  quicken  the  desire  of  doing  good, 
especialiy  when  they  are  accompanied  by  invidious  reflectiona, 
both  rash  and  i&  founded  :  at  present  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to 
find  out  by  what  means  a  person  out  of  parliament,  who  has 
long  retired  from  the  gpeat  world,  and  who  of  course  has  but 
very  little  influence  or  interest,  can  be  of  much  use  to  those 
gallant  and  distressed  gentlemen ;  to  many  of  whom  I  have 
the  greatest  obligations ;  of  which  I  have^  upon  aH  occasiona, 
made  the  most  public  and  grateful  ackncMrledgments ;  nor  was 
^re  the  small^t  necessity  to  wake  me  in  this  loud  OKUinerto 
a  remembrance  of  their  important  services,   akhoogh  the 
writer  has  been  pleased  to  charge  me  with  forgetfulness ;  a 
most  fieavy  imputation !  as  it  implies  ingratitude  towaida  those 
hf  vrhom  I  have  been  so  essentially  assisted,  and  to  whom  I 
am  £M>  much  indebted  for  my  go^dfathme;  which  however  i^ 
not  so  great  as  the  gendeman  imaghies :  he  himsdif  ibrgetkr 
that  the  Spaniards  have  tlso^Jbrgoi  to  pay  the  ransom.     If  h^ 
codd  quicken  their  menoory,  instead  of  mine,  the  <^toers 
wotAd  be  more  oMiged  to  Mm. 

Their  bravery  has  given  me  a  competency,  tigciden  media* 
crity,  but  ^not  much  affinence  or  luxury,  which  is  astranger  to 
my  house  as  well  as  to  my  thoughts;  and  I  here  most  solemnly 
dedare  (notwithstanding  the/o/se  assertions  of  a  Junius,  who 
has  ¥M  the  world  ditt  i  had  sold  the  pttrtners  of  my  victory, 
tfnd  then  gfwefy  aikeA  me  tf  I  w^re  net  guilty  of  pei]wy)thit 

3  my 
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act  of  grace  or  benevolence  wais  to  be  perform* 
ed,  the  whole  merit  of  it .  i^ould  be  attributed 
ta  the  Sovereign  himself*.    It  was  a  wise  doc- 

4 

my  income  is  now  less  than  when  I  first  \i;ent  to  Manilla.     It 
is  ttne,  that  its  being  so  is  by  ray  own  choice :  I  am  volunta- 
rily upon  an  equivalent  for  hs^f-pay;  and  although  I  would 
most  willingly  stand  forth  in  the  service  of  my  king  and  coun«- 
try,  should  the  necessity  of  the  times  demand  my  poor  as8bt«> 
ance,  yet  I  would  not  again  accept  of  any  regim^t  whatsoevex^ 
or  interfere  with  the  pretensions  of  those  officers,  whose  good 
fortune  has  been  less  than  their  merits;  and   I  here  most 
soiemnly  declare,  that  I  never  received  either  from  the  East 
India  Company,  or  from  the  Spaniards,  directly  or  indirectly^ 
any  present  or  gratification,  or  any  circumstance  of  emohi* 
ment  whatsoever,  to  the  amount  of  five  shillings,  during  the 
whole  course  of  the  expedition,  or  afterwards,  my  legal  prize* 
fnoney  excepted.  The  Spaniards  know  that  I  refused  the  sum 
of  fifty  thousand  pounds  oflered  me  by  the  Archbishop,  toniiti- 
gate  the  terms  of  the  ransom,,  and  to  {"educe  it  to  half  a  milli<»^ 
instead  of  a  t^ole  one :  so  that  had  I  been  disposed  to  have 
basely  sold  the  partners  of  my  victory,,  avarice  herself  could 
not  have  wished  for  a  richer  opportunity. 

The  many'  base  insinuatiims,  that  have  been  of  late  thrown 
but  to  mydijBadvakit^e  in  the  public  papers,  oblige  me  to  hscvt 
recourse  to  the  same  channd  for  my  vindication;  and  flatter 
myself  that  the  pubUc  will  be  candid  enough  not  to  impute  it 
to  arrogance,  vanity,,  or  the  impertinence  of  egotismi;  and 
hope  that  as  much  credit  will  be  given  to  the  assertions  of  a 
man,  who  is  ready  to  seal  his  testimony  with  his  blood,  as  to 
a  writer,  who  when  repeatedly  called  upon  to  avow  himself, 
and  personally  maintain  his  accusation,  still  skulks  in  the  datk^ 
or  in  the  mean  subterfuge  of  a  mask. 

*  Les  rois  ne  se  «pnt  reserve  que  les  graces,    lis  renvoieut 
les  condamnations  vers  ieurs  officicrs.    Montes^ieu^ 
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trtne»  my  Lord^  and  equally  advantageous  to  the 
King  and  to  his  subjects ;  for  while  it  preserved 
that  su^icioUs  attention,  with  which  the  people 
ought  always  to  examine  the  conduct  of  minis* 
ters,  it  tended  at  the  same  time  rather  to  in- 
crease  than  to  diminish  their  attachment  to  the 
person  of  their  Sovereign.  If  there  be  not  a 
fatality  attending  every  measure  you  are  co]> 
cemed  in,  by  what  treachery,  or  by  what  ex* 
ces3  of  folly  has  it  happened,  that  those  un- 
gracious acts,  which  have  distinguished  your  ad^ 
ministration,  and  which  I  doubt  not  were  en* 
iirely  your  own^  should  carry  with  them  a  strong 
appearance  of  personal  interest,  and  even  of 
personal  enmity  in  a  quarter,  where  no  si^ch  in^ 
terest  or  enmity  can  be  supposed  to  exist,  widit 
out  the  highest  injustice  and  the  highest  dis- 
honour ?  On  the  other  hand,  by  what  judicious 
management  have  you  contrived  it,  that  the 
only  act  of  mercy,  to  which  you  ever  advised 
your  Sovereign,  far  from  adding  to  the  lustre 
of  a  character,  truly  gracious  and  benevolent, 
should  be  received  with  universal  disapprobation 
and  disgust  ?  I  shall  consider  it  as  a  ministerial 
measure,  because  it  is  an  odious  one,  and  as 
your  measure,  my  Lord  Duke,  because  you  are 
the  minister. 

As  long  as  the  trial  of  this  chairman  was 

VOL.  r.  G  G 
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depending*  9  it  was  natural  enough  that  govern- 
ment should  give  him  every  possible  encourage- 
ment and  support.  The  honourable  service  for 
which  he  was  hired,  and  the  spirit  with  which 
he  performed  it,  made  common  cause  between 
your  Grace  and  him.  The  minister,  who  by 
secret  corruption  invades  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions, and  the  ruffian,  who  by  open  violence  de- 
stroys that  freedom,  are  embarked  in  the  same 
bottom.  They  have  the  same  interests,  and 
mutually  feel  for  each  other.  To  do  justice  to 
your  Grace's  humanity,  you  felt  for  Mac  Quirk 
as  you  ought  to  do,  and  if  you  had  been  con- 
tented to  assist  him  indirectly,  without  a  noto- 
rious denial  of  justice,  or  openly  insulting  the 
sense  of  the  nation,  you  might  have  satisfied 

*  The  content  for  the  Middlesex  election,  in  which  Wilkes, 
though  an  outlaw,  was  four  times  returned  through  the  favour 
of  the' populace,  was  conducted  on  both  sides  with  the  utmost 
violence  and  outrage.  The  court  as  well  as  the  popular  party 
had  its  committees  and  its  hired  mobs.  Edward  M'Quirk  was 
one  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  latter  capacity,  and  how 
resolutely  he  fulfilled  his  office  in  heading  one  of  the  court  mobs 
may  be  collected  from  his  having  been  chiefly  concerned  in  a 
fray,  in  which  a  man  of  the  name  of  Clarke,  belonging  to  the 
opposite  mob,  was  killed.  M^Quirk  was  committed  to  prison, 
and  on  his  trial  the  jury  found  him  guilty  of  murder,  and  he 
was  of  course  condemned  to  be  executed.  By  the  advice  of 
the  minister,,  however,  his  Majesty  interposed  with  his  royal 
grace,  and  M'Quirk  was  pardoned,    edit. 
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etery  duty  of  political  fiiendship^  without  com- 
mitting the  honour  of  your  Sovereign,  or  ha- 
zarding the  reputation  of  his  government.  But 
when  this  unhappy  man  had  been  solemnly  tried, 
convicted  and  condemned ;— when  it  appeared 
that  he  had  been  frequently  employed  in  the 
same  services,  and  that  no  excuse  for  him  could 
be  drawn  either  from  the  innocence  of  his  former 
Ufe,  or  the  simplicity  of  his  character,  was  it 
not  hazarding  too  much  to  interpose  the  strength 
of  the  prerogative  between  this  felon  and  the 
justice  of  his  country*?    You  ought  to  have 

*  Whitehall,  March  11,  1769.    His  Mayegty  has  been  gra- 
ciously  pleased  to  extend  his  royal  mercy  to  Edwaid  M'Qairk, 
found  guilty  of  the  murder  of  George  Clarke,  9fi  appears  by 
his  royal  warrant  to  the  tenor  following. 
GEORGE  R. 

Whereas  a  doubt  had  arisen  in  Our  Royal  breast  concern- 
ing ^e  evidence  of  the  death  of  George  Cla|;ke,  from  the  re- 
presentations of  William  Bromfield,  Esq.  surgeon,  and  Solomon 
Starling,  apothecary ;  both  of  whom,  as  has  been  represented 
to  Us,  attended  the  deceased  before  his  death,  and  expressed 
their  opinions,  that  he  did  not  die  of  the  blow  he  received  at 
Brentford :  And  whereas  it  appears  to  Us,  that  neither  of  the 
said  persons  were  produced  as  witnesses  upon  the  trial,  though 
the  said  Solomon  Starting  had  been  examined  before  the  co- 
■roner,  and  the  only  person  called  to  prove  that  the  death  of  the 
gaid  George  Clarke  was  occasioned  by  the  said  blow,  was  Jolm 
Foot,  surgeon,  who  never  saw  the  deceased  till  afler  his  death  ; 
We  thought  fit  thereupon  to  refer  the  said  representations, 
together  with  the  report  of  the  Recorder  of  Our  city  of  London, 
of  the  evidence  given  by  Richard  and  William  Beale,  and  the 
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known  that  an  ejcample  of  this  sort  was  never  w 
necessary  as  at  present}  and  certainly  you  must 
have  known  that  the  lot  could  not  have  fallen 
upon  a  more  guilty  object*  What  system  of 
government  is  this?  You  are  perpetually  com* 
plaining  of  the  riotous  disposition  of  the  lower 
class  of  people,  yet  when  the  laws  have  giv^i 
you  the  means  of  making  an  example,  in  every 
sense  unexceptionable,  and  by  &r  the  most 
likely  to  awe  the  multitude,  you  pardco  the 

said  John  Foot;  on  the  trial  of  Edward  Quirk,  otherwise  called 
Edward  Kirk,  otherwise  called  Edward  M'Quirk^for  the  miirdef 
of  the  said  Clarke^  to  the  master,  wtrdeosy  and  the  rest  of  the 
court  of  examiners  of  the  Surgeons'  company,  commanding  thei9 
Ukewise  to  take  such  further  examination  di  the  said  persona 
so  representing,  and  of  the  said  John  Foot,  as  they  might  think 
necessary,  together  with  the  premises  ahovementioned^  to  fcmn 
and  report  to  Us  their  opinion,  '*  Whether  it  did  or  did  not  ap- 
pear to  them,  that  the  said  Gw'ge  Clarke  died  in  copsequ^ice 
of  the  hlow  he  received  in  the  riot  at  Brentford  on  the  8th  of 
December  last/'  And  the  said  court  of  examiners  of  the 
Su]^;eons'  company  having  thereupon  reported  to  U$  their 
opinion,  **  That  it  did  not  appear  to  them  that  he  did ;"  We 
have  thought  proper  to  extend  Our  roy^  mercy  to  him  the 
said  Edward  Quirk,  otherwise  Edward  Kurk,  otherwiae  called 
Edward  M'Quirk,  and  to  grant  him  Our  free  pardon  for  the 
murder  of  the  said  George  Clarke,  of  which  he  haa  heen  fe)H»4 
guiky :  Our  wiU  and  pleasure  therefore  is.  That  he  the  said 
Edward  Quirk,  otherwise  called  Edward  Kirii;,  otherwise  callei 
!l^ward  M'Quirk,  be  inserted,  for  the  said  murder,  in  otur  fiM 
and  next  general  pardon  that  shall  come  out  for  the  poof  coa* 
victs  of  Newgate,  without  any  condition  what«oever ;  and  liM 

hi 
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bfience,  and  are  not  ashamed  to  give  the  sanc- 
tion of  government  to  the  riotn  you  complain 
of,  and  even  to  future  murders.  You  are  partial 
perhaps  to  the  military  mode  of  execution,  and 
had  rather  see  a  score  of  these  wretches  butcher- 
ed by  the  guards,  than  one  of  them  suffer  death 
by  regular  course  of  law*.  How  does  it  happen, 
my  Lord,  that,  in  your  hands,  even  the  mercy 
of  the  prerogative  is  cruelty  and  oppression  to 
the  subject  P 

The  measure  it  seems  was  so  extraordinary, 
that  you  thought  it  necessary  to  give  some 
reasons  for  it  to  the  public  Let  them  be  fUrly 
examined. 

1«  Tou  say  that  Messrs.  Bromfield  and  Star* 
ling  xvere  not  examined  at  Mac  Quiri^s  trioL  I 
will  tell  your  Grace  why  they  were  not  They 
must  have  been  examined  upon  oath ;  and  it 

in  the  mean  time  you  take  bail  for  his  appearance^  in  order  to 
plead  Our  Mid  pardon.  And  for  ik>  doings  this  Aali  be  fdur 
warrant. 

Given  at  Our  court  at  St.  James's  the  10th  daj  of  Mardl* 
1769>  in  the  ninth  year  of  our  mgn. 

By  his  M^esty's  command. 
To  Our  trusty  and  veil  bdoved  Jamea  ROCHFOED- 

Eyre,  Esq.  Recorder  of  Onr  city  of 

LondoD^  the  Sberiffi  of  Onr  said 

aty  and  county  of  Middlesex,  and 

all  others  whom  it  may  cooeenL 

*  See  this  sol^ect  farther  touched  upon  in  MisosNantowi 
Letter,  Now  spov.  Vol.  III.  p.  57»    bdit. 
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was  foreseen,  that  their  evidence  would  either 
not  benefit,  or  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  pri- 
soner. Otherwise,  is  it  conceivable  that  his 
counsel  should  neglect  to  call  in  such  material 
evidence? 

2.  You  say  that  Mr.  Foot  did  not  see  the  de^ 
ceased  until  after  his  death.  A  surgeon,  my  Lord, 
must  know  very  little  of  his  profession,  if,  upon 
examining  a  wound,  or  a  contusion,  he  cannot 
determine  whether  it  was  mortal  or  not. — ^While 
the  party  is  alive,  a  surgeon  will  be  cautious  of 
pronouncing  j  whereas,  by  the  death  of  the  pa- 
tient, he .  is  enabled  to  consider  both  cause  and 
eiffect  in  one  view,  and  to  speak  with  a  certainty 
confirmed  by  experience. 

Yet  we  are  to  thank  your  Grace  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  new  tribunal.  Your  inqtdsitio 
post  mortem  is  unknown  to  the  laws  of  England, 
and  does  honour  to  your  invention*.     The  only 

*  This  sentence,  in  a  note  to  one  of  the  editions  of  the 
Letters  of  Junius,  is  said  to  have  no  correct  meaning. "  Junius/' 
says  the  coAimentator,  "  thought  that  he  had  hit  upon  a  for- 
cible and  quaintly  allusive  expression,  hastily  used  it,  and 
blundered  into  nonsense  in  the  use/'  The  reader  however 
shall  now  determine  whether  it  is  the  author  or  the  commen- 
tator who  has  blundered  irUo  nonsense. 

The  expression  is,  in  fact,  perfectly  correct,  though  liable  to 
be  misunderstood  without  some  attenti<m.  Every  coroner's 
inquest,  indeed,  except  in  the  cases  of  ship-wreck  and  treasure- 
trove,  is,  when  exercised  judidaUy,  an  inqvisUio  post  mortem; 
but  it  can  only  legally  take  "^dX^ -st^er  visum  corporis,  ^'on 

the 
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material  ol:gection  to  it  is,  tliat  if  Mr.  Foot's 
evidence  was  insufficient,  because  he  did  not 
examine  the  wound  till  after  the  death  of  the 
party,  much  less  can  a  negative  opinion,  given 
by  gentlemen  who  never  saw  the  body  of  Mr/ 
Clarke,  either  before  or  after  his  decease,  autho« 
rize  you  to  supersede  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  and 
the  sentence  of  the  law. 

Now,  my  Lord,  let  me  ask  you.  Has  it  never 
occurred  to  your  Grace,  while  you  were  with- 
drawing this  desperate  wretch  from  that  justice 
which  the  laws  had  awarded,  and  which  the  whole 
people  of  England  demanded,  against  him,  that 
there  is  another  man,  who  is  the  favourite  of 
his  country,  whose  pardon  would  have  been 
accepted  with  gratitude,  whose  pardon  would 
have  healed  all  our  divisions*  ^    Have  you  quite 

the  sight  of  the  corpse  or  dead  body  ;^  on  the  spot  where 
the  death  was  produced  j  and  by  a  jury  summoned  from  the 
neighbourhood.  In  the  instance  before  us  none  of  these  con* 
stitutional  requisites  were  attended  to;  and  Junius  might 
hence  remark  with  the  strictest  accuracy^  as  well  as  the  keenest 
irony.  Your  inquisitio  post  mortem  is  unknown  to  the  hiws  of 
England,     edit. 

*  John  Wilkes,  formerly,  and  before  the  duke  of  Grafton  • 
bad  abandoned  the  party  of  lord  Chatham,  and  had  formed> 
ar  party  for  himself,  was  one  of  his  Grace^s  most  confidential 
friends.  He  was  at  this  time  confined  in  the  King's  Bench  ^ 
prison,  having  surrendered  himself  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  of  this  name,  by  which  the  sentence  of  outlawry  had' 
been  pronounced  against  faim.    The  immediate  cause  of  the 

ministerial 
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foigotten  that  this  man  was  once  your  Grace's 
fiiend  ?  Or  is  it  to  murderers  <HiIy  that  you  will 
6xterid  the  mercy  of  the  crown  i 

These  are  questions  you  will  not  answer. 
Nor  is  it  necessary.  Hie  character  of  your 
private  life,  and  the  uniform  tenor  of  your 
public  conduct,  is  an  answer  to  them  all. 

JUNIUS, 


LETTER  IX. 

TO   HIS   GRACE   THE   DUKE   OF   GRAFTON. 
MY  LORD,  10  April,    1769. 

I  HAVE  SO  good  an  opinion  of  your 
Grace's  discernment,  that  when  the  author  of 

ministerial  persecution  of  Wilkes,  was  the  zeal  with  which  he 
had  opposed  the  existing  cabinet,  and  especially  the  odium 
and  di8gp*ace  in  which  the  ministry  had  involved  themselres  by 
ksuiiig  a  genefal  warhmt  to  seize  all  the  papers  and  persons  of 
vhomfloever  they  nupccted  to  he  concerned  in  writing  the^ 
forty-fifth  ixumber  of  the  ilmiotts  poUtical  and  periodical  paper 
called  the  North  Briton,  a  joint  publication  of  John  Wilkes, 
Charles  ChturchiUy  and  lord  Temple.  The  question  of  general 
"Crasni^  was  hereby  neccssarUy  brought  before  the  puhbc* 
The  popular  resentment  was  roused  against  the  abettors  of  si»cl^ 
a  measure  to  the  highest  point  ai  irascil^ility  ;  und  Wilkes, 
ii|M)p  the  next  general  election  that  ensued,  was  cbosea  member 
of  parlinmient  Smt  ihe  county  of  MiddlesesTi  notwithstandiag 
Ilk  4Hitli|wry,  as  a  proof  of  the  utter  contempt  ia  which  tb^ 
iQinidtxy  w«re  at  this  tiiQe  held  \xf  the  XL^twh  raAer  than  o^t 
of  apy  peisonid  regsid  for  Wilkes  biiMeV,  whose  oira  mifr- 
oo^duct  Quist  etherwise  bau  beoi  the  niiA  of  him.  wit. 
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liie  vindication  of  your  conduct  assures  us,  that 
he  writes  from  his  own  mere  motion,  without 
the  least  authority  from  your  Grace^,  I  should 
be  ready  enough  to  believe  him,  but  for  one  &tal 
mark,  which  seems  to  be  fixed  upon  every 
measure,  in  which  either  your  personal  or  your 
political  character  is  concerned. — ^Your  first  at- 
tempt to  support  sir  William  Proctor  ended  in 
the  election  of  Mr.  Wilkes ;  the  second  ensured 
success  to  Mr.  Glynn.  The  extraordinary  step 
you  took  to  make  sir  James  Lowther  lord  para* 
mount  of  Cumberland,  has  ruined  his  interest 
in  that  county  for  ever  t.  The  House  List  of 
Directors  was  cursed  with  the  concurrence  of 
government  t ;  and  even  the  miserable  Dingley 
could  not  escape  the  misfortune  of  your  Grrace's 
protection  §.      With  this    uniform   experience 

*  He  alludes  to  a  pam|^et  containing  a  long  and  laboured 
vindication  of  the  duke  of  Graflon^  attributed  to  the  pen  of  Mr« 
Edward  Weston,  writer  of  the  Gazette,    edit. 

-f*  See  note  upon  the  Nullum  Tempus  bill,  Junius,  Na 
1.VII.  Vol.  II.  p.  939,  in  which  the  contest  between  sir  Jame| 
Lowther  and  the  duke  of  Portland  is  detailed  at  large,    sdit. 

X  At  this  period  the  whole  four  and  twenty  directors  wer^ 
annually  chosen,  and  ten  geutlemen,  whose  names  were  not 
inserted  in  the  house  list,  were  elected,  notwithstanding  the 
iafioaace  of  goverpment  was  exerted  in  its  support    xdit. 

§  This  uafofftunate  person  had  been  persuadbd  by  the  duk* 
of  Grafton  to  set  up  for  Middlesex,  his  Grace  being  deter- 
mined 10  seat  him  in  the  House  of  Commons,  if  he  had  but  a 
single  vple.    It  happened  unluckily,  that  he  could  not  preTail 

upon 
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before  us,  we  are  authorized  to  suspect,  that 
when  a  pretended  vindication  of  your  principles 
and  conduct  in  reality  contains  the  iHtterest  re* 
flections  upon  both,  it  could  not  have  been 
written  without  your  immediate  direction  and 
assistance.  The  author,  indeed,  calls  God  to 
witness  for  him,  with  all  the  sincerity,  and  in 
the  very  terms  of  an  Irish  evidence,  to  the  best 
of  his  knowledge  and  belief.  My  Lord,  you 
should  not  encourage  these  appeals  to  heaven. 
The  pious  Prince,  from  whom  you  are  supposed 
to  descend,  made  such  frequent  use  of  them  in 
his  public  declarations,  that  at  last  the  people 
also  found  it  necessary  to  appeal  to  heaven  in 
their  turn*    Your  administration  has  driven  us 

into  circumstances  of  equal  distress ; beware 

at  least  how  you  remind  us  of  the  ren^dy. 

You  have  already  much  to  answer  for.  You 
have  provoked  this  unhappy  gentleman  to  play 
the  fool  once  more  in  public  life,  in  spite  of  his 
years  and  infirmities,  and  to  shew  us,  that,  as 
you  yourself  are  a  singular  instance  of  youth 
without  spirit,  the  man  who  defends  you  is  a 
no  less  remarkable  example  of  age  without  the 
benefit  of  experience.  To  follow  such  a  writer 
minutely  would,  like  his  own  periods,  be  a 
labour  without  end.    The  subject  too  has  been 

upon  any  one  freeholder  to  put  him  in  nomination^  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  he  escaped  out  of  the  hands  of  the  populace*    . 
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already  discussed,  and  is  sufficiently  understood. 
I  cannot  help  observing,  however,  that,  when 
the  pardon  of  Mac  Quirk  was  the  principal 
charge  against  you,  it  would  have  been  but  a 
decent  compliment  to  your  Grace's  understand- 
ing, to  have  defended  you  upon  your  own 
principles.  What  credit  does  a  man  deserve^ 
who  tells  us  plainly,  that  the  facts  set  forth  in 
the  King's  proclamation  were  not  the  true 
motives  on  which  the  pardon  was  granted,  and 
that  he  wishes  that  those  chirurgical  reports, 
which  first  gave  occasion  to  certain  doubts  in 
the  royal  breast,  had  not  been  laid  before  his 
Majesty.  You  see,  my  Lord,  that  even  your 
friends  cannot  defend  your  actions,  without 
changing  your  principles,  nor  justify  a  deliberate 
measure  of  government,  without  contradicting 
the  main  assertion  on  which  it  was  founded. 

The  conviction  of  Mac  Quirk  had  reduced 
you  to  a  dilemma,  in  which  it  was  hardly 
possible  for  you  to  reconcile  your  political 
interest  with  your  duty.  You  were  obliged 
either  to  abandon  an  active  useful  psuiisan, 
or  to  protect  a  felon  from  public  justice.  With 
your  usual  spirit,  you  preferred  your  interest  to 
every  other  consideration ;  and  with  your  usual 
judgment,  you  founded  your  determination  upon 
the  only  motives,  which  should  not  have  been 
given  to  tixe  public. 
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I  have  frequently  censured  Mr.  Wilkea^s 
dondttct,  yet  your  advocate  reproaches  me  with 
having  devoted  myself  to  the  service  of  sedition. 
Your  Grace  can  best  inform  us,  for  which  of 
Mr.  Wilkes's  good  qualities  you  first  honoured 
him  with  your  friendship,  or  how  long  it  was 
l^efore  you  discovered  those  bad  ones  in  him,  at 
which,  it  seems^  your  delicacy  was  ofiended. 
Remember,  my  Lord,  that  you  continued  your 
connection  with  Mr.  Wilkes  long  after  he  had 
been  convicted  of  those  crimes,  which  you  have 
since  taken  pains  to  represent  in  the  blackest 
colours  of  blasphemy  and  ti^ason.  How  un<> 
lucky  is  it,  that  the  first  instance  you  have 
given  us  of  a  scrupulous  regard  to  decorum  is 
united  with  the  breach  of  a  moral  obUgatton ! 
For  my  own  part,  my  Lord,  I  am  {»roud  to 
affirm,  that,  if  I  had  been  weak  enough  to  form 
aiich  a  friendship,  I  would  never  have  been  base 
enough  to  betray  it  But,  let  Mr.  Wilkes's 
character  be  what  it  may,  this  at  least  is  certaiui 
that,  circumstanced  as  he  is  with  regard  to  the 
public,  even  his  vices  plead  for  him.  The  people 
of  England  have  too  much  discernment  to  suffer 
your  Grace  to  take  advantage  of  the  fiuUiigs 
cf  a  private  character,  to  establish  a  precedent 
by  which  the  public  liberty  is  affected,  and  which 
you  may  hereafter,  with  equal  ease  and  satis&c* 
tion,  employ  to  the  ruin  of  the  best  men  isk  the 
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kingdonii*-— ^Content  yourself,  toy  Lord,  with 

• 

the  inany  s^dvantages,  which  the  unsullied  puri^ 

of  your  own  character  has  given  you  over  your 

unhappy  deserted  friend.    Avail  yourself  of  all 

the  unforgiving  piety  of  the  court  you  live  in, 

and  bless  God  that  you  ^*  are  not  as  other  men 

are;  extortioners,  unjust,  adulterers,  or  even  as 

this  publican."     In  a  heart  void  of  feeling,  the 

laws  of  honour  and  good  £iith  may  be  violated 

with  impunity,  and  there  you  may  safely  indulge 

your  genius.     But  the  laws  of  England  shall  not 

be  violated,  even  by  your  holy  neal  to  oppress 

a  sinner;  and  though  you  have  succeeded  in 

making  him  the  tool,  you  shall  not  make  him 

the  victim  of  your  ambition. 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER  X. 

TO    MR.    EDWARD   WISTON. 

SIR,  21  Jpril,  1769. 

I  SAID  you  were  an  old  man  without 
the  benefit  of  experience.  It  seems  you  are 
also  a  volunteer  with  a  stipend  of  twenty  com- 
missions^ ;  and  at  a  period  when  all  prospects 

*  Under  the  presumption  that  the  pamphlet  alluded  to  iti 
the  preceding  letter^  entitled  a  ''  Vindication  of  the  Duke  of 
.Graftoii,"  was  written  by  Mr.  Weston,  and  which  was  atowedly 

defended 
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are  at  an  end,  yon  are  still  looking  forward 
to  tewascdsy  which  you  cannot  enjoy.    No  man 

defended  by  the  author^  whoever  he  was,  in  the  Public 
Adverttserj  under  the  signature  of  a  "  Volunteer  in  the  Govern- 
ment's Service/'  the  following  short  letter,  addressed  to  that 
gentleman,  obviously  from  the  pen  of  Junius,  appeared  in 
the  same  paper. 

4 

TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  EDWARD  WESTON. 

SIB,  April  2d,  1769. 

Your  age,  though  oppressed  with  bodily  and  mental 
infirmities,  which,  for  the  world's  edification,  you  have 
published  to  it,  demands  some  respect,  or  the  cause  you  have 
embarked  in,  would  entitle  you  to  none.  The  last  glimmer- 
ings of  your  expiring  taper,  however,  do  your  hero  no  honour; 
and  I  fear  the  principle  that  has  kindled  it  obtains  you  no 
credit  You  are  a  privy  counselor  in  Ireland,  writer  of  the 
Gazette,  comptroller  of  the  salt-office,  a  clerk  of  the  signet, 
and  a  pensioner  on  the  Irish  establishment:  such  is  the 
Volunteer !  And  you  may  remember  when  you  were  under 
secretary  of  state,  the  division  of  500/.  among  ten  people  left 
to  your  discretion,  of  which  you  modestly  claimed  400/.  for 
yourself.  So  honest,  so  upright,  and  so  disinterested  is  the 
man !  Let  Junius  be  the  dirty  rascal  you  call  him,  I  know„ 
you  know,  and  the  world  knows,  what  you  are,     Crito. 

This  letter  produced  a  short  reply  from  the  Volunteer, 
in  which  he  denies  that  Mr.  Weston  is  the  author  of  the 
pamphlet,  or  of  the  letters  under  that  signature ;  and  onc^  from 
Poetikastos,  who  attacks  Junius  in  the  following  words : 

"  You  conclude  your  despicable  vindication  of  an  honour 
which  you  do  not  possess,  by  asserting  '  that  you  are  a  master 
in  the  art  of  representing  the  treachery  of  the  minister,  and 

the  abused  simplicity  of  a ^'  Villain !  of  whom }  You 

who 
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is  better  acquainted  with  the  bounty  of  govern- 
ment than  you  are. 

«wi  iMpudence, 

Temeraire  vieillard,  aura  sa  recompense. 

But  I  will  not  descend  to  an  altercation 
either  with  the  impotence  of  your  age,  or  the 

who  write  under  the  name  of  Junius,  are  a  base  scoundrel. 
You  lie ;  and  you  may  find  out  who  gives  you  the  he" 
These  letters  occasioned  the  under  written  answer  :-*- 

TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  EDWARD  WESTON. 

Aprils,  1769. 

The  old  fox  has  been  unkennelled,  but  is  ashamed  (^  his 
stinking  tail.  *  £ither  several  people  of  intdligence  and  con- 
sideration have  been  grossly  deceived,  or  our  doughty  Volunteer 
declares  upon  his  honour  an  untruth.  I  cannot  believe  a 
misinformation^  unless  the  world  should  have  thought  that  no 
impertinent,  expectant,  old  fellow,  could  have  been  found  to 
cUspatch  so  lame  an  errand  but  you. 

You  seem  ashamed  of  your  generous  distribution :  I  applaud 
your  modesty !  but  it  shall  not  be  at  the  expense  of  truth. 
You  did  claim  4001.  out  of  bOOL  for  your  own  self;  and  there 
are,  I  suppose,  at  least  half  a  dozen  people  who  can  attest  it. 
And  you  shall  find  that  I  dare  say  something  else  to  your 
mortification,  if  you  suppose  the  world  is  not  heartily  tired  of 
you,  your  petulance,  and  your  crudities. 

I  don't  believe  the  governors  of  Bedlam  indulge  their 
patients  with  news-papers,  or  I  should  have  supposed  that 
Poetikastos  had  obtained  his  genteel  residence  there.  Tlie  poor 
raving  creature  bawls  aloud  for  swords  and  pistols,  and  requires 
the  last  argument  instead  of  the  best.  The  public  has  pro- 
nounced tfpon  his  reason  the  judgment  of  Felo  de  se,  from  his 
own  pen ; — I  am  so  impressed  with  humanity  as  to  wish  the 
coroner  may  not  have  the  trouble  of  passing  the  same  sentence 

upon 
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peevishness  of  your  diseases.  Your  pamphlet*^, 
ingenious  as  it  is,  has  been  so  little  reild,  that 
the  public  cannot  know  how  fiir  you  have  a 
right  to  give  me  the  lie,  without  the  following 
citation  of  your  own  words. 

Page  6 — *  !•  Hiat  he  is  persuaded  that  the 
motives,  which  he  (Mr.  Weston)  has  alleged, 
must  appear  fiilly  sufficient,  with  or  without  the 
opinions  of  the  surgeons* 

*  2.  That  those  very  motives  must  have  been 
the  foundation,  on  which  the  earl  of  Rochford 
thought  proper,  &c. 

*  3.  That  he  cannot  but  regret  that 
the  earl  of  Rochford  seems  to  have  thought 
proper  to  lay  the  chirurgical  reports  before  the 
King,  in  preference  to  aU  the  other  sufficient 
motives,'  &c. 

Let-  the  public  determine  whether  this  be 
defending  government  on  their  principles  or 
your  own. 

upon  his  person  from  his  sword.  I  should,  however*  pitjr  the 
elegant  Junius,  who  well  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  independ- 
ent public,  if  he  was  obliged  to  take  notice  of  every  fool, 
lyeophant,  and  bullj.    Csito.    edit* 

*  It  is  possiUe  Junius,  though  his  information  was  genera%^ 
accurate,  was  incorrect  in  attributing  this  pamphlet  to  Mr. 
Weston.  For,  in  a  letter  inserted  by  Mr.  Weston  in  the 
Public  Advertiser  a  few  months  afterwards,  October  14,  he 
scdemnly  denies  his  having  written  this  and  a  variety  of 
pamphlets  and  letters  attributed  to  him.    edit. 
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The  style  and  language  you  liave  adopted 
are,  I  confess,  not  ill  suited  to  the  elegance  of 
your  own  manners,  or  to  the  dignity  of  the 
cause  you  have  undertaken.  Every  common 
dauber  writes  rascal  and  villain  under  his  pic- 
tures^ because  the  pictures  themselves  have 
neither  character  nor  resemblance.  But  the 
works  of  a  master  require  no  index.  His  fea- 
tures and  colouring  are  taken  from  nature.  The 
impression  they,  make  is  immediate  and  uni- 
form i  nor  is  it  possible  to  mistake  his  charac- 
ters, whether  they  represent  the  treachery  of  a 
minister,  or  the  abused  simplicity  of  a  king. 

JUNIUS. 
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TO   HIS    GRACE  THE   I>VS.E   OF   GRAFTON. 

MY  LORD,  24  April,   1169. 

The  system  you  seemed  to  have 
adopted,  when  lord  Chatham  unexpectedly  left 
you  at  the  head  of  affairs,  gave  us  no  promise 
of  that  uncommon  exertion  of  vigour,  which 
has  since  illustrated  yoyr  character,  and  din^ 
tinguished  your  administration.  Far  from  dis- 
covering a  spirit  bold  enough  to  invade  the  first 
rights  of  the  people,  and  the  first  principles  of 
the  constitution,  you  were  scrupulous  of  exer- 

VOL.   X.  H  H 
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kMng  even  tihose  powers,  whh  which  the  exe- 
cutive branch  of  the  l^dature.  is  legally  in- 
^rented.  We  have  not  yet  forgotten  how  long 
Mr.  Wilkes  was  suffered  to  appear  at  large,  nor 
how  long  he  was  at  liberty  to  canvass  for  the 
city*  and  county ^  with  pll  the  terrors  of  an 
outlawry  hanging  over  himt.     Our  gracious 

i  *  -  PdoT  to  his  ofiering  himself  for  the  counlj  of  Middlesex^ 
Wilkes  liad  become  a  candidate  for  the  metropolis,  and  it  was 
in  consequence  of  his  failure  in  the  city,  that  he  pressed  for- 
wards to  th^  county.  The  populace,  irt  both  cases,  were  so 
humerously  and  so  violently  attached  to  him,  that  many  wb 
riousrriots  w^e  the^coasequencer-^^dMlso  6utfag€ous  wercAey 
in-  two  or  three  instances,  that  the  court  party  strenuously 
asserted  that  the  city  and  even  the  palace  itsdf  were  not  free 
from  danger.  Of  these  riots,  the  two  most  serious  that 
occurred,  were  <mi  the  meeting  of  parliament,  when  the 
populace  surrounded  th^  King's  Bench  prison  from  an  expec- 
tation of  seeing  Wilkes,  who  had  then  been  elected  member  for 
Middlesex,  liberated,  in  order  to  take  his  seat-  in  the  senate, 
in  the  course  of  which  ^veral  persons  werfe  killed  by  the 
firing  of  the  military  ;  and  on  the  counter  address  to'  that  of 
tke  city  bekig  canried  to  St.  Jamet^'s  by  those  who  were 
depMMl  f<vr  this  pmposei  on  whidilast  ooeMion  tire  riot  m 
was  re»d  at  the  palace  gate,  sx^d  lord  l^albot,  the  lofd-steward, 
had.  his  staff  of  ofiBce  broken  in  his  hand.  edit. 
~  f  As  Junius  was  extremely  severe  in  his  censures  on  lord 
Mansfield,  it  is  deemed  a  mere  act  of  justice  t6  extract  a  part 
of  his  Lordship's  speech  oik  the  teretsal  df  Mf.  WlULei's  <nit« 
^^'^Y'  %  which  H  will  app^r>  silch  was  the  teeapcr  oC  ^ 
tlines^  that  the  Chief  Justice  was  even  privately  threatened 
upon  the  occasion,  should  his  decision  of  the  cause  be  in 
oppositidi'td 'the  popular  opinion  of  the  day.    Itie  dcti^ct 
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Sovereig:ii  has  not  yet  forgotten  the  eittAOTdi- 
aary  caw  yow  took  of  his  dignity  and  of  the 

k  well  wortlijr  the  r«ada^g  pcmsftl,  m  t  sp^eimett  of  doquetice 
ttot  often  eqcialled,  trndi^rely  excelled;  it  forms  the  conclu^iOA 

"  f  hare  tio^  gone  through  the  sev^riil  eiton  a«iigtied  by 
the  defeflcbnty  and  whkh  hflve  been  mgeniodsly  strgued,  «id 
eobfidenily  relied  oa  by  hi*  coumel  at  the  bar;  I  have  gifea 
my  setitidftents  upon  tbem,  waA  if  upon  the  \i4xole,  afkr  tb^ 
closait  attenUon  to  wbAt  has  been  said,  aikl  with  the  nir<mf^ 
iocltnation  in  favour  of  the  defendant^  ftO>  argameiits  wMeh 
hare  been  urged,  no  ea«e^  whidi  hai>«  been  eited»  no  reasofm 
that  oeeur  to  file,  ^e  saffitient  to  tatisfy  me  in  my  condeieoce 
and  judgment  that  thi6  ootlawry  alioiild  be  reversed,  I  &tii 
bound  to  affirni  it — and  here  let  me  make  a  payae. 

''  Many  arguments  have  been  dnggested,  both  in  and  out  of 
court,  upon  the  consequence*  of  establishing  this  outlawry; 
either  as  they  may  aliect  the  defendant  as  an  indlf  idual,  or  the 
poblie  in  generial.  As  to  the  first,  whatever  they  may  be^  the 
defendant  has  brought  them  upon  himself;  they  are  nietitsMe 
consequences  of  law  ariiong  from  his  own  act ;  if  the  penalty, 
to  which  he  is  thereby  subjected,  is  more  than  a  punishment 
adequate  to  the  crime  he  has  committed,  he  should  not  ha^ 
brought  himself  into  this  unfortunate  predieament^  by  fiyhi^ 
from  the  justice  of  his  Country ;  he  thought  proper  to  do  sa^^ 
and  he  mast  take  the  fruits  of  his  own  conduct,  however  bitter 
and  unpalatable  they  may  be;  and  although  we  may  be  heartily 
sorry  for  any  person  who  has  brought  himself  into  this  sftuACfon', 
it  is  not  in  our  power,  God  forbid  it  shofdd  ever  be  hi  onr 
power,  to  deliver  htm  from  it ;  we  catnnot  prevent  the  judg:^- 
ment  of  the  law  by  creating  irregularity  \tk  the  proceeding^ ; 
we  cannot  prevent  the  consequences  of  that  judgment  by 
pardoning  the  crime;  if  the  defendant  has  any  pretei&ious  to 
imercyr  those  pretensions  must  be  urgerf,  andt  that  power 
^  H  H  2  exercised 
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j^aSj^ty  of  his  person,  when  at.  a  cri^s  which 
courtiers  affected  to  call  alarming,  you  left  the 

iexercised  io  another  place,  where  the  constitutioii  has  wisely 
fmd  necessarily  vested  it:  the  crown  will  judge  for  itself;  it 
does  not  belong  to  us  to  interfere  with  punisbinent,  we  have 
only  to  declare  the  law ;  none  of  us  had  any  concern  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  business,  nor  any  wishes  upon  the  event  of 
}t ;  it  was  not  our  fiiult  that  the  defendant  was  prosecuted  fet 
the  libels  upon  which  he  has  been  convicted ;  I  took  no  share 
m  another  place^  in  the  measures  which  were  taken  to  prosecute 
^im  for  one  of  theni ;  it  was  not  our  fault  that  he  was  con-* 
victed;  it  was  not  our  fault  that  be  fled;  it  was  not  our  fault . 
that  he  was  outlawed ;  it  was  not  our  fault  that  he  rendered 
)iiniself  up  to  justice ;  none  of  us  revived  the  prosecution 
against  him,  nor  could  any  one  of  us  stop  that  prosecution  when 
jt  was  revived ;  it  is  not  our  fault  if  there  are  not  any  errors 
upon  the  record,  nor  is  it  in  our  power  to  create  any  if  there 
are  none ;  we  are  bound  by  our  oath  and  in  our  consciences, 
to  give  such  a  judgment  as  the  law  wiU  warrant,  and  as  our 
reason  can  prove ;  such  a  judgment  as  we  must  stand  or  fall 
by,  in  the  opinion  of  the  present  times,  and  of  posterity ;  in 
doing  it,  therefore,  we  must  have  regard  to  our  reputation 
as  honest  men,  and  men  of  skill  and  knowledge  competent  to 
the  stations,  we  bold;  no  considerations  whatsoever  ^oiild 
mislead  us  from  this  great  object  to  which  we  ever  ought, 
and  I  trust,  ever  shall  direct  our  attention.  But  consequences 
of  a,  public  nature,  reasons  of  state,  political  ones,  have  been 
strongly  urged,  (private  anonymous  letters  sent  to  me,  I  shall 
pass  over)^open  avowed  publications  which  have  been  judicially 
noticed^  and  may  therefore  be  mentioned,  have  endeavoured 
to  influence  or  intimidate  the  court,  and  so  prevail  upon  us  to 
trifle  and  prevaricate  with  God,  our  consciences  and  the 
public :  it  has  been  intimated  that  consequences  of  a  frightful 
iiature  will  flow  from  the  establishment  of  this  outlawry;  it  is 

said 
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metropolis  exposed  for  two  nights  together)  to 
every  species  of  riot  and  disorder.    The  security* 

Bald  the  peopk  expect  the  reversal,  that  the  temper  of  the 

f 

times  demand  it,  that  the  multitude  will  have  it  so ;  that  the' 
c<mtinuation  of  the  outlawry  in  full  force,  will  not  be  endured  ^ 
that  the  execution  of  the  law  upon  the  defendant  will  be' 
resisted :  these  are  arguments  which  will  not  weigh  a  feather 
with  me.  If  insurrection  and  rebellion  are  to  follow  our 
determination,  we  have  not  to  answer  for  the  consequences, 
though  we  should  be  the  innocent  cause — we  can  only  say,' 
Fiat  juttUia,  ruat  calum ;  we  shall  discharge  our  duty  without 
expectations  of  approbation,  or  the  apprehensions  of  censure  ; 
if  we  are  subjected  to  the  latter  unjustly,  we  must  submit  to- 
it ;  we  cannot  prevent  it,  we  will  take  care  not  to  deserve  it. 
He  must  be  a  weak  man  indeed  who  can  be  staggered  by  such 
a  consideration. 

**  The  misapprehension,  or  the  misrepresentation  of  the  igno-- 
rant  or  the  wicked,  the  Mendax  Ir^amia,  which  is  the  conse** 
quence  of  both,  are  equally  indififerent  to,  unworthy  the 
attention  of,  and  incapable  of  making  any  impression  on  men- 
of  firmness  and  intrepidity. — ^Those  who  imagine  judges  are' 
capable  of  being  influenced  by  such  unworthy,  indirect  means, 
most  grossly  deceive  themselves ;  and  for  my  own  part  I  tnisf 
that  my  teinper,  and  the  colour  and  conduct  of  my  life,  have 
clothed  me  with  a  suit  of  armour  to  shield  me  from  such' 
arrows.     If  I  have  ever  supported  the  King's  measures  ;  if  1- 
have  ever  afforded  any  assistance  to  government;  if  I  have: 
discharged  my  duty  as  a  public  or  private  character,  by 
endeavouring  to  preserve  pure  and  perfect  the  principles  ot 
the   constitution,   maintaining  unsullied  the  houour  of  the 
courts  of  justice,  and  by  an  upright  administration  of,  to  give' 
a  due  eflfect  to  the  laws,  I  have  hitherto  done  it  without  any- 
other  gift  or  reward  than  that  most  pleasing  and  most  honour- 
able one,  the  conscientious  conviction  of  doing  what  was  right' 

I  do 
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of  ti^  «iyd  rm^eoce  from  tnsidlt  was  4b«n: 
suffi^ieotly  provided  for  in  Mr.  Conway's  firm*^ 

I  do  pot  9fieft  t6  sowQ  ihe  «|^uuoii  (tf  4ii«iikttid|  1 1rMat^ 
etuni^tly  for  popularity ;  I  will  aeA  aod  will  have  popularity ; 
but  I  will  tell  you  how  I  will  ohttiu  it ;  I  will  have  that, 
poputafity  which  follows^  w4  iiot  that  which  it  mo  after.    U 
ia  uot  the  applause  of  a  day ;  it  ia  not  the  buz^aa  of  thouaaoda 
that  cm  give  a  luomeat'a  aatisfactiou  to  a  rational  beiogi  that/ 
luan'a  mind  must  indeed  be  a  weak  one>  and  hia  amhitioo  of 
a  most  depraved  sort,  who  can  be  captivated  by  auch  wretched 
dnurementa,  or  aatiafied  with  auch  luoiueutary  grati&calioua.. 
I  aay  with  the  Roman  orator^  and  can  aay  it  widi  aa  much 
truth  aa  he  did,  '  JSgo  hoc  mimo  9emp$r  Jui,  ut  invidUtm 
virtutt  pan<fm,  glariam  non  infymiam  pvi»rtmf'    But  the 
threats  have  been  carried  further ;  per»Qo^l  vi<dence  has  been  ' 
denounced^  unless  public  humour  be  complied  with ;  I  do  not- 
fear  auch  threata ;  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  reason  to  fear 
them ;  it  ia  not  the  genius  of  the  worst  of  men  in  the  worst  of 
tunes  to  proceed  to  such  abockin^^  ej^tremities :  but  if  such  an 
^ent  ahould  happen,  let  it  be  so  j  even  sueh  an  event  might 
ba  productive  of  wholesome  efiecta ;  auch  a  atroke  might  rov^ 
the  better  part  of  the  nation  from  their  lethargic  condition  t^^ 
ajitate  of  activity,  to  assert  and  execute  the  law,  and  punish^ 
tb«  dari«f  and  impious  hands  which  had  violated  iti  and  Uiose 
who  now  supinely  beheld  the  danger  which  threatens  aH 
liberty,  ^om  the  most  abandoned  licentiousness^  might,  by 
aiicb  an  event*  be  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  situation,  e^ 
drunl^n  me*  are  oftentimes  atunned  into  soln-iety.    If  the . 
security  of  our  persona  and  our  property,  of  all  we  boM  dear, 
^  veJuable,  are  to  d«pcnd  upon  the  caprice  of  a  giddy 
midtitode^  or  to  be  at  the  dispeed  of  a  giddy  mob;  if,  i^ 
compliance  with  the  bumonn^  and  to  appease  the  ctoiours 
of  tboacii  all  w^  and  poliUcal  institutions  are  to  be  di^regar4ed. 
or  overtttfownt  a  life  swewbat  more  than  aijty  if  not  worth 
'  preserving 
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ness*  and  lord  Weymouth's  discretion ;  wfail* 
the  prime  ndnister  of  Great  Britain,  in  a  rural 
retirement,  and  in  the  arms  of  faded  beautyt^ 
had  lost  all  memoty  of  his  Sovereign,  his  country 
and  himself*  In  these  instances  you  might  have 
acted  with  vigour,  for  you  would  have  had  the 
sanction  of  the  laws  to  support  you.  The  friends 
of  government  might  have  defended  you  without 
shame,  and  moderate  men,  who  wish  well  to  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  society,  might  have  had 
a  pretence  for  applauding  your  conduct.    But 

preserving  at  such  a  price,  and  he  can  never  die  too  8oon> 
who  lays  down  his  life  in  support  and  vindication  of  the  policy; 
the  govemiamt  and  the  constit^tioa  of  his  country/'  wit..  : 

*  The  Hon.  Henry  Seymour  Conway  was  brother  to  lord 
Hertford,  and  father  of  the  present  Mrs.  Damer^  who  consti- 
tutes indeed  his  only  issue.  He  had  enjoyed  several  places  of 
high  rank  and  confidence  at  court  during  the  beginning  of  his 
Majesty's  reign.  After  the  prorogation  of  parHament,  in  tfao 
year  I76i»  G.  GrenviUe,  thoo  first  lord  of  the  treasury  aQi| 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer^  in  coiqunction  with  the  duke  o( 
Bedford,  lord  president,  took  from  him  his  regiment,  and 
dismissed  him  from  his  office  as  groom  of  the  bed-chamber  to 
the  King,  in  consequence  of  having  voted  in  the  lower  housed 
in,  opposition  to  goyeromcnt,  upon  th^  question  of  General 
Warrants.  Mr.  Conway  was  made  a  seqret^Mlf^  of  state  in  the. 
Rockingham  administration  of  I7d5,  and  retained  that  post 
till  lord  Chatham,  who  succeeded  lord  Rockingham,  quitted 
office  in  Oct.  1766.  Mr.  C.  was  a  man  of  an  independent 
mind,  but  often  wavering  in  his  opinion,  and  like  his  favourite 
cousin>  Horace  Walpde,  much  attached  to  Ulerature  and  the 
fine  arts.    edit.  - 

t  The  duke  of  Grafton  was>  at  that  time,  living  with  the 
celebrated  Nancy  Parsons,  aftei*wards  lady  Maynard.  snrr.    * 
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these  it  seems  were  not  occasions  worthy  of 
your  Grace's  interposition.  You  reserved  tlie 
proofi  of  your  intrepid  spirit  for  trials  of  greater 
hazard  and  importance;  and  now,  as  if  the  most 
diflgracefid  relaxation  of  the  executive  authority 
had  given  you  a  daim  of  credit  to  indulge  in 
excesses  still  more  dangerous,  you  seem  deters 
mined  to  compensate  amply  for  yom-  former 
negligence ;  and  to  balance  the  non-execution 
of  the  laws  with  a  breach  of  the  constitution. 
From  one  extreme  you  suddenly  start  to  the 
other,  without  leaving,  between  the  weakness 
and  the  fury  of  the  passions,  one  moment's 
interval  for  the  firmness  of  the  understanding. 

These  observations,  general  as  they  are, 
might  easily  be  extended  into  a  faithful  history 
of  your  Grace's  administration,  and  perhaps  may 
be  the  employment  of  a  future  hour.  But  the 
business  of  the  present  moment  will  not  suffer 
me  to  look  back  to  a  series  of  events,  which 
cease  to  be  interesting  or  important,  because  they 
are  succeeded  by  a  measure  so  singularly  daring, 
that  it. excites  all  our  attention,  and  engrosses 
all  our  resentment. 

Your  patronage  of  Mr.  Luttrell  has  been 
crowned  with  success*.     With  this  precedent 

*  In  the  contest  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  the  House 
of  Commons,  on  the  3d  of  February,  1769,  had  proceeded  to 
the  aevere  step  of  expelling  Mr,  Wilkes^  for,  among  other 
offences,   republishing,  in  tfee  St.  James's  Chronicle,  lord, 

Weymouth's 
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before  you,  with  the  principles  on  which  it  was 
established,  and  with  a  future  House  of  Com- 
mons, perhaps  less  virtuous  than  the  present^ 
every  county  in  England,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  treasury,  may  be  represented  as  completely 
as  the  county  <^  Middlesex.     Posterity  will  be 

Weymouth's  letter  to  Mr.  Justice  Ponton,  one  of  th« 
magistrates  for  Surry,  with  the  ensuing  prefatory  remarks  * 
''  I  send  you  the  following  authentic  state  paper,  the  date  of 
which,  prior  by  mwe  than  three  weeks  to  the  fatal  10th  of 
May,  1768,  shews  how  long  the  horrid  massacre  in  St  George's 
Fields  had  been  planned  and  determined  upon,  before  it  was 
carried  into  execution,  and  how  long  a  hellish  project  can  be 
brooded  over  by  some  infernal  spirits,  without  one  moment's 
remorse."  Mr.  Wilkes  having  admitted  the  pubhcation,  the 
house  resdved,  *'  That  John  Wilkes,  Esq.  a  member  of  thia 
house,,  who  hath,  at  the  bar  of  this  house,  confessed  himself 
to  be  the  author  and  publisher  of  what  this  house  has  resolved 
to  be  an  insolent,  scandalous,  and  seditious  libel ;  and  who' 
has  been  convicted  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  of  having 
printed  and  published  a  seditious  libel,  and  three  obscene  and 
impious  libels ;  and,  by  the  judgment  of  the  said  court,  has 
been  sentenced  to  undergo  twenty-two  months  impnsonment> 
and  is  now  in  execution  uiider  the  said  judgment,  be  expelled 
this  house,"  which  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  219 
against  1S7.  On  the  I6th  of  February^  1769,  he  was  a 
second  time  returned  for  Middlesex  without  opposition.  Oa 
the  day  following  the  election  was  vacated,  and  he  was  declared 
by  a  majority  of  the  house^  incapable  of  being  elected  into  that 
parliament.  Notwithstanding  this  resolution  of  the  house,  he 
was  a  third  time^  March  10,  elected  without  opposition;  for 
X>ii)gley,  as  before  observed,  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  evea 
a  nomination.  This  election,  however,  was  also  declared  void 
^e  next  day.    The  great  mass  of  Middlesex  freeholdersi  were 

in 
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indebted  to  your  p^race  for  Hot  eontentiBg 
youcself  with  a  temporary  expedient,  but  eor 
tailing  up<m  .  them  the  immediate  Uessings  of 
your  administration.  Boroughs  were  already  top 
much  at  the  mercy  of  government  Counties 
could  ndther  be  .purchased  nor  intimidated* 

in  consequence  thrown  into  a  more  violent  commotion  than 
ever^  and  insisted  upon  their  right  to  return  whcmisoeyer  thef 
pleased,  let  parliament  expel  him  as  often  as  it  pleased/ 
Willis  was  a  third  time  expdled :  and  to  oj^x^se  him  with  a 
ctttaiot J  of  success,  another  device  was  now  contrived,  and 
under  the  promise  that  he  siiould  certainly  be  seated  f<^  the 
county  in  opposition  to  Wilkes,  coL  Luttrell  was  prevailed  upon 
to  relinquish  the  seat  he  then  held,  and  to  oppose  him  with  all 
the  force  that  could  be  mustered  up  on  the  occasion.  With 
every  possible  efibrt  exerted  in  his  favour,  however,  LuttrcU 
was  incapable  of  obtaining  more  than  two  hundred  and  ninety* 
six  votes,  and  Wilkes  was  again  returned  almost  unanimously. 
The  ministry  were  intimidated :  but  still  resolved  to  carry  their 
new  device  into  eSdCt.  Wilkes  was  not  now,  therefore,  to  be 
openfy  re-expeOed,  but,  which  amounted  to  the  same  things 
to  be  dedared  incapable  of  sitting  in  pacliaqieDt  in  consequence 
of  his  previous  expulsion,  and  Luttrell  was  of  course  declared 
the  sitting  member.  Yet,  with  an  incongruity  not  often  to  be 
parallelled,  the  sherifft,  instead  of  being  punished,  were  adw 
mitted  to  have  done  tlieir  duty,  in  allowing  Wilkes  to  hav» 
become  a  candidate,  and  in  returning  him  as  fairly  elected. 

The  nati<m  atlai^e  now  joined  in  the  cause  of  the  Middle 
sex  freeholders ;  the  parlian^ent  from  exercising  the  unconsti- 
tutional act  of  rejecting  one  person  who  was  a  real  member  ef 
fts  body,  without  an  adequate  cause,  and  in  admitting  another 
j^erson  to  be  a  member  who  had  never  been  returned  by  a 
magority  of  votes,  was  declared  to  have  passed  into  a  state  of 
j^Htfcal  incapacity,  every  vote  andactofwbich  must  necessarily 
-^  be 
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But  lli^r  solemn  deter mioed  election  may  be. 
f ejected,  and  the  man  ihey  detest  may  be  ap-^ 
pointed,  by  another  choice,  to  represent  them 
in  parliament.  Yet  it  is  admitted,  that  the  she*, 
rifis  c^yed  the  laws  and  performed  their  duty*^ 
The  return  they  made  must  have  been  legal  and 
valid,  or  undoubtedly  they  would  have  been  cen-; 
sured  for  makitig  it*  With  every  good-natured 
ailowance  for  your  Grace's  youth  and  ines^eri^ 
ence,  there  are  some  things  which  you  cannot 
but  know.  You  cannot  but  know  that  the  right 
of  the  freeholders  to  adhere  to  their  choice, 
(even  supposing  it  improperly  exerted)  was  as 
dear  and  indisputable  as  that  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  exclude  one  of  their  own  members : 
•^nor  is  it  possible  for  you  not  to  see  the  wide 
distance  there  is  between  the  negative  power  of 
r^ecting  one  man,  and  the  positive  power  of 
ap^nting  another.  The  right  of  expulsion,  in 
the  most  favoumble  sense,  is  no  more  than  the 
custom  of  parliament.  The  right  of  election  i& 
the  very  essence  of  the  constitution.  To  vio^. 
late  that  right,  and  much  more  to  transft^  it  to 

be  incompetent  and  illegis1ative>  and  the  throne  was  thronged 
with  i>etitiQns  and  remonstrances  from  every  part  of  the  king* 
domi  beseeching  his  M^esty  to  dissolve  it.  bdit. 
-  ♦Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  when  it  was  proposed  to  punish  the* 
sheriffi,  declared  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  they,  in  re- 
turning Mr^  Wilkes,  had  done  no  more  than  their  duty. 
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any  other  set  of  men,  is  a  step  leading  irnme* 
diately  to  the  dissolution  of  all  government.  So 
fiir  forth  as  it  operates,  it  constitutes  a  House  of 
Commons  which  does  not  represent  the  people. 
A  House  of  Commons  so  formed  would  involve 
a  contradiction  and  the  grossest  confusion  of 
ideas ;  but  there  are  some  ministers,  my  Lord, 
whose  views  can  only  be  answered  by  reconciling 
absurdities,  and  making  the  i^me  proposition, 
which  is  false  and  absurd  in^  argument,  true  in 
&ct.> 

This  measure,  my  Lord,  is  however  attended 
with  one  consequence,  favourable  to  the  people, 
which  I  am  persuaded  you  did  not  foresee*. 
While  the  contest  lay  between  the  ministry  and 
Mr.  Wilkes,  his  situation  and  private  character 
gave  you  advantages  over  him,  which  common 
candour,  if  not  the  memory  of  your  former 
friendship,  should  have  forbidden  you  to  make 
use  of..  To  religious  men,  you  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  exaggerating  the  irregularities  of  his  paist 
life  ; — to  moderate  men  you  held  forth  the  per- 
nicious consequences  oi  faction.  Men,  who  with 
this  character,  looked  no  farther  than  to  the  ob- 
ject before  them,  were  not  dissatisfied  at  seeing 
Mr.  Wilkes  excluded  from  parliament.  You 
have  now  taken  care  to  shift  the  question  j   or, 

.*The  reader  is  desired  to  mark  tiiis  prophecy. 
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rather,  you  have  created  %  new  one,  in  wliich 
•Mr.  Wilkes  is  no  more  concerned  than  any 
•other  &igli»h  gentleman.  You  have  united  this 
country  against  you  on  one  grand  constituti<mal 
p<Hnt,  on  the  decision  of  which  our  existence 
as  a  free  people,  absolutely  depends*  You  huve 
disserted,  not  in  words  but  in  &ct,  that  represent* 
atiorit  i^  parliament  does  not  depend  upon  the 
choice  of  the  frediolders.  If  such  a  case  can 
possibly  happen  once,  it  may  happen  frequently  j 
it  may  happen  always ; — ^and  if  three  hundred 
votes,  by  any  mode  of  reasoning  whatsoever,  can 
prevail  against  twelve  hundred,  the  same  reason* 
ing  would  equally  have  given  Mr.  Luttrell  his 
seat  with  ten  votes,  or  even  with  one.  The  con- 
sequences of  this  attack  upon'  the  constitution 
are  too  plain  and  palpable  not  to  alarm  the  dull- 
est appr^ension.  I  trust  you  will  find  that  the 
people  of  England  are  neither  deficient  in  spi- 
rit nor  understanding,  though  you  have  treated 
them,  as  if  they  had  neither  sense  to  feel,  nor 
spirit  to  resent  We  have  reason  to  thank  God 
and  our  ancestors,  that  there  never  yet  was  a 
minister  in  this  country,  who  could  stand  the 
issue  of  such  a  conflict ;  and  with  every  preju- 
dice in  fiivour  of  your  intentions,  I  see  no  such 
abilities  in  your  Grace,  as  should  entitle  you  to 
succeed  in  an  enterprise,  in  which  the  ablest 
and  basest  of  your  predecessors  have  fi>und  their 
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ddfitructiop*  You  may  contitiue  to  deceive  ^wmr 
j^mcious  master  Dvith  £dse  represefttstions  of-  the 
temper  ami  ccmdittan  of  Im  sobjects.  You  msy 
command  a  veo$i  vote,  because  it  is  the  common 
established  appendage  of  your  office.  But  never 
hope  Ihat  the  freeholders  wiU  make  a  tame  sixr« 
render  of  their  rights,  or  that  an  English  army 
will  join  Avith  you  in  overturning  the  liberties  of 
their  country.  They  ^know  that  their  first  duty, 
as  citizens,  is  paramount  to  all  subsequent  en* 
gagements,  nor  will  they  prefer  the  disdpltne, 
nof  even  the  honours  of  their  p^o&ssicmv  to  those 
aacred  original  rights,  which  belonged  to  them 
before  they  were  soldiers,  afid  which  they  claim 
and  possess  as  the  birdui^^  of  Eng^shinen^ 

Return,  my  Lord,  before  it  be  too  late„  to 
that  easy  insipid  system,  which  you  first  set  out 
with.  Take  back  your  misttess*^  ;*-^die  napie  x£ 
friend  may  be  &tat  to  her,:  fiir  it  leads  to  treiichety 
and  persecution^  Inddge  die  peo{de«  Attend 
NewmaiJcet  Mr.  LiittccU  niMy  agmn  vacate  his 
scat;  iaod  Mn  Wilkes, if  not  persecuted,  trill  soon 
be  finrgixtten.  To  be  weak  and  inactive  is  safer 
than  to  be  daring  and  ciimattal;  and  tride  is  tlie 

:  :^irh9D(ik«v  JBibpQit  ilp^tiinf,  kad  sqiaratifd  Inmidf/iXMa 
^D  Pau'sons,  but  propoBed  to  continoe  united  witb  bec^  to 
some  platouic  terms  of  friendsbip^  whicb  ,she  rejected  with 
contempt.  His  baseness  to  tbis  woman  is  beyond  desci^jption 
ifbdief.    .  ..  '      - 
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llistance  between  a  riot  of  the  populace  'aiid  a 
convulsion  of  the  whole  kij^oHi*  Yoa  may 
lii^e  to  make  the  experiment,  but  no  honest  man 
can  wis}]  yon  should  survive  it; 

^      '  .JUNIUS." 


.      LETTER  Xir. 

TO   HIS   GRA.CE   TH£   DUKE  OF   GAAFTON. 
MY  hOKO,  30  Jl%.  i769i 

Iv  the  measurm  in  whidi  ^  you  faavg 
been  most  successful,  had  been  suppcnrted  by 
any  tolerable  appearance  of  argument,  I  should 
have  thought  my  time  not  ill  employedv  ii\  con^ 
tinuing  to  exuune  your  conduot  as  a  minister^ 
and  stating  it  fiuriy  to  the  jrjAMc.  But  wfaeii  I 
see  qpiestioins, .  of  the  hi^est  natimial  impwfc* 
ance,  canied  as  they  have  been,  and  the  first 
principles  of  the  oonstitution  openly  vioilatodi 
ivitkwt  argmnent  or  decency,  I  confess,  I  give 
up  tibe  cause  in  dedpatr*  The  itaeanest  of  yotir 
Ipredecessors  had  abilities  sufficient  to  give  a 
eolour  to  their  measures*  If  they,  invaded  the 
righto  cf  the  people^  tliey  did  not  dare  to  oSisx 
a  direct  insult  to  tlmur  understandha^^  and,  in 
fiuxner  times,  the  most  venal  parliaments  made 
it  a  condition,  in  their  bargain  with  the  minister^ 
tiiat  he  should  fhrniah  them  with  some  plausible 
pceteaces  for  selling  tJoeir  country  mA  them^ 
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selv^.  Yc^  have  had  t^e  merit  of  kitrodudng 
a  more  comp^idiotis  system  of  government,  and 
logic.  You  neither  address  yourself  to  the  pas- 
sions, nor  to  the  understanding,  but  simply  to 
the  touch.  You  apply  yourself  immediately  to 
the  feelings  of  your  friends,  who,  contrary  to 
the  forms  of  parliament,  never  enter  heartily 
into  a  debate  until  they  have  divided. 

Relinquishing,  therefore,  all  idle  views  of 
amendment  to  your  Grace,  or  of  benefit  to  the 
pubficy  let  me'  be  permitted  to  consider  your 
character  and  conduct  merely  as  a  subject  of 
curious  speculation.-— There  is  something  in 
both,  whidi  distingukhes  you  not  only  from 
all  other  ministers,  but  all  other  men.  It  is  not 
that  yoU  do  wrong  by  design,  but  that  you 
fihould  never  do  right  by  mistake.  It  is  not  that 
your  indolence  and  your/  activity  have  been 
equally  misapplied,  but  that  thb  first  uniform 
principle,  or,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  ike  geniofi  of 
your  life,  should  have  carried  you  through  every 
possible  change  and  contradiction  of  conduct, 
without  the  momentary  imputation  or  colour  of 
a  virtue ;  and  that  the  wildest  spirit  of  inconsis^ 
tency  should  never  once  have  befa-ayed  you  into 
a  wise  or  honourable  action.  This,  I  own,  give^ 
an  air  of  singularity  to  your  fortune,  as  well  aa 
to  your  disposition.  Let  us  look  back  togetha^ 
to  a  scen^^  ip  ^hicfa  a  mind  like  yoursr mllfin^ 
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laotliing  to  repent  of.  Let  us  tiy,  my  Lord,  how 
well  you  have  supported  the  various  relations  in 
'  which  you  stood,  to  your  Sovereign,  your  coun* 
try,  your  friends,  and  yourself.  Give  us,  if  it  be 
be  po^ible,  some  excuse  to  posterity,  and  to 
ourselves,  for  submitting  to  your  administration. 
If  BOt  the  abilities  of  a  great  minister,  if  not 
the  integrity  of  a  patriot,  or  the  fidelity  of  a 
fiiend,  shew  us,  at  least,  the  firmness  of  a'man. — 
For  the  sake  of  your  mistress,  the  lover  shall  b^ 
spared.  I  will  not  lead  h^r  into  public,  as  yoii 
have  done,  nor  will  I  insult  the  memory  of  de- 
parted beauty.  Her  sex,  which  alonie  made  heir 
amiable  in  your  eyes,  makes  her  respectable  in 
mine. 

The  character  of  the  reputed  ancestors  of 
some  men,  has  made  it  possible  for  their  de* 
scendants  to  be  vicious  in  the  extreme,  without 
being  degenerate.  Those  of  your  Grace,  tbv 
instance,  left  no  distressing  examples  of  virtue^ 
even  to  their  legitimate  posterity;  and  you  may 
look  back  with  pleasure  to  an  illustrious  pedi» 
gree,  in  which  heraldry  has  not  left  a  single 
good  quality  upon  record  to  insult  ^  or  upbrfttd 
you  ^.   You  have  better  proofs  <^  your  descent^ 

*  The  first  duke  of  Grafton  was  a  natural  son  of  Charles  11. 
During  the  progress  of  the  revolution  he  abandoned  the  Stuarti 
£[>r  king  William ;  and  his  descendants  had  hitherto  generally 
ranked  themselves  among  the  p^rty  «f:  the  Whig^-    sott; 

VOL.  !•  tt 


48i  LETTERS  OF 

iiiy  Lord)  than  tibe  register  ofamarrhge^  or  any 
troablesome  inhmtance  of  r^mtation.  There 
are  some  herecHtaiy  strokes  of  character,  by 
which  a  fkmily  may  be  as  clearly  distinguished 
as  by  the  blackest  features  of  tiie  human  fiice. 
Charles  l^e  first  fived  and  died  a  hypocrite. 
CSiarles  the  second  ^as  a  hypocrite  of  another 
sort,  end  should  have  died  upon  the  same  sca& 
£cid*  At  the  distance  of  a  century,  we  see 
their  diflerent  characters  happily  revived,  and 
blended  in  your  Grace.  Sullen  and  severe  with- 
out religion,  profligate  without  gaiety,  you 
lire  like  Qiarles  the  second,  without  being  an 
amiable  companion,  and,  for  aught  I  know,  may 
die  as  his  father  did,  without  the  reputation  of 
a  martyr. 

You  had  already  taken  3^ur  degrees  with 
credit  in  those  schools,  in  which  the  English 
nobili^  ai'e  formed  to  virtue,  when  you  were 
introduced  to  lord  C%tathain's  protection*. 
Fiwa.  Newmarket,  White's,  and  the  Opposition, 
he  gave  you  to  the  world  with  an  dr  of  popu- 
larity, which  young  men  usually  set  out  with, 
and  seldom  preserve  :'-^grave  and  plausiUe 
enough  to  be  thought  fit  for  business,  too  yoong 
for  treachery,  and,  in  short,  a  patriot  of  no  un- 
promising expectations*  Lord  Chatham  was  the 

*  T»  undentand  these  passag^es,  the  reader  is  referred  to  a 
noted  pampbl^  calkd  the  Hi$taiy  of  the  Mtnwitj^. 
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earKest  object  of  your  politics^  ii^onder  stfid  at- 
taobment*.  Yet  ycm  deserted  Him,  vtpdtk  the  firsrf 
bopes  ihat  ctfef  ed  of  an  equal  tshaiie  of  powef 
with  lord  Rockingham.  When  the  dtdke  of 
Cambeiiatid'tf  fif St  negotiatioti  filled,  ahd  t^hetf 
ifae  &T0urite  was  pushed  to  the  last  e%tt(5ixAtyi 
you  saved  him,  by  joftiing  with  an  aditiinistra^ 
tioii^  in  whfch  lofd  Chatham  had  refused  to  ett^ 
gage.    Stffl^  bowever,  he  was  your  iHendy  atf^ 

^  The  duke  of  Graflon  was  first  introduced  into  the  poUtical 
wodd  at  aa  early  period  of  Kfe,  und^r  the  auspices  and  pr^ 
tectkm  of  tord  Ckdllnki  (tben  Mr,  PHQ  a»  a  dgxetmktM 
Wkig«    To  the  adnmiiatralimi  of  knrd  Bute  micoBtdbd  thai  «f 
G.  QfeiwiUe  and  the  duke  of  Bedford,  who  soon  became  oIh 
noxious  to  lord  Bute,  the  guardian  of  his  Majesty's  non-ag6» 
and  dtitt  his  confidential  adviser.    The  duke,  of  Cumberland, 
nnefe  1^  the  Sjtig;  waa  deputed  to  propose  anefiher  adminis*- 
tration  conjointly  to  Mr.  Pitt,  lord  TempWy  and  \6i!A  Lyttfe^^ 
ton.    They  however^  objected  to  the  undise  iafladnee  of  the 
noble  fiivourite,  and  the  proposal  was  declined.     Lord  Rock- 
ingham was  now  appliisd  to,  and  prevailed  trpon  to  take  the 
lead,  and  form  an  administration  of  his  o\^A :  'Mr.-  Pitt  i%- 
toMtd  t<^  itnite  ki  it,  but  tbe  duke  of  C^ftbj^  d^sellbd  Mm, 
and  accepted  tbe  o&oe  of  secretary  of  alat&    With  tkml  ad- 
ministration,, however,  he  so«iv  be»am4  cSiag^ined  an4  ve« 
signed  his  ofla«e.     Lord  Chatham  again  received  him  into 
communion ;  an  J  in  the  ministry,  shortly  after  planned  and 
carticd  into  effect  by  himself,  in  which-  tt  hefd  the  prity 
atd,  be.  notiuntffed  the  dbhe  o#  OraHon  €Nt  ferd-  of  iA^ 
teaaury.    M  the  head  of  this  neW  syMeiiA,  h^itever^  1^ 
Chatham  did  not  long  continue — he  withdrew  in  disgust  ^  but 
the  noble  Duke;  instead  of  following  him,  took  the  lead  upon 
himself,  and  commenced  an  administration  of  his  own.   i^Dit: 

II  2 
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you  are  jrct  to  explain  to  the  world,'  why  you 
consented  to  act  without  him,  or  why,  after 
uniting  with  lord  Rockingham,  you  deserted 
and  betrayed  him.  You  complained  that  no 
measures  were  taken  to  satisfy  your  patron,  and 
that  your  fitend,  Mr.  Wilkes,  who  had  suffered 
90  much  for  the  party,  had  been  abandoned  to 
his  &te«  They  have  since  contributed,  not  a 
Uttle,  to  your  present  plenitude  of  power ;.  yet, 
I  think,  lord  Chatham  has  less  reason  than  ever 
to  be  satisfied ;  and  as  for  Mr.  Wilkes,  it  is, 
perhaps,  the  greatest  misfortune  of  his  life,  that 
you  should  have  so  many  comjpehsations  to  make 
in  the  closet  for  your  former  friendship  with  him. 
Tour  gracious  master  understands  your  charac- 
ter^ and  makes  you  a  persecutor,  because  you 
have  been  a  friend. 

Lord  Chatham  formed  his  last  administration 
upon  principles  which  you  certainly  concurred 
in,  or  you  could  never  have  been  placed  at  the 
|iead  of  the  treasury.  By  deserting  those  prin- 
ciples, and  by  acting  in  direct  contradiction  to 
tiiem,  in  which  he  found  you  were  secretly  sup- 
ported  in  the  closet,  you  soon  fwced  him  to  leave 
you  to  yourself,  and  to  withdraw  his  name  from 
an  administration,  which  had  been  formed  on 
the  credit  of  it.  You  had  then  a  prospect  of 
friendships  better  suited  to  your  genius,  and 
more  likely  to  fix  your  disposition.    Marriage 
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is  the  point  on  which  every  rake  is  stationary 
at  last;  andtruly,  my  Lord,  you  may  Well  be 
weary  of  the  circuit  you  have  taken,  for  you 
have  now  fairly  travelled  through  every  sign  in 
the  political  zodiac,  from  the  Scorpion,  in  which 
you  stung  lord  Chatham,  to  the  hopes  of  a 
Virgin*  in  the  house  of  Bloomsbury.  One  would 
think  that  you  had  had  sufficient  experience  di* 
the  frailty  of  nuptial  engagements,  or,  at  leasts 
that  such  a  friendship  as  the  duke  of  Bedfprd^s, 
might  have  been  secured  to  you  by  the  auspici- 
ous marriage  of  your  late  Duchess  with  t  his 
nephew.  But  ties  of  this  tender  nature  cannot 
be  drawn  too  close ;  and  it  may  possibly  be  a 
part  of  the  duke  of  Bedford's  ambition,  after 
making  her  an  honest  woman,  to  work  a  miracle 
of  the  same  sort  upon  your  Grace.  This  worthy 
nobleman  has  long  dealt  in  virtue.  There  has 
bjeen  a  large  consumption  of  it  in  his  own  &- 
mily ;  and,  in  the  way  of  traffic,  I  dare  say,  he 
has  bought  and  sold  more  than  half  the  repre- 
sentative integrity  of  the  nation. 

In  a  political  view»  this  union  is  not  impru- 
dent. The  favour  of  princes  is  a  perishable  com- 
modity.   You  have  now  a  strength  sufficient  to 

*  His  Grace  had  lately  married  Miss  Wrottesley,  niece  </ 
the  Good  Gertrude,  duchess  qf  Bedford* 

t  Miss  Liddel,  after  her  divorce  from  the  Dake^  married 
lord  Upper  Ossory. 
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Qommvpd  the  closet  j  s^nd  if  it  be  necessary  to 
betray  on/^  frif^ndship  more,  ypu  may  set  ev^a 
}or4  Sute  at.  defiance.  Mr»  Stuart  Mackeime 
may  pps^bly  remember  iniiat  use  tbe  duke  of 
Bedfi:)rd  usually  makes  of  his  power*  ;  and  our 
gracious  Sovereign,  I  doubt  not,  r^oices  at  thiB 
^rst  appearance  of  union  among  his  servants. 
His  late  Majesty,  under  the  hfippy  ipfluenc?  ^ 
a  family  connection  between  his  ministers,  was- 
relieved  from  the  cares  of  government.  A 
more  active  prince  may  perhaps^  ob^^erv^,  with 
suspicion,  by  what  degrees  an  artftd  servant 
^vow^  upon  his  master,  from  the  ftc^t  unlimited 
pro£sssions  of  duty  and  at^chment,  to  the  pain«- 
fill  representation  of  the  necessity  of  the  royal 
service,  and  sopn^  in  regular  progression,  to 
the  humble  insolence  of  dic;tatii^  in  all  the  ob«- 
sequious  forms  of  peremptory  submission*  The 
interval  is  carefiiUy  employed  in  fonning  eon" 
flections,  cheating  interests,  cpUectiqg  a  party, 
and  laying  the  fqm^aihw  of  dpiiliU^  warrif^eat} 

*  Mr.  Stuart  MadStcnzie  was  brotb^r  i^  the  earl  of  Bute. 
5>^  d^l^e  9f  B^4?r4*9  a^qs^  f^^m^v  here  Tcfcrro^  U>,  u  again 
noticed  ip.  Juniv§i  Letter  :??^vv  Vol.  IJ.  p.  97>>^  con»i#ted 
in  compellipg  his  Majesty  to  displace  Mr.  Mack^zie  from  the 
office  of  Lord  fVivy  Seal  of  Scotland^  shortly  after  his  appoint- 
ment, in  favour  of  lord  Frederick  Campbell.  In  this  act  of 
^(^cioiji  Mr.  Grenvifle  bof^  fia  «q|4al  part  wHb  the  n<*lc 
Duke.  Upon  the  resignation  of  \bi«9  wimifam^  M».  Sluairt 
Mackeuzie  v^  r^iiistate4  W  hia  {bmier^poic.,   toiT. 

t  See  notes  in  the  preceding  page,    eoit*  .  ^ 
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tuttfl  the  dduded  prince,  who  thought  he  Imd 
found  a  ctestitare  piMthuted  to  hta  service,  and 
insignificant  enough  to  be  always  dependent 
upon  Ub  pleasure^  &ids  him  at  hat  too  strong 
to  be  coounalided,  and  too  fomudafaie  to  be  re- 
moved. 

Your  Gface'Js  public  ctmduct,  as  a  minister, 
is  but  the  counterpart  of  your  private  histbijr; 
—the  same  inconsistency,  the  same  contradic- 
tions. In  America  we  trace  you,  from  the  first 
opposition  to  the  Stamp  Act*,  cm  principlea  of 

*  At  the  petMl  liefe  jhefiBfreil  to,  the  Ameriisiin  cokmkibftd 
acquired  inch  t  popntelimi,  and  |»rdportMMi  of  tmUic  wesMi, 
10  to  fender  it  aeccsMoy  to  etiqoine,  motfe  criticdl)y  than  bad 
hitherto  been  done,  Mo  the  pecalitr  mode  of  ito  politieal  con^ 
neetion  wHh  the  mother  counlry,  and  to  hind  it  feo  Ute  tatier 
fai  a  molt  definite  bond.  It  wi«  found  that  nMMt  it  the  pfo> 
▼ineial  deputments  weM  ehartered  by  the  crown  and  expMriy 
exempted  fWan  legMadye  teication,  but  that  otheir»  iK^ere  not 
chartered  in  any  way,  and  of  ooune  poiMMd  no  «tteh  prifi^ 
lege.  From  the  capacity  of  their  beiftg  now  aMe  to  eontribnie 
lo  the  engenciei  of  thM^  Mte,  fiMi  a  deiire  to  eqfnaKse  the 
entire  colonimftion,  and  from  a  pypfctiied  bdief  thift  eha(tei'§ 
granted  by  the  crown  With  Mich  an  exeoftption  •#  abofe,  dift- 
pla]/^  an  undue  itretch  of  the  prerogative,  ft  WAideiemiaed 
upon,  by  Mr.  GrenviUe's  administration,  to  Mm|;  ikt  ttaMr 
boldly  to  an  iflBoe,  andf<iM*  the  legidatare  lodtAaian  authority 
xmf  the  eoIonleA  by  ptnangan  «et  which  ihoaU  itameAiaidy 
afftet  diem.  T%e  feiatute  enacted  for  this  ptrpoee  was  the 
Sidnq^  Act,  wUeb  Hnpoaed  a  duty  upon  mtakjot  tto  articlei 
moBtomrteuft  through  the  eolooii^.'  iWcolonieiwerethttrwii 
into  a  generil  comAotwA  by  Ait  measure,  the  dwity  cooM  fl^ 

be 
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convemence,  to  Mr.  Pitt's  surrender  of  the 
right;  thenf<H*ward  to  lord  Rockingham's  stir- 
'  render  of  the  £ict ;  then  back  again  to  lord 
Rockingham's  declaration  of  the  right;  then  for- 
ward to  taxation  with  Mr.  Townshend ;  and  in 
the  last  instance,  from  the  gentle  Conway!s  un- 
determined discretion,  to  blood  and  compulsion 
with,  the  duke  of  Bedford  *  :  Yet  if  we  maybe- 

be  collected,  and  almost  every  province  became  ripe  for  re- 

^  -     •  •   *  ■     -  • 

.bellion.   . 

At  home  the.members  of  opposition  doubted,  or  afifected  to 

doubt,  both  the  propriety  and  legality  of  the  conduct  of  admi- 
WtratiQn^  Mr.  Pitt  denied  tber^^^,  the  marquis  of  Rock- 
,il^ham  admitted  the  right,  but  denied  the  expediency;  while 
,many  politicians  perplexed-  by  the.  sophistry  advanced  by  the 
pleaders  on  all  sides,  vacillate  in  their  opinion,  and  sometimes 
united  wiih  one  party  lund  seioetimes  with  another.  Of  this 
Ja^t'  desci^ptiiHi  was  the  duke  of  Gra^Um,  who  occasi<H^y 
favoured  Mr.  Pitt's  x^nion,  occasionally  the  nuirquis  of  Rock- 
ingham'^4  and  at  last  sided  with  Mr.  Charles  Townshend  in  a 
jE|etecmined  resdution  to  carry  the  sy^em  of  taxation  into  ef- 
fect at  all  hazards*    aniT.   . 

'  *  Mr.  Knox,  in  his '.'  Extra  official  Sts^  Pjapers,''  from  irtiich 
extracts  have  been  made.in  notes  to  Miscellaneous  Letteni, 
^os.  xxxi.  and  hui.  Vol.  II.  pages  87  and  196,  narrates  the 
jfoDQwiDg  anecdote  as  having  happened-  to  himself  on  the  re* 
peal  <^  the  Stamp  Act. . 

t  ' "  The  momiaEig  aQter  the  resolution  passed  in  the  House  of 
C^ommons,  to  repe^  ,the  St^mp,  Act,,  and  to  bring  in  the  decla* 
r^atpry  biU,  I  vifas  sent  fpr  to  a  meeting  pf  the  Opposition  at 
Mr.  Aigby's  in  Papl^ent  Street ;  when  I  cam^  there,  Mr. 
^^epi^e.  a^  Mr.  Kigby  ca?ne  out  to  me,  and  told  me,  thj? 
Puke  of  Bedford  and  several  others  .desired  to  know  my  opi- 
f  nion 
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Ueve  the  simplicity  of  lord  North's  eloquence,  %% 
the  opening  of  next  sessions  you  are  once  more 
to  be  the  patron  of  America.  Is  this  the  \i?is» 
dom  of  a  great  minister  ?  or  is  it  the  ominous  vi- 
braticm  of  a  pendulum  ?  Had  you  no  opmon  of 
your  own,  my  Lord  ?  m  was  it  the  gratificatioa 
of  betraying  every  party  with  which  you  have 
been  united,  and  of  desiertiAg  every  political 
principle  in  which  you  had  concurred  ? 

Your,  enemies  may  turn  their  eyes  without  re- 
gret from  this  admirable  system  of  provincial  go- 
vernment. They  will  find  gratifk^ation  enough  in 
the  survey  of  your  domestic  and  foreign  policy. 

If,  instead  of  disowning  lord  Shelbume,  the 
British  court  had  interposed  with  dignity  and 
firmness,  you  know,  my  Lord,  that  Corsioa  would 
never  have  been  invaded  *.  The  French  saw 
the  weakness  of  a  distracted  ministry,  and  were 

nion  of  the  eflfects  which  thcae  retsolutions  would  produce,  ia 
•America.  .  My  answer  was  m  few  words — addrtuei  qf  thanh 
and  measure*  qf  rebellion.  Mr.  .Grenville  smiled  and  shook  his 
bead,  and  Mr.  Rigby  swore  by  G — d  he  thought  %o,  and  both 
wished  me  a  good  morning/'  -  bdit.  • 

^  Lord  iShelbume,  father  to  the  present  marquis  of  Li&ip 
downe«  while  secretary  of  state,  instructed  our  ambassador,  at 
the  court  d  ^VcrsaSles  to  rckaonslnfte,  in  ycary  tptrited.  lerms, 
oil  the  intended  invasioii  of  Corsica  by.  the  FMOck.  His  Lord* 
^hip'a  cimduet,  ho^ever^.WM  disavowed  by  his  ooHeaguissj  and 
ike  resigped  his  situation,  Oct.  21, 1768.  But  see  note  tp  Let* 
ter  III.  ati^tf,  p.  41d«    Bf»iT. 
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justified  ill  treating  you  mth  cmitenipt.  They 
would  piobaUjhsve  yidded  in  the  first  instance, 
Ather  tluui  hazard  a  rapture  widi  this  countiy ; 
bnty  being  once  ei^aged,  ^€y  cannot  retreat 
^without  dishonour.  Common  sense  foresees  con- 
eequendee  'which  have  escaped  your  Gtace's  pe- 
n^ttatioQ.  J^ther  we  suflfer  the  FVendi  to  make 
on  acquisition,  the  importance  of  which  you 
have  probably  no  conception  of,  or  we  oppose 
them  l^y  sin  underhand  management,  which  only 
disgraces  us  in  the  eyes  of  £urq>e,  without 
answering  any  purpose  of  policy  or  prudence. 

.  From  secret^  indirect  assistance,  a  transition  to 
some  more  open  decisive  measures  becomes  un- 
avoidable }  tt&  at  last  we  find  ourselves  princi • 
)[>als  in  the  w&r,  and  are  obMged  to  hazard  eveiy 
iSiiiig  for  an  objiect  which  mi^ht  have  original 
been  obtained  without  expense  or  danger.  I  am 
not  versed  in  the  politics  of  the  north ;  but  this 
I  believe  is  certain,  that  half  the  money  you  have 
distributed  to  carry  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
or  even  your  secretary's  share  in  the  last  sub- 
scription, would  have  kqpt  the  Turks  at  your 

,  darotion'^*    Was  it  economy,  my  Lord  ?  or  did 

^  The  Oltfiinin  FMe  wm  atlftii  tioteia  dKtoiaMir  VnaA 
Mn^omi  the«cmi4Wa>«i]laiie»8Upp^Fmfiimth 

86  M  to4niMe it t^suf^mt  more  mtomMfy^km  war  m  iHiieb 
it  was  engaged  with  Russia,    The  grtwing  ektcot  «r  Fraicii 

influeDce 
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tbf  <^  rewitiMKeyMt  hvm  nnstently  met  inOi 
IB  tl)«  Sritiabi«0iwtei  iMbe  jroo  dopair  of  coc^ 
nq^g  the  XHVftii  f  Yon  fiMnds  indeed  liaw 
the  i^  daimupcm  your  bounty,  but  if  five 
hiuvked  pcnnMkriayear  can  be  spared  in  penflkm 
to^^ir  John  Moore%it  would  not  have  disgraced 
y<m<  to  haye  Allowod  someliiing  to  the  secret  mi^ 
vice  of  the  patitc.^ ; ' 

You  maU.  say  perhaps  that  the  situaticm  cf  a£* 
&tr9  at  home  dmauded  and  engrossed  the  wfaeke 
of  your  attentiMi.  Here,  I  confess,  ycm  have 
been  aetii^^  An  aaikble,  accompKshed  Prince 
aaorada  .the  throne  under  the  happiest  of  aft 
su£^oes,  the  acclamations  and  united  alfectioiis 
of  hie  sidigects.  The  first  measures  of  his  reiga^ 
and  evea  tiie  odium  of  a  fiivourite,  were  not 
dole  to  shake  their  attaohmenL  Fmt  services, 
my  Lord,  have  been  more  8ucce6sfiil«  Since 
you  were  permitted  to  take  the  lead,  ve  h»is 
seciL  tiie  natural  effbcts  d*  a  syateln  o(  gorenb 
mottt,  at  .ottcf  tboth  odious  and  contempttMe* 
Weihave  seen  the  laws  sometinies  scandalotidy 
rdased^  sometiiBsea  violently  iikretcbed  beyhnd 

mfhietice  tuver  tht  continent,  might,  in  this  instance  perhirps« 
have  easily  been  curtailed,  by  a  little  address,  and  even  trans- 
feftfod  l»  iimoaattct  St,  Jaia«i^s.    uoIit«      • 

^Sp  Jokn  M9$M  was  an  M  Nefvnarliet  acqininlanrf  If 
faM  Srace^i,  <«iKrt  <ke  sueeeeded  in  cottptiefdy  aqoaDdsiiiig 
a«aykiaiMrivatolBnttii&  Tliedak»^  Gtaft^t  ovl^csia^ 
passion,  obtained  for  him  the  pension  in  question*    iDit. 
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tkeir  tone..  We  have  sma  the  sacMNl  penoit  of  the 
Sovereign  insulted;  and  in  profouiMl  peace,  and 
.with  an  undisputed  title,  the  fidelity  of  his  sub- 
jects brought  by  his  own  servants  into  public 
question*.    Without  abilities,  resolution,  or  in- 
terest, you  have  done  more  than  lord  Bute 
could  accompliA,>ith  all  Scotland  at  his  heek. 
Your  Grace,  little  anxious  perhaps  either  for 
present  or  future  reputation,  will  not  desire  to 
be  handed  down  in  these  colours  to  posterity. 
You  have  reason  to  flatter  yourself  that  the  me* 
moiy  of  your  administration  will  survive  even 
the  forms  of  a  constitution,  which  our  ancestors 
vainly  hoped  would  be  immortal ;  and  as  fbr  yoiur 
personal  character,  I  will  not,  for  the  honour  of 
human  nature,  suppose  that  you  can  wish  to 
have  it  remembered.    The  conditioa  of  the  pre- 
sent times  is  desperate^  indeed ;  but  there  is  a 
debt  due  to  those  who  come  after  us,  and  it  is 
die  historian's  office  to  pumsh,  though  he  cannot 
correct.    I  do  not  give  you  to  posterity  as  a 
pattern  to  imitate,  but  as  an  example  to  deter ; 
and  as  your  conduct  comprehends  every  thing 
that  a  wise  or  honest  minister  should  avoid,  I 


*  The  wise  Duke,  about  this  time,  exerted  all  the  mflocBce 
V  gOTernment  to  procure  aiddrefltet  to  latiify  the  King^  of  the 
flddjty  of  liii  subjects.  They  came  in  very  thick  from  Scoi^ 
Umd;  but,  afker  the  appearance  of  this  letter,  we  heard  no 
more  of  them. 
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tiiean  to  make  you  a  ii^;atiye  instruction  to  your 

successiurB  for  ever. 

JUNIUS.   . 


LETTER  XIII. 

* 

TO   THE   PRINTER    OF   THE   PUBLIC    ADVERTISER. 

SIR,  12  June,  1769. 

The  duke  of  Grafton's  friends,  not. 
finding  it  convenient  to  enter  into  a  contest  with 
Junius,  are  now  reduced  to  the  last  melancholy 
resource  of  defeated  argument,  the  flat  general 
charge  of  scurrility  and  falsehood.  As  for  his 
style,  I  shall  leave  it  to  the  critics.  The  truth  of 
his  facts  is  of  more  importance  to  the  public. 
They  are  of  such  a  nature,  that  I  think  a  bare 
contradiction  will  have  no  weight  with  any  man, 
who  judges  for  himself.  Let  us  take  them  in 
the  order  in  which  they  appear  in  his  last, 
letter. 

1.  Have  not  the  first  rights  of  the  people, 
and  the  first  principles  of  the  constitution  been 
openly  invaded,  and  the  very  name  of  an  elec- 
tion made  ridiculous  by  the  arbitrary  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Luttrell  ? 

'  2»  Did  not  the  duke  of  Graflon  frequently 
lead  his  mistress  into  public,  and  even  place  her 
at  the  head  of  his  table,  as  if  he  had  pulled  down 
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dfi  afieiefit^  tMipie  of  Veam^  and  amid  buty  aU 
decency  and  shame  under  the  mA»?««-l0  thk  tiie 
man  who  dares  to  talk  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  morals  ? 

S.  Is  not  the  churacter  of  his  presumptive 
ancestors  as  strongly  marked  in  him,  as  if  he  had 
descended  from  them  in  a  direct  legitimate  line  ? 
The  idea  of  his  death  is  only  prophetic ;  and  what 
is  prophecy  but  a  narrative  preceding  the  fact  ? 

4.  Was  not  lord  Chatham  the  first  who  rais- 
ed him  to  the  rank  and  post  of  a  minister,*  and 
the  first  whom  he  abandoned  ? 

5.  Did  he  not  join  with  lord  Rockingham, 
and  betray  him  ? 

6.  Was  he  not  the  bosom  friend  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  whom  he  now  pursues  to  destruction  ? 

7.  IMd  he  not  take  his  degrees  with  credit  at 
Newmarket,  White's,  and  the  Opposition  ? 

8.  After  deserting  lord  Chatham's  principles, 
and  sacrificing  his  friendship,  is  he  not  now  close- 
ly united  with  a  set  of  men,  wlho,  though  they 
have  occasionally  joined  with  all  parties,  have  in 
every  different  situation,  and  at  all  times,  been 
equally  and  constantly  detested  by  this  country  ? 

9.  Has  not  sir  John  Moore  a  pension  of  five 
hundred  pounds  a  year  I — This  may  probably 
be  an  acquittance  of  favours  upon  the  turf;  but 

*  Mittl^sini&badat^HstiBiefeurpawedthepE^ 
her  youth  and  beauty,    axituor. 

See  thi9  anecdote  related  more  in  detail  in  lilisceUaneous 
Ectter,  No.  xx.  Vol.  IH.  p.  40.    edit. 
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is  it  possible  for  a  minister  to  offer  a  grosser  out- 
rage to  a  nation,  which  has  so  very  lately  cleared 
away  the  beggary  of  the  civil  list,  at  the  expense 
of  more  than  half  a  million  ? 

10.  Is  there  any  one  mode  of  thinking  or 
acting  with  respect  to  America,  which  the  duke 
of  Grafton  has  not  successively  adopted  and 
abandoiied  ? 

11.  Is  there  not  a  singular  mark  of  shame 
set  upon  this  man,  who  has  so  little  delicacy  and 
feeling  as  to  submit  to  the  opprobrium  of  marry- 
ing a  near  relation  of  one  who  had  debauched 
his  wife  ?— In  the  name  of  decency,  how  arc 
these  aimable  cousins  to  meet  at  their  uncle's 
table  ?— It  wiD  be  a  scene  in  CBdipus,  wifliout 
the  distress.— Is  it  wealth,  or  wit,  or  beauty,— 
or  is  the  amorous  youth  in  love  ? 

The  re9t  is  notorious.  That  Corsica  has  been 
sacrificed  to  the  French ;  that  in  some  instances 
the  laws  have  been  scandalously  relaxed,  and  in 
othersL  daringly  violated ;  and  that  the  King^s 
jsuljects  have  been  called  upon  to  assure  him  of 
their  fidelity  3,  in  spite  of  the  measures  of  his  ser- 
vants. 

A  writer,  who  builds  his  arguments  upon 
fikcts  such  as  these,  is  not  easily  to  be  confuted; 
He  is  not  to  be  answered  by  general  assertions, 
or  general  reproaches.  He  may  want  eloquence 
to  amuse  or  persuade,  but,  speaking  truth,  he 
must  always  convince. 

PHILO  JUNIUS, 
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LETTER  XIV. 

/ 

TO  THE  PRINTER   OF   THE   PUBLIC   ADVERTISER, 

SIR,  22  Jme,  I7d9. 

The  name  of  Old  Noll  is  destined  to 
be  the  ruin  of  the  house  of  Stuart.  There  is  an 
ominous  fatality  in  it,  which  even  the  spurious 
descendants  of  the  &mily  cannot  escape.  Oliver 
Cromwell  had  the  merit  of  conducting  Charles 
the  first  to  the  block.  Your  correq)ondent  Old 
Noll*  appears  to  have  the  same  ^  design  upon 
the  duke  of  Grafton.  His  arguments  conmst 
better  with  tlie  title  he  has  assumed,  than  ivith 
the  principles  he  professes  \  for  though  he  pre* 
t^[ids  to  be  an  advocate  for  the  Duke,  he  takes 
care  to  give  us  the  best. reasons,  why  his  patron, 
should  regularly  follow  the  fate  of  his  presump- 
tive ancestor.— -Through  the  whole  course  of  the 
duke  of  Grafton's  life,  I  see  a  strange  endeavoujr 

r  •  •  •  p  •        »  »  • 

•  A  correspondent  under  this  signature  replied  to  the  pre- 
ceding letter  of  Philo  Junius,  in  the  Public  Advertiser,  dated 
June  19 ;  introducing  his  observations  with  the  following  pa- 
ragraph. 

*'  Though  Philo  Junius  is,  in  every  sense,  unworthy  of  an 
answer  as  a  writer ;  yet  as  he  has  compressed  into  snuill  com- 
pass what  he  calls  the  facts  advanced  by  Junius,  I  will  answer 
them  briefly  one  by  one,  and  for  ever  drop  a  subject  that  could 
only  acquire  consequence  by  discussing  it  in  a  serious  manner/' 

EDIT. 
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to  unite  contradictioiis,  which  cannot  be  fecon- 
died.  He  marries  to  be  divorced ;— 4ie  keeps  a' 
mistress  to  remind  him  of  conjugal  endearments, 
and  he  chooses  such  friends,  as  it  is  a  virtue  in 
him  to  desert.  If  it  were  possible  fiir  the  genius 
of  that  accomplished  president,  who  pronounced 
sentence  upon  Charles  the  first,  to  be  revived  in 
some  modern  sycophant*,  his  Grace,  I  doubt  not, 
would,  by  sympadiy,  discova*  him  among  the 
dregs  of  mankind,  and  take  him  for  a  guide  in 
those  paths,  which  naturally  <:onduct  a  mimster 
to  file  scaffold. 

*  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  the  reader  of  the  name  of 
Bradshaw.     author. 

And  as  little  so  that  Old  Ndl  waa  the  nick  name  of  OliTer 
Cromwell.  There  is  a  peculiar  severity  in  the  comparison  of 
the  two  periods  and  the  two  families.  The  duke  of  Grafton 
waa  descended  from  the  Stuarts;  and  Bradshaw  was  the  name 
of  the  president  of  the  regicide  court,  which,  under  the  secret 
influence  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  (or  Old  Noll)  condemned  Chailea 
the  first  to  death.  Bradshaw  was  the  nanUe  of  the  duke  df 
Grafton's  private  secretary  at  the  present  moment,  and  Junius 
here  insinuates  that  he  was  also  the  author  of  the  letter  signed 
Old  Noll,  which  had  a  chance  of  proving  as  fatal  to  his  Grace's 
cause,  as  ever  the  names  of  Bradshaw  or  Old  Ndl  had  proved 
Utal  to  his  Grace's  ancestor. 

Bl-adshaw,  hefore  his  present  appdntoaent,  had  l^een  an 
under-clerk  in  the  war-office,  and  was  raised  to  the  rank  of 
private  secretary,  for  his  activity  and  dispatch  of  hosiness.  In 
Jtbe  month  ctf  May,  1778,  he  was  appointed  a  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty. 

See  further,' Yd.  II.  p.  99,  note,    sdit* 
VOL.  I.  K  K 
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The  H^Wirtioii  tiiat  two  thirds  of  the  iiati<m 
Mpptovt  t)f  ikt  aceeptance  off  Mr«  Lutttrell  (jSbt 
evm  t>td  Nolt  is  too  modest  ibo  caJl  it  aa  dec« 
tibti)  6ftn  im^et  be  midhtkined  aor  cofrfiited 
bjr  Vtg}mietLt.    It  is  a  point  of  &ct,  on  irhich 
^efy  English  g^ndieinBa    will  determiBe  fbr 
hiiti^H    As  to  lawyers,  their  ^rofesskm  is  sup 
f^Oitfed  1^  the  taffiscdifiinate  d^nce  of  right 
tind  Wttrtig>  md  Itocmfess  I  have  not  that  opioioa 
f>f  their  knowledge  w  inbgrit^,  to  tldnk  it  ae^ 
I^essaiy  that  they  should  decide  for  aie  ppon  a 
plain  constitutional  question.     WKh  rei^iect  to 
the  appointment  of  Mr*  Luttrell,  the  Chancellor 
has  never   yet  given  any  autheptic  opinion^. 
-Sir  Fletcher  Nortoat  is  indeed  an  honest,  a 
very  hoaeast  ni«n^  vnd  the  AttwDey  G^eneral  t 
!s  ea:  qfidb  the  guardiati  df  liberty,  to  lake  citffe, 
1  presume,  that  it  shaQ  never  1[)reak  out  into  a 
^fiminal  esicess.    Doctor  JSk^c]|cstone  is  solicitor 
to  ite  ^^een.    Tbe  Doctor  recoHeoted  tlmt  be 
tf^  is'pflace  to  prei^rve,  ^thmigh  ixe  fyfgat  tfaft 
lie  had  a  reputation  to  lose.    We  have  now  the 
jgood  fortune  to  understand  the  Doctor's  princi- 
ples, as  well  as  his  writings,    For  tbe  defence  of 
trudi,  of  law,  Mid  reason,  tbeDoefieMrfsboiikiaay 

*  .      •;  »    •        '    .  .     •     ,  ^        .  <-        tf      .     :  *      - 

and  just  appointed  a  privy  counsellor,    edit. 

%  Mr.  De  Grey«  ifkrwdrds  lord  Waliiflqgfbam.    ttDiT. 

8  - 
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be  safety  c<^«iilted;  but  whoever  wishes  0 
c^eat  a  neig^J^ur  of  hi;^  estate*,  or  to  rob  a 
cpontry  pf  its  r^gfat^  t,  ne^  loake  no  acrupte  o€ 
consulting  the  Doctor  himself. 

TV  example  of  t^e  ^EngUsh  npWKly  uwy,  for 
^^g^it  I  ^np)¥,  su%ipntly  ji»tify  the  d»k»  of 
Graftff^,  \|rjhyea  he  indulge^  {119  geniuf  i^  aCi  tfaie 
^shipn^ble  e^Qes^  of  .the  age ;  y^jt^  cQnaid^iing 
his  1^  and  sitaition,  I  tidvk  i^  \mi!^  do  him 
moTj^  han^uf  po  }f9^  al^e  to  deny  tj^  &c4;,  than  tQ 
d^efepd  it  by  such  a^t^ority.  But  jf  vice  it^tf 
CQuld  be  e;K^i^ed9  there  is  yet  a  certain  diifrfjiy 
of  it^  la  ceilaiii  .outrage  txf  decency,  and  viol^tjb09 
fffpifbiifi  .de€;<yuip^  wtacb,  fi^  the  ibenefit  of  gogi- 
jety,  should  never  be  forgiven.  Ji  i»  nojt  tj^  Jbe 
ke^  a  imstress  at  ho^ie,  b^t  that  b.e^eo}i#9y^tly 
attended  her  abroad.— -^t  is  not  the  jHiv^e  in- 
dulgence, but  the  pid)jiic  ^nsiylt  p£  wfaicb^  I  fifWr 
pl^n.  I^e  naipe  q£  Miss  Paxsons  Yf,^d  h|u^y 
have  b^en  known,  if  the  Firgt  |Lio;:d  q(^§  T^9»r 

^^iKy  hj^  ,not  led  her  in  tnnnp^  tJIntH)^  the 

Opera  B[q\i|be,   ^eyen  in  jl^e  pii^ence  .  of :  tbp 

^  I>qcior  BUcfcstQoe  had  J^een^  imfocluoat^ly  /or  himaelf,  an 
^4^i$er  of  sir  ^ames  Lojtvtber  ^i^gain^  .^e  .du|ce  o^  Portl«iid«  in 
the  dispute  concerning  the  Cumberland  crown  lands,  upon  the 
p\mW  la^  9^  »«%{»  ^^f"^  .Sfi?  fturthpr,  Yql.  W.  p.  389, 
note.     EDIT. 

t  Jl^o^^  fi|a^^(o;[)e  h^^  a^  /a^^pimt^  «9»mi1l«llt  in  ito 
n^i^qy$9i,of  j^r. ;\V;i)l(^,  as  x|^Qa)l^  fot^&^.QomtfffMid^ 

Miif^flj^Bneous  Letter,  No.  lyi.  Vol.  III.  p.  205.    edit. 
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Queen*.  When  we  see  a  man  act  in  this  man« 
ner,  we  may  admit  the  shameless  depravity  of 
his  hearty  but  what  are  we  to  think  of  his  under- 
standing? 

His  Grace,  it  seems,  is  now  to  be  a  regular 
domestic  man,  and  as  an  omen  of  the  future 
delicacy  and  correctness  of  his  conduct,  he  mar- 
lies  a  first  cousin  of  the  man,  who  had  fixed  that 
mark  and  title  of  in&my  upon  him,  which,  at 
the  same  moment,  makes  a  husband  unhappy 
and  ridiculous.  The  ties  of  consanguinity  may 
possibly  preserve  hini  from  the  same  &te  a  se- 
cond time,  and  as  to  the  distress  of  meeting,  I 
take  for  granted  the  venerable  uncle  of  these 
common  cousins  has  settled  the  etiquette  in 
such  a  manner,  that,  if  a  mistake  should  happen, 
it  may  reach  no  farther  than  from  Madame  ma 
Jemme  to  Madame  ma  cousine. 

The  duke  of  Graflon  has  always  some  excel- 
lent reason  for  deserting  his  friends.— The  age 
and  incapacity  of  lord  Chathamf ; — ^the  debility 
'of  lord  Rockingham  j — or  the  infamy  of  Mr. 
Wilkes.    There  was  a  time  indeed  when  he  did 

not  appear  to  be  quite  so  well  acquainted,  or  so 

• 

^   ^  See  tte  transaction  more  fully  detailed  in  Miscellaneous 
Letter,  No.  xx.  Vol.  III.  p.  40.  edit. 

f  Lord  Chatham,  it  is  well  known,  laboured  under  a  prema- 
ture decrepitude  of  body,  from  frequent  and  violent  attacks  of 
ibe  gout;  but  bis  mind  was  never  aflfected  by  such  paroxysms. 

'       •  .  .  '  EHIT. 
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violently  offended  with  the  iofirtnities  of  his 
fiioids*  Bat  now  I  coqfess  they  are  not  ill  ex«. 
changed  fi^r  the  yoathiul>  vigorous  virtue  of  the 
duke  of  Bedford ; — ^the  firmness  of  general  Con<« 
vay* ; — ^the  blunt,  or  if  I  may  call  it^  the  auk« 
ward  integrity  of  Mr.  Rigbyty  and  the  q[>otless 
morali^  of  lord  Sandwich  $• 

If  a  laige  pensicm  to  a  broken  gambler  ||  be 
an  act  worthy  of  commendation,  the  duke  of 
Griafton's  connecticms  will  furnish  him  with  many 
opportunities  of  doing"  pmise worthy  actions;  and 
9s  he  himself  bears  no  part  of  the  expense, 
the  generosity  of  distributing  the  public  money 
for  the  support  of  virtuous  fiimiUes  in  distress; 
will  be  an  unquestionable,  proof  of  his  Grace's 
humanity. 

^  See  his  character  in  Letter  xi.  ante,  p.  471.  note.  tt>n. 

t  Mr.  Rigby  was  introduced  into  political  life  by  the  duke 
of  Bedford,  to  whom  he.  had  chiefly  recommended  himself  by 
bis  convivial  talents.  He  at  length  attained  the  lucrative  post 
ef  paymaster  of  the  British  forces.  His  pretensiens  to  niitgriijf 
are  well  kB<HifQ,  even  to  die  present  motnen^  to  htfve  beea 
rather  auhvard,  edit. 

%  It  was  lord  Sandwich,  who,  m. conjunction  with  Dr.  War- 
barton,  complained  to  the  House  of  Lords,  of  Wilkes's  Essay 
OQ  WcMoaan,  and  induced  their  lordships'  interfierence ;  in  ccm" 
sequence  of  which,  the  writer  was  prosecuted  by  the  crown. 
The  irony  of  the  expression  here  adopted,  proceeds  from  the 
well  known  fact  that  lord  Sandwich  was  at  this  very  time  the 
most  profligate  and  blasphemous  of  all  the  Bedford  party,  edit. 

II  Sir  John  Moore. 
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A»  tti pUbliedSEiifs,  0HN6U\»  aKktle  tender 
oF  descending'  to  patttcutafsi  He  does  not  dehj^ 
that  Corsica  has  been  sa([;Hficed  Co  France,  stnd 
he  cDiiftiS^et»^  H^at  With  ii^^ixA  to  America^  his 
pfiirbii's  nife^^reif  bate  been  subject  to  some 
i^ktibn ;  btit  theft  he  {nromises  mmdem  of 
stability  and  firmness  fbr  tfa^  IhtUre.  Thtse  «re 
fiiyst&ries^  df  lit^hi^  liee  HMst  Hot  pretend  to 
jfid§;e  by  e^perieti^  \  4»A  tridf ,  I  kM^  w6  i^aU 
fS^l^  iti  the  Ibsart^  before  We  arrh^  at  th^ 
Lriiid  bf  l^dinite»  In  the  regnltf  coutse  of 
<Mttgii$  the  peH<>d  of  the  dnke  of  Orofhin's  mi^ 
ttfeii^ld  mai^dod  i^ttld  how  be  sqppttMching. 
11ii3  iihbecility  of  his  il^nt  Stdte  WM  c«0tnii^tt»d 
to  Tor^  €liathaiii.  Ghaiies  Townshend  todc 
some  care  of  his  education^  at  that  amfaignouft 
age,  which  lies  between  the  follies  of  political 
cUK&oiDd,  and  the  vices  df  p^bi§rtyv  The  em- 
pirie  of  the  passions  &oon  sucbe^ded.  tlis  ear- 
liest principle?  and  connections  were  of  course 
fMgotten  cor  despised.    The  ooa^pany  he  has 

hutely  kfept  IImus  beeii  ^  no  service  t^his^nbnb  t 

• 

*  ChsQij^TownsA^d,  yoangerbroith^r^tfii^j^ 
Tcrvmshehidb  Vb6  \itA  beto  Mucted  int6  politic  Iflb  to^^  tti^ 
tebheh  of  Hk  iirst  Ibrd  HoHancl>  dt^w  i^  tfti  )plaii  f6f  Uicllll^ 
Ameridi,  Which  th'e  ddke  of  Graftcm  ^(7«te  penttti(Kdr^%M|!t-, 
iei^d  thus  avbiv"^  hhoBeTfto  be,  fa  IliH  ih^Uttce,  i  plfpSl  6f 
'Charted  'fowtistKn^,  Who  was  tStaiicenor  of  the  £kd)^^  M 
tlfe  penod  )]te]%  I'e&rred  to,  ift  whtcfa  dffice  lie  tfi<^-,  ik^d  wft 
succeeded  by  lord  North  in  1767.    edit. 


joui^  ill  tiie  conduct  <^  public  afiiirs»  iv8  sii  tiw 
duva^er  of  hia  time  of  Isfb  etrM^y  lijitiaglririih 
cd.  An  obstiute  uttgaviirQible^  «el&rafll<^M]r 
pkii%  pdnta  out  tfli  u»  that  sitMe  jctf  .i«4>M&6l 
ouitiintjr,  at  wbksk  the  gia^efiil  letrily  ^  yowtb 
ia  loat^  and  4ilie  aolidity  of  .expeiience  m^  yet 
acquired.  It  ia  posaibk  the  youBg  man  may  io 
time  gmw  mmvy  and  n^mn ;  bat»  if  J  imder^ 
ataiid  bit  dii^oaition,  .it  ia  not  of  iuch  oo^rigibl^ 
^xj0^  ikzt  we  diQuld  hope  fin;  any  ampndment 
In  him,  befbfe  he  has  accompUahed  the  destivfi^ 
tioB  of  tins  countcy.  like  other  rakoB,  he^mnjr 
fierhapa  live  to  see  his  ermr,  but  not  until  he  bM 
mined  his  Mtate. 

PHILO  JUNIUS. 
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TO  HI3  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OF  GRAFTON. 

Ir  natiire  had  given  y<m  an  undecstaiid* 
ing  qualified  to  keep  pace  with  the  wishes  and 
principles  of  your  heart,  she  would  have  made 
you,  perhaps,  tiie  most  jGEHrmidable  minister  that 
wn  was  employed,  ujdder  a  liinite^  monardb, 
to  aceonqplish  die  min  of  a  free  people.  When 
neither  the  ftelings  of  .^diame,  the  r^roaohes  of 
oonscience,  nofr  the  ^rocfd  of  punidimej^t,  fima 
any  bar  tp  the  designs  of  a  minister,  the  people 
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iMmld  haire  too  much  reason  to  kmcsit  thehe 
condition,  if  tiiey  did  ncft  find  some  resovsoein 
ilie  weakness  of  te»  understanding.  We  owe  it 
to  the  bounty  of  Provid^ice,  that  the  conifdetest 
4^ravity  of  tiie  heart  is  sometimes  ^trangeljir 
united  wi^  a  conlBosion  of  the  mind,  which  cmittr 
teracts  the  most  finrourite  prindples,  and'xnakea 
the  same  man  treacherous  without  art,  and  a  hy? 
pocrite  without  decdvii^.  The  measures,  for 
instance,  in  which  your  Gmce's  activity  haa 
been  chiefly  exerted,  as  they  were  adopted 
Without  ddU,  should  haj^e  been  conducted  with 
more  than  common  dexterity.  But  truly,  iny 
Lord,  the  execution  has  been .  as  gross  aa.  the 
design.  By  one  decisive  step,  you  have  de- 
feated all  the  arts  of  writing.  You  have  &irly 
confounded  the  intrigues  of  opposition,  and  si« 
lenced  the  clamours  of  faction.  A  dark,  am- 
biguous system,  might  require  and  fiimidi  the 
materials  of  ingenious  illustration ;  and,  in  doubt- 
ful measure,  the  virulent  exaggoation  of  party 
mmt  be  employed,  to  rouse  and  im^ge  ihp  pas* 
si<HiS;  of  the  people.  ,  You  have  now  brought  lh« 
merits  of  your  administraiion  to  an  issue,  on 
which  every  Englishman,  of  the  narrowest .  &6k 
pkcity,  may  determine  for  himself.  It  is.aol 
an  alarm  to  the  passions,  but  a  oafan  appeaJLto 
the  JH^gmcnt.  of  tile  people,  upon  their  .aim 
most  ei^ential  interests.    A  more  ei^perienoed. 
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minister  would  not  have  hazarded  a  direct  in* 
vasion  of  the  first  principles  of  the  constitutioQ; 
before  he  had  made  some  progress  in  subdiui^ 
the  spirit  of  the  people.  With  such  a  cause  as 
yours,  my  Lord,  it  is  not  sufficient  that  you  have 
ibe  court  at  your  devotion,  unless  you  can  find 
means  to  corrupt  or  intimidate  the  jury.  .  The 
collective  bo<fy  of  the  people  form  that  jury,  and 
from  ^imr  decision  there  is  but  one  a^eaL  .  . 
Whether  you  have  talents  to  support  you,  at 
a  crisis  of  such  difficulty  and  danger,  diould 
long  since  have  been  considered.  Judging  truly 
of  your  diq[>o«ltion,  you  have  periiaps  mistaken 
the  extent  of  your  capacity.  Good  fiuth  and 
folly  have  so  long  been  received  for  synonimouil 
terms,  tihiat  the  rev»«ie  of  the  proposition  hai 
grown  into  credit,  and  every  villain  &ncies  himi 
self  a  man  of  abilities.  It  is  the  apprehension 
x>f  your  fiiends,  my  Lord,  that  you  have  drawil 
some  hasty  conclusion  of  this  sort,  and  that  A 
partial  reliance  upon  your  moral  chatacter- has 
betrayed  you  beyond  the  depth  of  your  undafv 
^standing.  ^  You  have  now  carried  things  too  fat 
to  retreat.  You  have  plainly  declared  to  the 
people  what  they  are  to  expect  firom  tbei  con& 
niMcnee  of  your  administration.  It  is  time. for 
your  Grace  to  consider  wbat  you  also  may  ex* 
Tfect  in  return  from  Aeir  spkit  and  lAdr  resents 
fnent.    .»■./.  \    '•'...  i  -    .    i 


«* 
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flnice  the  accession  of  our  most  graciotis  So* 
vereign  to  Ae  throne,  we  have  seea  a  system  of 
govammeni,  whidi  macy  wdl  be  caSed  a  reiga 
of  experiinents.  Forties  of.  all  denoimaatioiis 
iwre  been  employed  and  dismii^ed.  The  adviee 
of  the  ablest  m^iin  this  country  has  b^n  re- 
peatedly called  Sox  and  rgected }  and  wfaoi  the 
Roy^l  disfileasure  has  been  signifed  to  a  mini* 
ster,  the  marks  of  it  have  usually  been  propor* 
tioned  to  his  abitities  and  integrity.  The  spirit 
of  the  FAVouaix:^  had  some  apparent  influence 
upon  every  adnnnistration ;  and  every  set  of  mi* 
nisters  preserved  an  appearanoe  of  duration,  as 
}ong  as  they  submitted  to  that  influ^oce.  But 
jthere  were  certain  services  to  be  peri^rmed  fiir 
Ihe  Favourite's  security,  or  to  gratify  his  rewnt- 
ip0nts»  which  your  predecessors. in  office  had  the 
wi&dom  or  the  virtue  not  to  undoitake.  The 
moment  this  refiractory  spirit  was  disoovered^ 
jtheir  disgrace  was  dietermined.  Lord  Chatham, 
.Mr.  Grenvilley  and  lord  Eockingham  have  wo- 
cessively  had  the  honour  to  be  dimiiseed,  §&k 
preferring  thehr  duly  as  servants  c^  the  piibl^^* 
to  those  compliances  which  were  expected  from 
their  station*  A  si^bmissive  adminifldtfaiioii  was 
at  last  gradually  ooUected  from  die  desesEtefSiof 
all  partiea,  intereirts,  and  cemttctions :  and  no- 
tiling  remniiled  but  to  find  a  leader  for  tbew 
gallant  well-disciplined  troops.    Stand  forth,  ngr 


L6rdy  ^  &dil  Aft  the  man*  L^rd  Bute  fi)Uiid 
nd  resource  cf  d^pendenccf  6i  seeutity  in  the 
^roud  iiApdiAng  superibrity  o^  lord  Chathaitt^s^ 
iyiiiti^j  the  ulii^crird  inflexibte  jttdgdiefit  o£  Mr. 
Grentille  *,  ftot  In  the  mild  but  determined  in- 
e^ty  (^  l6rd  RoSkitigham.  His  views  and 
lAtUMidn  required  a  creature  void  of  all  these 
j^rojierliei ;  tod  he  Was  forced  to  go  through 
6\^ery  dl'^lrfOti,  resolutiort,  compo^tlon,  and  re- 
fiti^ftieiit  of  i^lltical  chetoistfyj  before  he  hap- 
jHly  firttved  al  the  ci^t  mof^iMm  of  vitriol  fri 
ywr  GH6^i  Flat  and  ittsipid  in  your  retired 
^te,  bw  brdught  into  aetion,  you  become  vt- 
ttiiA  agaim  Sueb  are  the  extremes  of  alternate 
i^^Mette^  6!r*  fUry,  irhifch  hive  governed  your 
^ffiMle  admini^Q'atid'n*  YoUr  circumstances  with 
rl^ai:d  to  the  people  soon  becoming  desperate, 

*  Mr*  G.  Grenville,  younger  brother  of  lord  Temple^  and 
brother  in  law  to  lord  Chatham,  was  a  political  eleve  of  his 
trtat^itril  vtntAe  l6td  Cobham.  Ht  fifst  attached  himself  t6  the 
t^  flkvif,  itt  d^fl^d^^  of  n^ilrying  iht  ik\\^M  6f  tit 
W(  Wybdben,  ibe  oonfiderittal  fnend  of  BolingbrokiQ,  and  6^ 
ther  of  Icucd  Egremont ;  and  was  made  one  of  the  secretaries 
of  state,  when  lord  Bute  in  1762  was  appointed  first  lord  of 
th^  'treasury J  He  planned  t^e  American  Stamp  Act,  and  Coiri- 
Mtehced  the  ^positiGii  to' VWttte.  He  afterwtinfe,  ho^rerer, 
bta^ne  di^pi^ted  with  ior A  Bote,  wad,  ofwrn  biiTe9Ei||tiatlMi> 
^^f  attached -hinsc^f^o  the  paity^  lord  J^Wiogftam ;  Ikfe 
most  pure  and  unmixt  Whig  leader  of  his  day,  with  whom 
also  lord  Temple  and  the  earl  of  Chatham  had  now  united 
themselves.  See  further,  Vol.  HI.  pagies  W  and  196.  cdit. 
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like  other  honei^  servants,  you  detarmiiied  tdr 
inTolve  the  best  of  masters  in  tibre  same  difficult 
l^es  with  yourselft  We  owe  it  to  your  GraceV 
well-directed  labours,,  that  your  Sovere^  ha» 
been  persuaded  to  doubt  of  the  a^fecticms  of  hi» 
subjects,  and  the  people  to  suspect  the  virtues 
of  their  Sovereign,  at  a  time  when  bolh  were 
i^questionable.  You  have  degraded  the  royal 
dignity,  into  a  base,  dishonourable  competition^ 
with  Mr.  Wilkes,  nor  had  you  abilities  to  cany 
even  this  last  contemptible  trimnph  oyer  a  pri<* 
Tate  nian,  without  the  grossest  violation  of  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  (Constitution  aad  ri^ts 
of  the  people.  But  these  are  ri^ts,  my  lord^ 
which  you  can  no  more  annihilate,  than  you  can 
the  soil  to  which  they  are  annexed.  Hie  ques<^ 
lion  no  longer  turns  upon  points  of  national  ho^ 
nour  and  security  abroad,  or  on  the  degrees  of 
expedience  and  propriety  of  measures /at  home., 
tt  was  not  inconsistent  that  you  should  abandon 
the  cause  of  liberty. in  another  country  *,  which 
you  had  persecuted  in  your  own;  and  in  the 
common  arts  of  domestic  corruption,  we  iniss 
no  part  of  i^ir  Robert  Walpole's  system  t  except 
his  abilities*  In  this  humble  imitative  line,  you 
might  long  have  proceeded,  safe  and  amtemptf^ 
ibte.    You  might,  probably,  never  have  risen  to 

*  Corsica,    edit. 

f  See  Note  to  Letter  Kvi.post,  p.  517.    edit. 
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ikhe  dignity  of  being  hated,  and  6ven  have  beett 
i^espised  with  modenMion*  But  it  seems  you 
meant  to  be  distin^ished,  and,  to  a  nund  like 
yours,  there  was  no  other  road  to  fame  but  by 
the  destruction  of  a  noble  fabric,  which  you 
thought  had  been  too  long  the  admiration  of 
mankind.  The  use  you  have  made  of  the  mi« 
litary  force  introduced  an  alarming  change  in 
4he  mode  of  exe^^uting  the  laws.  The  arbitrary 
appointment  of  Mr*  Luttrell  invades  the  foun« 
dation  of  the  laws  themselves,  as  it  manifestly 
transfers  the  right  of  legislation  from  those  whom 
the  people  have  chosen,  to  those  whom  they  have 
rejected*  With  a  succession  of  such  appoint- 
ments, we  may  soon  see  a  House  of  Commons 
collected,  in  the  choice  of  which  the  other  towns 
and  counties  of  England  will  have  as  little  share 
>as  the  devoted  county  of  Middlesex* 

Yet,  I  trust,  your  Grace  will  .find  that  the 
people  of  this  country  are  neither  to  be  intimi* 
dated  by  violent  measures,  nor  deceived  by  re- 
finements. When  they  see  Mr.  Luttrell  seated 
in  the  House  of  Commons  by  mere  dint  of  power, 
ai^  in  direct  opposition  to  the  choice  of  a  whole 
county,  they  will  not  Usten  to  those  .subtleties, 
by  which  every  arbitrary  exertion  of  authority 
is  explained  into  the  law  and  privilege  of  par- 
liament. It  requires  no  persuasion  of  argument, 
but  simply  the  evidence  of  the  senses,  to  con- 
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^yjijsge  ibopck^  "Unftt  io  tfQm£6^  thii  right  of  dectidsi 
&ppi  tibir^  cdUeodLve  to  Ui^e  r/^fieaentiitf^e  body 
«C  t^  pec^Ie^i  eajtfr^cjtd  all  tiios^  i4«as  .^  » 

#rom  iAi#  f^eftlii€iMi»  jini  wbi(^  ad- 

wadjTt  #lmi^  i^nly  peiiwipsk,  li^v^ifd  to  thc^ 

)ias  been  defended^  jb^y^e  added  3eof» 
t9  i^iaflT)  i»Qd  l^m^  ,U9  to  fq^  iliat  y^fi  i^m  fk0b 
iwafer  of^^icKi^  but  fflsult^d, 

W^  fM?fta|;  fgrce^  my  L(MPd»  ^th  n^^t  px«. 
(te$^ii  wt!  jTiCm  |)repaa^e4  'to  me^  ithe  united  die- 
4*alWWft  9^  iftw  f«5)$i^  Ifcedty  of 

Xas^S  Jim  gi^reo  a  ^§9^cobs  example  ito  ti^^ 

c«Mi^  to  jii^  iiddresaed*;  aiid  i  &XIC7,  lay  lK)]:d, 
iii$  mt  y^  in  yt)w  coucage  to  staxid  jbetw^c^Ei 
your  SoverjEjigiifind .t&eaddrfi9eKe3.of ;l:u3  sut^ects. 
The i|Quris9 yipii  I^iy^ done thiscounti^ ?a»  such 
.asd^MwidnotiOrty  »<keflB,tiiitveo(geance,  In 
vfin  fihajl  y^  }9^  fo^  :pi?Qtectio9i  ^to  *at  vjenfel 
v^>  ^»fe«h  3?ou|b^yc.^lr«ftfly  pftid  for— ^aother 
jni^  4)^  pw<;t»«8d ;  ftsid  ;to  aaye  ^  mimstef ,  the 
Ij^e  qf  C9mi»«sm«ilt4€^arejtheiQfielKes2M^ 
Q^dy  S»^iepf3^  coustitufinta,  hut /(he 

4etsrmi»e«i  fSQ^fwe?  <^  ili»  wnrtkitfioa.    Con- 

'    '*'See!t)>i>  stAj«ct-iartha:  aptHSed  in  Jumus'a  Letter  xxxrii. 
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aider^  1Z17  Lord,  pufaetbeor  this  be  a&  taiseantf 
to  wbkh  thear  £ears  will  permit  them  to  advance} 
ixv  if  their  protection  should  ftal  jmi,  how  ^ 
you  are  authorized  to  rely  v^n  thie  sincerity  df 
those  smiles,  which  a.  pious  court  lavishes  with** 
init  reludtaaoe  upon  a  UbertiDe  by  piio&8sioii« 
It  is  not,  indeed,  the  least  df  the  thousand  con*- 
tradidtions  which  attend  you,  that  a  mian,  mocked 
to  the  world  by  1^  grossest  vicdation  of  aU  ce* 
remony  and  depohtm,  should  be  the  first  servant 
of  a  court,  in  ^disch  prayers  are  mocality,  and 
kneeling  is  religion.  Trust  not  tfx>  mr  to  ^ap^ 
pe&rances,  by  wfaidi  your  predecessois  :have  been 
decked,  thopgh  they  have  not  been  injured. 
Even  the  best  of  princas  may  at  last  discover, 
&kt  this  is  a  contentiott^,  in  which  every  thing 
may  be  lost,  but  nothing  can  be  gained;  and  as 
you  became  minister  by  accident,  were  adopted 
without  choice,  trusted  without  confidence,  and 
continued  without  fiivcnu:,  be  assured  that9  when- 
ever  an  occasion  presses,  you  will  be  discarded 
without  even  the  forms  of  regret.  You  will  then 
liave  reason  to  be  thank&l,  if  you  are  permitted 
to  retire  to  that  seat  of  leamiiig,  which  in  con- 
templation of  the  system  of  your  life,  the  oom- 
parative  purity  of  your  manners  unih  those  of 
their  high  steward,  and  a  thousand  other  recom-^ 
mending  circumstances,  has  chosen  you  to  en« 
courage  the  growing  virtue  of  their  youth,  and 
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to  preside  over  their  edocatiim*.  Whenever  the 
qniit  of  distiibutiiig  prel)ends  and  bishc^ricks 
shall  have  departed  from  you,  you  will  find  that 
komed  senrinaiy  perfectly  recovered  from  the 
defiiium  of  an  installation,  and,  what  in  truth 
it  ought  to  be,  once  more  a  peaceful  scene  of 
slumber  and  thoughtless  meditation.  The  ve- 
nerable tutors  of  the  universily  will  no  longer 
distress  your  modesty,  by  proposing  you  for  a 
pattern  to  their  pupils.  The  learned  dulness  of 
declamation  will  be  silent  t ;  and  even  the  venal 
muset,  thoc^h  happiest  in  fiction,  will  finget 
your  virtues.  Yet,  for  Ihe  ben^t  of  the  suc- 
ceeding age,  I  could  wish  that  your  retreat  might 
be  deferred,  until  your  morals  shall  happily  be 
Tipened  to  that  maturity  of  corruption,  at  which 
the  worst  examples  cease  to  be  contagious. 

JUNIUS. 

*The  duke  of  Grafton  was  chancellor^  and  lord  Sandwich 
Ugh  steward  of  the  university  of  Cambridge,    edit. 

t  Dr;  Hinchliffe^  afterwards  bishop  of  Peterborough^  in 
his  official  situation  as  Vice-chancellor  of  Cambridge,  made  an 
oration  in  praise  of  the  duke  of  Grafton>  on  introducing  him 
to  the  Senate-houscy  on  the  morning  of  his  installation  to  the 
Chancellorship  of  that  University.     Wbvr: 

%  He  alludes  to  Gray's  celebrated  Ode  to  Music,  composed 
aQd  performed  on  the  installation  of  his  Grace  as  chancellor  of 
the  university;  beginning. 

Hence  !  avaunt!  'tis  holy  ground — 
CoQius  and  his  midnight  crew,  &c«.    edit;  : 
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LETTER  XVI. 

TO    THE   PRINTER   OF   THE  PUBLIC   ADVERTISER. 
SIR,  .  19  July,   1769. 

A  GREAT  deal  of  useless  argument 
might  have  been  saved,  in  the  political  contest 
which  has  arisen  upon  the  expulsion  of  Mr. 
Wilkes,  and  the  subsequent  appointment  of  Mr. 
Luttrell,  if  the  question  had  been  once  stated 
with  precision,  to  the  satisfaction  of  each  party, 
and  clearly  understood  by  them  both.  But  in 
this,  as  in  almost  every  other  dispute,  it  usually 
happens  that  much  time  is  lost  in  referring  to  a 
multitude  of  cases  and  precedents,  which  prove 
nothing  to  the  purpose,  or  in  maintaining  propo<> 
sitions,  which  are  either  not  disputed,  or,  whe- 
ther they  be  admitted  or  denied,  are  entirely 
indifierent  as  to  die  matter  in  debate;  until  at 
last  the  mind,  perplexed  and  conibunded  with 
the  endless  subtleties  of  controversy,  loses  sight 
c£  the  main  question,  and  never  arrives  at  truth* 
Both  parties  in  the  dispute  are  apt  enough  to 
practise  these  dishonest  artifices.  The  man,  who 
ia  conscious  of  the  weakness  of  his  cause,  is  in<* 
terested  in  concealing  it :  and,  on  the  other  side> 
it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  a  good  cause  mangled 
by  advocates,  who  do  not  know  the  real  strength 
of  it. 

VOL*  I.  L  L 
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I  should  be  glad  to  know,  for  instance,  to 
what  purpose,  in  the  present  case,  so  many  pre- 
cedents have  been  produced  to  prove,  that  the 
House  of  Commons  have  a  right  to  expel  one  of 
their  own  members  ;  that  it  belongs  to  them  to 
judge  of  the  validity  of  elections ;  or  that  the 
law  of  parliiament  is  part  of  the  law  of  the  latid  *  I 
After  all  these  proposiUons  are  admitted,  Mr. 
Luttrell'a  right  to  his  seat  will  continue  to  be 
just  as  disputable  as  it  was  before.  Not  one  of 
them  is  at  present  in  agitation.  Let  it  be  adiiiit- 
tfid  that  thip  House  of  Commons  were  authorized 
to  escpel  Mr*  Wilkes  i  that  they  are  the  proper 
court  to  judge  of  electio^^  and  that  the  law  of 
parliamient  is  binding  upon  the  people ;  still  it 
remains  to  be  enquired  whether  the  House,  by 
thdr  resolution  in  favour  of  Mr.  Luttirell,  hav^ 
or  have  not,  truly  declared  that  law*  To  £id* 
litate  this  enquiry,  I  would  have  the  question 
cleared  of  all  foreign  or  indifferent  matter*  The 
feliowing  state,  of  it  will  probably  be  thpi^ht  a 
&ir  one  by  both  parties}  and  then,  I  inuiginfi^ 
there  is  no  gendeman  in  this  country,  whq  ndU 
oot  be  capable  of  forming  a  judicious  and  true 
opinion  upon  it«  I  take  the  question  to  bie  strictiy 
l^is:  «  Whether  or  no  it  be  the  known#  este- 

.  *  The  reader  will  observe  that  these  admissions  Hre  made, 
not  as  of  truths  unquestionable,  but  for  tfae  nke  tf  nTg^mdat, 
and  in  order  to  bring  the  real  question  to  issue. 
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blished  law  of  parliament,  that  the  expulsion  of 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  itself 
creates  in  him  such  an  incapacity  to  be  re-elect- 
ed, that,  at  a  subsequent  election,  any  votes 
given  to  him  are  null  and  v(»d,  and  that  any 
other  candidate,  who,  except  the  person  expel# 
led,  has  the  greatest  number  of  votes,  ought  to 
be  the  sitting  member." 

To  prove  that  the  affirmative  is  the  law  of 
parliament,  I  apprehend  it  is  not  sufficient  for 
the  pi^sent  House  of  Commons  to  declare  it  to 
be  so*  We  may  i^ut  our  eyes  indaed  to  the 
dangerous  consequences  of  suffering  one  braiush 
of  Ihe  legiskture  to  declare  new  laws,  without 
argument  or  example,  and  it  may  perhaps  be 
prudent  enough  to  submit  to  authority ;  but  a 
mere  assertion  will  never  convince,  much  less 
will  it  be  thought  reasonable  to  prove  the  right 
by  the  &ct  itself.  The  ministry  have  not  yet 
pretended  to  such  a  tyranny  over  our  minds.  To 
support  the  affirmative  finrly^  it  will  either  be 
necessary  to  produce  some  statute,  in  which  that 
positive  provision  shall  have  been  made,  that 
specific  disability  clearly  created,  and  the  con* 
sequences  of  dt  declared ;  or,  if  thae  be  no  such 
statute,  the  custom  of  parUamcint  must  then  be 
|:efe9cred  to,  and  some  case  or  cases  *,  strictly  in 

*  Preeedents,  in  opposition  to  principles,  have  little  -weight 
with  Junius;  bat  he  tbeught  it  necessary  to  ffke^  the  mini* 
stiy,  upoo  their  own  ground. 

L  L  2 
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point,  must  be  produced,  with  the  decision  of  the 
court  upon  them ;  for  I  readily  admit  that  the  cus- 
tom of  parliament,  once  clearly  proved,  is  equally 
binding  with  the  common  and  statute  law. 

The  consideration  of  what  may  be  reasonable 
or  unreasonable  makes  no  part  of  this  question. 
We  are  enquiring  what  the  law  is,  not  what  it 
ought  to  be.  Reason  may  be  applied  to  shew 
the  impropriety  or  expedience  of  a  lalw,  but  we 
must  have  either  statute  or  precedent  to  prove 
the  existence  of  it.  At  the  same  time  I  do  not 
mean  to  admit  that  the  late  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons  is  defensible  on  general 
principles  of  reason,  any  more  than  in  law.  This 
is  not  the  hinge  on  which  the  debate  turns. 

Supposing,  therefore,  that  I  have  laid  down 
an  accurate  state  of  the  question,  I  will  venture 
to  affirm,  1st,  That  there  is  no  statute  existing, 
by  .which  that  specific  disability,  which  we  speak 
of,  is  created.  If  there  be,  let  it  be  produced. 
The  argument  will  then  be  at  an  end. 

Sdly,  That  there  is  no  precedent  in  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons  which 
comes  entirely  home  to  the  present  case,  viz. 
^^  where  an  expelled  member  has  been  returned 
again,  and  another  candidate,  with  ah  inferior 
number  of  votes,  has  been  declared  the  sitting 
member."  If  there  be  such  a  precedent,  let  it 
be  given  to  us  plainly,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  have 
more  weight  than  aU  the  cunning  argumentis 
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which  have  been  drawn  from  inferences  and 
probabilities. 

The  ministry,  in  that  laborious  pamphlet, 
which,  I  presume,  contains  the  whole  strength 
of  the  party,  have  declared*,  "  That  Mr.  Wal- 
pole'st  was  the  first  and  only  instance,  in  which 
the  electors  of  any  county  or  borough  hlEtd  re* 
turned  a  person  expelled  to  serve  in  the  same 
parliament.''  It  is  not  possible  to  conceive  a 
case  more  exactly  in  point.    Mr.  Walpole  was 

.   *  dose  of  the  Middlesex  electicm  coneidered,  page  38. 

t  This  fact  occurred  while  Mr.  Walpole  was  in  an  inferior 
capacity  to  that  in  which  he  afterwards  appeared  so  conspicu- 
ously  as  prime  minister  of  George  I.  and  George  II.  At  the 
period  in  question^  the  Tories  having  obtained  a  miyority  in 
parMamenl;^  expelled  him  for  the  crime  of  having  accepted  pro- 
fits upon  a  military  contract^  while  secretary  at  war«  and  at  the 
same  time  possessed  influence  enough  to  have  him  committed 
to  the  Tower.  He  was  member  for  Lynn  Regis^  the  burgesses 
of  which  borough  were  warmly  attached  to  him.  It  was  for  this 
borough  he  had  been  returned  at  an  early  period  of  his  life ;  by 
which  he  was  enabled^  while  a  young  politician,  to  head  the 
Whig  party  against  St.  John,  afterwards  lord  Bolingbroke, 
who  took  a  leading  part  in  the  Tory  administration  of  Harley. 

From  the  disgrace  into  which  he  was  hereby  for  a  long  time 
jplunged,  he  was  at  length  relieved  by  the  failure  of  the  minis- 
ter's  favourite  expedient  of  the  South  Sea  incorporation,  and 
the  extreme  unpopularity  in  which  he  was  consequently  in-* 
volved.  Walpole  now  triumphed  upon  the  ruin  of  his  rival  i 
became  prime  minister,  retained  the  post  through  the  whole 
of  the  existing  and  part  of  the  next  reign^  and  for  his  services 
was  created  earl  <^  Orford.    edit. 
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expelled^  and  having  a  majority  of  votes  at  the 
next  election,  was  returned  again.  The  fiiends 
of  Mr.  Taylor,  a  candidate  set  up  by  the 
mtnsstry,  petitioned  the  house  that  he  might  be 
the  sitting  member*.  Thus  £ur  the  circum* 
stances  tally  exactly,  except  that  our  HouiSe  of 
Commons  saved  Mr.  Luttrell  the  trouble  of 
petitioning.  Hie  point  of  law  however  was  the 
same.  It  came  regularly  before  the '  house,  and 
it  was  thmr  business  to  determine  upon  it.    They 

*  ThefoUowing  are  the  partkolars  of  this  caa^,  as  estiticted 
from  the  journals  of  the  House  of  Commoiis : 

'*  On  the  23  of  February  1711^  a  petition  of  the  freemen  and 
Iree-burghers  of  the  borough  of  King's  Lynn,  in  the  county  of 
NorfiA:,  was  presented  to  the  house,  and  read;  setting  for&^ 
that  Monday  the  eleventh  of  February  hst,  bdng  a;^tntod  for 
cbusiBg^a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  this  borough,  in 
the  room  of  Robert  Walpole,  Esq.  expelled  this  house,  Samnd 
Taylor,  Esq.  wcls  tkcted  their  burgess ;  but  John  Bagg,  present 
mayor  of  the  said  borough,  r^fuied  to  return  the  said  Samuel 
Taylor,  though  required  so  to  do  ;  and  returned  the  said  Robert 
Walpole,  though  e^>elled  this  house,  and  then  a  prisoner  in 
the  Tower,  and  praying  the  consideration  of  the  house. 

''  March  6th.  Tlie  order  of  the  day  being  read  of  taking 
into  conaideration  the  tnerits  of  the  petition  of  the  freemen  and 
free-burghers  of  the  borough  c^  King^s  Lynn  in  the  county  of 
Norfolic,  and  a  motion  being  made  that  council  be  called  in, 
iqfK>n  a  division,  it  was  resolved  in  the  negative.  Tellers  f<Nr  the 
yeas  sir  Charles  Turner,  Mr.  Pulteney,  127.  Tellers  foe  the  noesy 
Sir  Simeon  Stuart,  Mr.  Foster,  312.<— A  motion  being  made^ 
and  the  question  putj  that  Robert  Walpole,  Esq.  having  been 
this  sessicMA  of  parliament  committed  a  {prisoner  to  the  Towier 

of 
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did  determine  it,  for  they  declared  Mr«  Taylor 
nat  dufy  elected.  If  it  be  said  that  they  meant 
this  resolution  as  matter  of  fikvonr  and  indulgence 
to  the  borough,  which  had  retorted  Mr.  Wal- 
pole  upon  them,  in  order  that  the  burgesses, 
knowing  what  the  law  was,  might  correct  their 
error,  I  answer, 

I.  Hiat  it  is  a  strange  way  of  arguing,  to  qp^ 
j^ose  a  supposition,  which  no  man  can  prove,  to 
a  &ct  which  proves  itself. 

II.  That  if  this  were  the  intention  of  th^ 
HQUse  of  Commons,  it  must  have  defeated  itself. 
The  burgesses  of  Lynn  could  never  have  known 
their  error,  much  less  could  they  have  corrected 
it,  by  any  instruction  they  received  from  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons*  Th^  might 
perhaps  have  foreseen,  that,  if  they  returned  Mr. 
Walpole  again,  he  would  again  be  rejected  j  but 
they  never  could  infer,  from  a  resolution  T^y 

of  London*  and  expelled  this  hoiiae  for  an  high  In^acb  of  trust 
in  the  execution  of  his  office,  and  notorious  corruption*  when 
secretly  at  war*  was*  and  is*  incapable  of  being  elected  a 
member  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament^  it  was  resolved* 
upon  a  division*  in  the  affirmative.  Then  a  motion  being  made* 
and  the  question  put*  that  Samuel  Taylor*  E4q.  it  duly  elected 
a  burgess  to  serve  in  the  present  pariiament  for  the  borough  of 
Kmg's  Lynn  in  the  county  of  Norfolk*  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
Besolved*  that  the  late  election  of  a  burge8Si..to  serve  in  the 
present  parliament  for  the  said  borough  of  King's  Lynn^  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk*  is  a  void  election."    s]>it. 
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which  the  candidate  with  the  fewest  votes  was 
iledared  not  duiy  elected^  that,  at  a  iuture  elec- 
tion, and  in  nmilar  circumstances,  the  House  q£ 
Commons  would  reverse  their  reiK^ulion,  and 
xeceive  the  same  candidate  as  duly  elected, 
whom  they  had  before  rejected* ; 

This  indeed  would  have  been  a  most  extras- 
ordinary  way  of  declaring  the  law  of  parliament, 
and  what  I  presume  no  man,  '  Jiose  understand- 
ing  is  not  at  cross-purposes  with  itself,  could 
possibly  understand. 

If,  in  a  case  of  this  importance,  I  thought 
myself  at  liberty  to  argue  from  supp(^tions  ra- 
ther than  from  facts,  I  think  the  probability,  in 
this  instance,  is  directly  the  reverse  of  what  the 
ministry  affirm ;  and  that  it  is  much  more  likely 
that  the  House  of  Commons  at  that  time  would 
rather  have  strained  a  point  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  than  that  they  would  have  violated  the 
law  of  parliament,  and  robbed  Mr.  Taylor  of  a 
right  legally  vested  in  him,  to  gratify  a  refrac- 
tory borough,  which,  ill  defiance  of  them,  had 
returned  a  person  branded  with  the  strongest 
mark  of  the  displeasure  of  the  House. 

But  really.  Sir,  this  way  of  talking,  for  I  can- 
not call  it  argument,  is  a  mockery  of  the  com- 
mon understanding  of  the  nation,  too  gross  to 
be  endured.  Our  dearest  interests  are  at  stake. 
An  attempt  has  been  made,  not  merely  to  rob 
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u  single  county  of  its  rights,  but,  by  inevitable 
consequence,  to  alter  the  constitution  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  This  fatal  atten^t  has  sue* 
ceeded,  and  stands  as  a  precedent,  recdrded  for 
ever*.  If  the  ministry  are  unable  to  defend 
their  cause  by  fair  argument,  founded  on  facts, 
let  them  spare  us  at  least  the  mortification  of 
being  amused  and  deluded  like  children.  I 
believe  there  is  yet  a  spirit  of  resistance  in  this 
country,  which  mil  not  submit,  to  be  pppressed; 
but  I  am  sure  there  is  a  fund  of  good  sense  in 
this  country,  which  cannot  be  deceived; 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER  XVII. 


To  THE  PRINTER  OF   THE  PUBLIC  ADVERTISER; 

SIR,  1   August,    1769* 

It  will  not  be  necessary  for  Junius  to 
take  the  trouble  of  answering  your  correspondent 
G.  A.  or  the  quotation  from  a  speech  without 
doors,  published  in  your  paper  of  the  28th  of 
last  month t.     The  speech  appeared  before  Ju- 

♦  See  the  Editor's  note  to  Letter  xlvi.  Vol.  II.  p.  237,  in 
which  the  reader  will  find  a  particular  account  of  the  steps 
taken  bj.Mr.  Wilkes  to  procure,  the  erasure,  of  these  proceed* 
ings  from  the  journals  of  the  House  of  Cominons.  .  edit.  ; 

t  It  seems  but  fair  that  the  reader  should  be  put  into  p06« 
session  of  both  the  papers  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  present 
letter  to  oppose;  but  more  especially  the  latter,  which  was 

tvritteii 
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mvB^s  letter,  and  as  the  author  seems  to  conaidef 
the  great  proposition,  on  which  all  his  argument 
depends,  viz.  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  under  that 
Itfkwn  legal  incapacik/^  of  which  Junius  »peaks^ 
as  a  point  granted,  his  speech  is,  in  no  shape,  an 

written  by  Dr.  Blackstone,  and  a  passage  from  another  part 
«f  which  Junius^  post,  p.  570^  contrasts  with  one  from  the 
Commentaries.  The  Editor  has  therefore  extracted  them 
from  the  journal  referred  to. 

TO  THE  PRINTER  OP  THE  PUBLIC  ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 

I  HAVE  perused,  with  aD  due  attention,  the  letter  of 
Junius,  inserted  in  your  paper  of  the  19th  inst.  I  perfectly 
agree  with  him,  that  a  great  deal  of  useless  argument  might 
have  heen  saved  in  the  political  contest  which  has  arisen  upon 
the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  the  subsequent  appoint* 
ment  of  Mr.  Luttrell,  if  the  question  had  been  once  stated  with 
precision  to  the  satisfaction  of  each  party.  Yet  after  all  the 
ingenious  pains  Junius  has  taken,  I  much  doubt  whether  the 
question,  as  he  has  thought  fit  to  state  it,  will  at  all  satisfy  more 
than  one  party.  The  question,  as  he  h^s  given  it,  is,  *^  Whe- 
ther or  no  it  be  the  known  established  law  of  parliament,  that 
the  expulsion  of  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  of  itself 
creates  in  him  such  an  incapacity  of  being  re-elected,  that  at 
a  subsequent  ekcti<m,  any  votes  given  to  him  9xe  null  and  viud, 
and  that  any  other  candidate  who,  ercept  the  person  expelled, 
has  the  greatest  number  of  votes,  ought  to  be  the  sitting  mem* 
ber  V*  Junius  having  thus  formed  his  question,  entertains  the 
reader  with  a  few  spirited  flourishes,  not  perhaps  directly  ad 
rem;  and  then  asserts,  what  probably  the  party  he  opposes 
will  not  deny,  viz.  "  That  to  support  the  affirmative  fiuriy. 
It  will  either  be  necessary  to  produce  some  statute,  in  which 
that  positive  provision  shall  have  been  made,  diat  specific  dis- 
ability 


JUNIUS.  5i3 

Munrer  to  Junius,  for  this  is  the  Tery  question 
in  debate. 

As  to  G.  A«  I  observe  first,  that  if  he  did 
not  admit  of  Junius's  state  of  the  question,  he 
should  have  shewn  the  fallacy  of  it,  or  given  us 

•bility  clearly  created^  and  the  consequences  of  it  declared; 
or  if  there  be  no  such  statute^  Ude  custom  of  parliament  must 
Uien  be  referred  to^  and  some  case^  or  cases,  strictly  in  point, 
must  be  produced,  with  the  decision  of  the  court  upon  them/^ 
Suppose,  for  ar^ment's  sake,  that  no  such  statute,  no  such 
custom  of  parliament,  no  sodi  cue  in  point  can  be  produced, 
does  it  therefore  follow  that  the  determination  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  regard  to  Mr.  ViTilkes  and  Mr.  Luttrell,  was 
wrong  ?  Have  not  the  members  of  the  present  house  as  good 
a  right  to  estabUsh  a  precedent,  as  the  members  of  any  antece* 
dent  house  ever  had  ?  Junius  admits  a  right  in  the  house  to 
expel.  But  was  there  not  a  time  prior  to  all  expulsion  ?  and 
was  the  first  expulsion  therefore  wrong  ?  Was  there  not  a  time 
prior  to  every  other  precedei^  in  the  journals  of  the  house  ? 
But  was  every  such,  or  any  such  precedent  therefore  wrong  I 
Are  things  wrong  merely  because  they  were  never  done  be*  ^ 
fore  ?  Or  do  wrong  things  become  right  by  mere  dint  of  re- 
petition ?  Should  Junius  think  fit  to  answer  these  questions,  I 
may  be  induced  perhaps  to  enlarge  upon  the  subject. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant. 
My  26.  G.  A. 

TO  THE  PRINTER  OF  THE  PUBUC  ADVERTISER. 

s  I B,  Jufy  28, 1769. 

In  answer  to  the  arguments  and  observations  of  your 

correspondent  Junius  (relating  to  the  vole  of  the  9th  of  May, 

in  favour  of  cdonel  LuttrdU)  I  send  you  the  fcdlowing  extract 

from 


524  LETTERS  OF 

a  more  exact  one  j — secondly,  that  coBsidering 
the  many  hours  and  days,  which  the  ministry  and 
their  advocates  have  wasted,  in  public  debate, 
in « compiling  large  quartos,  and  collecting  in- 
numerable precedents,  expressly  to  prove  that 

from  a  paniphlet  just  published,  which  please  to  insert  as  soon 
as  you  can,  and  thereby  oblige, 

AN  OLD  COREESPONOBNT. 

A  speech  mihaui  doors  upon  the  subject  of  a  vote  given  on  the 

9th  day  qf  May,  1769. 

"  Your  question  I  will  answer,  having  first  premised, 
that  if  you  are  satisfied  we  did  right  in  setting  aside  Mr. 
Wilkes^s  election,  I  cannot  believe  it  will  be  a  very  difficult 
task  to  convince  you  that  the  admitting  of  Mr.  Luttrell  was 
the  unavoidable  consequence.  '  No :  (say  you)  for  surely 
you  might  have  declared  it  a  void  election.  MHiy  go  greater 
lengths  than  in  former  times,  even  the  most  heated  and  vio- 
lent,  it  was  ever  thought  proper  to  go  ?  Or  upon  what  ground, 
either  of  reason  or  authority,  can  you  justify  the  vote  you 
gave,  that  Mr.  Luttrell,  who  certainly  had  not  the  majority, 
was  duly  elected  ?'  The  question  you  have  a  right  to  put  to 
me,  and  I  mean  to  give  it  a  direct  answer^ 

".  Now  the  principle  upon  which  I  voted  was  this,  that  in  all 
cases  of  election  by  a  majority  of  votes,  wherever  the  candidate 
for  whom  the  most  votes  are  given,  appears  to  have  been,  at 
the  time  of  the  election,  under  a  known  legal  incapacity,  the 
person  who  had  the  next  greatest  number  of  votes  ought  to  be 
considered  as  the  person  duly  elected.  And  this,  as  a  general 
principle,  I  take  to  be  altogether  uncontrovertible.  We  may 
diflfer  in  our  ways  of  expressing  the  principle,  or  of  explain* 
ing  the  grounds  of  it :  some  chusing  to  state  it,  that  the  elect- 
oars  voting  for  such  incapable  person,  do  for  that  time  forfeit 

their 
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the  late  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons 
are  warranted  by  the  law,  custom,  and  practice 
of  parliament,  it  is  rather  an  extraordina'ry  sup- 
position, to  be  made  by  one  of  their  own  party, 
even  for  the  isake  of  argument,  that  no  such  sta^ 

their  right  of  voting;  others^  that  their  votes  are  thrown  away ; 
and  others^  that  votes  for  a  person  not  legally  capahle,  are  not 
legal  votes.  But  in  whatever  way  we  assign  the  ground  of  the 
Tvle,  the  result  and  conclusion  is  still  the  same,  that/in  every 
such  case,  the  election  of  the  caipahle  person  by  the  inferior 
number  of  votes,  is  a  good  and  valid  election. 

*'  Nor  is  this  rule,  founded  as  it  is  in  sound  sense  and  public 
necessity,  to  be  put  out  of  countenance  by  a  little  ingenious 
sophistry,  playing  upon  the  ambiguity  of  certain  undefined 
terms,  taunting  us  with  the  reproach  of  elections  by  a  minority, 
of  inverting  the  rules  of  arithmetic,  and  the  like.  Not  even 
the  sacredness  of  the  rights  of  the  electors  can  stand  i^inst  its 
authority ;  for  sacred  as  those  rights  ought  ever  to  be  held,  the 
exercise  of  them,  as  well  as  of  all  the  other  rights  of  individuals, 
must  ever  be  confined  within  such  bounds,  and  governed  by 
such  rules,  as  are  consistent  with  the  attainment  of  the  great 
public  ends  for  which  they  were  established.  But  could  any 
thing  be  more  preposterous  than  if,  while  you  are  securing  to 
individuals  the  right  they  have  to  take  part  in  determining  who* 
shall  be  appointed  to  discharge  the  several  public  offices  and 
trusts,  no  care  should  be  taken  that  the  public,  in  all  events, 
may  be  secure  of  having  any  persons  appointed  at  all  ?  Yet  to 
this  inconvenience  the  public  must  be  perpetually  exposed,  if 
the  rule  were  to  be  strictly  and  invariably  followed,  that  no- 
thing but  a  majority  of  the  electors  could  ever  make  a  good 
election.  That  a  majoHty  of  the  whole  number  entitled  to  have 
voice  in  the  election,  is  not  necessary,  will  be  readily  admitted ; 
for  at  that  rate,  the  absence  of  one  half  of  the  electors  might 

defeat 
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tute^  no  such  custom  of  parliament^  no  sm:h  ca^  in 
point  can  be  produced.  G.  A*  may  however 
make  the  supposition  with  safety.  It  contains 
nothing,  but  literally  the  fact,  except  that  there 
is  a  case  exactly  in  point,  with  a  decision  of  the 

defeat  the  possibility  of  any  dectioo  at  alL  Neither  is  it  ne*> 
cessa^^  in  order  to  a  caadidate^ff  heii^  duly  eiceted,  linit  he 
diould  ba?e  the  votes  of  HMKre  than  one  half  of  the  electors 
present;  sinee,  if  it  wete,  diversity  <tf  indinatiDns  among  the 
«lectors^  and  the  putting  up<^  three  candidates/might  as  cbn* 
pletely  frustrate  all  possibility  of  supplyiia^  the  vacancy^  as  the 
absence  of  ^oe  half  of  the  electors  W<m\i  in  the  former  case. 
Accordingly,  tberdbr^  we  constantly  see,  that  wherever  diere 
are  more  than  two  candidates  for  one  vacancy,  the  election  is 
determined,  not  so  properly  by  a  mf^ority,  as  by  a  plurality 
of  voioas ;  and  the  candidate  who  has  more  voices  tiwoL  any 
one  of  his  competitors,  <^bo«gh  fewer  than  one  half  of  the 
^ectofrs  present,  is  always  determined  to  be  well  and  duly 
elecl^;  thore  being,  indeed^  i^  other  method  allowed  by  the 
constitution,  of  voting  i^ost  one  candidate,  bothy  votii^  for 
another;  nor  any  Uberty  of  declaring  whom  I  would  ))Kferin 
the  second  place,  in  case  my  first  vote  should  prov«  inefl^ual; 
either  of  which  allowances  might  prevent  any  dectioo  being 
•made. 

''  Thus  &r  then  we  are  guarded  agaiwt  ^e  pubhc  service 
bdng  disappointed,  either  by  the  remissoess  of  the  doctors  in 
absenting  themselves  £rom  the  election,  or  by  such  a  diineiaity 
of  opinions  ansong  the  electors  present,  as,  though  innocent  in 
itself,  would  yet  be  of  fatal  consequence  to  the  public^  should 
it  be  suflered  to  operate  so  fer  as  to  prevent  any  effectual  eko 
tion  from  taking  place.  But  mudai  in  vain  havte  theae  rukr 
been  established^  if  it  is  still  to  be  in  the  power  of  the  mme 
munber  of  electow,  by  a  little  management  to  ^ect  the  aam 

purpose. 
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hcMJBe,  diametrically  opposite  to  that  which  the 
present  House  of  Commons  came  to  in  fitvour  of 
Mr.  Luttrell. 

The  ministry  now  b^n  to  be  ashamed  of 
the  weakness  of  their  cause,  and,  as  it  usually 
hai^ens  with  falsehood,  are  driven  to  the  neceq- 

purpose^  and  put  an  efiectual  bar  todl  possibility  of  a  valid 
election.  Had  they«  by  staying  away,  declared  that  they  would 
take  no  part  in  supplying  the  vacancy,  their  fellow  electors, 
who  chose  to  exercise  dieir  franchise,  and  upon  whom,  in  that 
case,  the  complete  right  would  have  devolved,  might  have  ex* 
ercised  their  right  accordingly,  and  the  public  service  would 
have  been  provided  for.  But  shaU  they  be  aUowed  to  come, 
and  by  declaring  that  they  will  vote  against  one  caadidate,  but 
for  no  other,  or  by  voting  for  a  perscNQ  whom  tkty  know  to 
be  incapable  of  holding  the  office,  as  truly,  to  afii  intaate  and 
purposab  deprive  their  fellows  of  their  right,  and  the  pubUe 
pf  its  due^  as  if,  instead  c^  comingv  they  had  only  sent  a  pro- 
hibition of  prooeeding  to  any  electi^a  till  it  ehould  be  their 
good  pleasure  to  ^uiifer  one  ?  Against  fiuch  a  mockery  of  thit 
public  authority  common  sciise  reclaims;  and  has,  liierefore» 
provided  aghast  this  afouse>  by  pcuntiog  outljiia  fiurtber  <)uali* 
fication  of  the  nde  by  wkich  elections  are  to  be  decided.  That» 
as  the  ekct^s  who  give  no  vote  at  all,  have  no  power  of  ex* 
eluding  any  caadidate  for  whom  other  electors  do  vote,  so  those 
wfaogive  tlieir  votes  for  a  persoa  whom  they  know  to  be  bylaw 
incsq[>aUe^  are  to  be  considered  exactly  on  the  same  footing  as 
if  they  gave  ni^votes  at  al^  Not  to  give  any  vote;,  todectafe  I 
vote  for  nobody^  or  to  vote  Hsr  the  Great  Mcf^,  must  uk- 
doubtedly  have  the  same  ef&et. 

"  Thus  then  k  appeared  to  me,  that  the  general  rule^  thftti% 
case  of  a  kn(nim  legal  incapwihf  iii  the  penMsn  teving  the  mi^ 
jonty  of  voices,  the  capable  person  next  upon  the  poll,  although 

chosen 
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sity  of  shifting  their  ground,  iand  changing  theif 
whole  defence.  At  first  we  were  told  that  no- 
thing could  be  clearer  than  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  House  of  Commons  were  justified  by  the 
known  law  and  uniform  custom  of  parliament. 
But  now  it  seems,  if  there  be  no  law,  the  House 
of  Cominons  have  a  right  to  make  one,  and  if 
there  be  no  precedent,  they  have  a  right  to 
create  the  first ; — for  this,   I  presume,  is  the 

chosen  by  a  minoiity,  is  duly  elected^  is  consonant  to  reason, 
is  the  dictate  of  common  sense. 

"  That  it  had  also  the  sanction  of  authority,  I  was  as  clearly 
convinced.  The  practice  of  the  courts  of  law>  in  such  cases, 
seems  not  to  be  disputed;  they  have,  by  repeated  decisions^ 
established  the  principle. 

^*  Upon  thetie  grounds,  therefore,  both  of  reason  and  au- 
thority, I  not  only  thought  mysetffufly  justified  in  giving  my 
vote,  that  Mr.  Luttrell  was  duly  elected^  but  in  truth  I  could 
not  think  myself  at  liberty  to  vote  otherwise,  being  convinced^ 
that  as,  on  the  one  hand>  by  so  voting  I  should  do  no  wrong 
to  the  1143  freeholders  of  Middlesex,  who,  for  the  chance  of 
being  able  to  overbear  the  authority  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  had  adjudged  Mr.  Wilkes  to  be  incapable,  had  chosea 
to  forego  their  right  of  taking  part  in  the  nomination  of  a 
capable  person  in  his  room;  so,  by  a  contrary  deciuony  I 
should  have  done  a  most  manifest  injustice  to  Mr.  Luttrell, 
and  to  the  396  freeholders  who  voted  for  him ;  and  who,  in 
failure  of  a  nomination  by  an  equal  number  of  Irediolders  of 
any  other  capable  candidate,  had,  upon  every  principle  of 
reason,  and  every  rule  of  law,  as  well  as  according  to  the  uni- 
form usage  of  parliament,  conferred  upon  him  a  clear  title  to 
sit  as  one  of  the  representatives  for  the^rounty  of  Middlesex/^ 

EDIT. 
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amount  of  die  questions  proposed  to  Junius.  If 
your  correspondent  had  been  at  all  versed  in  the 
law  of  parliament,  or  generally  in  the  laws  of 
this  country,  he  would  have  seen  that  this  de- 
&r)ce  is  as  weak  and  false  as  the  former. 

Th'e  privileges  of  either  House  of  Parliament, 
it  is  true,  are  indefinite,  that  is,  they  have  not 
been  described  or  laid  down  in  any  one  code  or 
declaration  whatsoever ;  but  whenever  a  ques- 
tion of  privilege  has  arisen,  it  has  invariably  been 
disputlsd  or  maintained  upon  the  footing  of  pre- 
cedents alone  *.  In  the  course  of  the  proceed- 
ings upon  the  Aylesbury  election,  the  House  of 
Lords  resolved,  *'  That  neither  House  of  Par- 
Jiaix^nt  had  any  power,  by  any  vote  or  declara^ 
tion,:  to  create  to  themselves  any  new  privilege 
that  was  not  warranted  by  the  known  laws  and 
customs  of  parliament."  And  to  this  rule  the 
House  of  Cottimons,  though  otherwise  they  had 
acted  in  a  tery  .arbitrary  manner,  gave  their  as-^ 
sent,  for  they  affirmed  that  they  had  guided  them- 
selves by  it,  in  asserting  their  privileges. — ^Now, 
Sir,  if  this  be  true  with  respect  to  matters  of  pri-r 
vilege,  in  which  the  House  of  Conunoiis,.indivit<i 
dually  and  as  a  body,  are  principally  concerned, 
h6 w  much  more  Strongly  will  it  hold  against  any 

*This  is  still  meeting  tbeTiiinistry  upon  their  own  ground : 
for,  rn  truth,  no  precedents  will  support  cither  natural  injus- 
tice, <Hr  violation  of  positive- right.  ^ 

VOL.  I.  M  M 
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pretended  power  in  that  House,  to  create  or  de^ 
clare  a  new  law,  by  which  not  only  the  rights  of 
the  House  over  their  own  member,  and  those 
of  the  member  himself  are  concluded,  but  also 
those  of  a  third  and  separate  party,  I  mean  the 
freeholders  of  the  kingdom.  To  do  justice  to 
the  ministry,  they  have  not  yet  pretended  that 
any  one  or  any  two  of  the  three  estates  have 
power  to  make  a  new  law,  without  the  concur* 
tence  of  the  third,  .  They  know  that  a  man  who 
maintains  such  a  doctrine,  is  liable,  by  statute, 
to  the  heaviest  penalties.  They  do  not  acknow- 
ledge that  the  House  of  Commons  have  assumed, 
a  new  privilege,  or  declared  a  new  law. — On  the 
contrary,  they  affirm  that  their  proceedings  have 
been  strictly  conformable  to  and  founded  upon 
the  ancient  law  and  custom  of  parliament.  Thus 
therefore  the  question  returns  to  the  point,  at 
which  Junius  had  fixed  it,  viz.  Whether  or  no 
this  be  the  law  of  parliament  If  it  be  not,  the 
House  of  Commons  had  no  legal  authority  to 
establish  the  precedent ;  and  the  precedent  it« 
self  is  a  mere  fact,  without  any  proof  of  right 
whatsoever. 

Your  correspondent  concludes  with  a  ques* 
tion  of  the  simplest  nature :  Must  a  thing  be 
wrongs  because  it  has  never  been  done  before  ?  No. 
But  admitting  it  were  proper  to  be  done,  that 
alone  does  not  convey  an  authority  to  do  it. 
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As  to  the  present  case,  I  hope  I  shall  never  see 
the  time,  when  not  only  a  single  person,  but  d 
whole  county,  and  in  effect  the  entire  collective 
body  of  the  people,  may  again  be  robbed  of  their 
birthright  by  a  vote  of  the  House  of  Commonsl 
But  if,  for  reasons  which  I  am  unable  to  com- 
prehend, it  be  necessary  to  trust  that  House  with 
a  power  so  exorbitant  and  so  unconstitutional,  at 
least  let  it  be  given  to  them  by  an  act  of  the  le- 

4 

gislature. 

PHILO  JUNIUS. 
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TO   DR*  WILLIAM  BLACKSTONX^   SOLICITOR  GENEftAfi 

TO  H£ft  MAJ£STY« 

SIR,  29  July,  1769, 

I  SHALL  make  you  no  apology  ibi: 
considering  a  certain  pamphlet,  in  which  your 
late  conduct  is  defended,  as  written  by  your- 
self*.    The  personal  interest,  the  personal  re- 

*  This  was  at  last  admitted  by  the  friends  of  the  Solicitor 
General.  The  pamphlet  was  entitled,  *'  An  answer  to  the 
question  stated;"  and  was  a  reply  to  a  pamphlet  from  sir 
William  Meredith,  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  parlia- 
^ment  of  the  Whig  party,  entitled,  "  The  question  stated,"  in* 
reference  to  the  adjudication  of  Wilkes's  incapacity  to  sit  in 
{Parliament  after  his  last  election ;  in  the  course  of  which  alscfc, 
the  inconsistency  of  opinioa  between  ttat  delivered  by  the 

M  M  2  Solicitor 
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sentments,  axid  above  all,  that  wounded  spkit, 
unaccustomed  to  reproach,  and  I.  hope  not 
frequently  conscious  of  deserving  it,  are  signals 
which  betray  the  author  to  us  as  plainly  as  if 
your  name  were  in  the  title-page.  You  appeal 
to  the  public  in  defence  of.  your  reputation. 
We  hold  it.  Sir,  that  an  injury  offered  to  an 
individual  is  interesting  to  society.  On  this 
principle  the  people  of  England  made  common 
cause  with  Mr.  Wilkes.  On  this  principle,  if 
you  are  injured,  they  will  join  in  your  resent- 
ment* I  shall  not  follow  you  through  the  in- 
sipid form  of  a  third  person,  but  address  my- 
self to  you  directly. 

You  seem  to  think  the  channel  of  a  pam- 
phlet more  respectable  and  better  suited  to  the 
ijignity  of  your  ca^se  than  that  of  a  news- 

r 

Solicitor  Creneral  in  his  Commentaries,  and  that  on  the  poin( 
in  question,  was  severely  animadverted  upon. 

The  press  was  overwhelmed  with  tracts  on  this  dispute  froni 
both  sides.  Of  these,-  the .  chief,  indepeqdently  of  sir  WilHaia . 
Meredith's,  and .  the  reply  to  it  by  sir  William  Blackstone* 
were  *'  The  case  of  the  last  election  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex considered,'^  attributed  to  Mr.  Dyson,  who  was  nick- 
Darned,  by  his  opponents,  Mungo :  '^  Serious  considerations ;'' 
**  Mungo  on  the  use  of  Quotations  ;*"  *'  Mungo's  case  con- 
sidered;" "Letter  to  Jimius;"  "Postscript  to  Junius," 
published  in  a  subsequent  edition  to  sir  William  Blackstone's 
reply,  and  "  The  False  Alarm^*'  written  by  Doctor  Johnson. 
Qf  all  these  some  incidental  notice  is  taken  in  the  course  of 
the  volumes  before  us.    edit. 
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paper.  Be  it  so.  Yet  if  newspapers  are  scur- 
lilous,  you  mast  confess  they  are  impartial. 
They  give  us,  withoot  any  apparent  preference, 
the  wit  and  argument  of  the  ministry,  as  well 
as  the  abusive  dulness  of  the  opposition.  The 
scalcss  are  equally  poised.  It  is  not  the  printer^s 
&uh  if  ihe  greater  weight  inclines  the  bafance.. 
Your  pamphlet  then  is  divided  into  an  attack 
upon  Mr.  Grenville's  character,  and  a  defence 
of  your  own.  It  would  have  been  more  con- 
sistent, perhaps,  with  your  professed  intentions, 
to  have  confined  yourself  to  the  last.  But  aa> 
ger  has  some  claim  to  indulgence,  and  railing  is 
usually  a  relief  to  the  mind«  I  hope  you  have 
found  benefit  from  the  experiment.  It  is  not 
my  design  to  enter  into  a  formal  vindication  of 
Mr.  Grenville,  upon  his  own  principles.  I  have 
neither  the  honour  of  being  personally  known 
to  him*,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  be  completely 
master  of  all  the  facts.  I  need  not  run  the  risk 
ci  doing  an  ii^ustice  to  his  opinions,  or  to  hi& 
eonduct,  when  your  pamphlet  alone  carries,  up«- 
on  the  face  of  it>  a  full  vindication  of  botfa.^ 

•This,,  as  already  observed  in  the  Prdiminary  E^say,  is  a 
truly  singular  assertion  when  taken  in  eonnecUon  with  the 
fact,  that  Mr.  Grenville,  of  all  the  political  cbaractere  of  the 
day,  appears  to  have  been  our  author's  favourite.  He  Tolun* 
iarily  omits  every  opportunity  of  censuring  him,  and  readily 
embraces  every  occasion  of  defending  and  extolling  his  con* 
dbct  and  principles,    edlx. 
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Your  first  reflation  is,  thai  Mr.  Grenville* 
was,  of  all  men,  the  perscm,  who  should  not 
have  complained  of  inconsistence  with  re^feird 
to  Mr.  Wilkes  t.     This^-  Sir,  is  either  an  un- 
m^tning  sneer,  a  pedvish  expression  of  resent* 
meat,  or,  if  it  means  any  thing,  you  plainly 
beg  the  question:;  for  whether  his  paiiiamentary 
conduct  with  reg&rd  td  Mr.  Wilkes  has  or  has  ' 
not  been  inconsistent,  iiemains  yet  to  be  proved. 
But  it  seems  he  received  iqion  the  spot  a  suffici- 
ent chastisement  for  exercising  so  unfinrbf  t  his 
taleqt  of  misrepresentation.    You  are  a  lawyer, 
^,  and  know  better  than  I  do,  upon  what 

• 

*  Mr.  GrenviDe  had  quoted  a  passage  from  the  Doctor's 
/excellent  CoHimentaries,  which  directly  contrpidiqted  the  prinr 
cipfes  maintained  by  the  Doctor  in  the  House  of  Conmions. 
^-  ^  It  has  been  already  observed  that  the  opposition  to  Wilkes 
commenced  wiA  Mr.  George  Grenville^  who  advised  the  issue 
^f  the  General  Wamaot.    It  is  observed  dsd  in  the  same  ndte, 
that  Grenville  afterwards  deserted  the  ministry,  and  attach- 
ed himself  strenuously  to  the  Wh.ig  party.    See  i^\e,  anft^ 
p.  506.     Upon  this  apparent  inconsistency  Junius  sbrewdlx 
remarks/  that  tvhatcvcr  propriety  or  impropriety  tiiere  nuorht 
have  .been 'in  Mii  GrehvilleV  opposing  Wilkes  personally^ 
the  present  question  has  nothing  to  do  with  it — as  he  now 
supports  him  not  on  account  of  his  personal  character^  but 
as  the  instrument  of  the  people  at  large,  whose  rights  and  pri- 
Tileges  the  ministry  have  grossly  violated  by  their  conduct  to- 
wards liim.     EDIT. 

X  An  inaccurate  expression  in  the  pamphlet  alluded  to. 
The  chastisement  that  ensued  is  TQhied,posi,  p.  543.    Black- 
stone 
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{articular  occasions  a  talent  for  misrepresenta- 
tion may  V  be  fairly  exerted ;  but  to  punish  a 
man  a  second  time,  when  he  has  been  once 
sufficiently  chastised^  is  ralfier  too  severe.  It 
ii^  not  in  the  laws  of  England ;  it  is  not  in  your 
own  Commentaries,  nor  is  it  yet,  I  believe,  in 
the  new  law  you  have  revealed  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  hope  this  doctrine  has  no  exist'*^ 
ence  but  in  your  own  heart  After  aU,  Sir,  if 
you  had  consulted  that  sober  discretion,  which 
yott  ^eiem  to  oppose  with  triumph  to  the  honest 
jollity  of  2L  tavern,  it  might  have  occurred  tg 
you  that,  although  you  could  have  succeeded  in 
fixing  a  charge  of  inconsistence  upon  Mr*  Gren- 
tille,  it  woiild  not  have  tended  in  any  shape  to 
exculpate  yourself. 

Your  next  iftsinuatidn,  that  sir  WilEam 
Meredith  had  hastily  adopted  the  false  glosses 
of  his  new  ally,  is  of  the  same  sort  with  thef 
first.  It  conveys  a  sneer  as  Ettlt  worthy  of  the 
gravity  of  your  character,  as  it  is  useless  to  your 
^fenee.  It  is  of  little  moment  to  the  public  to 
enquire,  by  whom  the  charge  was  conceived^ 
or  by  whom  it  was  adopted.  The  only  question 
we  ask  isj  whether  or  no  it  be  true.    The  re* 

stone  was  thunderstruck  at  the  contradiction ,  pointed  out 
by  GrenTille^  and  was  incapable  of  uttering  a  word  in  his 
defence : — a  pause  ensued,  and  Mr.  Grenville  insultingly  shook 
his  head :  for  the  rest  see  the  page  as  above  referred  to.  edit. 
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majoder  of  your  reflections  upon  Mr.  Gren- 
yille's  .conduct  ^(iestrpy  themselves.  He  could 
not  possibly  come  prepared  to  traduce  your 
integrity  to  the  House.  He  could*  not  foresee 
that  you  ^ould  even  speak  upon  the  question^ 
much  less  could  he  foresee  that  you  would 
maintain  a  direct  contradiction  of  that  doctrine, 
i^hich  you  had  soleQinty,  disinterestedly,  aiid 
upon  soberest  reflection  delivered  to  the  public^ 
He  came  armed  indeed  with  what  he  thought 
a  respectable  authopty,  to  support  what  he  was 
convinced  was  the  cause  of  trutli,  and  I  doujbt 
not  he  intended  to  give  you,  in  the  course  of  jthe 
debate,  an  honourable  and  public  testimony  p{ 
his  esteeiQ.  Thinking  highly  of  bis  abilities,  J 
cannot  however  allow  him  the  gift. of  divination. 
As  to  wh£^  you  are  pleased;  to  call  a  plan  coolly 
form^ed  to  impose  upon  tbe  House  of  Comqaoi^ 
and  his  producing  it  witbout  provocation  at 
midnight,  I  consider  it  as  the  language  jof  pique 
and  invective,  therefore  unworthy,  of.  regard.. 
But,  Sir,  I  am  sensible  I  have  followed  your  ex^ 
ample  too  Jonir,  and  wandered  from  the  point* 
.  The  qaotTtion  f«,m  your  a>mweiniies  i, 
matter  of  record.    It  can  neither  be  altered  * 

by  your  friends,  nor  misrepresented  by  your 

•  . ».  » 

♦  When  Wilkes  ivas  prosecuted  for  publishing  the  North 
Briton,  lord  Mans6eld  was. charged  with  having  altered  the 
record.    See  ante,  p.  318,  note.    sdit. 
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enemies ;  and  I  am  willing  to  take  your  own 
word  for  what  you  have  said  in  the  Houte  of 
Commons.  If  there  be  a  real  di0^ence  between 
what  you  have  written  and  what  you  have 
spoken,  you  confess  that  your  book  ought  to  be 
the  standard.  Now,  Sir,  if  words  mean  any 
thing,  I  apprehend  that,  when  a  long  enumera^ 
tion  of  disqualifications  (whether  by  statute  or 
the  custom  of  parliaJttent)  concludes  with  tliese 
general  comprehensive  words,  ^'but  sulgect  to 
these  restrictions  and  disqualifications,  every,  sub« 
ject  of  the  realm  is  eligible  of  common  <  right,", 
a  reader,  of  plain  understanding,  miist  of  course 
rest  satisfied,  that  no  species  of  disqualification 
whatsoever  had  been  omitted.   The  known  cfea^ 

M 

racter  of  the  author,  and  the  apparent  accuracy* 
with  which  the  whole  work  is  compiled,  would 
confirm  him  in  his  opinion;  nor  could  he  pos4 
sibly  form  any  other  ju4gment,  without  .iMkiiig 
upon  your  Commentaries  in  the  same  light  iA 
which  you  consider  those  penal  laws,  wWch, 
though  not  repealed,  are  falleA  into  disuse,  aigid 
are  now  in  effect  a  snare  to  the  unwary  *.     ^ 


*  If,  in  stating  the  law  upon  any  point,  a  judge  detibe* 
rately  affirms  that  he  has  included  every  case,,  and  it  should 
appear  that  he  has  purposely  omitted  a  material  case,  he  doea 
in  effect  lay  a  mare  for  the  unwary. ,  author. 

This  last  part  of  the  sentence  is  a  quotation  artfully  selected 
from  Biackstone's  own  works,  and  turned  against  himself,  editJ 
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You  tell  US  indeed  that  it  was  not  part  of 
your  plan  to  specify  any  temporary  incapacity, 
and  that  you  could  not,  without  a  spirit  of 
prophecy,  have  specified  the  disability  of  a 
private  individual,  subsequent  to  the  period  at 
which  you  wrote.  What  your  plan  was  I  know 
not ;  but  what  it  should  have  been,  in  order  to 
complete  the  work  you  have  given  us,  is  by  no 
means  difficult  to  determine.  The  incapacity, 
which  you  call  temporary,  may  continue  seven 
years ;  and  though  you  might  not  have  foreseen 
the  particular '<;ase  of^Mr.  Wilkes,  you  might 
and  should  have  foreseen  the  possibility  of  sttck 
a  case,  and  told  us  how  far  the  House  of  Com- 
mons were  authorized  to  proceed  in  it  by  the 
taw  and  custom  of  parliament.  The  freeholders 
<rif  Middlesex  would  then  have  known  what  they 
had  to  trust  to,  and  would  never  have  returned 
Mr.  Wilkes,  when  colonel  Luttrell  was  a  candi* 
date  against  him.  They  would  have  chosen  some 
indifferent  person,  rather  than  submit  to  be 
represented  by  the  object  of  their  contempt  and 
detestation. 

Your  attempt  to  distinguish  between  disa- 
bilities, which  affect  whole  classes  of  men,  and 
fhose  which  affect  individuals  only,  is  redly 
unworthy  of  your  understanding.  Your  Com- 
mentaries had  taught  me  that,  although  the 
instance,  in  which  a  penal  law  is  exerted,  be 
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partieular^   the  laws  thcanfielves  are  gieneraL 
They  are  made  for  the  benefit  and  instruction 
of  the  pubHc,  though  the  penalty  &II9  only  upon 
an  individual.    You  cannot  but  know^  Sir,  diat 
what  was  Mr.  Wilkes's  case  yesterday  may  be 
yours  or  mine  to-morrow,  and  that  consequently 
the  common  right  of  every  subject  of  the  realm 
is  invaded  by  it.     Professing  therefore  to  treat 
of  the  constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  of  the  laws  and  customs  relative  to  that 
constitutidn,  you  certainly  were  guilty  of  a  most 
unpardonable  omission  in  taking  no  n6tice  of  a 
right  and  privilege  of  the  House,  more  extras 
ordinary  and  more  arbitrary  than  all  the  others 
they  possess  put  together.     If  the  expulsion  of 
a  member,  not  under  any  other  legal  disability, 
of  itself  creates  in  him  an  incapacity  to  be  re- 
elected, I  see  a  ready  way  marked  out,   by 
which  the  majority  may  at  any  time  remove  the 
hbnestest  and  ablest  men  who  happen  to  be  in 
opposition  to  them.     To  say  that  they  wiH  not 
hiakdthis  extravagant  use  of  their  power,,  would 
be  a  language  unfit  for  a  man  so  learned  in  th6 
laws  as  you  are.     By  your  doctrine.  Sir,  they 
have  the  power,  and  laws  you  know  are  intend- 
ed  to  guard  against  what  men  mdy  do,  not  to 
trust  to  what  they  will  do. 

Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  the  charge  against  you 
is  of  a  plain,  simple  nature :  It  appears  even 
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Upon  Ae  &ce  of  your  own  pamphlet*  On  the 
contrary,  your  justification  of  yourself  is  full  of 
subtlety  and  refinement^  and  in  some  places  not 
very  intelligible.  If  I  were  personally  your 
enemy,  I  should  dwell,  with  a  malignant  plea- 
sure, upon  :those.  great  and  useful  qualifications, 
which  you  certainly  possess,  aiid  by  which  you 
once  acquired,  though  they  could  not  preserve 
to  you,  the  respect  and  esteem  of  your  country. 
I  should  enumerate  the  honours  you  have  lost, 
and  the  virtues  you  have  distgraced :  but  having 
no  private  resentments  to  gratify,  I  think  it 
sufficient  to  have  given  my  opiiuon  of  your 
public  conduct,  leaving  the  pimishment  it  de« 
serves  to  your  closet  and  to  yoursd£ 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER  XIX, 

TO   THE   PRINTER   OF    THE   PUBLIC   ADVERTISER* 
.SIR,  14  Augusti  1769. 

A  CORRESPONDENT  of  the  St.  James's 

*  *  '  *  •  - 

Chronicle  first  wilfully  misunderstands  Junius, 
then  censures  him  for  a  bad  reasoner  *.    Junius 

*  The  following  is  a  copy  of  th^  letter  aUoded  to  :~^ 

JPor  th€  Si.  Jatne^s  ChtomcU.     .        , 
TO  jaNius, 

Onck  more,  Mr.  Junius^  and  but  once^  let  me 
address  a  few  words  to  you  on  the  subject  of  your  AntiUack* 

stoniad 
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does  not  say  that  it  was  incumbent  upon  Doctor 
Blackatone  to  foresee  and  state  the  crimes,  for 
which  Mr,  WUkes  w^s  expelled.:  If,  by  a  spirit 
of  prophecy,  he  had  evef&'  done  so^  it  wjcmld 
have  been  nothing  to  the  purpose*  The  question 
is,  not  for  what  particular  offences  a  person  may 

^tomao  letter^  temitiding  you  at  the  same  time,  tbltt  I  am  no 
formal  defender  of  the  celebrated  commentator  (who  wants  no 
t:uch  defence),  but  that  it  is  my  sole  purpose  to  shew  that  you 
are  not  a  competent  reader  of  his  works,  or  that  you  have 
^  wilfully  and  malevolently  perverted  them. 

You  tell  Mr.  Blackstone  that  "  his  ^tempt  to  distinguish 
between  disabilities  that  aflect  whole  classes  of  men,  and  those 
#hich  affect  individuals  only,  is  really  unworthy  his  under- 
standing/' And  yet.  Sir,  that  is  no  new  distinction ;  it  is  not. 
framed  and  invented  by  Mr.  Blackstone.  Private  or  personal 
laws,  whether  inflicting  penalties  and  disabilities,  or  conferring 
privileges  and  immunities,  on  the  particular  object  of  them, 
and  distinguished  from  the  general  and  permanent  course  of 
law,  have  been  known  under  all  states,  and  under  every  legisla- 
tion, both  ancient  and  modern.  They  are  enacted /^o  re  naia, 
and  lose  all  their  force  as  soon  as  they  have  operated  upon  the 
individuals  marked  out  by  them.  But,  *'  you  have  been  taught, 
you  say,  (yet  surely  not  from  the  Commentaries)  that,  al- 
though the  instance  in  which  a  penal  law  is  exerted,  be  par-* 
ticular,  the  laws  themselves  (I  must  suppose  you  to  speak  of 
tlie  laws  now  under  debate)  are  general.'*  But,  before  you 
Could  write  thus,  what  daemon  of  confusion  must  have  seized 
your  noddlel  Were  the  votes  of  the  House,  by  which  sir 
Bobett  Walpole,  Mr.  Ward,  and  many  others,  have  been  ex- 
pelled, and  the  act  of  parliament  which  inflicted  a  perpetual 
ezdusion  on  tlie  S.  S.  Directors,  general  laws?  Was  the  vote 
to  expel  Mr.  Wilkes  in  the  last  parliament,  a generd  law?  So 

far 
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be  expelled,  but  generally,  whether  by  the  law 
of  parliament  expulsion  alone  creates  a  dis-^ 
qualification  ?  If  the  affirmative  be  the  law  of 
parliament.  Doctor  Blackstone  might  and  ^ould 
have  told  us  so.  The  question  is  not  confined 
to  this  or  that  particular  person,  but  forms  one 
great  general  branch  of  disqualification,  too  im- 
portant in  itself,  and  too  extensive  in  its  conse- 

far  from  it^  that  its  force  was  quite  evaporated>  and  it  could 
not  operate  even  upon  him,  in  the  present  Another  vote  of 
expulsion  was  necessary ;  and  the  two  votes  put  together  could 
no  more  expel  ]Mr.  Townshend  and  Mr.  Sawbridge  from  the 
House  of  Commons,  than  the  decree  of  the  Roman  senate, 
on  Catiline  and  the  rest  of  the  conspirators,  could,  send  our 
hero  and  his  whole  gang  to  Tyburn. 

Acts  of  attainder  come  under  the  same  description  of 
personal,  temporary  and  particular  laws;  and  that  I  may 
help  you  the  better  to  understand  tliis  whole  matter,  and 
lihew  you,  at  the  same  time,  the  accuracy  and  consistency  of 
Mr.  Blackstone,  I  shall  give  you  his  account  of  them  :  (Comm. 
b.  iv.  p.  256.)  "  As  for  acts  of  parliament  to  attaint  particular 
persons  of  treason  and  felony,  or  to  inflict  pains  and  penalties, 
beyond  or  contrary  to  the  common  law,  to  serve  a  special 
purpose,  t  speak  not  of  them  ;  (mark  that,  Junius,)  being  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  new  laws,  made  pro  re  nata,  and  by 
no  means  an  execution  of  those  already  in  being/'  I  shall 
now  take  my  leave  of  you,  haying,  I  hope,  sufficiently  proved 
to  Mr.  Baldwin's  Headers,  in  the  instance  you  have  afforded 
me,  how  prettily  sometimes  a  man  may  write,  without  being 
able  to  read. 

"  PUBLIUS. 

MzddkTcwpk,  Augu^6,  1769.    edit. 
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quence$»  to  be  omitted  in  an  accurate  work 
expressly  treating  of  the  law  of  parlianmit 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  evidently  this. 
Doctor  Blackstone,  while  he  was  speaking  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  never  once  thought  of 
his  Commentaries,  until  liie  contradiction  was 
unexpectedly  urged,  and  stared  him  in  the 
face.  Instead  of  defending  himself  upon  the 
spot,  he  sunk  under  the  charge,  in  an  agony  of 
confusion  and  despair.  It  is  well  known  that 
there  was  a  pause  of  some  minutes  in  the  Houses 
from  a  general  expectation  that  the  Doctor 
would  say  something  in  his  qwn  defence ;  but  it 
seems,  his  faculties  were  too  much  overpowered 
to  think  of  those  subtleties  and  refinements, 
which  have  since  occurred  to  him.  It  was  then 
Mr.  Grenville  received  that  severe  chastisement, 
which  the  Doctor  mentions  with  so  much  tri- 
umph. /  msh  the  kofumrable  gentJematij  i$istea4 
qf  shaking  his  headj  would  shake  a  good  argu^ 
ment  out  qfit  If  to  the  elegance,  novelty,  and 
bitterness  of  this  ingenious  sarcasm,  we  add  the 
natural  melody  of  the  amiable  sir  Fletcher  Nor* 
ton's  pipe,  we  shall  not  be  surprised  that  Mr* 
Grenvil|e  was  unable  to  make  him  any  reply. 

As  to  the  Doctor,  I  would  recommend  it  to 
him  to  be  quiet.  If  not,  he  may  perhaps  hear 
again  from  Junius  himself. 

PHILO  JUNIUS. 
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Postscript*  to. a  pamphlet  ihtitled,  ^  An  Answer 
^  to  the  Question  stated/     iSiipposed  to  be 
writfien  by  Dr.  Blackstone,  solicitor  to  the 
Queen,  in  answer  to  Junius's  Letter! 

r 

r  •  ■  '  - 

Since  these  papers  were  sent  to  the 
press,  a  writer  in  the  public  papers,  who  sub- 
scribes himself  Junius,  has  made  a  feint  of 
bringing  this  question  to  a  short  issue.  Tlioiigh 
the  foregoing,  observations  contain,  in  my 
opinion  at  least,  a  full  refutation  of  all  that  this 
vrriter'has  oflSered,  I  shall,  however,  bestow  a 
viery  few  words  upon  him.  It  will  cost  me  very 
Kttle  trouble  to  unravel  and  expose  the  sophistry 
of  his  argument. 

*  I  take  the  question,'  says  he,  *  to  be  strictly 
tins :  Whether  or  no  it  be  the  known  established 
law  of  parliament,  that  the  expulsion  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Commons  of  itself  creates" 
in  him  such  an  incapacity  to  be  re-^elected,  that,* 
at  a  subsequent  election,  any  votes  given  to 
hitn  are  null  and  void,  and  that  any  other  candi- 
date, who,  except  the  person  expelled,  has  the' 
greatest  number  of  votes,  ought  to  be  the  sitting 
member.* 

♦  This  is  the  Postscript/  added  in  a  subsequent  edition,  to 
sir  William  Blackstone's  reply  to  sir  William  MeredithV 
pamphlet,  as  noticed,  ante,  p.  531,  note;  see  also  a  fiirther 
extract  on  this  subject,  from  a  "  Speech  without  doors,*'  by 
sir  W.  B.  ante,  p.  524,  note,     edit. 
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Waving  for  the  present  any  objection  I  may 
have  to  this  state  of  the  question,  I  shall  venture 
to  meet  our  champion  upon  his  own  ground ; 
and  attempt  to  support  the  affirmative  of  it,  in 
one  of  the  two  ways,  by  which  he  says  it  can  be 
alone  fairly  supported.  *  If  there  be  no  statute,* 
says  he,  *  in  which  the  specific  disability  is  clearly 
created,  &c.  (and  we  acknowledge  there  is  none) 
the  custom  of  parliament  must  then  be  referred 
to,  and  some  case  or  cases,  strictly  in  point, 
must  be  produced,  with  the  decision  of  the 
court  upon  them.*  Now  I  assert,  that  this  has 
been  done.  Mr.  Walpole's  case  is  strictly  in 
point,  to  prove  that  expulsion  creates  absolute 
incapacity  of  being  re-elected.  This  was  the 
clear  decision  of  the  House  upon  it ;  and  was  a 
full  declaration,  that  incapacity  was  the  neces- 
sary consequence  of  expulsion.  The  law  was 
as  clearly  and  firmly  fixed  by  this  resolution,  and 
is  as  binding  in  every  subsequent  case  of  expul- 
sion, as  if  it  had  been  declared  by  an  express 
statute,  **  That  a  member  expelled  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  deepied 
incapable  of  being  re-elected."  Whatever  doubt 
then  there  might  have  been  of  the  law  before 
Mr.  Walpole's  case,  with  respect  to  the  full 
operation  of  a  vote  of  expulsion,  there  can  be 
none  now.  The  decision  of  the  House  upon 
this  case  is  strictly  in  point  to  prove,  that  ex» 
vot.  I.  N  N 
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pulsion  creates  absolute  incapacity  in  law  of 
being  re-elected. 

But  incapacity  in  law  in  this  instance  must 
have  the  same  operation  and  effect  with  in- 
capacity in  law  in  every  other  instance.  Now, 
incapacity  of  being  re-elected  implies  in  its  very 
terms,  that  any  votes  given  to  the  incapable 
person,  at  a  subsequent  election,  are  null  and 
void.  This  is  its  necessary  operation,  or  it  has 
no  operaticMi  at  all.  It  is  vox  et  prceterea  nihil 
We  can  no  more  be  called  upon  to  prove  this 
proposition,  than  we  can  to  prove  that  a  dead 
man  is  not  alive,  or  that  twice  two  are  four. 
When  the  terms  are  understood,  the  proposition 
is  self-evident. 

Lastly,  It  is  in  all  cases  of  election,  the 
known  and  established  law  of  the  land,  ground- 
ed upon  the  clearest  principles  of  reason  and 
common  sense,  that  if  the  votes,  given  to  one 
candidate  are  null  and  void,  they  cannot  be 
opposed  to  the  votes  given  to  another  candidate. 
They  cannot  affect  the  votes  of  such  candidate 
at  all.  As  they  have,  on  the  one  hand,  no 
positive  quality  to  add  or  establish,  so  have 
they,  on  the  other  hand,  no  negative  one  to 
subtract  or  destroy.  They  are,  in  a  word,  a 
mere  nonentity.  Such  was  the  determination 
of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  Maiden  and 
Bedford  elections;  cases  strictly  in  point  to  the 
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present  queistion;  as  &r  as  they  are'  tAeaut  to  be 
in  point*  And  to  say,  that  they  are  not  ii» 
point,  in  all  circumstances,  in  those  particularly 
which  are  independent  of  the  proposition  which 
tiiey  are  quoted  to  prove,  is  to  say  no  more 
than  that  Maiden  is  not  Middlesex,  nor  seijeant 
Com}m8  Mr.  Wilkes, 

Let  us  see  then  how  our  proof  stands*  Ex- 
pulsion creates  incapacity }  incapacity  annihilates 
any  votes  given  to  the  incapable  person*  The 
votes  given  to  the  qualified  candidate  stand 
upon  their  own  bottom,  firm  and  untouched, 
and  can  alone  have  effect*  This,  one  would 
think,  would  be  sufficient*  But  we  are  stopped 
short,  and  told,  that  none  of  our  precedents 
come  home  to  the  present  dase ;  and  are  chaU 
lenged  to  produce  ^^a  precedent  ii)  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commotis  that  does 
come  home  to  it,  viz.  mhere  an  MpeUed  member 
has  been  returned  agakij  and  another  candidate^ 
mth  an  inferior  number  of  votes ^  has  been  &- 
clared  the  sitting  member  J* 

Instead  of  a  precedent,  I  will  beg  leave  to 
put  a  case;  which,  I  fancy,  will  be  quite  as  de- 
cisive to  the  present  pdnt.  Suppose  another 
Sacheverel,  (and  ev^  party  must  have  its 
Sacheverel)  should,  at  Some  future  election, 
take  it  into  his  head  to  off^  himself  a  candidate 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex.    He  is  opposed 

N  N  2 
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by  a  candidate,  whose  coat  is  of  a  diflferenl 
colour ;  but  however  of  a  very  good  colour^ 
The  divine  has  an  indisputable  majority ;  nay, 
the  poor  layman  is  absolutely  distanced.  The 
sheriff,  after  having  had  his  conscience  well 
informed  by  the  reverend  casuist,  returns  him, 
as  he  supposes^  duly  elected.  The  whole  bouse 
is  in  an  uproar,  at  the  apprehension  of  so 
strange  an  appearance  amongst  them.  A  motion 
however  is  at  length  made,  that  the  person  was 
incapable  of  being  elected,  that  his  election 
therefore  is  null  and  void,  and  that  his  com^ 
petitor  ought  to  have  been  returned.  No,  says 
a  great  orator.  First  shew  me  your  law  for  this 
proceeding.  ^*  Either  produce  me  a  statute, 
in  which  the  specific  disability  of  a  clergyman 
is  created ;  or  produce  me  a  precedent  where  a 
clergyman  has  been  returned^  and  another  candid 
date  J  with  an  inferior  number  qf  'votes^  has  been 
declared  the  sitting  member^^  No  such  statute, 
na  such  precedent  is  to  be  found.  What  answer 
then  is  to  be  given  to  this  demand  ?  The  very 
tome  answer  which  I  will  give  to  that  of  Junius  : 
That  there  is  more  than  one  precedent  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  ■  *^  where  an  in- 
capable person  has  been  returned,  and  another 
candidate,  with  an  inferior  number  of  votes, 
has  been  declared  the  sitting  member ;  and  that 
this  is  the  known  and  established  law,  in  aU 
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Oases  bf  incapacity,  from  whatever  cause  it  may 


aiise/* 


I  shfdl  now  therefore  beg  leave  to  make  i^ 
slight  amendment  to  Jxjnius's  state  of  the  ques« 
tion,  the  affirmative  of  which  will  then  stand  thus : 

'^  It  is  the  known  and  established  law  of 
l^arliamenty  that  the  expulsion  of  any  member 
of  the  House  of  Coixmions  creates  in  him  an  in>» 
capacity  of  being  re*-elected ;  that  any  votes 
given  to  him  at  a  subsequent  election  are,  in  con* 
sequence  of  such  incapacity,  null  and  Void  (  and 
that  any  other  candidate,  who,  except  the  pW* 
son  rendered  incapable,  has  the  greatest  number 
of  votes,  ought  to  be  the  sitting  member.** 

But  our  business  is  not  yet  quite  finished. 
Mi^  Walpole's  case  must  have  a  re^hearing*  **  It 
is  not  possible/*  says  this  writer,  **  to  conceive 
A  case  more  Exactly  in  point.  Mn*  Walpole  was 
expelled,  and  having  a  majority  of  votes  at  the 
next  election,  was  returned  again.  The  friends  of 
Mr.  Taylor,  a  candidate  set  up  by  the  ministry^ 
petitioned  the  House  that  he  might  be  the  sitting 
member.  Thus  far  the  circumstances  tally  exactly, 
except  that  our  House  of  Commons  saved  Mf* 
Luttrell  the  trouble  of  petitioning.  The  point 
of  law,  however,  was  the  same.  It  came  regularly 
before  the  House,  and  it  was  their  business  to 
determine  upon  it.  They  did  determine  it ;  for 
they  declared  Mr*  Taylor  notiiuly  elected*** 
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Instead  of  examining  the  justness  of  this  re- 
presentation, I  shall  beg  leave  to  oppose  against 
it  my  own  view  of  this  case,  in  as  plain  a  man- 
ner and  as  few  words  as  I  am  able. 

It  was  the  known  and  established  law  of  par- 
liament, when  the  charge  against  Mr.  Walpole 
came  before  the  House  of  Commons,  that  they 
had  power  to  expel,  to  disable,  and  to  render 
incapable  for  offences.  In  virtue  of  this  power 
they  expelled  him. 

Had  they,  in  the  very  vote  of  expulsion,  ad- 
judged him,  in  terms,  to  be  incapable  of  being 
re-elected,  there  must  have  been  at  once  an  end 
with  him.  But  though  the  right  of  the  Honse^ 
both  to  expel,  and  adjudge  incapable,  was  clear 
and  indubitable,  it  does  not  appear  to  me,  that 
the  fiiU  operation  and  effect  of  a  vote  of  expul- 
sion singly  was  so.  The  law  in  this  case  had 
never  been  expressly  declared*  There  had  been 
no  event,  to  call  up  such  a  declaration.  I  trouble 
not  myself  with  the  grammatical  meaning  of  the 
word  expulsion.  I  regard  only  its  legal  meaur 
ipg.  This  was  not,  as  I  think,  precisely  fixed. 
The  House  thought  proper  to  fix  it,  and  explicitly 
to  declare  the  full  consequences  of  their  former 
vote,  before  they  suffered  these  consequencesr 
to.  take  efiEect.  And  in  this  proceeding  they 
acted  upon  the  most  hberal  and  solid  principles 
of  equity,  justice  and  law.    What  then  did  the 
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burgesses  of  Lynn  collect  from  the  second  vote  ? 
Their  subsequent  conduct  will  tell  us :  it  will 
with  certainty  tell  us,  that  they  considered  it  as 
decisive  against  Mr.  Walpole ;  it  will  also,  with 
equal  certainty,  tell  us,  that,  upon  supposition 
that  the  law  of  election  stood  then,  as  it  does 
now,  and  that  they  knew  it  to  stand  thus,  they 
inferred,  "  that  at  a  future  election,  and  in  case 
of  a  similar  return,  the  House  would  receive 
the  same  candidate,  as  duly  elected,  whom  they 
had  before  rejected/*  They  could  infer  nothing 
but  this. 

It  is  needless  to  repeat  the  circumstance  of 
dissimilarity  in  the  present  case.  It  will  be  suf^ 
ficient  to  observe,  that  as  the  law  of  parliament, 
upon  which  the  House  of  Commons  grounded 
every  step  of  their  proceedings,  was  clear  be- 
yond the  reach  of  doubt,  so  neither  could  the 
freeholders  of  Middlesex  be  at  a  loss  to  foresee 
what  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  their 
proceedings  in  opposition  to  it.  For  upon  every 
return  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  House  made  enquiry, 
whether  any  votes  were  given  to  any  other  can- 
didate ? 

But  I  could  venture,  for  the  experiment's 
sake,  even  to  give  this  writer  the  utmost  he  asks ; 
to  allow  the  most  perfect  similarity  throughout 
in  these  two  cases;  to  allow,  that  the  law  of 
expulsion  was  quite  as  clear  to  the  burgesses  of 
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Lynn,  as  to  the  freeholders  of  Middlesex^  It 
will,  I  am  confident,  avail  his  cause  but  little# 
It  will  only  prove,  that  the  law  of  election  at 
that  time  was  different  from  the  present  law. 
It  will  prove,  that,  in  all  cases  of  an  incapable 
candidate  returned,  the  law  tlien  was,  that  the 
whole  election  should  be  void.  But  now  we 
know  that  this  is  not  law#  The  cases  of  Mai- 
den  and  Bedford  were,  as  has  been  seen,  de* 
termined  upon  other  and  more  just  principles^r 
And  these  determinations  are,  I  imagine^  ad- 
mitted on  all  sides  to  be  law. 

I  would  willingly  draw  a  veil  over  the  re- 
maining part  of  this  paper.  It  is  astonishing,  it 
is  painful,  to  see  men  of  parts  and  ability,  giving 
into  the  most  unworthy  artifices,  and  descend- 
ing so  much  below  their  true  line  of  character. 
But  if  they  are  not  the  dupes  of  their  sophistr}'^, 
(which  is  hardly  to  be  conceived)  let  them  con- 
sider that  they  are  something  much  worse. 

The  dearest  rnterests  of  this  country  are  its 
laws  and  its  constitution*  Against  every  attack 
upon  these,  there  will^  I  hope,  be  always  found 
amongst  us  the  firmest  spirit  of  resistance;  supe- 
rior to  the  united  efforts  of  faction  and  ambi- 
tion. For  ambition,  though  it  does  not  always 
take  the  lead  of  faction,  will  be  sure  in  the  end 
to  make  the  most  fiital  advantage  of  it,  and 
draw  it  to  its  own  purposes.    But,  I  trust,  our 
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day  of  trial  is  yet  £aa  ofF;  and  there  is  ajund 
qf  good  sense  in  tfUs  country^  which  cannot  long 
be  deceived^  by  the  arts  either  of  false  reasoning, 
or  false  patriotism. 


f^ 
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TO   THE  PRINTER   OF  THE  PURUC   ADVERTISER* 

SIR,  8  August,  1769. 

The  gentleman  who  has  published 
an  answer  to  sir  William  Meredith's  pamphlet, 
having  honoured  me  with  a  postscript  of  six 
quarto  pages,  which  he  moderately  calls,  be- 
stowing a  very  few  words  upon  me,  I  cannot,  in 
common  politeness,  refuse  him  a  reply.  The 
form  and  magnitude  of  a  quarto  imposes  upon 
the  mind;  and  men  who  are  unequal  to  the 
labour  of  discussing  an  intricate  argument,  or 
wish  to  avoid  it,  are  willing  enough  to  suppose, 
that  much  has  been  proved,  because  much  has 
been  said.  Mine,  I  confess,  are  humble  labours. 
I  do  not  presume  to  instruct  the  learned,  but 
simply  to  inform  the  body  of  the  people ;  and  I 
prefer  that  channel  of  conveyance,  which  is 

* ''  I  wish  the  inclosed  to  be  announced  to-morrow  conspi* 
cmoutly,  1  am  not  capable  of  writing^  any  thing  more  finish^/' 
Private  Letter,  No.  6,  anie,  p.  }97.    edit. 
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likely  to  spread  fiothest  amrag  them.  The  ad- 
vocates of  the  ministry  seem  to  me  to  write  for 
hme^  aBd  to  flatter  themselves,  that  the  size  of 
their  wcM-ks  will  make  them  immortal.  They 
pile  up  reluctant  quarto  upon  solid  folio,  as  if 
their  labours,  because  they  are  gigantic,  could 
contend  with  truth  and  heaven. 

The  writer  of  the  volume  in  question  meets 
me  upon  my  own  grounds     He  acknowledges 
there  is  no  statute,  by  which  the  specific  disa- 
bility we  speak  of  is  created,  but  he  affirms, 
that  the  custom  of  parliament  has  been  re- 
ferred to,  and  that  a  case  strictly  in  point  has 
been  produced,  with  the  decision  of  the  court 
upon  it. — I  thank  him  for  coming  so  fairly  to  the 
point.     He  asserts,  that  the  case  of  Mr.  Wal- 
pole  is  strictly  in  point  to  prove  that  expulsion 
creates  an  absolute  incapacity  of  being  re-elect- 
ed ;  and  for  this  purpose  he  refers  generally  to 
the  first  vote  of  the  House  upon  that  occasion, 
without  venturing  to  recite  the  vote  itself.    The 
unfair,   disingenuous   artifice  of  adopting  that 
part  of  a  precedent,  which  seems  to  suit  his 
purpose,  and  omitting  the  remainder,  deserves 
some  pity,  but  cannot  excite  my  resentment.   He 
takes  advantage  eagerly  of  the  first  resolution; 
by  which  Mr.  Walpale*s  incapacity  is  declared  i 
but  as  to  the  two  following,  by  which  the  can* 
didate  with  the  fewest  votes  was  declared  ^'  not 
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duly  elected,"  and  the  election  itself  vacated^ 
I  dare  say  he  vronld  be  well  satisfied,  if  they 
were  for  ever  blotted  out  of  the  journals  of  the. 
House  of  Commons.  In  &ir  argument,  no  part 
of  a  precedent  should  be  admitted,  unless  die 
whole  of  it  he  given  to  us  together.  The  author 
has  divided  his  precedent,  for  he  knew,  that, 
taken  together,  it  produced  a  consequence  di- 
rectly the  reverse  of  that,  which  he  endeavours 
to  draw  from  a  vote  of  expulsion.  But  what 
will  this  honest  person  say,  if  I  take  him  at  his 
word,  and  demonstrate  to  him,  that  the  House 
of  Commons  never  meant  to  found  Mr.  Wal- 
pole's  incapacity  upon  his  expulsion  only?  What 
^bterfuge  will  then  remain  ? 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  we  are  speaking 
of  the  intention  of  men,  who  lived  more  than 
half  a  century  ago,  and  that  such  intention  can 
only  be  collected  from  their  words  and  actions, 
as  they  are  delivered  to  us^  upon  record.  To 
prove  their  designs  by  a  supposition  of  what  they 
would  have  done,  opposed  to  what  they  actually 
did,  is  mere  trifling  and  impertinence.  The 
vote,  by  which  Mr.  Walpole's  incapacity  was 
declared,  h  thus,  expressed,  **  That  Robert  Wal- 
pole,  Esq.  having  been  this  session  of  parliament 
committed  a  prisoner  to  the  Tower,  and  expel- 
led  this  house  for  a  high  breach  of  trust  in  the 
execution  of  his  office,  and  notorious  corruption 
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• 

when  secretaly  at  war^  was  and  is  incap&ble  of 
being  elected  a  member  to  serve  in  this  present . 
parliament*/'    Now»  Sir,  to  my  understandings 
no  proposition  of  this  kind  can  be  more  evident^ 
than  that  the  House  of  Commons,  by  tliis  very, 
vote,  themselves  understood^  and  meant  to  de« 
clare,  that  Mn  Walpole's  incapacity  arose  from 
the  crimes  he  had  committed^  not  from  the  pu» 
ni^ment  the  House  annexed  to  them.  The  high 
breach  of  trust,  the  notorious  corruption,  are 
stated  in  the  strongest  terms*     They  do  not 
tell  us  he  was  incapable  because  he  was  ex« 
pelled,  but  because  he  had  been  guilty  of  such . 
offences  as  justly  rendered  him  unworthy  of 
a  seat  in  parliament.     If  they  had  intended  to 
fix  the  disability  upon  his  expulsion  alone,  the 
mention  of  his  crimes  in  the  same  vote  would . 


*  It  is  well  worth  remarking,  that  the  compiler  of  a  certain 
quarto,  called  Tke  cote  qf  the  hue  election  far  the  ccwuy  qfMid» 
dlesex  considered,  has  the  impudence  to  recite  this  very  vote^ 
in  the  following  terms,  vide  page  11.  ''  Resolved,  that  Robert 
Walpole,  Esq.  having  been  that  session  of  parliament  expelled 
the  House,  was  and  is  incapable  of  being  elected  a  member  to 
serve  in  that  present  parliament.''  There  cannot  be  a  utrot^er 
positive  proof  of  the  treadiery  of  the  compiler^  nor  a  strongel* 
presumptive  proof  that  he  was  convinced  that  th«  vote,  if  tridy 
recited,  would  overturn  his  whole  argument    author. 

The  editor  haft  already  remarked  that  the  pamphlet  alludedl 
to  in  the  above  note  of  the  author  was  from  the  pen  of  Mf# 
Byson.    See  ante,  p*  531,  note.    BOtt. 
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liave  been  highly  improper.  It  could  only  per* 
plex  the  minds  of  the  electors,  who,  if  they 
collected  any  thing  from  so  confused  a  declara« 
tion  of  the  law  of  parliament,  must  have  con- 
cluded that  their  representative  had  been  de- 
clared incapable  because  he  was  highly  guilty, 
not  because  he  had  been  punished.  But  even 
admitting  them  to  have  understood  it  in  the 
other  sense,  they  must  then,  from  the  very 
terms  of  the  vote,  have  united  the  idea  of  his 
being  sent  to  the  Tower  with  that  of  his  expuU 
sion,  and  considered  his  incapacity  as  the  joint 
effect  of  both*. 

*TO  THE  PRINTER  OF    THE  PUBLIC  ADVERTISER. 

SIR,  22  May,  1771. 

Very  early  in  the  debate  upon  the  decision  of 
the  Middlesex  election,  it  was  observed  by  Junius,  that  the 
House  of  Commons  had  not  only  exceeded  their  boasted  pre* 
fcedent  of  the  expulsion  and  subsequent  incapacitation  of  Mr. 
WalpoHi^  but  that  they  had  not  even  adhered  to  it  strictly  as 
far  as  it  went.  After  convicting  Mr.  Dyson  of  giving  a  false 
quotation  from  the  Journals,  and  having  explained  the  pur- 
pose which  that  contemptible  fraud  was  intended  to  answer, 
he  proceeds  to  state  the  vote  itself  by  which  Mr.  Walpole's 
supposed  incapacity  was  declared,  viz. — **  Resolved,  that  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  Esq.  having  been  this  session  ci  parliament 
committed  a  prisoner  to  the  Tower,  and  expelled  this  House 
for  a  high  breach  of  trust  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  and 
notorious  corruption  when  secretary  at  war,  was  and  is  in- 
capable of  being  elected  a  member  to  serve  in  this  present 
parliament  :'^ — ^and  then  observes  that^  from  the  terms  of  the 
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I  do  not  mean  to  give  an  opinion  upon  the 
justice  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons with  regard  to  Mr.  Walpole  j  but  certainly, 
if  I  admitted  their  censare  to  be  well  founded. 


vole,  we  have  no  right  to  annex  the  inca[>acitation  to  the  rj> 
fuUiwi  only,  fQr  that,  as  the  proi>ositicm  stands^  it  muMt  wrise 
equally  from  the  expulsion  and  the  commitmeat  to  the  Tower. 
I  believe.  Sir,  no  man,  who  knows  any  thing  of  dialectics,  or 
who  understands  English,  will  dispute  the  truth  and  fairness  of 
this  construction.  But  Junius  has  a  great  authority  to  support 
him,  which*  to  speak  with  the  duke  of  Grafton,  I  accidentally 
met  with  this  morning  in  the  course  of  my  reading.  It  coa- 
tains  an  admonition,  which  cannot  be  repeated  too  often. 
Lord  Somers,  in  his  excellent  tract  upon  the  rights  of  the 
people,  after  reciting  the  vote  of  the  convention  of  the  38th  of 
January,  1689,  viz.- — "That  King  James  the  second,  having 
endeavoured  to  subvert  the  constitution  of  this  kmgdom  by 
breaking  the  original  contract  between  Eang  and  people,  and 
by  the  advice  of  Jesuits  and  other  wicked  persons  having  vio/- 
lated  the  fundamental  laws,  and  having  withdrawn  himself  out 
of  this  kingdom,  hath  abdicated  the  government,  800," — make^ 
this  observation  upon  it  "  The  word  abdicated  relates  to  ail 
the  clauses  aforegoing,  as  well  as  to  his  deserting  the  kingdom, 
cur  else  they  would  have  been  wholly  in  vain/'  .And  that  ther^ 
might  be  np  pretence  for  confming  the  abdication  merely  to 
the  mthdrawing,  lord  Somers  farther  observes^  that  King 
James,  by  rtfuiing  to  govern  tis  according  to  that  law,  bjf  which 
he  held  the  crown,  implicitly  renounced  his  title  to  it. 

If  JuNius's  construction  of  the  vote  against  Mr.  Walpole  b(5 
DOW  admitted,  (and  indeed  I  cannot  comprehend  how  it  can 
iionestly  be  disputed)  the  advocates  of  the  House  of  Commons 
must  either  give  up  their  precedent  entirely,  or  be  reduced  to 
the  necessity- of  maintaining  one  of  the  grossest  absurdities 

imaginable. 
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I  ^ould  no  way  avoid  agreeing  vnik  them  in  the 
consequence  they  drew  from  it.  I  could  never 
have  a  doubt,  in  law  or  reason,  that  a  man,  con- 
victed of  a  high  breach  of  trust,  and  of  a  noto^ 

imaginable,  viz.  "  That  a  commitment  to  the  Tower  is  a 
constituent  part  of^  and  contributes  half  at  least  to  the  inca- 
pacitation of  the  person  who  suffers  it/' 

I  need  not  make  you  any  excuse  for  endeavouring  to  keep 
ahve  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  decision  of  the  Middle- 
sex election.    The  more  I  consider  it,  the  more  I  am  con- 
vinced that,  as  zfact,  it  is  indeed  highly  injurious  to  the  righta 
of  the  people;  but  that,  as  ^precedent,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
dangerous  that  ever  was  established  against  those  who  are  to 
come  after  us.    Yet  I  am  so  far  a  moderate  man,  that  I  verily 
believe  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons,  when  they 
passed  this  dangerous  vote,  neither  understood  the  question, 
nor  knew  the  consequence  of  what  they  were  doing.    Their 
motives  were  rather  despicable,  than  criminal,  in  the  extreme^ 
One  effect  they  certainly  did  not  foresee.    They  are  now  re« 
duced  to  such  a  situation,  that  if  a  member  of  the  present 
House  of  Commons  were  to  conduct  himself  ever  so  improperly, 
and  in  reality  deserve  to  be  sent  back  to  his  constituents  with  a 
mark  of  disgrace,  they  would  not  dare  to  expel  him;  because 
they  know  that  the  people,  in  order  to  try  again  the  gpreat 
question  of  right,  or  to  thwart  an  odious  House  of  Commons^ 
would  probably  overlook  his  immediate  unworthiness,  and  re- 
turn the  same  person  to  parliament. — But,  in  time,  the  pre- 
cedent win  gain  strength.    A  future  House  of  Commons  will 
have  no  such  apprehensionf,  consequently  will  not  scruple  to 
follow  a  precedent,  which  they  did  not  establish.    The  miser 
himself  seldom  lives  to  enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  extortion ;  but 
his  heir  succeeds  to  him  of  course,  and  takes  possession  withr 
out  censure.    No  man  expects  him  to  make  restitution,  and, 
no  matter  for  his  title>  be  lives  quietly  upon  the  estate. 

PHILO  JUNIUS. 
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rious  eorraption,  in  the  execution  of  a  public 
office,  was  and  ought  to  be  incapable  of  sitting  in 
the  same  parliament  Far  from  attempting  to 
invalidate  that  vote,  I  should  have  wished  that 
the  incapacity  declared  by  it  could  legally  have 
been  continued  for  ever. 

Now,  Sir,  observe  how  forcibly  the  argument 
returns.  The  House  of  Commons,  upon  the  face 
of  their  proceedings,  had  the  strongest  motives 
to  declare  Mr.  Walpole  incapable  of  being  re- 
elected. They  thought  such  a  man  unworthy 
to  sit  among  them. — ^To  that  point  they  pro- 
ceeded;—no  farther;  for  they  respected  the 
rights  of  the  people,  while  they  asserted  their 
own.  They  did  not  infer,  from  Mr.  Walpole's 
incapacity  that  his  opponent  was  duly  elected ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  declared  Mr.  Taylor  **  Not 
duly  elected,**  and  the  election  itself  void. 

Such,  however,  is  the  precedent,  which  my 
honest  friend  assures  us  is  strictly  in  point  to 
prove,  that  expulsion  of  itself  creates  an  inca- 
pacity of  being  elected.  If  it  had  been  so,  the 
present  House  of  Commons  should  at  least  have 
followed  strictly  the  example  before  them,  and 
should  have  stated  to  us,  in  the  same  vote,  the 
crimes  for  which  they  expelled  Mr.  Wilkes; 
whereas  diey  resolve  simply,  that,  **  having  been 
expelled,  he  was  and  is  incapable.**  In  this 
proceeding  I  am  authorized  to  affirm,  they  have 
neither  statute,  nor  custom,  nor  reason,  nor  one 
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^ngh  precedent  to  support  them.  On  the  other 
side,  there  is  indeed  a  precedent  so  strongly  in 
point,  that  all  the  inchanted  ca$tles  of  ministerial 
mdgic  fall  before  it.  In  the  year  1 698,  (a  period 
which  the  rankest  Tory  dare  not  except  against) 
Mr.  WoUaston  was  expelled,  re-elected,  and  ad- 
mitted to  take  his  seat  in  the  same  parliament. 
The  ministry  have  precluded  themselves  from 
all  objections  drawn  from  the  cause  of  his  ex- 
pulsion, for  they  affirm  absolutely,  that  expulsion 
of  itself  creates  the  disability.  Now,  Sir,  let 
sophistry  evade,  let  falsehood  assert,  and  impu- 
dence deny — ^here  stands  the  precedent,  a  land- 
mark to  direct  us  through  a  troubled  sea  of  con- 
troversy, conspicuous  and  unremoved. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  the  diseussion 
of  this  point,  because,  in  mi/  opinion,  it  compre- 
hends  the  whole  question.  The  rest  is  unworthy 
of  notice.  We  are  enquiring  whether  incapacity 
be  or  be  not  created  by  expulsion.  In  the  cases 
of  Bedford  and  Maiden,  the  incapacity  of  the 
persons  returned,  was  matter  of  public  notoriety, 
for  it  was  created  by  act  of  parliament.  But, 
really.  Sir,  my  honest  friend's  suppositions  are 
as  unfavourable  to  him  as  his  fiicts.  He  well 
knows  that  the  clergy,  besides  that  they  are  re- 
presented in  common  with  their  fellow-subjects, 
have  also  a  separate  parliament  of  their  own  ;— 
that  their  incapacity  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Con;- 
vou  I.  o  o 
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mons  has  been  confirmed  by  repeated  decisions 
of  the  House,  and  that  the  law  of  parliament, 
declared  by  those  decisions,  has  been  for  above 
two  centuries  notprious  and  undisputed.  TTie 
author  is  certainly  at  liberty  to  &ncy  cases,  and 
make  whatever  comparisons  he  fihinks  proper ; 
his  suppositions  still  continue  as  distant  from 
feet,  as  his  wild  discourses  are  from  soKd  aigu- 
ment. 

The  conclusion  pf  his  book  is  candid  to  an 
extreme.  He  offers  to  grant  me  all  I  desire. 
He  thinks  hq  may  safely  admit  that  the  case  of 
Mr.  Walpole  makes  directly  against  him,  for  it 
seems  he  has  one  grand  solution  in  petto  for  all 
difiiculties.  Ifj  says  he,  /  were  to  allow  all  ihiSj 
it  will  only  prove  J  that  the  law  of  election  was  dif 
yerentj  in  qveen  Anne^s  time^  from  what  it  is  at 
present. 

This  indeed  is  more  than  I  expected.  Tlie 
principle,  I  know,  has  been  maintained  in  feet, 
but  I  never  expected  to  see  it  so  formally  de- 
clared. What  can  he  mean  ?  does  he  assume 
•this  language  to  satisfy  the  doubts  of  the  people, 
or  does  he  mean  to  rouse  their  indignation  ?  are 
the  ministry  daring  enough  to  affirm,  that  the 
'House  of  Commons  have  a  right  to  make  arid  un- 
make the  law  of  parliament  at  their  pleasure?— 
Does  the  law  of  parliament,  which  we  are  so 
often  told  is  the  law  of  the  land;-^oes  tlie  com- 
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man  right  of  every  subject  of  the  realm  depend 
upon  an  arbitrary  capricious  vote  of  one  branch 
of  the  legislature  ?-^The  voice  of  truth  and  rea« 
son  must  be  silent. 

The  nunistry  tell  as  plainly  that  this  is  no 
longer  a  question  of  right,  but  of  power  and 
force  alone.  What  was  law  yestaxlay  is  not  law 
to-day :  and  now,  it  seems,  we  have  no  better 
rale  to  live  by,  than  the  temporary  discretion  and 
fluctuating  integrity  of  the  House  of  Commons^ 

Professions  of  patriotism  are  become  stale  and 
ridiculous.  For  my  own  part,  I  claim  no  merit 
from  endeavouring  to  do  a  service  to  my  fellow- 
subjects.  I  have  done  it  to  the  best  of  my  un- 
derstanding ;  and,  without  looking  for  the  ap- 
probation  of  other  men,  my  conscience  is  satis- 
fied. What  remains  to  be  done  concerns  the 
collective  body  of  the  people.  They  are  now 
to  determine  for  themselves,  whether  tiiey  will 
firmly  and  constitationally  assert  their  rights; 
or  make  an  humble,  slavish  surrender  of  them 
at  the  fi^t  of  the  ministry.  Ta  a  generous  mind 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt.  ,  We  owe  it  to  our  an* 
Qestors  to  preserve  entire  those  rights,  which 
they  have  delivered  to  our  care :  we  owe  it  to 
our  posterity,  not  to  suffer  theu*  dearest  inherit- 
ance, to  be  destroyed.  But  if  it  were  possible 
fi>r  us  to  be  insensible  of  these  sacred  claims, 
there^M  yet  an  obUgation  binding  upon  ouraellveB, 

o  o  2 
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from  which  nothing  can  acquit  us,— -<l  pc^ooal 
interest,  which  we  cannot  surrender.  To  ali- 
enate even  out  own  rights,  would  be  a  crime  as 
much  more  enormous  than  suicide,  as  a  life  of 
civil  security  and  freedom  is  superior  to  a  bare 
existence ;  and  if  life  be  the  bounty  of  heaven, 
we  scornfully  reject  the  noblest  part  of  the  gifl^ 
if  we  consent  to  surrender  that  certain  rule  of 
living,  without  which  the  condition  of  human 
nature  is  not  only  miserable,  but  contemptible. 

JUNIUS. 
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TO    THE    PRINTER    OF   THE   PUBLIC    ADVERTISER. 
SIR,  22  Avgust,  I169« 

I  MUST  beg  of  you  to  print  a  few  lines, 
in  explanation  of  some  passages  in  my  last  letter,^^ 
which  I  see  have  been,  misunderstood. 

U  When  I  said,  that  the  House  of  Common^: 
never  meant  to  found  Mr.  Walpole's  incapacity 
on  his  eiqpulsion  onfy,  I  meant  no  more  than  to 
deny  the  general  proposition,  that  expulsion 
alone  creates  the  incapacity.  If  there  be  ar^ 
thing  ambiguous  in  the  expression,  I  b^g  leave 
to  explain  it  by  saying,  that  in  my  opinion,  ex- 
pulsion neither  creates,  nor  in  any  part  con« 
tributes  to  create  the  incapacity  in  question. 
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2.  I  carefully  avoided  entering  into  the 
merits  of  Mn  Walpole's  case.  I  did  not  enquire, 
whether  the  House  of  Commons  acted  justly,  or 
whether  they  truly  declared  the  law  of  parlia- 
ment. My  remarks  went  only  to  their  apparent 
meaning  and  intention,  as  it  stands  declai:ed  in 
their  own  resolution. 

3.  I  never  meant  to  affirm,  that  a  commit- 
ment to*  the  Tower  created  a  disqualification* 
On  tlie  contrary,  I  considered  that  idiea  as  an 
absurdity,  into  which  the  ministry  must  inewta- 
bly  fell,  if  they  reasoned  right  upon  theif  own 
principles* 

The  case-  of  Mr.  WoUaston  speaks  for  itself. 
The  ministry  assert  that  expulsion  alone  creates^ 
an  absolute,  complete  incapacity  to  be  re-elected 
to.  sit  in  the  same  parliament.  This  proposition 
they  have  uniformly  maintained^  without  any 
condition  or  modification  whatsoever..  Mr.  WoU 
laston  was  expelled,,  re-elected,  and  admitted  to 
take  his  seat  in  the  same  parliament..-!— I  leave 
it  to  the  public  to  determine,  whether  this  be 
a  plain  matter  of  fact,  or  mere  nonsense  and 
declamation. 

JUNIUS^ 
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LETTER  XXII. 

f 

TO   THE   PRIMER   OF   THE  PUBLIC   ADVERTISER. 

4  Sept.  1769. 

Argument  against  Fact  ;  or,  A  new  System  of 
political  Logic,  by  which  the  ministry  have 
demonstrated,  to  the  satisfaction  of  their 
frieindd,  that  expulsion  alotie  creates  a  com- 
plete incapacity  to  be  re-elected ;  alias j  that 
a  subject  of  this  realm  may  be  robbed  of  bis 
common  right,  by  a  vote  of  the  House  of 
Commotis. 

first  fact. 
Mr.  WoUaston^  in  I6d8,  was  ea^peUed^ 

re^^^&cted^  and  admitted  to  tdke  his  seat. 

ARGUMENT. 

As  this  cannot  conveniently  be  reconciled 
with  our  general  proposition,  it  may  be  necessary 
to  shift  our  ground,  and  look  back  to  the  cause 
of  Mr.  WoUaston^s  expiilsioii.  Froifa  thence  it 
will  apj)ear  cleaiiy  that,  **  although  he  was  ex- 
pdled,  he  had  not  rendered  himsdf  a  tulprit 
too  ignoininious  to  sit  in  parliament,  arid  t^at 
having  resigned  his  employment,  he  was  rtb 
longer  incapacitated  by  law.**  Vide  Serious  Con* 
siderations^page  23.  Or  thus,  "The  House,  some- 
what inaccurately y  used  the  word  expelled  ; 
they  should  have  called  it  A  motion.'*  Vide 
Mungo^s  case  considered^  page  11.     Or  in  short, 
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if  these  arguments  should  be  thought  insuffici- 
ent, we  may  fairly  deny  the  fact.  For  example  j 
^^  I  affinn  that  he  was  not  re-elected.  The  same 
Mr.  Wollaston,  who  was  expelled,  wjas  not 
again  elected.  The  same  individual,  if  you 
please,  walked  into  the  house,  and  took  his  seat 
there ;  but  the  same  person  in  law  was  not  ad- 
mitted a  member  of  that  parliament,  from  which 
he  had  been  discarded."  Vide  Letter  to  Junius, 
page  12. 

SECOND  FACT. 

Mr.  WaJpole  having  been  committed  to  the 
Tower ^  and  expelled  for  a  high  breach  of  trust 
and  notorious  corruption  in  a  public  office^  was 
declared  incapable  J  S^c. 

^RQUMENT* 

From  the  terpis  of  this  vote,  nothing  can  be 
more  evident  than  that  the  Hou^e  of  Commons 
meant  to  fix  the  iQc^rpacity  upon  the  punishments 
and  not  upon  the  crime ;  but  lest  it  should  ap- 
pear in  a  difierept  light  to  w^^  uninformed 
persons,  it  may  be  fidyisable  to  gjat  the  resiolu- 
tion,  and  give  it  to  the  public,  ydtb  all  possible 
9(4enini1y,  in  the  following  terms,  viz.  "  Re- 
served, that  Robert  W^pl^,  ^flsiq.  having  beem 
th^t  session  of  parliapaent  expelled  the  House, 
Wffi9  aipid  is  APQapable  of  being  elected  a  member 
to  serve  in  that  present  parliament."  Vide 
MungOy  on  the  use  of  quotations^  page  11. 
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N.B.  The  author  of  the  answer  to  sir  William 
Meredith*  seems  to  have  made  use  of  Mungo^s 
quotation,  for  in  page  18,  he  assures  us,  "  That 
the  declaratoiy  vote  of  the  17th  of  February, 
1 769,  was  indeed  a  literal  copy  of  the  resolution 
of  the  House  in  Mr.  Walpole*s  case.*' 

THIRD    FACT. 

His  opponent^  Mr.  Tayhvy  liaving  the  smalf- 
est  number  of  votes  at  the  next  election^  was  cfe- 
clared  not  duly  elected. 

ARGUMENT. 

This  fact  we  consider  as  directly  in  point  to 
prove  that  Mr.  Luttrell  ought  to  be  the  sitting 
member,  for  the  following  reasons,  **  The  bur- 
gesses of  Lynn  could  draw  no  other  inference 
from  this  resolution,  but  this,  that  at  a  future 
election,  and  in  case  of  a  similar  return,  the 
House  would  receive  the  same  candidate  as  duly 
elected,  whom  they  had  before  rejected."  Vide 
Postscript  to  Junius,  p.  37.  Or  thus :  ^  Thia 
their  resolution  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  what 
part  they  would  have  taken,  if,  upon  a  subse- 
quent re-election  of  Mr.  Walpole,  there  had 
been  any  other  candidate  in  competition  with 
him.  For,  by  their  vote,  they  could  have  no 
other  intention  than  to  admit  such  other  candid 


*  Sir  W.  Blackstone. 
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date."  Vide  Mungo^s  case  considered^  p.  39. 
Or  take  it  in  this  light. — The  burgesses  of  Lynn, 
having,  in  defiance  of  the  House,  retorted  upon 
them  a  person,  whom  they  had  branded  with  the 
most  ignominious  marks  of  their  displeasure, 
were  thereby  so  well  intitled  to  favour  and  in- 
dulgence, that  the  House  could  do  no  less  than 
rob  Mr.  Taylor  of  a  right  legally  vested  in  him, 
in  order  that  the  burgesses  might  be  apprized  of 
the  law  of  parliament;  which  law  the  House  took 
a  very  direct  way  of  explaining  to  them,  by 
resolving  that  the  candidate  with  the  fewest 
votes  was  not  duly  elected : — "  And  was  not 
this  much  more  equitable,  more  in  the  spirit  of 
that  equal  and  substantial  justice,  which  is  the 
end  of  all  law,  than  if  they  had  violently  ad- 
hered to  the  strict  maxims  of  law  ?"  Vide  5fe- 
rious  Considerations^  p.  33  and  34.  ^*  And  if  the 
present  House  of  Commons  had  chosen  to  follow 
the  spirit  of  this  resolution,  they  would  have  re- 
ceived and  established  the  candidate  with  the 
fewest  votes."  Vide  Answer  to  sir  •  fV.  M.  p*  i  8, 
Permit  me  now,  !Sr,  to  shew  you,  that  the 
worthy  Dr.  Blackstone  sometimes  contradicts 
the  ministry  as  well  as  himself.  The  speech 
without  doors  asserts*,  p.  9,  "  That  the  legal 
effect  of  an  incapacity,  founded  on  a  judicial 

^  See  an  extract  from  this  speech,  inserted  in  tbe  note  to 
Letter  xvii.  ante,  p.  5S4.    bdit. 
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determioation  of  a  competent  courts  is  precisely 
the  same  as  that  of  an  incapacity  created  by  act 
of  parliament.''  Now  for  the  Doctor. — The  law 
and  the  opinion  qf  the  judge  are  not  always  con-, 
vertible  terms ^  or  one  and  the  same  thing  ;  since  it 
sometimes  may  happen  that  the  judge  may  mistake, 
the  law.    Commentaries,  Vol.  I.  p,  71. 

The  answer  to  sir  W.  M.  assierts,  page  33, 
^*  That  the  returning  oflficer  is  not  a  judicial,  but 
a  purely  miniflit^ial  officer.  His  return  is  no 
judicial  act.'* — At  'eui  again.  Doctor.  The 
Sher(fiy  in  his  Judicial  capacity  j  is  to  hear  and  d^* 
termine  pauses  ^  40  shillings  value  and  under  in 
hifi  Qoynty  cqurt^  He  hc^  also  a  judicial  power 
m  divers  other  civil  eases.  He  is  lilfewise  to  ie^ 
dde  Ihe  flections  of  knights  qf  the  shire  (^subject 
tofheeontrel  of  the  Howe  of  Commons X  *?J2^^ 
(^  the  quqUp^ation  qf  voters^  qind  tp  return  such 
(fs  he  shafl  Bwr^B.mwfo  be  d^ly  fject^.  Yi^le 
(;;Qifli»ept^)38;  page  33:2^  Vol.  I. 

W^  i^waelusipn  ^a^  we  4rw  fyom  supfti 
f^%  |iuf)^  aigumej^ts,  and  siw;^  contF,acJif tion3  ^ 
I  i^anfltpt  e^res?  my  PJpinipn  ojf  ih^  pj;e^ent 
miff  1^  ffjpre  £fACtl^  th^^  i^  ;t^p  w^i^rds  pf  sv 

^  ,S^e^^  th^l:  jy^  (arjp  gl^^^Xif^  ^  ^  ^t  pf 
#ij«ll^n^V,b?f€&ll^  t^esaw^ailji^j^^ 
^^^^  ;*n4  n^^  .e?^n  ^c^^jpity  rij^ci^Joys^/' 

PHILO  JUNIUS. 

*  In  a  pami^let  written  .byiSteelu^uppii  tbp  m^^^HS^i^ 

South- 
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TO   HIS   GRACB  THE   DUKE   OF   BEDFORD. 
MY  LORD,  19  &p^  1769. 

You  are  so  little  accustomed  to  receive 
any  marks  of  respect  or  esteem  from  the  publict, 

South-Sea  incorporation,  at  the  period  when  Walpole  was  ju4 
re-emerging  from  obscurity,  to  take  a  more  decided  and  loftier 
management  of  public  affairs,    edit. 

*  In  requeiSting  the  announcement  of  this  letter,  Junius 
says,  ''  I  mean  to  make  it  worth  printing/'    Private  Letter^ 

No.  9.      EDIT. 

f  The  unpopular  peace  of  1763  was  negotiated  by  tbt 
duke  of  Bedford,  and  gave  rise  to  a  variety  of  public  common 
lions  wbich  at  length  broke  out  into  acts  of  open  insurrectioii 
among  the  Spital-fields  weavers,  who  exdaimed  that  their  trade 
iras  ruined  by  its  commercial  stipulations.  Hie  rumour  be- 
*came  current  that  the  Frencb  court  had  purchased  this  peace 
by  bribes  to  the  Piincess  Dowager  of  Wales,  lord  Bute*  th(f 
duke  of  Bedferd*  iMad  Mr.  Henry  ¥ox^  a|terwaids  l^d  HoUaodi 
m^i  such  was  its  ^eaerU  belief  lh9i  tbe  Hoitse  <«f  ^iqiXimv^ 
Ao¥i^%  pW>p^  io  appomt  a  isommtJbm  to  e]6(smm  iolto 
its  trufti.;  WI10  traced  it  ohi^y  to  a  Dr.  Mitsgi^aiVje,  ^wbo  jae^&vi 
thek^s  ^ioes  fiot  appear  to  have  su^red  from  ;tbis .  libelloui^ 
reports*  wbich,  >M  he  affirmed,  ihe  had  brought  bomfi  mik  bm 
from  Paris.  The)>ublic  diyavour  with  mbi^  thetorms  fi(4im 
peaee  were  recced,  produced  a  iresii  f^^gagj^mf^mX  belwmpt 
lordiBc^  ^anid  the  duke  joi  Bedford  on  im  T^U^riskboiv^^  .9^ 
he  r^gned  (the  office  'Cif  lord  iprivy  sea^.  IJipon  ^-^eath^c^ 
lard  EgrennoA,  liewever,  ilord  Bute  found  bimNllf  icomp^U^ 
once  more  to  >app)y  10  lObie<duke  >of  Bedford  £»r  im  mJ^foa^t 

Vfho, 


^#  LETTERS  OF 

ihat  if,  in  the  following  lines,  a  compliment  or 
expression  of  applause  should  escape  me,  I  fear 
you  would  consider  it  as  a  mockery  of  your  es- 
tablished character,  and  perhaps  an  insult  to 
your  understanding*    You  have  nice  feelings, 

who,  conscious  of  his  importance,  exacted  not  only  from 
lord  Bute  but  from  the  King  himself  a  submission  to  whatever 
terms  he  chose  to  impose.  AAer  the  Regency  Bill,  which  had 
been  recommended  in  a  speech  from  the  throne  in  April 
l70S7faad  passed  both  Houses,  an  attempt  was  made  to  change 
the  administration,  from  a  belief  that  this  bill  had  not  re« 
ceived  their  cordial  support,  during  its  pi*ogre8S  through  par- 
liament, but  without  success.  It  was  upon  this  occasion  that 
the  duke  of  Bedford  insisted  upon  the  dismissal  of  lord  Bute's 
brother,  Mr.  Stuart  Mackenzie,  from  his  office,  although 
Mackenzie  had  received  his  Miyesty's  solemn  promise  that 
he  should  preserve  it  for  life;  that  he  recalled  lord  Northum- 
berland from  the  lord  lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  and  removed 
lord  Holland  from  the  pay  office. 

Incapable  of  submitting  to  such  severe  treatment,  his  Majesty 
soon  afterwards  intreated  the  duke  of  Newcastle  and  loid 
Bockingham  to  rescue  him  froin  the  Bedford  party.  They 
consented,  and  the  duke  was  again  dismissed  with  c<mtumely. 
When  his  Majesty  became  disgusted,  as  he  soon  did,  with 
this  ministry  also,  lord  Bute  applied  in  the  king'd  name  to 
George  Girenville  for  support,  and  the  duke  of  Bedford,  who 
was  on  terms  of  the  closest  friendship  with  him,  once  more 
strove  to  enter  into  the  cabinet ;  but  on  this  occasion  lord 
Bute  had  spirit  enough  to  treat  his  ofler  with  the  utmost  con« 
tempt.  Lord  Chatham  was  next  applied  to,  who  consented  to 
take  the  lead,  and  on  his  resignation,  the  duke  of  Grafton  was 
niade  prime  minister,  who  to  strengthen  his  own  hands,  re- 
introduced the  duke  of  Bedford  into  the  cabinet,  without 
however  appointing  him  to  any  particular  office,    xdit* 
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my  Lwd,  if  we  may  judge  from  your  resent* 
ments.  Cautious  therdEbre  of  giving  offence, 
where  you  have  so  little  deserved  it,  I  shall  leave 
the  illustration  of  your  virtues  to  other  hands* 
Your  friends  have  a  privilege  to  play  upon  the 
easiness  of  your  temper,  or  possibly  they  are 
better  acquainted  with  your  good  qualities  than 
I  am.  You  have  done  good  by  stealth.  The  rest 
is  upon  record.  You  have  still  left  ample  room 
&T  speculation,  when  panegyric  is  exhausted. 

You  are  indeed  a  very  considerable  man* 
The  highest  rank ;— -a  splendid  fortune }  and  a 
name,  glorious  till  it  was  yours,  were  sufficient 
to  have  supported  you  with  meaner  abilities  than 
I  think  you  possess.  From  the  first  you  derived 
a  constitutional  claim  to  respect;  from  the  se« 
cond,  a  natural  extendve  authority; — ^the  last 
created  a  partial  expectation  of  hereditary  vir^ 
tues«  The  use  you  have  made  of  these  uncom<% 
mon  advantages  might  have  been  more  honour- 
able to  yourself,  but  coiild  not  be  more  instruct^ 
ive  to  mankind.  We  may  trace  it  in  the  vene- 
ration of  your  country,  the  choice  of  your  friends, 
and  in  the  accomplishment  of  every  sanguine 
hope,  which  the  public  might  have  conceived 
from  the  illustrious  name  of  Russell. 

The  eminence  of  your  station  gave  you  ^ 
commanding  prospect  of  your  duty.  The  road 
which  led  to  honour,  was  open  to  your  view. 
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Yon  could  not  lose  it  by  mistake,  and  yoa 
bad  no  temptation  to  depart  from  it  by  dei3ign% 
Compare  the  natural  ^nity  and  importance  of 
the  richest  peer  <of  England  i— •'the  nofaie  inde* 
pendence,  nvbioh  be  might  have  maintained  in 
parliament,  and  the  real  interest  and  respect, 
which  he  might  have  acquired,  "oat  oidy  in  par- 
MuBent,  but  through  the  whole  kingdom ;  com« 
pue  thoK  glorious  distinctions  with  l&e  ambi- 
tion of  holding  a  share  in  goyemment,  the  emo- 
Imnents  of  a  j^ace,  tiie  sale  of  a  borough,  or  the 
purchase  of  a  corporation  ^ ;  and  though  you 
aiay  not  regret  the  virtues  which  create  respect, 
you  may  see  with  anguish  how  much  real  im- 
portance and  authority  you  have  lost.  Consider 
the  character  x>f  an  independent  virtuous  duke 
of  Bedford ;  imagine  what  he  might  be  in  this 
eountTy,^11ien  reflect  one  moment  upon 'what  you 
are.  If  it  be  possible  for  me  to  withdraw  my  at- 
tenttim  from  the  fact,  I  will  tell  you  in  thewy 
what  such  a  inan  might  be* 

Conscious  of  his  own  weight  and  importance, 
^s  conduct  in  parUament  would  be  directed  by 
nothing  but  the  constitutional  duty  of  a  peer. 
He  would  consider  himself  as  a  guardian  of  fiie 
laws.  Willing  to  support  the  just  measuresof 
government,  but  determined  to  observe  the  con- 

*  See  note,  post,  p.  557.     edit;    * 
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duct  of  the  minister  trith  suspicion,  he  irauld 
oppose  the  violence  of  &ctio&  ^vith  as  m&A 
firmness^  as  the  encroachments  of  prerogative. 
He  would  be  as  little  capable  of  baigaitiing  "^iAk 
the  minister  for  places  for  himself,  or  his  depend^ 
ents,  as  of  descending  to  mix  himself  in  the  !&«* 
trigues  of  opposition.  Whenever  sm  importiafit 
question  called  £>r  his  opinion  in  parliament,  he 
would  be  heard,  by  the  most  proffigate  minis^ 
ter,  with  deference  and  respect.  His  authority 
would  either  sanctify  or  disgrace  ike  measures  of 
government.— The  people  wouM  look  up  to  himi 
as  to  their  protector,  and  9r  virtuous  prince  woold 
have  one  honest  man  in  Ms  domimons,  in  whoM 
integrity  and  judgment  he  might  safely  conide« 
If  it  should  be  the  will  of  Providence  to  affiet 
him  with  a  domestic  misfortune  ^,  he  would  sub- 
mit to  the  stroke  witii  feeting,  but  not  without 
dignity.  He  would  ccoxsider  the  people  as  his 
children,  and  receive  a  generous  heart-felt  con* 
tolation,  in  the  sympathizing  tears,  and  blessings 
of  his  country.. 

.Your  Grace  may  probably  discover  some- 
thing more  intelligible  in  the  negative  pairt  <if 
tffis  illustrious  character.  The  man  I  have  de- 
-scribed  would  never  prostitute  his  digm'ty  in 
parliament  by  an  indecent  violence  either  in  op- 

*  The  Duke  had  lately  lost  his  only  son,  by  a  fall  from  his 
ixorse. 
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iKMng  or  defending  a  minister.  He  would  not  at 
one  moment  rancorously  persecute,  at  another 
basely  crii^e  to  the  £ivourite  of  his  Sovereign* 
After  outraging  the  royal  dignity  with  perempt- 
ory conditions,  little  short  of  menace  and  hos* 
tility,  he  would  never  descend  to  the  humility  of 
soliciting  an  interview  •  with  the  fevourite,  and 
oi  offering  to  recover,  at  any  price,  the  honour 
of  his  friendship.  Though  deceived  perhaps  in 
his  youth,  he  would  not,  through  the  course  of 
a  long  Ufe,  have  invariably  chosen  his  friends 
from  among  the  most  profligate  of  mankinds 
His  own  honour  would  have  forbidden  him  from 
mixing  his  private  pleasures  or  conversation 
with  jockeys,  gamesters,  blasphemers,  gladia- 
tors, or  buffoons.  He  would  then  have  never 
felt,  much  less  would  he  have  submitted  to  the 
humiliating,  dishonest  necessity  of  engaging  in 
the  interest  and  intrigues  of  his  dependents,  of 
supplying  their  vices,  or  relieving  their  beg- 
gary, at  the  expense  of  his  country.  He  would 
not  have  betrayed  such  ignorance,  or  such  con* 
tempt  of  the  constitution,  as  openly  to  avow,  in 
a  court  of  justice,  the  purchase  and  sale  t  of  a 

*  At  this  interview,  which  passed  at  the  house  of  the  late 
lord  Eglintoun^  lord  Bute  told  the  Duke  that  he  was  deter- 
mined never  to  have  any  connection  with  a  man  who  had  so 
basely  betrayed  him. 

t  In  an  answer  in  Chancery,  in  a  suit  against  him  to  re- 
cover a  large  sum  paid  him  by  a  person,  whom  he  had  un- 
dertaken 
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borough.  He  would  not  have  thought  it  con- 
sistent  with  his  rank  in  the  state,  or  even  with 
his  personal  importance,  to  be  the  little  tyrant 
of  a  little  corporation  ♦.  He  would  never  have 
been  insulted  with  virtues,  which  he  had  la- 
boured to  extinguish,  nor  suffered  the  disgrace 
of  a  mortifying  defeat,  which  has  made  him  ri- 

dertaken  to  return  to  parliament^  for  one  of  his  Grace's- bo- 
roughs.    He  was  compelled  to  repay  the  money. 

*  Of  Bedford^  where  the  tyrant  was  held  in  such  contempt 
and  detestation^  that,  in  order  to  deliver  themselves  from  him, 
they  admitted  a  great  number  of  strangers  to  the  freedom. 
To  make  his  defeat  truly  ridiculouii,  he  tried  his  whole 
strength  against  Mr.  Home,  and  was  beaten  upon  his  own 
ground,     author. 

This  contest  took  place  September  4th,  1769,  on  the  elec- 
tion of  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  chamberlains  for  the  borough  of. 
Bedford.  His  Grace  having  in  vain  objected  to  the  making  of 
any  new  freemen,  at  length  prevailed  on  the  corporation  to 
allow  some  of  his  own  particular  friends  to  be  put  in  nomina- 
,  tion,  when  about  twenty  of  them  were  made  accordingly.  The 
names  of  the  freemeii  proposed  to  be  elected  on  the  popular 
side  of  the  question,  were  then  read,  and  were  heard  with  pro- 
found silence  by  his  Grace,  till  the  name  of  Jokn  Home  was 
pronounced,  when  the  Duke  expressed  himself  with  great 
bitterness  towards  that  gentleman  in  particular ;  the  corpora* 
tion  however  divided  upon  the  point,  and  Mr.  Home  was 
elected,  there  being  seventeen  votes  in  his  favour  and  eleven 
against  him.  The  candidates  for  the  office  of  mayor  were  on 
the  pq>ular  side  Mr.  Cawne,  and  on  the  part  of  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  Mr«  Richards,  the  former  of  whom  was  elected,  by 
458  votes  against  96.  The  triumph  over  his  Grace  was  of 
edurse  complete,    edit. 

VOL.   !•    '  P  P 
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diculoas  mid  '^oontemptible,  even  to  the  few  b/ 
whom  be  wa$  not  detested. — ^I  reverence  the  af» 
fictions  of  a  good  maxi^-^^hm  sorrows  are  sacred* 
But  how  can  we  take  part  in  the  distresses  of  a 
man^  whom  we  can  neither  Ipve  mx  esteem  }  or 
feel  for  a  calamity  of  which  he  himself  is  insen- 
sible ?  Whexe  wa3  the  father's  heart  when  hie 
cbuld  look  for,  or  find  an  immediate  consolation 
for  the  loss  of  an  only  son,  in  consultations  and 
bargains  for  a  place  at  court,  and  even  in  the 
misery  of  baUotting  at  the  India  House ! 

Admitting  then  that  you  have  mistaken  or 
deserted  those  honourable  principles,  which 
ought  to  have  directed  your  conduct ;  admitting 
that  you  have  as  little  claim  to  private  af&ction 
as  to.  pufblic  ^esteem,  let  us  see  wi^  what  abili* 
tfes,  with  what  degree  of  judgment  you  have 
carried  your  own  system  into  execution.  A 
great  man,  in  the  success  and  even  in^  the  mag^ 
nitude  of  his  crimes,'  finds  ^  rescue  firom  con^ 
tempt.  Your  grace  is  every  way  unfiwtunate. 
Yet  I  will  not  look  back  to  those  ridiculous 
scenes,  by  which  in  your  earlier  days,  you 
thought  it  an  honour  to  be  distinguished ;  the 
recorded  stripes  **,  the  public  infiuny,  your  owa^ 


\ 


*  Mr.  Heat  on  Himpbrey,  a  couatry  attorney^  horsenlup- 
ped  the  Duke  with  equal  ji^&tice^  severity,  md  perseverancej 
cm  the  <;ourse  at  Litchfield.  Rigby  and  hrd  Tref^ham  were 
also  cudgelled  in  a  most  exemplary  ms^ner*    Tbj^ga^e  tm  t^ 

die 
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sufferings,  or  Mr.  Rigby^s  fiMttitade.  lliese 
events  undoubtedly  left  an  impression^  though 
not  upon  your  mind.  To  stich^s,  mind,  it  may 
perhaps  be  a  pleasure  to  reflect,  that  there  is 
hardly  a  corner  of  any  of  his  Majesty's  kingf 
doms,  except  France,  in  which,  at  one  time  or 
other,  your  valuable  life  has  not  been  in  dangeV. 
Amiable  man !  we  sep  and  acknowledge  the  pro- 
tection of  Providence,  by  which  you  have  so 
often  escaped  the  personal  detestation  of  your 
fellow-subjects,  and  are  still  reserved  for  the 
public  justice  of  your  country. 

Your  history  begins  to  be  important  at.  that 
auspicious  period,  at  which  you  were  deputed 
to  represent  the  earl  of  Bute,  at  the  court  of 
.  Versailles.  It  was  an  honourable  office,  and 
executed  with  the  same  spirit,  with  which  it  was 
accepted.  Your  patrons  wanted  an  ambassador, 
who  would  submit  to  make  concessions,  without 
daring  to  insist  upon  any  honourable  condition 
for  his  Sovereign  *.     Their  business  required  a 

the  following  story :  *'  When  the  lale  King  heard  that  sir  Ed- 
ward Hawke  had  given  the  French  a  drubbing,  his  Majesty, 
;irho  had  never  received  that  kind  of  chastisement,  was  pleased 
to  9xk  lord  Chestedield,  the  nieanii%  of  .the  word.  Sir,  says 
lofd  Chesterfield,  the  meaning  of  the  word — but  here  comes 
the  duke  of  Bedford,  who  is  better  able  to  explain  it  to  your 
Majesty  ihan  I  am/' 

*  Soon  afler  the  death  of  the  dnke  of  Bedford  the  foUow- 
ing  paragraph  was  inserted  iii  the  Public  Advertiser,  and  as  it 

p  p  2  remained 
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man,  wha  had  as  little  feeling  for  his  own  dig- 
nity as  for  the  welfare  of  his  country ;  and  they 
found  him  in  the  first  rank  of  the  nobility. 
Belleisle,  Goree,  Guadaloupe,  St.  Lucia,  Marti- 
nique, the  Fishery,  and  the  Havanna,  are  glo- 
rious monuments  of  your  Grace's  talents  for 

remsuned  uncontradicted,  there  is  some  reason  to  believe  it 
authentic.  As  the  Duke  in  this  letter  is  arraigned  in  the  most 
MTere  terms  fdr  the  concessions  made  in  negotiating  the  peace 
of  1763,  it  is  but  justice  to  his  Grace,  that  a  circumstance  so 
honourable  should  be  more  generally  )u)own,  The  paragra[ih 
runs  thus : 

'*  The  following  anecdote  of  the  late  duke  of  Bedford  may 

be  depended  upon  as  fact : ^When  his  Grace  negotiated  the 

late  peace  at  Paris,  he  signed  the  preliminaries  with  the  French 
<  minister  Choiseul,  and  stipulated  no  farther  for  the  possessions 
of  the  East  India  Company  than  he  was  advised  to  stipulate  by 
the  court  of  directors.    A  gentleman^  (a  Putch  Jew  of  great 
abilities  and  character)  hearing  this,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  duke 
of  Bedford,  informing  Him  that  the  English  East  India  Com- 
pany had  materially  neglected  then*  own  interest,  as  their  chief 
conquests  were  made  subsequent  to  tlie  period  at  which  they 
bad  fixed  their  claim  pf  sovereignty ;  and  if  these  latter  con** 
quests  were  to  be  restored,  an  immense  annual  revenue  would 
necess^ily  be  taken  from  England.    The  Duke,  struck  with 
the  force  of  the  fact,  yet  embarrassed  how  to  act,  as  prelimi- 
naries were  really  signed,  repaired  to  Chcnseul  at  Versaillets 
and  addressed  him  thus :  '  My  Lord,  I  have  committed  a 
great  mistake  in  signing  the  prdiminaries,  as  the  a£&ir  of  the 
Jbadia  possessioi^s  must  be  carried  clown  to  our  last  conquest  in 
Asia.'    To  this   Choiseul  replied,  '  Your  Grace  astonishes 
noe;  I  thought  I  had  been  treating  with  the  minister  of  a  great 
nation,  and  not  with  a  stud^t  iu  politics^  who  does  not  consider 

the 
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negotiation*.  My  Lord,  we  are  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  your  pecuniary  character,  to 
think  it  possible  that  so  many  public  sacrifices 
should  have  been  made,  without  some  private 
compensations.  Your  conduct  carries  with  it 
an  internal  evidence,  beyond  all  the  legal  proofs 
of  a  court  of  justice.  Even  the  callous  pride  of 
lord   Egremont  was   alarmed  t.     He  saw  and 

the  validity  of  written  engagements.*  '  Your  reproach,  my 
Lord,  is  jtist/  returned  the  Duke, '  but  I  will  not  add  treachery 
to  negligence,  nor  betray  my  country  deliberately,  because  I 
have  overlooked  her  interest  unaccountably  in  a  single!  circum- 
stance; therefore,  unless  your  Lordship  agrees  to  cede  the 
latter  conquests  in  India,  I  shall  return  home  in  twelve  hours» 
and  submit  the  fate  of  my  head  to  the  discretion  of  an  EnghsU 
parliament/  Choiseul,  staggered  at  the  Duke*s  intrepidity, 
complied;  and  this  country  now  enjoys  above  half  a  milhon 
annually  through  the-  firmness  of*  a  man,  whom  it  is  even 
patriotism  at  present  to  calumniate,  but  whose  virtues  have 
never  yet  received  justice  from  the  community.  On  th6 
termination  of  the  affair  to  his  satisfaction,  he  gave  his 
Informant,  the  Dutch  gentleman,  the  warmest  recommenda- 
tions to  England,  who  accordingly  came  over,  and  receives  at 
this  moment  a  pension  of  500/.  a  year  from  the  India  Com- 
pany as  a  reward  for  his  services.**     edit. 

*  The  peace  of  1763  was  negotiated  by  his  Grace  of 
Bedford;  the  conquests  here  specified  were  relinquished  by  its 
conditions :  and  the  rumour,  as  already  observed,  was  in  ge- 
neral circulation  that  the  Duke  and  his  friends  had  been  bribed 
into  so  prodigal  a  surrender.  See  the  note  in  p.  571,  of  the 
present  volume,     edit. 

t  This  man,  notwithstanding  his  pride  and  Tory  principles, 
had  some  English  stuff  in  him.     Upon  an  official  letter  he 

wrote 
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» 

fek  his  awn  dishonqur  in  corresponding  ^th 
you;  and  there  certainly  was  a  moment,  at 
which  he  meant  to  have  resisted,  had  not  a  &tal 
lethargy  prevailed  ovei*  his  faculties,  and  carried 
all  sense  and  memory  away  with  it 

I  will  not  pretend  to  specify  the  secret  terms 
on  which  you  were  invited  to  support  an  admi* 
bistration*  which  Lord  Bute. pretended  to  leave 
in  full  possession  of  their  ministerial  authority, 
and  perfectly  masters  of  themselves.  He  wad 
not  of  a  temper  to  relinquish  power,  though  he 
retired  from  employment*  Stipulaticms  were 
certainly  made  between  your  Grace  and  him, 
and  certainly  violated.  After  two  years  sub- 
mission, you  thought  you  had  collected  a 
strength  sufficient  to  controul  his  influence,  and 
that  it  was  your  tarn  to  be  a  tyrant,  because 
you  had  been  a  slave.  When  you  found  your- 
self^ mistaken  in  your  opinion  of  your  gracious 
Master's  firmness,  disappointment  got  the  better 
X)f  all  your  humble  discretion,  and  carried  you 
to  an  excess  of  outrage  to  his  person,  as  distant 
from  true  spirit,  as  from  all  decency  and  re- 
:Spect  t.    After  robbing  him  of  the  rights  of  a 

wrote  to  tbe  duke  of  Bedford,  the  Duke  denred  to  be  reoalkd, 
«iul  it  was  with  tke  utmost  difficulty  that  krd  Bote  could 
appease  him. ' 

*  Mr.  GrenviDe,  lord  Halifax,  and  lord  Egremont. 
•    t  The  ministry  having  endeaveui«d  to  exclude  die  Dowigcr 
•ut  of  the  regency  bill,  the  earl  of  Bute  determined  to  dis- 

miM 
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^^g5  y^^  would  not  permit  him  to  preiServe 
the  honour  of  a  gentleman.  It  was  then  lord 
Weymouth  was  nominated  to  Ireland,  and  dis- 
patched (we  well  remember  with  what  indecent 
hurry)  to  plunder  the  treasury  of  the  first  fruits 
of  an. employment  which  you  well  knew  he  was 
never  to  execute*. 

This  sudden  declaration  of  war  against  the 
&vourite  might  have  given  you  a  momentary 
merit  with  the  public,  if  it  had    either   been 

^  adopted  upon  principle,  or  maintained  with 
resolution.  Without  looking  back  to  all  your 
former  servility,  we  need  only  observe  your  sub- 
6equent  conduct,  to  see  upon  what  motives  you 
acted.  Apparently  united  with  Mr.  Grenville, 
you  waited  until  lord  Rockingham's  feeble  ad- 
ministration should  dissolve  in  its  own  weak- 
ness. — The  moment  their   dismission  was  sus^ 

.  pected,  the  moment  you  perceived  that  another 
r^stem  was  adopted  in  the  closet,  you  thought  it 
no  disgrace  to  return  to  your  former  dependence, 

.  and  solicit  once  more  the  friendship  of  lord 
Bute.     You    begged   an  interview,   at   which 


miss  them.  Upon  this  the  duke  of  Bedford  demanded  an 
audience  of  the  King^  reproached  him  in  plain  terms,  with 
his  duplicity,  baseness,  falsehood,  treachery,  and  hypocrisy, 
^-repeatedly  gave  him  the  lie,  and  left  him  in  convubions. 

*  He  received  three  thousand  pounds  for  plate  and-,  equi*- 
page  money. 
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he  had  spirit  enough  to  treat  you  with  con- 
tempt. 

It  would  now  be  of  little  use  to  point  out, 
by  what  a  train  of  weak,  injudicious  measures, 
it  became  necessary,  or  was  thought  so,  to  call 
you  back  to  a  share  in  the  administration** 
The  friends,  whom  you  did  not  in  the  last 
instance  desert,  were  not  of  a  character  to  add 
strength  or  credit  to  government ;  and  at  that 
time  your  alliance  with  the  duke  of  Grafton 
was,  I  presume,  hardly  foreseen*  We  must 
look  for  other  stipulations,  to  account  for  that 
sudden  resolution  of  the  closet,  by  which  three 
of  your  dependants t  (whose  characters,  I  think, 
cannot  be  less  respected  than  they  are)  were 
advanced  to  offices,  through  which  you  might 
again  controul  the  minister,  and  probably  en- 
gross tlie  whole  direction  of  affairs. 

The  possession  of  absolute  power  is  now 
once  more  within  your  reach.  The  measures 
you  have  taken  to  obtain  and  confirm  it,  are 
too  grosis  to  escape  the  eyes  of  a  discerning 
judicious  prince.  •  His  palacie  is  besieged ;  the 
lines  of  circumvallation  are  drawing  round  him ; 

*  When  earl  Gower  was  appointed  president  of  the  coun- 
cil^ the  King,  with  his  usual  sincerity,  assured  him,  that  he 
had  not  had  one  happy  moment,  since  the  diikc  of  Bedford 
left  him. 

'   t  Lords  Gower^  Weymouth^  and  Sandwich. 
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and  unless  he  finds  a  resource  in  his  own  activity, 
or  in  the  attachment  of  the  real  friends  of  his 
&mily,  the  best  of  princes  must  submit  to  the 
confinement  of  a  state    prisoner,    until   your 
Grace's   death,  or  some  less  fortunate    event 
shall  raise  the  siege.     For  the  present,  you  may 
safely  resume  that  style  of  insult  and  menace, 
which  even  a  private  gentleman  cannot  submit 
to  hear  without  being  contemptible.     Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie's history  is  not  yet  forgotten,  and  you 
may  find  precedents  enough  of  the  mode,  in 
which  an  imperious    subject    may   signify   his 
pleasure    to   his   Sovereign.     Where   will    this 
gracious  monarch  look  for  assistance,  when  the 
wretched  Grafton  could  forget  his  obligations  to 
his  master,  and  desert  him  for  a  hollow  alliance 
with  sych  a  man  as  the  duke  of  Bedford! 

Let  us  consider  you,  then,  as  arrived  at  the 
summit  of  worldly  greatness;  let  us  suppose, 
that  all  your  plans  of  avarice  and  ambition  are 
accomplished,  and  your  most  sanguine  wishes 
gratified  in  the  fear,  as  well  as  the  hatred  of  the 
people  :  Can  age  itself  forget  that  you  are  now 
in  the  last  act  of  life?  Can  grey  hairs  make 
folly  venerable  ?  and  is  there  no  period  to  be 
reserved  for  meditation  and  retirement?  For 
shame!  my  Lord:  let  it  not  be  recorded ^of  you, 
that  the  latest  moments  of  your  life  were  dedi* 
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catect  to  the  same  unworthy  pTirsuits,  the  6ame 
busy  agitations,  in  which  your  youth  and  man- 
hood were  exhausted.  Consider,  that,  although 
you  cannot  disgrace  your  former  life,  you  are 
violating  the  character  of  age,  and  exposing 
the  impotent  imbecility,  after  you  have  lost  the 
vigour  of  the  passions. 

Your  friends  will  ask,  perh^s.  Whither 
shall  l!his  unhappy  old  man  retire?  Can  he  re* 
main  in  the  metropolis,  where  his  life  has  been 
so  often  threatened,  and  his  palace  so  often 
attacked?  If  he  returns  to  Wooburn,  scorn  and 
mockery  await  him. .  He  must  create  a  solitude 
round  his  estate,  if  he  would  avoid  the  &ce  of 
reproach  and  derision.  At  Plymouth  ^  his  de^ 
struction  would  be  more  than  probable ;  at 
Exeter,  inevitable.  No  honest  Englishnj^  will 
ever  forget  his  attachment,  nor  kny  honest 
Scotchman  forgive  his  treachery,  to  lord  Bute*. 
At  every  town  he  enters,  he  must  change  his 
liveries  and  his  name.  Which  ever  way  he 
flies,  the  Hue  and-  Cry  of  the  country  pursues 

him. 

In  another  kingdom  indeed,  the  blessings 

of  his  administration  have  been  more  sensibly 
felt ;  his  virtues  better  understood ;  or  at  worst, 
they  will  not,  for  him  alone,  forget  their  hospi- 
tality.— As  nf^U  mi;ght  Verres  have  returned  to 
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Sicily.  You  ha^  twice  escaped,  my  Lordj 
beware  of  a  third  experiment.  The  indignation 
of  a  whole  people,  plundered,  insulted,  and 
oppressed'as  they  have  been,  will  not  always  be 
disappointed. 

It  i3  in  vain  therefore  to  shift  the  scene. 
You  can  no  more  fly  from  your  enemies  than 
from  yourself.  Persecuted  abroad,  you  look 
into  your  own  heart  for  consolation,  and  find* 
nothing  but  reproaches  and  despair.  But,  my 
Lord,  yoq  may  quit  the  field  of  business,  though 
not  the  field  of  danger  4  and  though  you  cannot 
be  safe,  you  may  cease  to  be  ridiculous.  I 
fear  you  have  listened  too  long  to  the  ad- 
vice of  those  pernicious  friends,  with  whose 
interests  you  Have  sordidly  united  your  own, 
and  for  whom  you  have  sacrificed  every  thing 
that  ought, to  be  dear  to  a  man  of  honour. 
They  are  still  base  enough  to  encourage  the 
follies  of  your  age,  as  they  once  did  the  vices 
of  your  youth.  As  little  acquainted  with  the 
rules  of  decorum,  as  with  the  laws  of  »o-* 
rality,  they  will  not  suffer  you  to  profit  by 
experience,  nor  even  to  consult  the  propriety 
of  a  bad  character.  Even  now  they  tell  you, 
that  life  is  no  more  than  a  dramatic  scene, 
in  which  the  hero  should  preserve  his  con- 
sisjtency  to  the  last,   and   that  as  you  lived 
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without  virtue,  you  should  die  without  repent- 
ance*.     • 

JUNIUS. 

^  As  some  apprehension  wag  entertained  by  the  printer, 
that  he  might  be  brought  before  the  House  x)f  Lords^  for 
inserting  this  letter  in  his  paper>  Junius  wi^te  to  him  in 
Private  Letter^  No.  10,  as  follows : — "  As  to  you  it  is  clearly 
my  opinion  that  you  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  duke  of 
Bedford.  I  reserve  some  things  expressly  to  asve  him,  in  case 
he  should  think  of  bringing  you  before  the  House  of  Lords. 
I  am  sure  I  can  threaten  him  privately  with  such  a  storm,  as 
would  make  him  tremble  even  in  his  grave.'^   See^also  Vol.  11. 

p.  18.      EDIT. 
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